Dante Gabriel Rossetti

There was a group of painter who were not satisfied with the way of painting at that period of time, so they initiated this movement- The Pre- Raphaelite Brotherhood. They were painters and they were poets, both had the artistic and literary qualities. They initiated this movement. Many poets joined this school. Those painters and literary men sought that literature shouldn’t teach morals. They concentrated more on showing the beauty of the work of art. They concentrated on the flesh. They were fascinated by what we call the naturalistic portray. It was an aesthetic movement= art for art sake. They portrayed pictures for their poems. 

They revolted against the code of painting at that period. They wanted to send a message that would affect the moral life. They published their works. But this brotherhood did not last for a long. It received great critical views in the Victorian period. 

Their production was different from the literary production of the Victorian poetry. 

The Pre-Raphaelite was not concerned about society, but about art. They were interested in art for its sake.  They were not successful as they were hoping. But they were great poets. 

Unfortunately, they were attacked. Buchanan attacked the Rosette’s brother hood in an article called*(the fleshy school of poetry)*. The attack was very sever and harsh.  They were attacked for their interest in describing bodies. This brotherhood couldn’t survive for a long time.  
The Rossetti family is a literary family. They were fascinated with the rich classical characters. 

Dante Gabriel Rossetti is one of the major poets of the Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood. His achievement was very significant.  His poetry is different from the Victorian poets. On the contrary of other poets he thought that the poet shouldn’t be involved in the social life. 

 With the death of his wife, he buried his poems with her. After seven years he got his poems back from his wife’s grave.  We can consider his poems as live pictures. 

He wrote his sonnet *the House of Life* it is a collection of sonnets. These sonnets have varied of themes. They are not written in a consequent order, they were written in a long period of time, within 30 years. Some of them were published, some were not. It is a kind of a sonnet sequence consists of 101 sonnets. They don’t follow a kind of psychological or chronological order. They are disconnected. They are varied but they concentrate more on life, death and love. 
From the House of Life

The sonnet
Each sonnet stands of its own.  When we read it we understand it as a unit. There is no direct connection between the sonnets. It is not the same speaker. They were not written in order. These sonnets are- as Rosette said- a moment monuments. They do not follow a chronological order. 

There is no story. Each sonnet can stand of its own. This is the magnificence of the work. 

 The sonnet sequence was initiated to comment on life and love. The title is driven from astrology in which the poet is talking about the Heaven. The house of life is one of the major houses in heaven in astrology. It is divided into twelve; the hose of life is the main one.   

The first sonnet is entitled *The Sonnet* it is a lyric.  It is an Italian –Petrarchan sonnet. In the octave we have the main idea of the poem. In the sestet, we have the solution. We have a beginning and an end. 

The octave;

A Sonnet is a moment's monument,
Memorial from the Soul's eternity
To one dead deathless hour. Look that it be,
Whether for lustral rite or dire portent,
Of its own arduous fulness reverent:
Carve it in ivory or in ebony,
As Day or Night may rule; and let Time see
Its flowering crest impearl'd and orient.

The speaker of the poem is in a state of meditation, of thinking.

He is thinking about a sonnet, what the sonnet is. It is a literary work, a poem, a Petrarchan sonnet- 14 lines- has an octave and a sestet

 Monument= something that is preserved from ancient time; 
A Sonnet is a moment's monument, = a sonnet is a work of art that reflects certain feelings and emotions. The sonnet as a work of art preserves these emotions.  It catches the feelings, the ideas. It captures a moment and preserves it. This preservation becomes a monument.  A sonnet is a work of art created by a poet. It represents something. This thing becomes like a monument. This is why it survives. It is a moment of creating. It takes the spirit of the artist to be completed. The sonnet reveals the spirit of the poet when he wrote it. It is a moment of communion of the poet with the language. It contains the soul of the artist at that period of time so it is a monument.
The speaker is meditating upon the sonnet as a work of art that is created out of the soul. There is a connection between the sonnet and the soul of the creator. It is a deep connection between the soul and the work of art.

Memorial from the Soul's eternity
 It is like a memorial= something reminded. It is like a memorial of the soul.    It has a lot of memories. It is a work that comes over the soul. The sonnet is able to turn the dead moment into something eternal. It is something eternal, memorial. The poet who creates a sonnet in a period of time, a moment, he changes this dead moment into something eternal. Whatever the sonnet says is preserved. 
To one dead deathless hour.
The dead time is preserved in a work of art.  When the poet writes a work of art, time finishes, but the work of art survives. Art preserves the time. 

There is a connection between the sonnet and the soul. It is only the good work of art that could be immortal. It is the live part of the soul. 

Look that it be,
Whether for lustral rite or dire portent,
Of its own arduous fulness reverent:
Carve it in ivory or in ebony,
As Day or Night may rule; and let Time see
Its flowering crest impearl'd and orient.
Lustral = purifying       rite=sermon      dire=sever, serious, critical, horrible,        portent= an omen of something about to happen.
Arduous= difficult, hard        reverent=respect
Carve= cut, shape, engrave, sculpt            ebony= hard black wood

 Orient= brilliant, bright    impearl= to form into pearls, in a round shape. 
The sonnet is either the expression of pure love, life. Whatever the sonnet expresses, it is preserved. It is immortal.  

The sonnet is a kind of work that is delicate. The sonnet is as any work of art. It is like carving statues in which the sculpture does a lot of physical effort. He searches for a piece of wood whether ivory or ebony. He carves hard to fulfill his work. Any work of art takes a lot of work, a lot of effort. It needs time and skill. This talent needs imagination. This talent should be improved. A poet also needs the language to be able to write. He must be patient to improve his work that his work becomes memorial. It is a work that has the soul of the writer.

The sonnet is a work of art that is similar to a sculpture on ivory and ebony. It needs a lot of work. There are good works and bad works – as day and night. 
The speaker here meditates on the sonnet as a work of art that is created out of the soul of the creator. 

The sonnet has the ability to change a dead a moment from the past into an eternal moment.

The sonnet captures time.  
 The use of- May rule- instead of prevail, indicates that it is a complete dominant work of art. Time is the judge for the best works to survive. 

A sonnet is not an easy work of art to create. It needs talent, hard work, creativity so that it will last as a monument. A sonnet is able to change a dead moment into something immortal. Time is significant as art is. A work of art has lasting value. 

The white and black color of day and night; it is the continuous kind of a cycling reoccurring time. 

Carve= shows that a work of art needs a lot of hard work to be fulfilled. The sonnet takes a lot of time to be written. The good sonnet remains for ever shinning. The true work of art last for ever. It is immortal. A mass production may last for a period of time and then fail. 

The sonnet is able to turn a dead moment of the past into a monument. That is why a sonnet becomes immortal. 

The speaker here speaks about the creation of the sonnet. It is not something easy. It needs hard work. It is like carving on ivory and ebony= difficult to carve on it. The sonnet does not come spontaneously. It needs a lot of work, a lot of emotions, creativity, and talent to be an immortal work of art.

The sestet

A Sonnet is a coin: its face reveals
The soul,--its converse, to what Power 'tis due: --
Whether for tribute to the august appeals
Of Life, or dower in Love's high retinue,
It serve; or, 'mid the dark wharf's cavernous breath,
In Charon's palm it pay the toll to Death. 

Coin= a piece of metal used to exchange .it has two edges, double face.

He compares a sonnet to a coin. The sonnet is a coin=the sonnet is a poem written of 14 lines- it has certain feelings, emotions. 
The coin has a picture in on of its faces. 

The sonnet reveals the soul of its creator. it reserves his name. 

 In both a sonnet and a coin, we have characteristics. Each of them represents something significant. The coin represents an amount of money. The sonnet preserves certain feelings, certain theme. It preserves dead moments. We have double significance for the coin and the sonnet. The coin is a symbol and at the same time you can buy with it. The sonnet has a double significance. It immortalizes the poet’s name. It gives experience. We gain experience from reading a sonnet. The face of the sonnet reveals the soul of the poet, the one who composes it. The sonnet is compared to a coin. It is very significant as money. It is something central in man’s life. 

The sonnet reveals something. It is a kind of conversation.

The sonnet might be a dower, a gift for the beloved. 
converse= communicates. The sonnet, any work of art communicates with us. It provides us with experience. The sonnet has power. 

August = majestic             tribute= gift      dower= money given to the bride
Retinue=followers, attendants of a distinguished person.

Cavernous=vast, deep, hollow, echoing

Charon=the ferryman, the one who rose the bows, carries the soul who from the River Styx, it is a river that carries the dead souls after life after life. He is usually given a coin.                                                     Toll=fee, charge, 
The face of the sonnet reveals the true soul of the creator. It may have details about love or even death. On the other face, it conveys the power of the sonnet itself. 
A Sonnet is the core of the soul’s essence. The sonnet can be a tribute for a great person; it may be used to praise someone.  Or it may be like a dowry of a lover for his beloved. A lover can present a sonnet as a dowry for his beloved= as a representation of lover’s feelings to his beloved to immortalize her. Or it may be a sign for the sadness, or lamentation for the death of a dear person-the elegy-.it could represent one of these feelings. 
The sonnet is like the coin that is given to a dead person. 

The sonnet is a monument and it is a coin. it has double significance. 
The sonnet is a work of art that can show different views. 

The sonnet has more meaning than the coin which has only double face. There is a relation between art and time. Time is preserved in art. 

Technicality:

It is a sonnet that consists of an octave and a sestet. It follows the same rhyme scheme of an Italian sonnet. 
The sonnet carries one of the main themes, the theme of love, life and death. 

The sequence is intended to comment on life.

The sonnet is very difficult, very complicated, and very philosophical. The whole sonnet is all sentences. The speaker is philosophizing the significance of the sonnet. There is a lot of richness and depth.

The tone of the speaker is a serious and philosophical tone. 

The octave deals with the soul’s eternity and the sestet is concerned about how it is concerned about our view. 
