
Civilization (4)
· Last time: We talked about the Renaissance, Erasmus and what he did. 

We will move up north to Germany where Martin Luther. Martin Luther is the product of the Renaissance in Germany and the invention of the metal type. William Blaxton had brought the printing machine from Germany and Gutenberg was the one who invented the printing type. With the presence of the metal type in Germany, this helped widely circulating the teachings of Martin Luther. Dean and Colet were the two people who founded what is called St. Paul School which was the spearhead of Protestantism in England. 
Another major that was also influential in England was Thomas More who wrote Utopia, which portrays a very ideal world, like Plato's Republic. He spoke about idealism, about something that really doesn’t exist, a higher level of reality. He was addressing the teachings of faith and the abuses of the Church. Thomas More was forced to be taken as Lord Chancellor, but he didn’t want to change and to yield to the desires of Henry VIII, therefore he was executed as one of the heretics. More refused but to be true to his own principles and values.
The Renaissance in Italy and how it first started: The Roman civilization was based on the Greek civilization; they moved from Greece to Italy. 
From the presentation on England during the Tudor period:- 
The laws were extremely harsh and wrong doings were severely punished compared with our days now. The punishments were painful, cruel and most importantly humiliating; punishment was a sort of torture. 
In the Tudor period people were divided into two classes:        1- The Royalty and nobility and 2- Everyone who doesn’t belong to the first group. Every class had its own crimes and as a result of that its own punishment. For minor crimes by the nobility and royalty there were no real punishments: like taking away titles of those who had been found guilty. As for High treason, blasphemy, murder and the likes, the punishment for these serious crimes was execution. The nobles and royals were taken to the Star Chamber, which was made up of Privy Counsellors and common-law judges. The chamber was given that name because of the drawing and the ceiling. The court sessions were held in secret and with no indictments, no right of appeal, no juries, and no witnesses. Evidence was given in writing. The court was set up to ensure the fair enforcement of laws against prominent people, those so powerful that ordinary courts could never convict them of their crimes.
The use of beheading as a means of execution in England came from the Romans. Other types of execution included being thrown from the Tower of London or being burned at the stake. The most horrible way of execution was being hanged, drawn and quartered; this punishment was invented in 1241 to punish a man who was convicted with piracy. This punishment was mostly for only male traitors because it was a problem for women to be shown naked. Why was Ann Boleyn beheaded by a sword? Most royalists were beheaded by the sword, except for Maid of the Scots, Elizabeth who was beheaded by the ax like commoners in order to humiliate her. Ann Boleyn was beheaded by a sword man who they got from France. The commoners were beheaded with the ax because it is much easier. 
· About the Tudors:
· Henry VII restored order to England and he kept stability. The Star Chamber for instance was made for the speed of issuing order and verdicts; he enforced law on people and laid the foundation for a great nation. During the reign of Henry and his son people had hope. Even in the era of his granddaughter, Elizabeth of the Tudors, they became the supreme power in the European world. The concept of individualism appeared after the case of the Armada. Also the sense of superiority of the English kingdom was due to the foundations laid by Henry VII. 
· Henry VIII, the son of Henry VII, ascended to the crown in 1509. Stability was kept and order was there when he reigned; no body was challenging him as a king. The first thing he did as a king was marrying Catherine of Aragon. According to the Venetian ambassador to England at Henry VIII’s time, Henry was the handsomest person in Europe. He spoke many languages, including Latin, French, and Spanish. He gave himself much to sports; he played real-tennis and jousting; his leg wounded due to an accident from jousting. He was very distinguished and very religious. During one of his long hunting trips, he would sometimes hold more than three masses a day. He would also listen for hours to the organ as part of his piety. As he grew up, he turned out to be very selfish and ruthless; sometimes his ruthlessness reached brutality since he killed two of his wives and a lot of people. Despite being a very pious man, he gave himself much to gambling and women; he spent the money he acquired from his mother on gambling and women. However, he was not away from the issues of the state; he remained in command of everything. But he found the issues of the state very laborious and very dull routine, so he assigned these to his chancellors; if they did well it was fine, but if they didn’t he could always dismiss them or execute them. One of his prominent chancellors was Thomas Wolsey, who became the second man next to the king; even in his salary. 
· Wolsey’s father was a cattle dealer and a butcher man; he belonged to the low class. However, Thomas Wolsey got to the ruling class through the Church since he was a tutor during the reign of Henry VII and a chaplain (a person who serves at a chapel) where he served as a royal chaplain. He was recognized by Henry VII as a person with extraordinary skills and potentials. It was only during the reign of Henry VIII, that he was taken as his own chancellor; he became the right hand of the monarch. 
· The main concern of the English monarch then when he ascended the thrown was the war against France. In order to defeat France, Henry VIII joined the Holy League (1511) based on the advice of Wolsey. In addition to England, this Holy League comprised Spain, the Papacy and the Holy Empire (the Roman Empire); the league was formed in order to defeat France. After joining the league, Henry VIII agreed to claim his right to the French thrown; he was an ascendant of William the conqueror who came all the way from France. Being a royalist he had the right to claim the thrown; however, he was not serious about it, but it was just to practice a kind of psychological pressure. When he sent it the Scots came down from the North to attack. When England and France were in a war, Scotland could hardly resist the temptation of engaging in that war. Once they settled their campaign it was a total failure and they were defeated because they were not well prepared; even the leader of that campaign was not vey well qualified. When the Scots came down from the North they got deserted by the Spaniards (the Spanish). So they fought France only by themselves and it was a total disaster and failure. 
· But in two years time they prepared another campaign. At this time it was the cunning and wise Wolsey in charge of that campaign; the campaign was sent over to France and it went so smoothly because everything was packed and calculated, even that the Scots would come down; they left a military body waiting for the Scots in the north, in the field of Flodden. The two armies got engaged in a clash; it was like a war. It was called the sperce because of the speed at which the French were defeated. Again, the Scots didn’t resist temptation and came down from the north only to find that another military body was waiting for them. James IV got killed and the power of his nobility, in addition to ten thousand soldiers; they perished in this field. It seems that the Scots hadn’t learned the lesson on the hands of Henry VII, so they got down again only to be trapped at the field of Flodden. This is all thanks to Wolsey and his preparation. 
· As a reward, the English got into a negotiation with France, the defeated party. Again, it was Wolsey who conducted these negotiations, knowing that he emerged victorious out of the Battle of Flodden. He secured beautiful terms for England. According to the negotiations, first of all, a big chunk of the French land (Tourney) was to remain under the control of England. The second thing was increasing the annual payment to England, as Henry VII dictated that France should pay feudal bills to England. Therefore the payment got increased. The third thing was that the French king should marry the youngest sister of Henry VIII. The French king was very old and fought on his own without the aid of Spain or the Papacy. Now England was emerging as a power within Europe. With this war and defeating France and fighting it on his own, Henry VIII proved to Spain and his other allies that he can too have both feet in both camps. Why did they desert him and not fight along with him? Because they feared France, which was a major power at that time, and they also wanted to have Italy in order to get to the east. 
· After this victory, Wolsey was rewarded by the English monarch by being given the bishop seats of two cathedrals; he was also made the Archbishop of York and the Abbot of St. Albans monastery. His job was religious as well as political. Later on, Wolsey was made Lord Chancellor; the person who keeps the great seal and the second man after the king. Wolsey was made Cardinal, which is the highest in the Church. The Pope would normally assign his cardinals and choose his own archbishop. Soon Wolsey was also made the legate of the Pope which is the highest position after the Pope in England. Thus, Wolsey gained many posts in his hand; he was a pluralist. He dealt with the Pope directly; he didn’t have to consult with the King regarding religious issues. Wolsey’s fortune grew which affected him and made him to much given to worldliness and pageantry; it very much affected his pride. He was an absentee as much as he was a pluralist; he resented going to the offices. The only office he has been two, besides being with the King as his Chancellor, was his seat at York. Against all the teachings of the Church, he maintained a relationship with a woman called Joan Larke and had a son with her; his son was secured many offices and many cathedrals. His household consisted of hundreds of people, like consultants, servants, musicians and choirs. 
· The general atmosphere of England regarding the Church:- 
· During the Renaissance, the reformation movement was fermenting. The scene which led to the reformation and the reception of the ideas of Martin Luther in England which would lead eventually to the break away from the Roman Church: people during the reign of Henry VIII were very much disturbed by the practices of the Church; the example seen in the worldliness and the immorality of Wolsey. The reformation was very much welcomed in England. 
· We need to differentiate between the attitude of the public towards the Church and their attitude towards Christianity. The public was very much disturbed and annoyed by the practices and abuses of the Church. The first of these abuses are the benefits of the clergymen. The second has to do with the earning of the people; no one will be probated until a lot of money is paid. The issue had the authority to issue the probation of anyone, and it won’t give it to anyone without getting a lot of money. The third issue was paying undue reverends true relics; some bones and shreds of the garments of the apostles, as well as pieces of the True Cross. These would be kept at the church, which made the foundation of a great business because of the price people would pay to see these relics; they would come in pilgrimages for these relics. All of this would set the atmosphere for the reformation. 
· In the 16th century, people started the critique of the Church and its abuses, and it was not unanticipated; it had started in the early 15th century at the hands of John Wycliffe, a teacher in university. He was the first one to question the supreme authority of the Church; he questioned the supremacy of the Pope. The question was whether this authority should be given to one person or assigned to a general council. There was a historical event that hit the Church and its teachings in the root: the great schism. During the 15th century it happened that there were three popes, every one of them was calling for recognition; this proves that the choice of the pope was not partly divine. Remember the bribery during the papal elections. This undermined the strong foundations of the Roman Church and affected the people’s belief in the Church. Because of this unease of the public about the Church, and in response for the reformation, Wolsey further concentrated the privileges in his own hand. He closed down twenty of the most corrupt monasteries. He also brought a lot of schools and universities. All of these abuses, John Wycliffe and the great Schism paved the way for the annoyance and the disturbance of the public against the Church. 
The reformation:- 
· As said before, the spirit of the reformation was fermenting during the Renaissance; it was not restricted only to England, it spread throughout Europe, like in Germany where words gave place to actions. In 1514 Germany, a wide supreme sale of indulgences was witnessed. During that time, those who were capable could afford paying a lot of money to get these indulgences. Indulgences were a papal grant promising or withholding of punishment; if there was a soul that committed a lot of sins, the indulgence would shorten the stay of that soul in the purgatory. According to the Christian faith, the blood of Christ erases all the sins of people who accept him as their savior. So, even those who accepted him as their savior were not pure or perfect; they committed mistakes during their lifetime. Therefore before going to paradise they would go to the purgatory (المطهر). 
· Martin Luther was monk, and at the same time, a teacher at the University of Gutenberg. He nailed pieces on the door of All Saints’ Church against the selling of indulgences. These pieces of argument were a debate against the selling of indulgences. He was declared by the Church as heretic. His actions provoked a lot of controversy and soon the focus of discussion shifted from talking about the selling of indulgences to arguing the supremacy of the Pope; the discussion shifted from the circumstantial to the principal. This act shows echoes John Wycliffe. Martin Luther also went to the extent to describe the Pope as an anti-Christ. 
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