Ch3:Discourse fragments:
The term analysis has come to be used with a wide range of meanings which cover a wide range of activities. It used to describe activities at the intersection of disciplines as  sociolinguistic, psycholinguistic, and philosophical linguistic. 
Topic notion: 

1-The subject of a speech, essay, thesis, or discourse.

2-A subject of discussion or conversation.

E.g. Food, literature, health, fitness.
Discourse fragments and the notion ‘topic’
 The data studied in discourse analysis is always a fragment of discourse, and the discourse analyst has always to decide where the fragment begins and ends , in order to decide what constitutes a satisfactory unit for analysis.  
There are  ways of identifying the boundaries•
·  Explicit ways: Formulaic expressions
Once upon an time . . . And the lived happily ever after.
These markers help the analyst decide where the beginning of a coherent fragment of discourse occurs.
· Implicit ways:
Did I tell you what happened to me last week?
The analyst is forced to depend on intuitive notions about where one part of conversation ends and another begins.
Speaker-change: it does not necessarily terminate a coherent fragment of conversation 


Intuitive notion of topic• 
This type of decision  is typically made by appealing to the intuitive notion of topic the analyst can decide which point of the speaker-change among the many could be treated as the end of one chunk of the conversation.The chunk of conversation in discourse then can be treated as a unit of some kind because it is on a particular topic. 
The notion of topic is intuitively a satisfactory way of describing the unifying principle which makes one stretch of discourse ‘about’ something and the next stretch ‘about’ something else. So,Topic is the most frequently used, unexplained, term in the analysis of discourse 

 Sentential topic:
1-A traditional grammatical analysis of a sentence
Uses of the term topic: 
· Sentential topic.
· Grammarians’ topic.
One use of the term 'topic' is associated with descriptions of sentence structure. According to Hockett: distinction between topic and comment in a sentence, in that 'the speaker announces a topic and then says something about it: sentential topic may coincide with the grammatical subject 

Ex. John / ran away 

Dahl & Sgall et al: transformational generative grammar would also account for the structure in terms a movement transformation called: topicalisation (Topicalization is a mechanism of syntax that establishes an expression as the sentence or clause topic by having it appear at the front of the sentence or clause) ( Wikipedia)
Ex. That new book by Sara Faisal 1 I haven't read yet
It has also been used by Givdn (1979a)in his argument that, in the development of a language, sentential subjects are derived from 'grammaticalized topics'.
We are concerned with what is being talked about.This type of topic is unlikely to identify as one part of a sentence.we agree with Morgan that: it is not sentences that have topics, but the speakers
E.g.

Topic Comment
Mary saw John.

Subject Predicate
Mary saw John.

2- Ali went home


Discourse topic:هذا الموضوع المثال اللي موجود بالملزمه مهم حدده للاختبار72
1-A discourse topic is the central participant or idea of a stretch of connected discourse or dialogue. The topic is what the discourse is about. The notion is often confused with the related notion of sentence-level topic/theme, which is frequently defined as “what the sentence is about. ( Wikipedia)
· Keenan & Schieffelin: distinguish their notion of topic from the grammarians ‘ sentential topic used the term  discourse topic. They emphasize that   discourse topic is not simply an NP or a sentence. It is the proposition (expressed as a phrase or a sentence), about which the claim is made or elicited.
Example 
	Peter is going to Paris next week 

· Their experiments treated topic as equivalent to title 
· For any text, there is a single correct expression which is the ‘topic’.
· But it should not be too difficult to imagine several different titles for a passage, each of which could equally facilitate comprehension.
· So, in any text there are a number of different ways of expressing the topic => represent different judgement of what is being written or talked about in a text. 



· Examples
1-Suppose we are talking about Mike's house:
Mike's house was so comfortable and warm! He really didn't want to leave, but he couldn't afford the rent, you know. And it had such a nice garden in the back!
In the example, the discourse topic is established in the first sentence: it is Mike's house. In the following sentence, a new "local" topic is established on the sentence level: he (Mike). But the discourse topic is still Mike's house, which is why the last comment does not seem out of place.



2-Mr. Morgan is a careful researcher and a knowledgeable Semiticist, but his originality leaves something to be desired.
Sentence topic: Mr. Morgan.
Discourse topic: Mr. Morgan’s scholarly abilities.
Topic framework
1. A topic framework depends on which feature of context becomes activated in a particular piece of discourse.(anglistika من عرض التعريف)
1. Brown and Yule 1989: 75), according to whom “the ‘topic’ can only be one possible paraphrase of a sequence of utterances.
1. The topic framework is assumed to be given by the aspects of the context, which are directly reflected in the text. These aspects of the context can be identified from the content of the text. (Acta Universitatis Sapientiae, Philologica
The discourse analyst is faced several problems of the notion of 'topic' as 'what is being talked /written about'. The notion is attractive because it seems to be the central organizing principle for a lot of discourse. The analyst explains why several sentences or utterances should be considered together as a set of some kind, separate from another set. It might also provide a means of distinguishing fragments of discourse which are felt to be good, coherent, examples of English from those that are, intuitively, incoherent concatenations of sentences.
Example:see page 74 مالقيت مثال غيره
Topic definition 
In the terms used by Tyler (1978: 452), the 'topic' can only be 'one possible paraphrase' of a sequence of utterances.


The final topic framework would represent a combination of elements derived from the activated physical context (time and place, facts about the speaker and the hearer), and from the discourse fragment itself (people, places, entities, events, facts, etc.) often previously mentioned in the discourse.( Meaning and discourse in English حسيته مهمه لقيته في عرض

Relevance and speaking topically:
1. Relevance: the condition of being relevant, or connected with the matter at hand.( dictionary.com)
2. Relevance: is a noun that means the relationship between something and the matter at hand. It is used to show that something has importance to the current situation.(Ask.com).
Topic framework represents the area of overlap in the knowledge which has been activated and is shared by the participants at a particular point in a discourse.Once these have been identified, the analyst has some basis for making judgements about the relevance with regard to conversational contributions.  
This technical term is derived from the conversational maxim proposed by Grice 1975:
They have to do with: relevance of conversational contributions. Make your contribution relevant in terms of the existing topic framework. We can capture this by the expression ‘speaking topically’
  Speaking topically : Talking topically in spontaneous conversation is both a cognitive and an interactive process. ( Angela Downing)
· It is an obvious feature of casual conversation in which each participant contributes equally and there is no fixed direction for the conversation to go.
We could say that a discourse participant  speaks topically when he make his contribution fit closely to the most recent elements incorporated into the topic framework.
Example1 
	A: When did you last speak to Jan?
	B: I’m not sure. About a week ago. Why?
	A: I’ve heard from Carmen that she had gotten engaged. 
   (Participant A provides the reason)
Example2 : see page 84.

Another type of conversational situation.
Speaking on a topic: the participants are concentrating their talk on one particular entity, individual or issue. 
· When participants ignore the previous speaker’s contribution, they  often speak on the topic. 
هذه الجزئية مالقيت لها مثال فكتبت نفس اللي بالملزمه ص 84
Example:An extreme example of” speaking on a topic “ would be in a debate where one participant ignored  the previous speaker’s contribution on ‘capital punishment’ , for example , and presented his talk quite independently of any connection with what went before.
· There are situations, where participants have to concentrate on a particular issue (e.g. a debate, the President’s speech). 
· When participants ignore the previous speaker’s contribution, they are often speaking on the topic. 
Both forms are based on the existing topic framework, but the distinction derives from what each individual speaker is treated as the salient element in the existing topic framework.



Speaker’s topic: مافيه له مصادر بالنت 
1. ‘What I think we are talking about’ (Brown & Yule)هذا التعريف اخذته من عرض 
The nation of topic in discourse in terming of what the participants share. The topic framework, as an analytic device is essentially a means of characterizing the area of overlap in contributing to a discourse.
Speaker’s topic the analyst typically treats conversational data  as something  complete, as a static product of some recorded interaction. The fact that conversational  discourse is dynamic , and that his data represents a process.
Speaker’s topic  in terms of a process in which each participant expresses a personal
Topic within the general topic framework of the conversation as a whole.
Example:
When one of the  speakers talk about Saudi women drivers :
A: I agree with this idea because it will help women to do their business.
B: No, they don’t know how to drive ,they will make a lot of trouble when they drive.
Example2: page 88
Discourse topic and the representation of discourse content:

A discourse topic is the central participant or idea of a stretch of connected discourse or dialogue. (وكيبديا)
A hypothesis underlying much of the work we shall report is that there is a specific connection between 'discourse topic' and 'discourse content. If the representation of discourse content can be presented as a hierarchy of elements in the discourse, then the top-most elements are natural candidates for treatment as the 'most important' components of the discourse topic.
In recent years many scholars, psycholinguists in particular, have been concerned to produce representations of the semantic content,or information content, of texts. Common to many of these attempts to represent semantic content is a notion of proposition, 'propositions' are represented in the text-analysis literature simply as relationships between a predicate and its arguments for example:

1. John hit Mary
1. Hit (John, Mary)

In general, the term 'proposition' is best treated as meaning 'semantic representation'.

Ch4
The Linearisation Problem:

· One speaker can only produce one word at a time.
· The speaker orders the words into clauses, clauses into sentences, sentences into texts.
· The speaker faces what is called linearization problem – choosing the beginning point.
· The interpretation of a discourse will vary depending on what information comes first.

· In linearization the speaker/ writer has to choose a beginning point (comment or theme).
e.g. Topic / theme (The cat )   predicate /comment (ate the mouse )
There is linearasation 

Ex: He did not like the film/ movie.  [ comment (C) ]
 He saw it yesterday.  [topic (T) ]

The writer in this example starts with comment, the linearisation of these sentences is Comment-Theme. 
This example is against linearization 

He died and he got married.
He got married and he died.

There is no linearization in the first sentence, because the events were not mentioned in a chronological order, while in the second sentence they are, so we have linearisation.   

Introduction:
· Sentences can be divided into some elements. 
· Some provide predictable information (theme) 
· And others provide  unpredictable information (rheme)

· Theme and rheme help us understand how information is conveyed in clauses.

·  (Theme represents ‘This is what I’m talking about’ and Rheme is ‘This is what I’m saying about it’…)

the topic, or theme, of a sentence is what is being talked about, and the comment (rheme) is what is being said about the topic


Theme:
· Theme  is the element which serves as “the starting-point for the message, it is what the clause is going to be about”. 

· Theme: the element of the utterance which the speaker wishes to make )it) his/her starting point.
· - the theme is what speakers / writers use and called 'point of departure'.

· The topic sentence of a paragraph is a Theme.
· it is what the clause is going to be about.

Theme has two main functions:

· To connect back  and link into the previous discourse, maintaining a coherent point of view
· To serve as a point of departure for further development of the discourse
Rheme:

·  It is the part of the clause in which the theme is developed.

· Linguistics Compare theme the constituent of a sentence that adds most new information, in addition to what has already been /is said in the discourse.                          The rheme is usually, but not always, associated with the subject  


·  In other words ,the part of a sentence or clause that adds new information to what the reader or audience already knows 

· Everything that is not the theme is the rheme.
· Theme contains the “old” information while Rheme contains the “new” information.

Example: 
· • Money is not the only problem

Theme (Money)             Rheme (is not the only problem)
Theme (Subject)             Rheme (Predicate)

  Theme (The queen)          Rheme( opened her heart to the nation).



( Theme )The cat ate the rat.	( Theme ) The rat was eaten by the cat 

- It is important to note that the left-most constituent is not always the grammatical subject or the theme. 
- The main thematic elements are Theme and Rheme, and together these elements constitute a "Thematic Unit".  (outsource/slideshare.net)
 
Hedges 133) تعريف تحت الثيم)
· Hedges: the means by which writers can present a proposition as an opinion rather than a fact” (Hyland 1998, p. 5).
· Hedges: words and phrases which soften or weaken the force with which something is said.
    eg.
1. Frankly I do not think he will
I frankly do not think he will
 I do not think he will, frankly

2. “ Let me tell you one thing…”



Thematisation and 'staging':
· Thematisation: the mental act or process of selecting particular topics as themes in discourse or words as themes in sentences. 

· What the speaker or writer puts first will influence the interpretation of everything that follows.

· Thus a title will influence the interpretation of the text which follows. The first sentence of the first paragraph will constrain the interpretation not only of the paragraph, but also of the rest of the text.
-  staging: it comes from the word "stage".
Staging: 

· There are a number of terms for the way in which discourse is organized – staging / thematisation / topicalisation. These terms refer to the way the speaker/writer controls point of view on what is said. 

· Staging is a more general term than thematisation (which refers only to the linear organization of texts).

· Staging can occur at the level of sentence or the level of discourse.

· تعريف “Every clause, sentence, paragraph, discourse is organized around an element that is taken as its point of departure”

 “Staging is a dimension of prose structure which identifies the relative prominence given to various segments of prose discourse. The definition of staging permits the inclusion of rhetorical devices like lexical selection, rhyme, alliteration, repetition, use of metaphor, and markers of emphasis."
[bookmark: _GoBack]For example: previous text can affect our interpretation of a sentence for the way in which our interpretation of “she’s tall and thin and walks like a crane” is influenced by whether we use “I do like Sally Binns” or “I do dislike Sally Binns”.







'Theme' as main character / topic entity:
· Theme - the left-most constituent of the sentence.
         Topic entity - the main character/object/ idea; 
· Topic entity is formally the theme of some sentences but not all sentences
· We find 'theme' used sometimes to refer to the grammatical subject of a series of sentences.
· -We find 'theme' used in the psycholinguistics literature to refer not to a constituent, but directly to the referent of the constituent.
· -For example: Theme as main character/ topic entity. E.g: “Jane Eyre”
· -Thus Perfetti & Goldman write: "By thematisation we mean the discourse process by which a referent comes to be developed as the central subject of the discourse." This lettar usage leads naturally to an interpretation of theme as meaning 'main character.' 
· -The discourse process of thematisation referred to by Perfetti & Goldman then leads to the foregrounding of a referent. 

· THEMATIZED =‘foregrounded’, ‘made the main referent’, the speaker’s topic entity

e.g. Huda is a student in English department. She is the daughter of Dr. Nada

· Title of discourse is not equal to its topic (topic is a wider notion → topic framework);

The thematised elements do not simply produce a chronological list, but provide different 'points of departure' for considering the individual in different roles.

· Title is a very powerful device of thematisation (topicalization).  It is an expectation creating device which serves as a starting point around which the discourse is constructed, and a starting point of our interpretations:
Titles and Thematisation:
-The title of discourse: Should be regarded as one possible expression of the topic, but not equated with the “topic”.
-Functions: Provide a starting point around which the discourse that follows is structured and constraints our interpretation of what follows. 
-When we found the name of an individual thematised in the title of the texts, we expected that individual to be the topic entity. 
Look at the extracts in p. 139. 
Thematic structure 
Thematic structure is a term in linguistics. When people talk, there are purposes in three separable parts of utterances, the act of speech, the propositional content and the thematic structure. Because speaking is cooperative, in order that the speaking can be effective in the conversation, speakers have to pay attention to their listeners’ knowledge, state of mind and level of understanding. Speakers can assume that listeners know or do not know what speakers are talking about.
According to Michael Halliday, the speakers’ judgements about the listeners’ current mental states are reflected in what is called the thematic structure used.
Thematic structure has three main functions:
· To convey given information and new information
· To subject and predicate
· To frame and insert
In other word: understanding how information is organized and presented in the text.
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