 POETRY
                         LECTURE ONE : INTRODUCTION


We are going to study the literature of the nineteenth century..It's a very interested period, it is full of achievements. In the nineteenth century period we are going to experience in the first semester we will read about the Romantic Movement and then in the second term we will be introduced to the Victorian movement.
Both movements occurred in the same century which is the nine tenth century.
The romantic period "introduction"
 What is the meaning of the word romantic?? Love, feelings, emotions, nature, imagination.
 What is the origin of the word romantic? Originally it's from Latin but at that time it did not mean love it meant vernacular which is something strange. The meaning of words change through time. In the seventeenth century the word romance gave another meaning: imaginative or factious or extravagant in the 18th century the word romance gave the meaning of the description of nature of the landscape the word romantic gave this connotation.
If we look at the etymology of the word the root of the word and how it had developed through the passage of time we notice that the word gave so many connotations.
Why this period is called the romantic period???
Through what date did this period extended??
It was from 1798-1832 historically dated.
Why these specific dates??
First of all, because in this date 1798 a collection of poems were written by Coleridge and words worth two of the major romantic poets it was entitled the lyrical ballads. The lyrical ballads were published in 1798. (Very important date).because it is the date of the publication of the lyrical ballads and beginning of the romantic period.
What are the lyrical ballads??
They were poems written by Coleridge and words worth, but these poems were different not like the traditional 18th century poets not like the pomes of gray and Dryden they were different they have different method; they were imaginative, using different language.
  Was that the only thing that led to the change in the way of writing poems?
What we will notice in every literary period that these changes occurred because of other changes, changes in society, changes in philosophy, changes in science, changes in politics, changes in economy notice all of these reasons helped to change the thinking mind of the people.
If we go back before the beginning of the 19th century, actually the last years of the 18th century…do you remember when they invented the printing press, before they used to print by hand but with the invention of the printing press in the 15th century many books were printed which meant people could read and get educated and education spread widely this is one of the reasons that lead to change. Do you remember the discovery of the steam engine which was used in ships and trains it helped in transportation .this helped in the expansion of Brittan they colonized Far East and import the riches of the world, so they had factories they had the power of money, they were the greatest nation on earth in the 19th century. This great wealth in England helped to change the English people and the English political system as well.
When we go back to the 12-13th century...do you remember the feudal system??
Which we have the king on top of the pyramid and he owns all of the land and he divides it between the nobility who sell it to people and so on>>>….so we have what we call hierarchal system till we reach the poor who work and gain nothing. They barely feed themselves.
This system changed do you remember Cromwell? And the development of the parliament this was actually the beginning towards democracy. We have a parliament, it has to houses: House of Lords and House of Commons. The political system is owned by royalty of course you cannot be a member of parliament if you don’t have thousands of Acers of land. Of course here we notice the beginning of the rise of the noble class, business men how started to work in factories, those manufacturers with the power of money started to demand reforms, they want to be members of the parliament because they have money to buy land so when the upper middle class become members of parliament theY demand some changes some reforms..So the political system started to become more democratic.
England was a great country it had the power of money and the power of navy. England changed from an agricultural country to an industrial country. Those traders employ workers even women and children starting from the age of six with low wages in mines in chimney sweeping which is dangerous for children most of them die before reaching the age of fifteen. So the working class suffered greatly in the 19th century. This affected many of the thinking minds of the period whom we call the humanists which means people thinking of for humans..Those reformers were not only literary people but also normal people how cared for human rights..
But what made them thing of such reforms???
Some revolutions that occurred out of the English impair that occurred in France and in America helped in changing the minds of thinking people. One of those revolutions is the American Revolution. When America was discovered it had many immigrants it was all colonies these colonies fought for their independence with their leader gorge Washington and they had their independence in   1774.
This revolution is an expression of freedom of choice. Another significant revolution is the French revolution. The French revolution occurred in 1789.
Why did the French revolution have that strong impact on the British thinking minds of England?  
Because it was a revolution for freedom the motto of the revolution was:
1. Liberty = freedom
2. Fraternity = brotherhood
3. Equality
The French people suffered a lot on the hands of the French monarchy, in France the political system there was a monarchy system. The kings and queens of France enjoyed all the pleasures of life, which means that they suck the blood of the poor people and unfortunately the poor people suffered a lot from poverty, from the inequality, from being slaves to the monarchs, so they started a kind of revolution.
The Bastille prison was the place where the French political system imprisoned all the people who demanded change and reform. So the French people were bored of this system so they invaded the prison and freed thousands of prisoners.  
The revolution with its ethical basis was a great one because its cause was: 1.liberty = freedom   2.fraternity = brotherhood 3. Equality
The French revolution was an outcry not only for France but for whole Europe because it was so enthusiastic that the British writers, the Germans the Spanish all of them they welcomed the revolution. But UN fortunately the revolution did not fulfill its motto, because it turned again with Napoleon Bonaparte to be autocratic system, because there was blood shedding most of the royalty, the nobles were killed some of them ran away to other countries .it was a bloody revolution. It did not establish democracy of curse it changed the system from monarchy to parliamentary system. But UN fortunately the revolution did not fulfill its motto.
The French revolution with its entire ideal philosophical basis was welcomed by the British thinkers, they enjoyed it but unfortunately it was disappointing at the end.
Wordsworth was greatly impressed with revolution, he wanted the change for his country too but it did not turn the way he expected. 
Notice the dates of the 2 revolutions the American and the French they are almost at the end of the 18th century. All of these changes helped to reshape the minds of the literary minds of British thinkers men and women.
Besides all this there were discoveries in astronomy, in geography in science, there were new inventions…which helped man to use his mind to look deeply in things..so we see changes in everything even in philosophy many writers started to write about the rights of man like Tom Paine in his book the rights of man, in this book, he welcomed greatly the French revolution because he was very impressed by it, he talked about all human rights for the rich and the poor the right of education the right of living a prosperous life, his book was very influential.
We have also Edmond burke who wrote reflections on the French revolution 
Edmond burke was against the French revolution he condemned it because it wasn’t a peaceful one.
Another thinker of the 19th century was William Godwin; he was interested in inquiring about political justice, justice for all men and women.
In economy we will talk about how the middle class started its growth and how they gained their richness and how the factory owners and the miners, traders and business how they could become very rich.
What helped the money owners to become rich is the policy of the political system which was on their side. Which means for example if I have a factory I have the right to employ as many workers as I can in my factory but I also have the right to give them the wage that I decide , which means that the government will not interfere in my business. So we can see here the great freedom for the factory owners and the miners .so the business men employed thousands of workers with very low wages, they pay them less and they gain more. This is what helped in the growth.
Now this is a theory called Laissez-faire its French and it means let alone, do not interfere, so this a theory that holds that the general welfare can be ensured only by the free operation of economic laws which means that the government will not interfere in the laws of the business men .The government must maintain a policy of strict noninterference and this doesn't protect the workers but on the other hand it helped in the growth of economy.
The result of this policy is inadequate: low wages, long hours of work, bad conditions. Many of the villagers went to the city seeking a better life but they didn’t find what they were looking for like the story of Oliver Twist he lived a poor life, the poor lived a very sordid life, they lived in slums,, small rooms crowded with a huge number of people, no ventilation, no sanitary with sewages stretched around these slums. The slums were built by the factory owners.
So we have talked about the great expansion and wealth of the British Empire and how this great wealth affected people.
In faith or in religion people started to feel the power of wealth and money so the established Christian religion started to lose it power why is that???
Because earlier in time the church dominated the wealth of the country the pope and the church people were very rich people so, the people felt that this faith that they believed in did not reach its values. So the people started to look for other spiritual illumination of course what helped this shift in faith was the industrial atmosphere that appeared in that period of time. 
Many thinking people like Tom Paine and others who were considered humanists who are thinking of reforms they demanded reforms, that demanded change to give the people what they deserve, so many bills were presented in the parliament.
What is a bill????
A bill is like suggestion written by one member of the parliament who has to take several signatures from the people who support this bill and then they present it in parliament. The parliament will argue about the bill is it suitable to be established as an act or not.
One of these bills is the reform bill (1832) and it is very significant why???
Because this bill took a long debate in the British parliament.
What is it about???
It is about voting. In the British parliament, in the British political system not everyone is allowed to vote, how can vote???
The people with money the people who have certain level of wealth and the poor class do not have the right to vote.
The reform bill in 1832 actually is a very significant step towards democracy. It allowed the lass not all the working class but those who have certain income. So the reform bill in 1832 allowed more people to vote, when we have more people voting we have more democratic system, elect representatives..If you look at the date you see that it is specified in the romantic period.
2 dates are important: 1. the publication of the lyrical ballads (1798)
2. The reform bill (1832)
Examples from reform:
Before education was limited to those who can pay for tutors and governesses to teach their children or to send their children to school. The poor people were not able to send their children to school , what was available for the poor children was Sunday school where they go to church to be taught the basics of writing and reading not that much of education. So, poor people did not have proper education but education took along run through the 19th century till it developed but after a very long time. Primary education was compulsory towards the end of the century. girls before were not allowed to go to school but at the end of the century they were sent to universities but when the finish studying they do not get a certificate they get only a paper saying that they studied, this is one of the injustices on the female part.
We will see during the Victorian age a lot of reforms considering women, one of the is the question of women.
Now all of these influences with the help of the humanists in the romantic period were reflected on the literary thinking minds of men and women.
With all these changes all these factors, what is the meaning of romanticism???
Romanticism is a kind of a revolt, a  second revolution but a revolution in the thinking mind against the aristocratic, political and social norms it was a revolution against the age of enlightenment  which is the 18th century. It’s a reaction against the scientific realization of nature.
This Romantic Movement occurred in art: literature music and painting. It had a great impact on people and their shift in sensibilities:
1. Individualism the impact on man and woman
2. Humanism (reforms)
3. Philosophy (acts against rationalism) made man question the validity of inherited traditions 
4. Religion>>the power of church people started to search for spiritual reality 
5. Imagination. , very significant.because here it helps in searching for reality and in communicating truthfully.
So, all of these factors helped in the shift of the sensibility of the romantic thinkers. Of these factors Wordsworth and Coleridge the two main romantic poets cooperated in writing the lyrical ballads.
What are the lyrical ballads???
The lyrical ballad are collection of poems , short and long poems, most of these poems were written by words worth and very few were written by Coleridge.
When these poems were published people were shocked by this kind of new poetry because the language it was written by was different..It was simple direct language full of emotions and different themes.
Wordsworth and Coleridge presented a preface or an introduction to the lyrical ballads; they write what they think poetry should be words worth defined poetry as: 
The spontaneous overflow of powerful feelings.
The publication of the lyrical ballads dates the beginning of the romantic period.
What are the themes that those poets used to write about???
They talked about various things about life, about idealistic views but also they concentrated on certain specific rules: 
1. The heroic isolation of the artist
The artist in this changing world felt alienated
2. New themes on women and children ex. The thorn ,the idiot
3.super natural powers.
4. the untamed nature
Who are the romantic poets?
The romantic poets are a group of writers devided into 2 the old generation and the young  generation.
In the old generation we have:
William Blake
William words worth
T.S. Coleridge    

The young generation we have:
Lord Byron
r.b.shelley
j.keats
For next week we will read:
The lamp
Songs of experience
Songs of innocence
The tiger
Holly Thursday 
Songs of experience and songs of innocence are 2 collections written by Blake they represent the 2 sides of man.
 




 



