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Novel (3)

Pride and Prejudice

by Jane Austen

· In the article, the gender roles are reversed in “Pride and Prejudice”. Elizabeth basically plays a male role and it is proved by examples. Darcy plays a female role. As an idea, this is shocking. 
· Elizabeth has male qualities because as any father who has two daughters, her father treated her as a son and she is the son figure to the father. She occupied qualities of a male like being intelligent, initiation, her confidence and the way she thinks. 
· Darcy has feminine qualities like being very delicate and this delicacy is proven because he cannot express his emotions and he used to write long letters. This is what the girl do not the man. Elizabeth used to write short letters and short sentences which is the qualities of a male. 
· Darcy likes to write letters and he does not speak and according to the critic this is feminine. He does not initiate. He feels shy to speak to people that he does not know which a typical female behavior. He is shy and isolated and if he speaks he gives short answers. He is weaker towards Elizabeth because she has the control. Elizabeth is the male in their relationship and he is the female. Even Darcy is a feminine name not a masculine name!
The tools of Jane Austen’s language (tools of characterization):-

· The tool of action: Mr. Darcy words, dialogue and behavior does not show at all that he is humble or a kind man at all but his actions in the novel revealed his true character. The characterization of Mr. Darcy was revealed through actions otherwise we can think that he is cold which is very common among British people. Excessive emotion is considered a weakness in the character, he is too emotional and this is a reaction to romanticism. This is why although the novel apparently considered a love story but it is not as it is basically criticizing and mocking sentimental and emotional novels. Darcy is less friendly as he does not converse with anyone but his actions show that he is an honorable and caring man when he rescued Lydia. 
· Direct characterization: from chapter one, Jane Austen or the narrator is describing the characters of the novel. “Mr. Bennet was so odd a mixture of quick parts, sarcastic humour, reserve, and caprice, that the experience of three and twenty years had been insufficient to make his wife understand his character. Her mind was less difficult to develope. She was a woman of mean understanding, little information, and uncertain temper. When she was discontented, she fancied herself nervous. The business of her life was to get her daughters married; its solace was visiting and news.” Here she described Mr. and Mrs. Bennet. In the novel, Darcy was described in the same way but he was described generally but it does not mentioned by Jane Austen that he is an honorable kind man and she left it as others and society will mention it. He was described physically by Lucas and then the narrator described him when she compared him to Mr. Bingley – that he was superior than Mr. Bingley. So, she can use direct characterization with another tool which is action. She can use direct characterization and mix it with dialogue. Dialogue is a very important tool of characterization. Like in the conversation where the narrator did not tell us that Miss Bingley like Darcy and she has an eye on him but through the conversation and the dialogue Austen shows the character of Miss Bingley, the character of Darcy and what happened. 
"How delighted Miss Darcy will be to receive such a letter!" 

He made no answer. 

"You write uncommonly fast." 

"You are mistaken. I write rather slowly." 

"How many letters you must have occasion to write in the course of the year! Letters of business too! How odious I should think them!" 

"It is fortunate, then, that they fall to my lot instead of to yours." 

"Pray tell your sister that I long to see her." 

"I have already told her so once, by your desire." 

"I am afraid you do not like your pen. Let me mend it for you. I mend pens remarkably well." 

"Thank you—but I always mend my own." 

"How can you contrive to write so even?" 

He was silent.

· So, from the dialogue and the conversation, we get the characterization. The character of Darcy cannot answer very well. From the dialogue, we come to know that he does not look at her as inferior and still the conversation goes puts on a certain characteristics on Mr. Darcy. 
· Miss Bingley here appeared to be talkative and curious always wanted to know everything. 
· Social standards: this is very clear in Mr. Collins. Jane Austen does not put Mr. Collins much in direct characterization. Since he came, he is always talking about one character namely Lady Catherine de Bourgh. Catherine is from a really aristocratic upper class. He works for her but he talks about her all the time. Mr. Collins character cares a lot about the social ladder and he wants to go to Lady Catherine level. He wanted to be associated to her all the time and be closer to her level. He occupies a sort of indeterminate position in the social scale. “On one hand he owes his job to Lady Catherine, but on the other hand he is in a better social position than the Bennet family since all their stuff will automatically go to him when Mr. Bennet dies. What's really interesting about him is that he kind of transcends class altogether by doing this weird trick of borrowing Lady de Bourgh's status to boost his own. Check out how, when he proposes to Elizabeth, he stresses that one of the top things he has to offer is the awesomeness of being Lady de Bourgh's second most favorite lapdog.” 
· Elizabeth is the heroine and the protagonist of the novel. She is the main character of the novel that the actions will be going around. The story is around Elizabeth not Darcy because although Darcy is the hero but he is not the round character. Here we have to say that Jane Austen used the direct characterization and dialogue as when we read the novel we will find that the most intelligent dialogue was Elizabeth’s dialogues. Elizabeth always has the very intelligent philosophical dialogues to show her character. 
· Mrs. Bennet is a stereotype of the English lady in the eighteenth century. She is a very important character in the novel. “Pride and Prejudice” is not only a love story but there are layers and layers inside and it is criticizing the English society. It is criticizing marriage for money; it is criticizing the upper class hypocrisy and the difference between classes. Among all the characters, Mrs. Bennet represents comedy. “Pride and Prejudice” is a comic novel but all the comedy is in Mrs. Bennet’s character. She is tiresome, noisy and foolish. She is a woman consumed by the desire to see her daughters married. Austen uses her continually to highlight the necessity of marriage for young women. Mrs. Bennet also serves as a middle-class counterpoint to such upper-class snobs as Lady Catherine. Counterpoint means a person that is your reflection but actually it is not your reflection but it is the opposite of you. Mrs. Bennet and Lady Catherine are both old women but one from the middle class and the other from the upper class. Both of them are shallow, foolish and silly however they are opposite in their behavior. So, they are mirror or a counterpoint. Miss Bingley also serve as a counterpoint to Mrs. Bennet. 
The Style of writing:

· The style of Jane Austen is unlike her contemporaries. The novel characterized by narrative style. It is very simple and very clear unlike the other writers who were writing in a difficult way at that time. This means that she is a good writer and her audiences were upper class educated people as lower class cannot understand the vocabulary. Jane Austen wrote for all ages and all levels. 
· There are breaks and dialogues. She always goes to dialogues. In some parts, the author determined into the mind of one or more of the characters. Austen would break most of the time into the mind of Elizabeth especially in the time when Elizabeth started to change her mind about Darcy – she does not act like she likes him, so we have to go into her mind. This shows the humor of Elizabeth and this show what is going on in her mind. 
· Austen’s style has no form as there are dividing and changing and polishing all the time. 
· Language means vocabulary, diction and grammar. Style is different as it is the way of writing whether simple or clear. Austen’s use of diction (words) is important. Austen rarely repeat a word in one page or one paragraph which means she has a variety of vocabulary and synonyms. She used a lot of vocabulary which make the reading enjoyable. The sentence structure: she used a longer sentences and then shorter sentences to make a flow and have a rhythm. The dictions and vocabulary she used is considered archaic (old) which was very agreeable at the time. “It was first broken by Mrs. Annesley, a genteel, agreeable-looking woman,” notice the use of the words genteel and agreeable-looking. This is an example of the archaic vocabulary. Also, we have the couplet structure of the sentence for example “Miss Bennet's pleasing manners grew on the good will of Mrs. Hurst and Miss Bingley; and though the mother was found to be intolerable and the younger sisters not worth speaking to, a wish of being better acquainted with them was expressed towards the two eldest.” The Bingley though that the Bennet’s mother was intolerable and the younger sisters not worth as they are too shallow. And the only wish for them to see the Bennet’s is for Elizabeth and Jane. Austen can say it in a simpler way but this is the way of structure of Jane Austen. 
The themes:
· We have the themes of love and marriage, and property and marriage. 
· The marriages in the novel are: (1) Darcy and Elizabeth, (2) Bingley and Jane, (3) Charlotte Lucas and Mr. Collins, and (4) Wickham and Lydia. 
· Jane Austen wanted to emphasis that Darcy and Elizabeth are the first complete marriage. It is not a marriage that is based on property or based on appearance but it is based on love and reason as well. 
· The marriage of Bingley and Jane is based on love only. 

· Mr. and Mrs. Bennet had a very old fashioned marriage and it is not based on understanding. 
· Charlotte Lucas and Mr. Collins marriage is based on money. It is the typical theme of property and marriage. Happiness in marriage is entirely a matter of chance. 
· Wickham and Lydia of course is a rootless marriage. Wickham is only a soldier who married her because of the money of Darcy. 
· Appearance verses reality is a very common theme. When Darcy saw Elizabeth, he does not like her from her appearance as she is not beautiful then he discovered the reality of her and she does not like him because of his mind and then she discovered his reality. 
· Social class is a theme that also bothers Jane Austen. Jane Austen’s family lost their money and they passed by circumstances that made them suffer and it affected her marriage. Also, the theme of reputation goes with the theme of social class as reputation is what people think about characters and what they say about them; what people said about Lydia when she escaped, what people said about Bingley when he left suddenly and what people said about Darcy. 
· “Pride and Prejudice” is not considered an autobiographical novel but there are autobiographical elements in the novel. While “Jane Eyre” by Charlotte Bronte is an autobiographical novel. 
The setting:

· Time: between 1797 and 1813.
· Place: rural England. This kind of novel is called country house novel. 
· There is always a relationship emphasized between man and house like when Elizabeth came to Darcy’s place, she was astonished by the architecture and the beauty of the house. 
· Antagonist definition:

· Antagonist is the adversary of a hero or a protagonist of a drama or other literary work.
· Antagonist is the opponent, competitor, enemy or rival.

· Antagonist is a person or a group of people who oppose the main character. 
** The opponent here is the society because there is not a direct enemy to Elizabeth Bennet. 
· ** Antagonist = snobbish class consciousness. People are aware to social class. It can be seen in Lady Catherine and Mrs. Bennet. Antagonist here is not a character but the society that is snobbish at class conscious. 
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