Stages of Language Acquisition
	
	Stage
	Typical Age
	Description

	I. Pre-language stages 

      3-10 months


	Cooing 
	3 months
	Velar consonants such as [k] and [g] & high vowels such as [i] and [u].

	
	babbling
	6 months
	Able to sit – can produce different vowels and consonants such as fricatives and nasals – may contain syllable-type sounds such as mu and da.

	
	Later babbling
	9 months
	Recognizable intonation patterns to the consonant and vowel combinations.

	
	Characterized by a lot of 'sound-play' and attempted imitations
	10 - 11 months
	Begin to pull themselves into a standing position – capable of using their vocalizations to express emotions and emphasis.

	
	
	
	

	II. Holophrastic
	The one-word stage.

Produce single unit utterances
	12 -18 months
	Such as 'milk', 'cat' and 'cup'.

	III. The two-word stage
	Two separate word 
	18 – 20 months
	Baby chair , mommy eat, cat bad

	
	Variety combinations
	2 years
	

	IV. Telegraphic speech
	Multiple- word speech
	2 – 3 years
	Strings of lexical morphemes in phrases such as Andrew want ball, cat drink milk, and this shoe all wet. Sentence building capacity. 

Telegram-format speech & grammatical inflections & simple prepositions (in, on) begin to appear.

	
	
	2 ½ years
	Child's vocabulary is expanding & starts to talk more & increase physical activity.


The acquisition process (1st language)
	
	Stage
	Typical Age
	Description 

	
	Child's linguistics repertoire
	2 years 
	Sound and word combinations 

Playing with words and phrases

	Morphology
	overgeneralization
	3 years
	-ing form appears such as mommy reading book.

Mark the regular plural with –s form such as boys, cats, foots, mens. 

	Syntax 
	Imitation 
	2 years
	Repeat what the child heard.

	Syntax 
	Question
	18-26 months

22-30 months

24-40 months
	1st stage has 2 procedures: 1- add wh- form to the beginning 2- with a rise in intonation towards the end. Where horse go? Sit chair?

2nd stage: more complex expressions with a rise in intonation. You want eat? See my doggie?

3rd stage: required inversion of subject and verb appeared. The use of         wh- form is not necessary. Can I have a piece? Will you help me? What did you do?

	
	Negative 
	18-26 months

22-30 months

24-40 months
	1st stage: add no or not at the beginning. No fall. Not a teddy bear.
2nd stage: additional forms don't and can't are used, with no and not in front of the verb than the beginning of the sentence. He no bite you. You can't dance. 

3rd stage: other auxiliary forms are used didn't and won't.

                  Disappearance of stage 1 forms.

                  Very late acquisition is the negative form isn’t.

                  Some stage 2 forms continue to be used for a long time.

                   I didn’t caught it.  He not taking it.

	Semantics
	Overextension
	5 years
	Overextend the meaning of a word on the basis of similarities of shape, sound and size lesser than of movement and texture.

The word ball is extended to all kinds of round objects, including a lampshade, a doorknob and the moon.

	
	
	
	The child uses the ‘middle’-level term in a hyponymous set such as animal – dog – poodle. Children first use dog with an overextended meaning close to the meaning of ‘animal’.


