Second Semester



Civilization (8)
Fourth Year
** We stopped last time when; the monasteries were dissolved. The monks who protested against the dissolution of the monasteries got executed in the premises of the monasteries, in the green part of the monasteries, but soon a protest broke out in the northern part against these changes.   

The Pilgrimage of Grace: 

People in the north broke out in a protest. This protest was called The Pilgrimage of Grace. It was led by a person called Roberts Aske. The protest broke out in York. When the movement started, it was peaceful and unarmed.  They roamed the streets of the northern part just for showing their protest against the changes that had been affected by the monarch. Against the instructions of Robert Aske, things have developed and it turned into a violent protest. The movement attacked the monarch’s troops in the northern part. This gave the reason for the monarch to send over his troops to crush this movement and to execute its leaders including Robert Aske.
With this, England has reached a stage of stability. The king has been granted his desires. He stands supreme over the whole England including the church; and he was granted a male heir, because his wife Jane Seymour whom he married only one week after the execution of Anne Boleyn, born him his only son. 

But things were very far from stability and security. In the thirties of the sixteenth century, he needed to address three issues: 
· To fortify the Protestant faith in England. 
· When England severed all her relation with the Pope, Spain and France got united because of what England did. Their front is a mighty one, so Henry VIII needed to address this issue and to protect the borders of England from any attack on the part of Spain and France. 

· The third issue is economic. He has to face the problem of the ever-rising prices. There was an enormous rise in prices that threatened the social structure of the English society. 
The religious issue 

Personally speaking, Henry VIII didn’t desire to affect any kind of change to his own faith. It was enough for him to be the head of the church just to keep the Pope away. He wanted to practice the old faith in the same way, but there are his supporters led by Cromwell and Cranmer. His supporters are people from the midland and from the southern part. Most of them are merchants and Middle-class people. They are the first people who endorsed the call of Martin Luther.  Most of his supporters are Protestants. 
Of course, during the reign of Henry VIII, they were not called Protestants. They were called “Lutherans”, “the men of the new learning”, “reformers”, or they were called “heretics”. It was only during the reign of his son Edward that they were called Protestants.
 Because he was very smart, he needed to yield to the desire of his supporters, because without their support, he can’t rule England.  Their demands were to effect the change. 
· In all the churches throughout Christendom, all the services were in Latin. On the advice of Cromwell and Cranmer, they suggested to have part of the prayers, though not the whole service, to be said in English rather than in Latin. This would increase their allies’ support to him, because he is addressing their nationalistic sense.
· The Bible was translated in English and published. All the bibles were written in Latin, because only few who could interpret the word of the lord, only those who had the knowledge can do so. 

· He sets up the great Bible in all churches, so all those who go to say their prayer would see the Bible written in English. The great bible was hold so, because of the huge size of its pages. Not everybody can afford to buy the books. 
· Loud sermons and loud prayers in English were allowed to be said. 
· He removed all the lyrics; he removed all the paintings and the statues. There is no alter, no candle- burning, no images, and no statues in the protestant church. 
The Act of Six Articles
Observers would say that the king is quiet bias to the Protestants, to the new faith. In order to affect the balance, he passed an act that was called The Act of Six Articles. This act was issued with the agreement of the parliament.  This act was issued to address balance between the new faith and Catholicism. According to this act:

· He maintained the canon of celibacy. In this, he went against the advice of Cromwell and Cranmer, because Cranmer, being an Archbishop of Canterbury, he has a wife. But after issuing of this act, he was forced to send his wife away. 
· He kept the rite of confession. 
· He emphasized that during The Lord’s Supper, the wine and the bread would turn by miracle into real fresh and real blood of Christ. 
Anybody who violates this act, and does not implement this act, the punishment is execution. So, personally, he didn’t want to change anything in the old faith, but because he wanted to please his supporters, he did that. Later on, when he wanted to affect the balance, he issued The Act of Six Articles.
The political issue: 
On the advice of Cromwell, Henry allied England with a group of German princes to form a front.  All of them are Protestants. He wanted to create a front that would equal the front created by Spain and France in its power, in its military capabilities.  
The alliance was not enough for Cromwell; he wanted this alliance to have a social dimension. He wanted to have a token for this newly created relation. Cromwell proposed that Henry VIII, since he is a widower right now to marry a German princess by the name of Anne of Cleves. She is a princess coming from a state in northern Germany. Henry VIII would not marry somebody whom he hasn’t set an eye on.  He sent a royal artist over to Germany to have her painting.  Henry was disguised to see her. The moment he saw her, he developed an instant dislike towards her. He was calling her “The Flanders Mare”. Because of this dislike, he asked Cromwell to have his marriage to Anne of Cleves annulled. Cromwell showed a little hesitation to do this. He did grant him this annulment immediately. Cromwell was accused of treason, he was trialed and executed. Cromwell was appointed as the king’s secretary,  but later because of his services to the king, he was promoted to be  the ”vicar-general”, the deputy of the king in all religious matters. Soon the marriage was annulled and declared void. She received pension and stayed in one of the royal palaces away from the king. 
The truce between France and Spain was about to end. Henry knew this though his spies. When he came to know about the end of the truth between these two mighty states, he attacked Scotland, because the Scottish army was growing in number and strength, and because they are living on the same island, he needed to check this growth, so he sent a military campaign over to Scotland. The result was less than satisfactory; it achieved nothing, but this campaign provoked the Scots who sent a huge army over to England; this army was a way from being united. Therefore, the English army lost only seven soldiers; in return, Scots lost hundreds of their soldiers either to death or to captivity. They were taken prisoners, and hundreds died in the field of the battle. The Scots and the English met at Solway Moss where the Scots got defeated.
 James IV died. He was succeeded by his son, James V. Within one week after this defeat, the king died leaving the Scots to their infant queen, his daughter, Mary of Scots.  She was only an infant. He did not leave a male heir.  In order to practice more pressure, Henry VIII left his army on the borders with Scotland, and he practiced pressures on the Scots to agree to have their infant queen to be betrothed to his son Edward. This means that if they agreed on this betrothal, the Scots would be ruled by Edward when he grows up and marries the girl. The Scots hesitated and prepared a way to have her escape. From Scotland, they sent her on a board of a ship to France.  Scotland was the allies of France. France could not watch the Scots being attacked and defeated without doing anything, so the French sent troops to avenge the defeat of the Scots. They sent troops to the Isle of White, but soon the French troops were crushed by the English army.   

· How could the English defeat Scotland and France in no time between the two battles? 

The main reason for the English victory is Henry VIII’s building of the royal navy: 

· He designed ships.
· He encouraged the planting of timbers. 
· He gave the royal navy an organization by establishing “The Naval Board”. 
· He made the service of the royal navy permanent. 

· He established Trinity House to train and organize pilots and to be in charge of maintaining the navigation rights. 

· Henry VIII saw that the future lies in warships with sails and alterally. For the first time, he built smaller and slimmer warships. They can maneuver, and he created holes in the body of the ship from which heavy weapons are stood out.  
· He built a lot of docks that are attached to water. 
· He built sea-forts just for protection. He used the remains of the dissolved monasteries to build these forts.  
Henry fell in love with Catherine Howard. She was the niece of lord Norfolk. She was catholic. She was a lady -in- waiting who was only 16. This marriage was to establish a relation with the northern part because she was the niece of lord Norfolk, the most powerful lord that comes from the northern part of England. 
The economic issue: 

Economy is the most important issue because of its social dimension. Henry got involved in too many wars. This affected the royal treasury. The royal treasury is almost empty because of the construction of the royal navy which caused a lot of money, and because of the wars he launched against Scotland and France. In the last 7 years of his life, he summoned more parliaments than he has ever done throughout his reign. He summoned to impose taxation. He summoned the parliament to face the emptiness of the royal treasury. 

Henry sold the monastic lands to people coming from the middle class. The social structure was affected; there appeared a new rich class, they were not originally from the nobility, but these are people from the lower class who got rich because of the dissolution of the monasteries, because of the looting that happened in them. He sold these monastic lands with considerable prices to his supporters. Most of his supporters are coming from the middle class who lived in midland and in the south. Most of people who endorsed the new faith were people of the middle class at the midland and the south.  
· The Act of Debasement of the coinage. 

When Wolsey was the chancellor of the king, he started to debase the coin but only little; he replaced a small percentage of the coin of the silver with metal. In the thirties and the forties of the 16th century, Henry VIII debased the coin by 50 percent. The value of the golden and the silver coins were reduced by half, because he mixed gold with metal. The coins were still holding their values, but the real value was not the same, as it was reduced by half.  This had positive effects on the short run. It has two positive consequences on the short-run. 
1. The royal treasury kept some gold and silver instead of having it in the coins.  
2. The second thing, they had more coins. 

Long-run effects: 
· Because the coins didn’t have their early value, the prices have risen. 
The upper class wanted to maintain their way of life as they were before. For most of the landlords, planting the lands was not satisfactory. It didn’t pay them as it used to be before. The cornfields in the midland were enclosed and turned from lord-land into sheep run. The plantation requires manpower. The old wages are not enough anymore for the manpower, because of the rising in the prices, so they demanded a rise in their wages. The best solution to maintain the same standard of life was to enclose the lands turning them into sheep run, because it is less costly to raise sheep than farming and planting the land. 

The prices of the wool have risen too. The landlords sold the wool to Holland. The trade of wool during the reign of Henry VIII prospered a great deal. The landlords turned further lands into sheep run including hundreds of villages. This proved to be quite profitable. The villagers were affected by this practice. They were roaming the country because they were homeless, as their cottages were turned into sheep run. They were roaming the country asking for food and shelter. This social phenomenon was called “Sturdy Beggars”. They were called “sturdy” because they were strong, capable of work, but they earn nothing.  

On the political side, Henry VIII was quite successful: 

· Ireland is already recognizing him as its monarch.  
· Wales is sending their own representatives to the English parliament. 
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