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16th century was predominantly a Romantic Age. Romantic means imagination, fashion, emotions, love. Shakespeare is the father of English drama. “ Merchant of Venice”  is a romantic comedy written by Shakespeare.  Shakespeare plays are unrealistic. They are emotional, full of passion and emotions. 
17th century literature tends to complete realization. It did not get rid of the romance of the 16th century. It wanted to be realistic, to portray realism but it could not get rid of romance. 
17th century 1600-1699. This period is known as the Restoration Age. After the death of King Charles I, Charles II was restored to the throne of England after his exile. He was sent to exile for 16 years. He returned to England. He brought to England all the characteristics of the French society. The time of Charles I was strict. 
King Charles II brought these elements from France:
· Immorality= they were immoral- they were irreligious
· Witty= they were educated people – they use big words with double meaning. 
· licentiousness  = no values
· intrigues – all characters have no compunction = regret- guilt . they suppressed their conscience. 
·   

These are the most important characteristics of the Restoration society. 
The king himself had these qualities. His subjects imbibed these characteristics from him. 



Two main characters of the drama :
· Mrs. Millamant
· Mr. Mirabel  
Another main character is Lady Wishfort 
Lady Wishfort is a widow of 55 years. All the time she is applying make-up, looking at her face in the mirror. She is trying to make herself as beautiful as she can. She wants to marry young gentlemen. 
Mrs. Millamant does not have her parents. She has Lady Wishfort as her guardian.  She has a great fortune. The condition is that is she did not marry according to the wish of Lady Wishfort, she will be forfeiting one third of her property. It is a compulsion of Mrs. Millamant to take the condition of Lady Wishfort. Mrs. Millamant loves Mirabel.  Lady Wishfort also loves Mirabel. Both the aunt and the niece love Mirabel. Mirabel is playing a trick. He is a philanderer= a person who loves playing with women. He gives the impression to lady Wishfort that he loves her whereas in reality he has some other motive; to be in proximity with Mrs. Millamant. He knows the weakness of Lady Wishfort. He knows that if he gives her the impression that he loves her, she will offer him all types of liberty; a space in her home, to be close to her niece. So in order to be close to Mrs. Millamant, he pretends that he loves lady Wishfort. Mrs. Marwood also loves Mirabel. He does not return her love. That is why she becomes a type of villain. She does not want Mr. Mirabel to marry Mrs. Millamant. She tells Mrs. Wishfort that Mirabel does not love her and that he pretends to love her just to be near Mrs. Millamant. That is why Mrs. Wishfort starts hating Mr. Mirabel. She refused his marriage to Mrs. Millamant. 
Mirabel loves Millamant for her money. He is a typical restoration character. He is not married but he has affairs with many women. 
1. Mrs. Marwood loves him and he does not return her love.
2. He pretends that he loves Lady Wishfort whereas in reality he loves Mrs. Millamant. it is his way to be near Mrs. Millamant. 
3. He has been in love with Mrs. Fainall- the daughter of Lady Wishfort.  
A single person has tree affairs with three women at different points of time. He was in love with Mrs. Fainall at one point of time. When she came pregnant with him, he made her marry Mr. Fainall. Mr. Fainall was one of the friends of Mr. Mirabel. He was not ready to marry her. He made her marry one of his friends to save her reputation. He compelled his friend Mr. Fainall to marry Mrs. Fainall so that the child she will bear will have Mr. Fainall as his father. 
Mr. Mirabel is a completely wicked character. 
Mrs. Millamant is a lady who really loves Mr. Mirabel. She is a typical romantic character. She is a rich lady who wants to marry a poor person. Mr. Mirabel came disguised to her as a poor person. This is one of the main attractions for Mrs. Millamant. 
Mr. Mirabel is a realistic, practical person. She wanted to elope with him but he refused. He told her that he will compel her aunt to give her permission to marry him. He is an intelligent person.  He uses his friend Mr. Fainall for making this conspiracy- to attract Lady Wishfort so that she will give him the permission. She became so helpless. No option will be left for her and she will give the permission to Mrs. Millamant to marry him.  
The story is completely romantic. All characters are typical restoration character. 
Mirabel advised Mrs. Fainall to have another affair to be happy. All these things make him a typical restoration character. 
Mrs. Marwood does not want Mirabel to be united with Mrs. Millamant. Throughout the play, she is eavesdropping- overhearing conversations between different charcters and she is narrating these things to lady Wishfort. 
Mirabel pretends to be poor because Mrs. Millamant wants to marry a poor man. He is – Antony Absolute- a son of a rich man- Captain Absolute- a friend of Lady Wishfort.  
Lady Wishfort wants Mrs. Millamant to marry a young man- the son of Captain Absolute- Antony Absolute. Mrs. Millamant does not know that Antony Absolute is the same person as Mr. Mirabel. She agrees with great difficulty to meet Antony Absolute. She behaves in such a manner that will make him reject her. All of a sudden, he drops the hint that he is the same person. 
The Title of the play” the Way of the World” 
It means that this is the behavior of the society. 
All characters have meaningful names. 
Mr. and Mrs. Fainall= fain= to pretend. They pretend to love each other but they do not. Their love for each other is a mere pretence. 
Lady Wishfort= she is a fort= castle of wishes. She wishes to look like a young girl- she wishes that all young men would run after her- she wishes to marry Mirabel. She is full of wishes.  She is a castle of wishes. 
Mrs. Marwood:  mar= opposite of make = to ruin- to destroy. She is the queen of ruin. Her only motive is to ruin things- relationships- plans.
Mr. Mirabel: marvel about= someone who is marvelous. He is an amazing character- everybody is running after him. He is presented as a marvelous character. 
Captain Absolute:  absolute= complete. He is a perfect person, intelligent, educated. 

Second lecture :
The Plot 
Mirabell is in love with Millamant, a niece of Lady Wishfort, and has pretended to make love to the aunt to conceal his suit for the niece.  His trick has been revealed by Mrs. Marwood, who does it out of revenge because Mirabell has rejected her advances.  Lady Wishfort, who now hates Mirabell "more than a quaker hates a parrot," will deprive her niece of the half of the inheritance she controls if Millamant marries Mirabell.  Mirabell has his servant Waitwell impersonate his uncle, Sir Rowland, and pretend to marry Lady Wishfort, but only after having secretly married him off to her maid Foible.  He hopes to use this humiliating deception to force Lady Wishfort to consent to his marriage to Millamant.  The plot is discovered by Mrs. Marwood, who also finds out that Mirabell has had a past intrigue with Mrs. Fainall, daughter of Lady Wishfort, and after married her off to Mr. Fainall, thinking that she was pregnant with his child.  She conspires with Fainall, her lover and the pretended friend of Mirabell, to reveal this information to Lady Wishfort, while Fainall threatens to divorce his wife and to discredit Lady Wishfort unless he is given full control of Mrs. Fainallís property and Millamantís portion is handed over to him.  The scheme fails. Mrs. Fainall denies all and brings proof of Fainallís affair with Mrs. Marwood, while Mirabell produces a deed by which Mrs. Fainall, before her marriage, made him trustee of all her property.  Lady Wishfort, grateful for her release from Fainallís threats, forgives Mirabell and consents to the marriage. 
 
Mrs. Millamant is very romantic. She is fond of romantic novels. She wants something adventurous, romantic, imaginative, and extraordinary. She does not want to marry a person of her aunt’s choice. She wants to marry a poor person although she is a very wealthy lady. She wants to have a taste of poverty. She wants to marry Mirabel as she thinks that he is a poor man. She is ready to elope with her, to run away with her. This is the plan of a young romantic lady Mrs. Millamant. 
Lady Witwoud wishes that Mrs. Millamant will marry her own nephew. 
Mrs. Marwood is in love with MR. Mirabel but he does not return her love. That is why she has become a villain. She does not want that Mr. Mirabel would marry Mrs. Millamant. She is jealous of Mrs. Millamant. 
Mr. Mirabel makes a conspiracy along with his friend Mr. Fainall and his uncle’s servant. He plans that he would pretend that he loves Lady Wishfort. She is a fashionable, arrogant lady, she wants to be attractive, selfish, aristocrat, and she is acting like a teenager. She wants to marry a young man. These are the qualities that Lady Wishfort has. Mr. Mirabel exploits her wish to marry a young man. He plans that his uncle servant- Waitwell- disguise as Mr. Rowland  and will propose to her as an aristocrat. If he proposes to her, she will be pleased. She becomes flattered. It was the plan of Mirabel with the help of Foible- Lady Wishfort’s maid and Waitwell- his uncle’s servant. Both the servants combine with Mr. Mirabel in executing this plan. Mr. Rowland proposes to her as an aristocrat. Then, she will discover that he is a servant. So, Mr. Mirabel will rescue her from this humiliation. She will give him the permission to propose to Mrs. Millamant.  
Mrs. Fainall is a daughter of Lady Wishfort. Mr. Fainall is her son-in-law. 
There is a conspiracy between Mr. Mirabel and Mrs. Fainall. Mirabel told Fainall to ask his mother in law to give Mrs. Fainall property in his name or he will tell that Mrs. Fainall was pregnant before marriage. He will ruin his reputation.
These are the two points through which Lady Wishfort is going to be blackmailed into giving the permission for Mrs. Millamant to marry Mr. Mirabel.
This is the main plot of the play.
Mrs. Wishfort is saved from the humiliation at the hands of Mr. Rowland by Mrs. Marwood.    
Captain Absolute: he is Mirabel. 
Because Millamant is a romantic lady, she wants to marry a poor gentleman. Captain Absolute is an aristocratic person, but he knows that she wants a poor lover. He has disguised himself as Mr. Mirabel. 
Lady Witwoud wants Millamant to get married to her nephew.
· What is the significance of the title of the play?  

The Way of the World= the behavior of the society. 
Names of the characters have something to do with the characters. 
Marwood= mar=ruin= to destroy= to harm. 
Wishfort= fort= castle= castle of wishes= she wants to be beautiful, she wants to look like a young girl, she wants to be courted by young gentlemen. She always puts makeup. 
Mirabel= marvelous
Millamant = something very musical= soft
Fainall= fain= to pretend of what one is not 
Mrs. Fainall does not love Mr. Fainall but she pretends to be happy with Mr. Fainall whereas in reality, she is in love with Mirabel. 
Mr. Willful Witwoud:  = full of well- full of desire for getting married to Mrs. Millamant. 

DRAMATIS PERSONAE.
MEN.
FAINALL, in love with Mrs. Marwood,--Mr. Betterton
MIRABELL, in love with Mrs. Millamant,--Mr. Verbruggen
WITWOUD, follower of Mrs. Millamant,--Mr. Bowen
PETULANT, follower of Mrs. Millamant,--Mr. Bowman
SIR WILFULL WITWOUD, half brother to Witwoud, and nephew to LadyWishfort,--Mr. Underhill
WAITWELL, servant to Mirabell,--Mr. Bright
WOMEN.
LADY WISHFORT, enemy to Mirabell, for having falsely pretended love to her,--Mrs. Leigh
MRS. MILLAMANT, a fine lady, niece to Lady Wishfort, and loves
Mirabell,--Mrs. Bracegirdle
MRS. MARWOOD, friend to Mr. Fainall, and likes Mirabell,--Mrs. Barry
MRS. FAINALL, daughter to Lady Wishfort, and wife to Fainall,
formerly friend to Mirabell,--Mrs. Bowman
FOIBLE, woman to Lady Wishfort,--Mrs. Willis
MINCING, woman to Mrs. Millamant,--Mrs. Prince
DANCERS, FOOTMEN, ATTENDANTS.

SCENE: London.

ACT I.--SCENE I.
In the first scene of act 1, we see that Fainall and Mirabel are taking to each other. They are playing cards in a chocolate house. It indicates that they are rich people. They have plenty of time, plenty of money. They do not know how to spend money, how to spend time. They gossip, play cards. People who are busy earning money do not play cards. 
Restoration plays dealt with high society people, aristocratic people, highly educated with lots of money. 
A Chocolate-house.

MIRABELL and FAINALL rising from cards. BETTY waiting.

MIRA. You are a fortunate man, Mr. Fainall.

FAIN. Have we done?

MIRA. What you please. I'll play on to entertain you.

FAIN. No, I'll give you your revenge another time, when you are notso indifferent; you are thinking of something else now, and play too negligently: the coldness of a losing gamester lessens the pleasure
of the winner. I'd no more play with a man that slighted his ill fortune than I'd make love to a woman who undervalued the loss of her reputation.

MIRA. You have a taste extremely delicate, and are for refining on your pleasures.

FAIN. Prithee, why so reserved? Something has put you out of humour.

MIRA. Not at all: I happen to be grave to-day, and you are gay;that's all.

FAIN. Confess, Millamant and you quarrelled last night, after Ileft you; my fair cousin has some humours that would tempt the patience of a Stoic. What, some coxcomb came in, and was well received by her, while you were by?

MIRA. Witwoud and Petulant, and what was worse, her aunt, your wife's mother, my evil genius--or to sum up all in her own name, my old Lady Wishfort came in.

SCENE II.
In restoration plays, we see husbands who are scaffold = husbands whose wives are cheating them. They have affairs with somebody else. They do not have any control over their wives. Their wives are playing games with them.  
Mirabel is a very intelligent man. He says that a woman who is not a fool can have but one reason for associating with a man who is one. It is a foolish woman who has relation with only one man. 
SCENE III.
Mrs. Fainall got married to Mr. Fainall so that she can have her freedom, her own way.
Mirabel says that no one has no fault. He agrees that Mrs. Millamant has faults. 
 MIRA. I am of another opinion: the greater the coxcomb, always the more the scandal; for a woman who is not a fool can have but one reason for associating with a man who is one.

MIRA. And for a discerning man somewhat too passionate a lover, for I like her with all her faults; nay, like her for her faults. Her follies are so natural, or so artful, that they become her, and those affectations which in another woman would be odious serve but to make her more agreeable. I'll tell thee, Fainall, she once used me with that insolence that in revenge I took her to pieces, sifted her, and separated her failings: I studied 'em and got 'em by rote. The catalogue was so large that I was not without hopes, one day or other, to hate her heartily. To which end I so used myself to think of 'em, that at length, contrary to my design and expectation, they gave me every hour less and less disturbance, till in a few days it became habitual to me to remember 'em without being displeased.They are now grown as familiar to me as my own frailties, and in all probability in a little time longer I shall like 'em as well.

He says that he loves Millamant in spite of all her faults. 

FAIN. Marry her, marry her; be half as well acquainted with her charms as you are with her defects, and, my life on't, you are your own man again.

It is marriage of convenience. It is a contract undertaken for money. 
He tells him that once he gets married, he will see the reality. Now he is just fantasizing. Once they got married, he will see her brutality, her reality. Before marriage, they romanticize everything, but the moment they got married, all the romance vanishes into the air. 
He tells him to marry her to be a complete man, now he is not complete because he does not know the reality. It is only when you know a person in totally, you become complete. This is Mr. Fainall’s experience which he is giving to Mr. Mirabel.  
ACT II--SCENE I.
MRS. FAIN. Ay, ay, dear Marwood, if we will be happy, we must find the means in ourselves, and among ourselves. Men are ever in extremes; either doting or averse. While they are lovers, if they have fire and sense, their jealousies are insupportable: and when they cease to love (we ought to think at least) they loathe, they look upon us with horror and distaste, they meet us like the ghosts
of what we were, and as from such, fly from us.



MRS. MAR. True, 'tis an unhappy circumstance of life that love should ever die before us, and that the man so often should outlive the lover. But say what you will, 'tis better to be left than never to have been loved. To pass our youth in dull indifference, to refuse the sweets of life because they once must leave us, is as preposterous as to wish to have been born old, because we one day must be old. For my part, my youth may wear and waste, but it shall never rust in my possession.

Mrs. Marwood is talking to Mrs. Fainall- the daughter of Lady Wishfort- she was the earlier mistress of MR. Mirabel. Mrs. Marwood is the mistress of Mr. Fainall and she is also in love with Mr. Mirabel. She is a rejected lover. 
They are discussing the attitude of man towards women. It is the romantic attitude of men towards women. 
She says that these men are strange creatures. When they love women, they are ready to do anything for them. When this love vanishes, they hate them, they want to avoid them.
Both are rejected lovers.
She thinks that they would enjoy their youth days. It is better to enjoy love. It is better to be left and rejected by their lover than never to have been loved. 
She is not an idealistic lover. She is not at all disappointed or rejected. 
She is taking revenge. She has been rejected by Mirabel.  She is a typical respiration character. Restoration people lack loyalty, trust, and honesty. They are only interested in  momentary pleasure. 
FAIN. Your fame I have preserved. Your fortune has been bestowed as the prodigality of your love would have it, in pleasures which we both have shared. Yet, had not you been false I had e'er this repaid it. 'Tis true--had you permitted Mirabell with Millamant to have stolen their marriage, my lady had been incensed beyond all means of reconcilement: Millamant had forfeited the moiety of her fortune, which then would have descended to my wife. And wherefore did I marry but to make lawful prize of a rich widow's wealth, and squander it on love and you?  

Fainall is talking to Mrs. Marwood. She is the mistress of Mr. Fainall. 
What he says gives clues to the scheme that has been taken place. He tells her that she had played false with him. If the mirage between Mirabel and Millamant happen, Millamant will be forfeited half of her fortune. This half will go to Mrs. Fainall.  Mr. Fainall will get the money and spend it on Mrs. Marwood. Mr. Fainall is interested in Mrs. Fainall wealth. He may have control of her money to spend it on his mistress.  
