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A Passage to India by E.M Forster

The structure of the novel:- 

· The structure of the novel is unique and very well organized. As we said in Chapter1, we have three aspects: 

1- The first paragraph speaks about Indians,

2- The second speaks about Anglo-Indians,

3- And the third and fourth paragraphs speak about the sky. 

· The structure is multidimensional in the sense that the first two paragraphs speak about land, what’s happening in India and the third and fourth speak about the sky which combines earth and heaven or world and religion. From another perspective, the first paragraph is on native Indians and the second is on Anglo-Indians, and the third and fourth are about the sky. This proves that E.M. Forster was so conscious about the structure of the novel. Forster’s father was an engineer, which might have influenced the mind of E.M. Forster himself; he thought of structure so much. 

· As far as the whole novel is concerned, you will notice that the novel is divided into three parts: mosque (about Muslims), the Marabar caves (about Anglo-Indians), and temple (about balance or Hinduism). In the first part, you will notice that there is a mood of happiness, fulfillment and unity; a mood of organicism and connection. In the caves, we have the hard tops which represent the hardhearted Anglo-Indians. And in the third part we have the temple. The mystery of the Marabar caves is right in the middle of the novel; so it’s a balanced novel. We are presented with the mood and the spirit that dominates the first, the second and the third part of the novel. 

· Each of the three parts of the novel has a theme, a tone, and an atmosphere of its own, which contributes to the total structure of the novel. In the first part, the minor theme is (can Indians be friends with the Anglo-Indians or the British). In the second theme, we have the injustice of the Anglo-Indians; the mystery of the Marabar Caves and the Rocky Mountains is in that part to represent the hardhearted people, whereas in the first chapter we have the dust. And the third, is trying to find harmony into life. This represents the ideology of Forster; he speaks positively of Muslims. In the last part we tend to see a supernatural element of life in Hinduism; this part if very short. 

· Each of the three parts starts with a study of the geology of each part. In the first part, he speaks about Chandrapore, the river, the rubbish in the streets, and the temples on the streets. So he starts with the geographical part:

PART II: CAVES 

CHAPTER XII

The Ganges, though flowing from the foot of Vishnu and through Siva's hair, is not an ancient stream. Geology, looking further than religion, knows of a time when neither the river nor the Himalayas that nourished it existed, and an ocean flowed over the holy places of Hindustan. The mountains rose, their debris silted up the ocean, the gods took their seats on them and contrived the river, and the India we call immemorial came into being.

· He speaks first about the country then he is going to speak about people. Geology refers to nature, and nature and religion are the same; because the law of God is the law of nature is the law of justice. In the same way, in the second and third part (the Marabar Caves & the Temple), he also refers to the geological aspect of the country:

PART III: TEMPLE

CHAPTER XXXIII

Some hundreds of miles westward of the Marabax Hills, and two years later in time. Professor Narayan Godbole stands in the presence of God. God is not bom yet—that will occur at midnight—but He has also been bom centuries ago, nor can He ever be bom, because He is the Lord of the Universe, who transcends human processes. 

· This is a reference to the influence of the geological part on humanity. In sociology, there is a theory that says that there is a relationship between topography (geology or the environment or the aspects of nature in a place) and the nature of humans. For example, in the Arab world, because there is desert, they have time, they love nature and speak about romances, whereas people who live in the snowy areas (like Canada or the Eskimo) for example cannot enjoy nature, so they just live in a very close house and not enjoying poetry and romances so much; these people would act tough and become hardhearted because they are associated with death. On the other hand, in Arab countries, people are so much associated with their families; they have the sun, the heat and the emotions. So nature affects the personality of the people. Therefore, Chapter one is divided into four paragraphs: the first two speak about people (the first about the natives and the second about the Anglo-Indians), and the second two speak about religion, the sky, or nature. 

· A summary of the three parts:-

· Mosque: dominated by the spirit of tolerance and the mood of fusion and union. He associates this part with the mosque, tolerance, the organicisim of land. When Hamidullah says that Aziz is just like a brother because he visited his sick wife, this represents how solid they are. Also when Aziz got sick so many people visited him. And when Aziz was accused unfairly, women and children rioted against the Anglo-Indians. In this section goes the question of whether or not natives can be friends with Anglo-Indians. This part shows the triumph of union between the Indian culture as represented by Aziz and the British culture as represented by the multicultural Anglo-Indians, Mrs. Moore and Adela. The whole chapter is characterized by union, even between Anglo-Indians and Indians. This means that British people are not bad by nature; it is the colonialist aspect that makes them so bad. The three Anglo-Indian characters (Mrs. Moore, Adela and Fielding) accept differences; even Mrs. Moore says “God is here” because she feels the presence of God in the mosque. She annihilates (abolishes or removes) differences between herself and Muslims. Remember when she talked to Aziz and he suggested that she is going to dismiss her servant, who is actually Ronny’s servant sent by him to spy on his mother. But Aziz said that she may send the servant away so that they be Muslims together; she answers that the can all be Muslims. So she considers herself a Muslim; she equates it with being tolerant and peace loving. Mrs. Moore here represents dialogue and knowledge of the other; she is happy to listen. She is having this openhearted spirit; reconciliation is that of Mrs. Moore because her attitude is that of Muslims like Hamidullah and Aziz. The three Anglo-Indian characters accept differences in the other through knowing his culture. Without knowing the other you will be the enemy; to know the other you will know how to approach him/her. Aziz sums up this attitude when he says to Adela:

"Miss Quested, fine but foolish. You keep your religion, I mine. That is the best. Nothing embraces the whole of India, nothing, nothing, and that was Akbar's mistake."

· This is Forster saying that Islam is the best; (لكم دينكم و لي ديني). This is reconciliation because Mrs. Moore said that she and Aziz both believe in God, and she even felt the presence of God in the mosque. Therefore, the first part is dominated by union, organicism and unity. 

· The Caves: this part is dominated by the mystery of the Marabar Caves. It is the mystery of the injustice. The caves are characterized by the absence of light which represents lack of knowledge. The caves also indicate imprisonment and claustrophobia. The most prevalent and noticeable feature inside the caves is the terrifying echo and vacuity felt by Mrs. Moore and Adela. So, the caves were so dark and empty because it’s an empty part inside the mountain. The caves are also made of rock. This part represents the Anglo-Indians because it represents the vacuity and the darkness of modern civilization and the western culture, as well as the lack of originality in the western culture (in the echo, the first sound is the original sound whereas the echo itself is unoriginal); westerners are not living a reality. A reality associates with God, but in the west they live in the illusion because they are cut off from the source of power; their culture is not an original culture because it’s an echo. Inside the caves, Mrs. Moore was repelled by something: the bad smell of the sweat of the Indians. The caves contrast with the mosque because the mosque in which Aziz met Mrs. Moore was in the open air; this contrasts with enclosure of the Marabar Caves. It is terrifying in the caves, whereas in the mosque it is fulfilling and there is peace. This part is dominated by the fear that results from the echo in the caves. The caves represent the lack of knowledge of the other, which characterizes westerners. The mood of separateness or fission dominates this second part because it represents the westerners; it was so clear in the British party when they played by themselves and isolated themselves. This part is marked by the triumph of hostility, ego and injustice when Dr. Aziz was accused of molesting Adela inside the caves. 

· The Temple: the shortest of the three sections of the novel. This part reconciles the different discourse in the novel and gives it the final touch. Forster himself describes this section as “architecturally necessary”; this proves that he was well aware of the structure of the novel. This section settles the discourse between Aziz and Adela, and about Ronny marrying Adela, because Aziz thought that Ronny would marry her; Mr. Fielding also married Mrs. Moore’s daughter. 

The Novel:

· The scene on which Mrs. Moore met Dr. Aziz is important to describe the mood and the atmosphere of the first part. Again, the theme of this part is whether Indians can be friends with the British or the Anglo-Indians. In Chapter II, page12, they were discussing whether or not it is possible to friends with an Englishman: 

It was delicious. He lay in a trance, sensuous but healthy, through which the talk of the two others did not seem particularly sad—they were discussing as to whether or no it is possible to be friends with an Englishman. Mahmoud Ali argued that it was not, Hamidullah disagreed, but with so many reservations that there was no friction between them. Delicious indeed to lie on the broad verandah with the moon rising in front and the servants preparing dinner behind, and no trouble happening. 

- Aziz here connects the sun with the earth and the moon because in Chandrapore, where it is not very well developed and dusty, in such areas you enjoy the moon and the stars, whereas in big cities you don't enjoy the beauty of the moon because of the artificiality of lights. After this part we read about how Mrs. Moore met Dr. Aziz. Mrs. Moore was suffocated by the British club because it was closed so she walked outside and wanted fresh air; she didn't like the British atmosphere:

Mrs. Moore, whom the club had stupefied, woke up outside. She watched the moon, whose radiance stained with primrose the purple of the surrounding sky. In England the moon had seemed dead and alien; here she was caught in the shawl of night together with earth and all the other stars. A sudden sense of unity, of kinship with the heavenly bodies, passed into the old woman and out, like water through a tank, leaving a strange freshness behind. She did not dislike Cousin Kate_ or the National Anthem, but their note had died into a new one, just as cocktails and cigars had died into invisible flowers. When the mosque, long and domeless, gleamed at the turn of the road, she exclaimed, "Oh, yes—that's where I got to—that's where I've been." 

- This is the mood of this section; it is associated with the stars and the moon. The sublimity of these bodies represents the sublimity of God. She passed through what is known in Hinduism as Nirvana; she became in a state of perfection and fulfillment. She was so happy with the scene and she felt perfection.

- After that she meets Adela and tells her about Dr. Aziz:

"This sounds very romantic," said Miss Quested, who was exceedingly fond of Mrs. Moore, and was glad she should have had this little escapade. "You meet a young man in a mosque, and then never let me know! " 

"I was going to tell you, Adela, but something changed the conversation and I forgot. My memory grows deplorable." 

"Was he nice?" 

She paused, then said emphatically: "Very nice."

"Who was he?" Ronny enquired. 

"A doctor. I don't know his name." 

"A doctor? I know of no young doctor in Chandrapore. How odd! What was he like?" 

"Rather small, with a little moustache and quick eyes. He called out to me when I was in the dark part of the mosque— about my shoes. That was how we began talking. He was afraid I had them on, but I remembered luckily. He told me about his children, and then we walked back to the club. He knows you well."  

"I wish you had pointed him out to me. I can't make out who he is." 

"He didn't come into the club. He said he wasn't allowed to." 

Thereupon the truth struck him, and he cried, "Oh, good gracious! Not a Mohammedan? 

Why ever didn't you tell me you'd been talking to a native? I was going all wrong." 

"A Mohammedan! How perfectly magnificent!" exclaimed Miss Quested. "Ronny, isn't that like your mother? While we talk about seeing the real India, she goes and sees it, and then forgets she's seen it."

But Ronny was ruffled. From his mother's description he had thought the doctor might be young Muggins from over the Ganges, and had brought out all the comradely emotions. What a mix-up! Why hadn't she indicated by the tone of her voice that she was talking about an Indian? Scratchy and dictatorial, he began to question her. "He called to you in the mosque, did he? How? Impudently? What was he doing there himself at that time of night?— No, it's not their prayer time."— This in answer to a suggestion of Miss Quested's, who showed the keenest interest. 

"So he called to you over your shoes. Then it was impudence. It's an old trick. I wish you had had them on." 

"I think it was impudence, but I don't know about a trick," said Mrs. Moore. "His nerves were all on edge— I could tell from his voice. As soon as I answered he altered."

"You oughtn't to have answered." 

"Now look here," said the logical girl, "wouldn't you expect a Mohammedan to answer if you asked him to take off his hat in church?" 

"It's different, it's different; you don't understand." 

"I know I don't, and I want to. What is the difference, please?" 

…

"Oh, yes, I think so, except the Callendars~he doesn't care for the Callendars at all." 

"Oh. So he told you that, did he? The Major will be interested. I wonder what was the aim of the remark." 

"Ronny, Ronny! you're never going to pass it on to Major Callendar?" 

"Yes, rather. I must, in fact!" 

"But, my dear boy--" 

"If the Major heard I was disliked by any native subordinate of mine, I should expect him to pass it on tome."

- We notice that Adela wants to know the other, that is why she is going to like the other. So Forster is saying that all westerners should not attack Muslims without knowing them. That's why westerners abstain from knowing Muslims because they know they are going to like Muslims or they are going to be one. This takes us back to the idea of (epiphany) or self-realization which changes a person's attitude; a state of perfection or (Nirvana). 

- Notice that Ronny hates Muslims and natives whereas Miss Quested is they are magnificent. That is why we think if Ronny and Adela are really going to marry because such persons cannot reconcile. Ronny is a dictatorial and a separatist. But he doesn't have the upper hand in this part because this part is dominated by Muslims and the openhearted two women and Mr. Fielding. Ronny loves to offend others. He also wants to inquire about Dr. Aziz because it was his duty to draw suspicious characters to the collector. Mrs. Moore is going to be angry with Ronny because he is going to tell Mr. Callendar about Dr. Aziz. 

· Chapter five, page46, six pages before the end of the chapter:

"Very, very much indeed; it's what I long for. This party to-day makes me so angry and miserable. I think my countrymen out here must be mad. Fancy inviting guests and not treating them properly! You and Mr. Turton and perhaps Mr. McBryde are the only people who showed any common politeness. The rest make me perfectly ashamed, and it's got worse and worse."

It had. The Englishmen had intended to play up better, but had been prevented from doing so by their women folk, whom they had to attend, provide with tea, advise about dogs, etc.When tennis began, the barrier grew impenetrable. It had been hoped to have some sets between East and West, but this was forgotten, and the courts were monopolized by the usual club couples. Fielding resented it too, but did not say so to the girl, for he found something theoretical in her outburst. Did she care about Indian music? he enquired; there was an old professor down at the College, who sang.

- Mrs. Moore is asking how come they invite the Indians and not treat them decently. She is ashamed of the attitude of the British. This is because when tennis began the Indians became separated from the other guests; they were segregated. The plan was that they are going to play together, but this was forgotten. 

· On page51:

"I'm going to argue, and indeed dictate," she said, clinking her rings. "The English are out here to be pleasant." 

"How do you make that out, mother?" he asked, speaking gently again, for he was ashamed of his irritability. 

"Because India is part of the earth. And God has put us on the earth in order to be pleasant to each other. God . . . is . . . love." She hesitated, seeing how much he disliked the argument, hut something made her go on. "God has put us on earth to love our neighbours and to show it, and He is omnipresent, even in India, to see how we are succeeding."

… 

"I suppose so, I suppose so." They did not part for a few minutes, but the conversation had become unreal since Christianity had entered it. Ronny approved of religion as long as it endorsed the National Anthem, but he objected when it attempted to influence his life. Then he would say in respectful yet decided tones, "I don't think it does to talk about these things, every fellow has to work out his own religion," and any fellow who heard him muttered, "Hear! "

- This is the two women's attitude; they believe they are in India to be pleasant. This part is therefore dominated by unity. 

- Ronny believed religion should be separated from life. 

In Chapter seven, page63, about Mr. Fielding:

The world, he believed, is a globe of men who are trying to reach one another and can best do so by the help of good will plus culture and intelligence— a creed ill suited to Chandrapore, but he had come out too late to lose it. He had no racial feeling— not because he was superior to his brother civilians, but because he had matured in a different atmosphere, where the herd instinct does not flourish. 

…

He had found it convenient and pleasant to associate with Indians and he must pay the price.

This is E.M. Forster's point of view that all cultures should know each other.

· Chapter eight, page 80:

"I won't have you messing about with Indians any more! If you want to go to the Marabar Caves, you'll go under British auspices."

This is Ronny speaking to Adela that she shouldn't go with a native. 

· Chapter eleven, page 114:

"Of course not, but the word exists and is convenient. All men are my brothers, and as soon as one behaves as such he may see my wife." 

"And when the whole world behaves as such, there will be no more purdah?" 

 End …
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