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Last week we talked about:   (The change in all the acts that were issued since 1529 _ Mary I and her first parliament. _ East Anglia. The prosecution of the Protestants. _ Average people got executed with the charge of hearsay before the time of Mary I with one person a year. In her time, two persons per week were executed. That’s why she acquired the title (Bloody Mary). She turned back her relation with the Pope and the submission was received by Cardinal Pole the Archbishop of Canterbury. _ The reversing of the castle and the Act of Attainder.)
When Mary’s pregnancy was announced she entered into confinement where she stayed for months. Finally, they discovered that she was not pregnant and it turned out to be an internal disease. As for the husband, in the beginning he stayed with her for one year and a few months. Later, he was summoned by his father, leaving Spain and visiting Mary only once in late 1557. During his stay, he asked Mary to convince her parliament to join Spain in its war against France. It was a hard task for her convincing the members of the parliament. They did join, however, only to lose Calais, the last stronghold of England in French land; by 1667, the Calais was the only piece that England owned in French soil. When they entered this war against France they were defeated by the French and the English forever lost Calais. The defeat was bitter to Mary. After the defeat she was visited by her husband to consolate her to ease the path for her sister Elizabeth to ascend the English throne. 

Mary I died in 1558. She was the most honest person of the Tudors, however, she was ill-advised. Her sister Elizabeth attended the masses out of caution rather than conviction. The parliament had implored Mary to get married in order to have an heir because they never trusted Elizabeth since she was the living emblem of Protestantism; she was the daughter of Anne Boleyn and Henry VIII. 
Elizabeth I:

· She suffered the same scar in her soul that affected Queen Mary. However, she acted differently. She ascended the throne in 1558. She was qualified, tall and beautiful. She had a very strong personality. She was very well educated and spoke many languages, including Latin and Greek; she was the daughter of the Renaissance. Again, she showed much interest in religion, not for its own sake, but for using it as a means of attaining the loyalty of her nation. 
· She was very impulsive and quite temperamental. She once boxed the ears of one of her courtyards because she didn’t like his comments, and she also threw the beer on the face of another courtyard because of his comments. Her miserable childhood taught her caution and pretense were very much needed for her to become a queen. Remember that she was separated from mother when she was executed, she was declared as illegitimate and she had been disinherited, just like what happened to her sister Mary. 

· During the reign of Edward VI, his second brother fell in love with Elizabeth but he paid his life for his ambition. 

· She was imprisoned in the tower for two whole years and two whole months. She accepted Catholicism and attended the masses but with caution and pretense, which were the key to living through these bumpy and turbulent times. When she ascended the throne she took up the wise, the moderate, the tolerant and the cunning William Cecil as her chief advisor who had great capabilities and potentials. 
· She affected peace for France and called in the debased coins that were issued during the time of her predecessors. 

· No immediate changes were to be made to religion because she wanted to stand firm and strengthen her grip over England. The greatest task for Queen Elizabeth was to settle down religious issues. 

(What did she do?)
London, the South East, and the flourishing towns in the South West, all were occupied by the Protestants who made up the keenest supporters for Elizabeth. When she was to settle the issue of religion she put this into consideration. Thus, the wealthiest part in England was occupied by the Protestants who were keen supporters of Queen Elizabeth. On the other hand, two thirds of the English people were still Catholics; either whole Catholics or those who were Catholics in all except in accepting the Pope as the head of the Church. So, there were those among the Catholics who renounced the Pope as the supreme head of the Church. 
However, she faced another problem. Those who fled England to the rest of European countries during the reign of Mary of the Tudors returned back in the time of Elizabeth. When they came back to England they were holding extreme ideas about the Reformation because they were exposed to Calvin’s teachings. Calvin’s religious ideas were based completely and solely on the scriptures as well as on the practices of the early Christians in the first three centuries AD. So, they were quite extreme to her control over the Church. 

Calvin’s extremity: 

· To Calvin, control over the Church lies neither in the hands of the bishop nor the ruler, nor the clergymen; it lied in the hands of the Presbyterians or the presbyters (elders) who were in charge of the Church services. They were the minister and a group of elderly people; they were elected by the congregation (the people who attend the masses). 
It was too much for Elizabeth, a 16th century monarch, to go with this election. She needed to affect a balance between the two and please all in order to strengthen her grip over England. She wanted to affect a midway position between Catholicism and Protestantism. The members of the House of Commons were all Protestants so they encouraged her. As we said before, she is the emblem of the breakaway of Henry VIII with the Church of Rome. When Elizabeth was little, all her tutors were all Protestants. Therefore, she wanted to affect a balance but not on the expense of her supporters. Her supporters and members of the House of Commons pressed her to adapt the second book of prayer. But she chose a midway between both. 

In 1559, she issued a new act of supremacy, calling herself the head of the Church in England and the supreme governor of all things spiritual. At the same time, she issued another act of uniformity in which she imposed a third book of prayer that was not based on the second book because she wanted to affect a midway position between the second book and the third book. According to this act, all the services would be given in English. However, a great deal of the Catholic tradition and way of prayer was maintained. 
Regarding the Lord Supper or (the Holy Communion), she went against her supporters who pressed her to adapt the second book of prayer and Holy Communion. The prayer said: 

The body of our dear Lord Jesus Christ, which was given for thee, preserve thy body unto everlasting life. Take this and feed on him, in thy heart by this with thanksgiving.
The first sentence was Catholic and the second sentence was spiritual and symbolic. She imposed this prayer book on all churches to be said. Everybody had to attend the mass according to the third book of prayer issued by Elizabeth. Those who didn’t attend the mass with no reasonable reason would pay a fine of sixpence given to the sin eater. Everybody from the middleclass could afford paying this money; they could have their mass held in private, not in public. So, Elizabeth was not biased to one group at the cost of another; she held the state from the middle. 
Also, Queen Elizabeth didn’t prosecute the Catholics. The Pope and Prince Philip did not to wage a war against Queen Elizabeth because they thought they could win her back to Catholicism by marriage when Prince Philip proposed to her. However, she turned him down nicely because his proposal was conditional that she declares herself as Catholic. Elizabeth also knew that her supporters would detest going back again under the control of Spain. During the reign of Mary of the Tudors, England was like a pond that be moved according to the Spanish desire; it was a stigma in the history of Mary that she lost Calais to the French forever. 
Another suitor proposed to Queen Elizabeth I, the Archduke of Austria and the negotiations for the marriage went on for eight whole years. He was a very close cousin of Philip and very dear to him. But she showed her interest to marry him without the real intention of marriage. Many royalists from Sweden and all over Europe showed their interest in marrying Elizabeth, but she wouldn’t turn them down; rather, she would leave the door ajar. This stopped them from waging any kind of war against England for fear that she would marry from the rival camp. This policy of keeping the possibility of marriage stand helped her a lot because those rulers thought of resolving their issues with England through marriage rather than war. Thus, she used the issue of marriage to further empower and strengthen her rule. 
She was even implored by the members of the parliament even to the exchange of incest in order not to get married and have an heir. She was informed to marry because her step sister Mary of the Scots was married to the French Monarch and Scotland was ruled by her mother. If she dies childless England would be part of France. 
So, being a queen required not only a stronghold but also a cool head, not easily overcome by flighty passions, in order to weigh things properly. 
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