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Novel (2)

Jane Austen:

· She was educated with her family (her father and elder brother). She was writing realism and satire. 
· When she was at the age of 14, she wrote the novel “Love and Friendship” and she wrote another book called “The History of England” where she criticized a historian who wrote about the history of England in a mocking and satirical way.
· Before her father’s death, they were living pretty well as they were set among the landed gentry who own lands. But after that, they really suffered from financial problems when her father died. So, they moved to a small village called Chawton. In Chawton, they stopped going to parties or dancing or socialize and her mother was doing the house work and in such isolation Jane Austen wrote more of her novels. 
· Jane Austen felt unwell and she became ill but she ignored her illness and continued in her writings. Then, she was died unmarried in 1817. 
· Her early works of poetry, novel and history were written in a house were they reacted the play. At that time, they went to the theatre to attend all they read (of Shakespeare plays) and they react it in the living room with their father and mother, this was what the British did in the eighteenth century. This gives to Jane’s novels the sense of comedy because she reacted always the comic plays that were played at the time. 
· Her father was educated at Oxford and has a huge library, and her mother was coming from aristocratic family. Her father was never anticipated that Jane would be a published writer and that is why she was not writing in her real name. 

· Austen mixed both realism and romanticism, these all go back to her good education or background. 
· The first of her novels was “Sense and Sensibility” published in 1811, her second novel was “Pride and Prejudice” published in 1813, and “Mansfield Park” published in 1813, “Emma” published 1816, “Persuasion” published in 1818 and “Northanger Abbey” published in 1818. 
· All Jane Austen’s novels have a simple plot and the action is very small. Most of the power of the novel lies in the simplicity of the action, it is totally respected. We have the conversation, the language, the comedy and the mocking sentimental novels or the novels of sensibility as her first novel “Sense and Sensibility”. Sensibility means extra emotions. In her novels, everything is exaggerated emotionally because she wanted to make fun of how sentimental novel used to be considered an extra emotion novel and everything is exaggerated. So, she made fun of and satirize the sentimental novels.
· She was educated at home but she went to some sort of school like a boarding school. Jane and her sister Cassandra went to another home where the lady of the house was very educated and she taught them. It was a sort of education known at that time, where the student live for a year or two in a house of educated person and such person educate the student in return for some money, then the student went back home after that. Jane and Cassandra went fro less than a year and then they return back home because the father suffered from financial problems. So, she was educated at home by her father and elder brothers. 
· Jane Austen has six brothers and one sister, which is considered a big family. 
· There were two people came to Jane’s life and there was marriage plan. The first one was a young Irish man that she fall in love with but destiny came along because financially they could not marry because he came from an ordinary family and she could not bring him money as well. So, both families never agree this marriage and they decided to leave each other and never see each other again. This is important because it affected her novels that there is no someone can marry another if the family does not encourage him. The family that is suffering financial problems prepare the member of the family to marry someone who has inherit so that the whole family benefit. 
· The second person whom Austen agreed on was a rich man who had land and inherited. Jane Austen decided to accept his proposal to save her mother and sister form the financial problems they were passing by at that time. She decided to accept his proposal to secure a house for them and get them away from the financial district. She thought to accept the proposal to save her family although he was an ugly person, who is nervous, harsh and stutter when he speaks. But in the next day, she changed her mind and refused him. All these events were known from Jane’s letters that she wrote at that time. 
· A lot of Jane’s letters were burned by her sister Cassandra after Jane’s death. So, we lost a lot of history about her social life. 
· During Jane’s life time, she was not a famous writer and her novels were not popular in the 18th century. In 19th century, people did not like her books as they found that her novels are too sentimental and emotional. People at that time wanted realism and they wanted satire and irony that is in a hard way like “Oliver Twist” and “David Copperfield”. They wanted more realism and more mockery until the end of the 19th century. Then after, after her death, she became a famous writer. 
· So, Jane Austen was born in 1775 and died in 1817. Her social class was the class of land gentry. She was educated by her father and elder brothers. She criticized the novels of sensibility or the sentimental novels.
Sentimental novels relied on emotional response, both from their readers and characters. They feature scenes of distress and tenderness, and the plot is arranged to advance emotions rather than action.
· The sentimental novels rely on emotional response (رد فعل عاطفي) both from the readers and characters. This means that emotion is what has a role in the story of the novel, not the action. She is criticizing it. 
· The plots are comic but they always highlight something from her life, something that is really her own problem. She never got married and when she talked about marriage, she always related it to social standard (the marriage for social class) or money (she has a social class but get married for financial problems). So, this pressure on woman was emphasized in her novels. 
· She was educated at home and she left with her sister to school or house where they educated girls but they came back because of the financial problems. The school curriculum may properly included branch telling needle work and embroidery, dancing music and may be a bit of drama.

· Tom Lefroy is the name of the first person that Jane liked. He was an Irish man who was facing the same financial state as Austen and the families refused their marriage because no one will add anything to the other’s finance or social class. So, they decided to leave each other. 
· The second person, Harris Bigg-Wither, is the person who has money, land and has power whom she agreed to marry but after that she changed her mind. We can find a character like him in the novel “Pride and Prejudice” whom is the relative that will inherit Mr. Bennet’s land because Mr. Bennet’s land is a kind that only inherited by males while he has only five daughters. This relative is not likes by Elizabeth but she was forced to consider his marriage proposal because of her father’s inheritance, otherwise they will lose all their land.  
· Our novel “Pride and Prejudice” was originally entitled “First Impressions”. It is the first impression of Elizabeth about Mr. Darcy and his impression about her as well. 
· “Pride and Prejudice” means: Pride = كبرياء – Prejudice = تحامُل. 
· Pride is what Mr. Darcy had and Prejudice is what Elizabeth had against him. Prejudice means to hold anger against someone. 
· So, the father died and the financial situation deteriorated. Then she moved to Chawton. She did not live to enjoy her fame because one of the reasons is that she wrote under anonymous name. 
· There are two societies: the first was in the early 1880’s that the critic Leslie Stephen called ‘Austenolatry’. 

· Her relative called James Edward Austen-Leigh wrote a book entitled “A Memoire of Jane Austen” in 1869, which means fifty years after her death. Memoire = means her life. In this book, he narrated her life and when she started to become interested and write novels. 
· After ‘Austenolatry’, another huge and more distinguish group came and they were called the ‘Janeites” and they have a lot of activities and still exist till now.
· F. R. Leavis and Ian Watt said that Jane Austen combined Henry Fielding's and Samuel Richardson's qualities. Something which made people still searching for her works and interested in her works. Not only that, but the two critics said also that Jane is superior than Henry Fielding and Samuel Richardson and this gives her a high level between academics. She is superior in the qualities of interiority, irony, realism and satire. 
· There most two theories were wrote about related to Jane Austen were Feminist theory and Postcolonial theory. They are he most popular theories applied on Jane Austen’s works. 
· In 2003, Austen’s “Pride and Prejudice” became the second in the BBC’s The Big Read national poll. 
· Jane Austen style was parody and burlesque. Parody means imitation – to imitate a certain work but at the same time make fun of it. The word burlesque is originally an Italian word and it means to make fun. 
· Her style is also irony, free indirect speech and realism. Free indirect speech means that a novel is written in first person method of narration and the narrator express himself too much better. Conversational language is important because if you do not have action then you rely on conversation and language. Realism = means everyday life. 
· The major themes of Jane Austen are education and reading (which was important to her life as well and something she care about), morality (every writer wants to teach a moral), religion (use religious subjects), genre (male and female), politics (is not found very much in her novels but mentioned in the conversations), property and class (very important because it really affected her life), and individual and society (individual is part of the society). 
Pride and Prejudice:

· The plot of the novel is very simple. 
· There are five sisters namely Jane, Elizabeth, Marry, Kitty and Lydia. Jane is the beautiful, Elizabeth is the intelligent and her father’s luck, Marry is bookish, Kitty is the immature, and Lydia is the spoiled. They are five unmarried daughters and each one has a quality. Their life goes up-side down when two men came into their lives. 
· Mrs. Bennet is the mother and she is stereotype. She is trivial and shallow. All what she care about is marrying her five daughters. Mrs. Bennet became such a famous character as a stereotype character. She is a typical English wife of the eighteenth century who is very shallow, talks a lot and very hyper. All she cares about is marrying her daughter and money. She is a comic character. 
· Mr. Bennet is the father. He is a quite man. He is a sarcastic man who has a cynic sense of humor. Like his wife, he cared about marrying his daughters even the first lines of the novel talk about the daughters and marriage. 
· Mr. Bingley is the gentleman who rents Netherfield Park near Longbourn. So, he comes in and Mrs. Bennet knows about him. She ran after him and she knew that he is wealthy and unmarried. Immediately she started to plan with her husband that Mr. Bingley should to marry Jane as Jane is the oldest and she is the beauty of all her sisters. So, they went to his party and Jane met Mr. Bingley; they liked each other and dance together and the plan of the mother starts to work. 
· Darcy is the friend of Bingley. Darcy and Elizabeth are the hero and heroine of the novel as they are the pride and prejudice. Bingley asked Darcy to dance with Jane’s sister (Elizabeth) but Elizabeth is not beautiful enough and he does not like her. Elizabeth heard Darcy telling Bingley that she is not enough for him and Elizabeth starts to be prejudice against him. After that Mr. Bingley left the village suddenly and he never even left letters and he disappeared from their life. the mockery of the sentimental novel is that the mothers and the daughters exaggerated that Mr. Bingley left Jane and gives emotional exaggerated response for that. 
· Elizabeth talked to Mr. Darcy telling him that Mr. Bingley disappearance is not normal.

· During reading the novel, you will notice a lot of travelling and they spend a month or two in their friends’ houses because of the long distances. So, Elizabeth travelled to a friend’s house where the house of Darcy is close to and she started to see him regularly. The point that Jane Austen wanted to emphasize is that Darcy started liking Elizabeth later on because although he is told that she is not beautiful, he liked her character. This is something that shows that feminist theory is emphasized in Jane’s works. Then he proposed to marry her and when he proposed her, she refused for two reasons. The first reason returns to Jane’s distress or sadness because Bingley left. The second reason is after the officers came to the village and they became friends with them, while they were talking about Darcy, one of the officers (Wickham) told her that Darcy is a bad person. 
· When she faced Darcy with these reasons, Darcy answered that it is right that he advised Bingley to leave Jane and that Jane is not suitable. Then he defend himself against the second reason and told her that Wickham is a liar and he was going to escape with his sister and he stands against him and that is why he created all these lies about him. 
·  After that comes a news that Lydia escaped with the officer and this was a scandal because if she is not get married to the officer, the Bennet girls will not get married because this is considered a huge scandal. The mother’s response was of extra emotion and the drama with her reaction. The father goes trying to solve the problem and suddenly it is solved and they got married. Then Mr. Bingley came back and proposed to Jane and Elizabeth married Darcy and the novel ends a happy ending. 
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