 first Semester

Dr alya
Poetry (4)
Second Year
· Philip Sidney He is a famous 16th century poet.  

· Read the introduction about Sidney in your Anthology – page 953.

· Read the introduction about the poet and his book in criticism.

Philip Sydney was given the title of Sir. Like all the 16th century poets, he was working and writing for the court. His relation was direct with the court. It means that he belongs to the aristocratic class. He was a diplomat. He was the son of a diplomatic family. He felt that he is not a literary man. He felt that he is a sponsor more. He sponsored Edmund Spenser. Spenser wrote epics. 

Sydney felt that his role as a sponsor, patron is more than a literary man.  

His book “ Defense of Poesy” is considered to be the first English book in criticism.

He is considered the father of the English criticism. Before him, English criticism was not known to be English. In 16th century,, the nationalism concept became so strong in English. They started to wish what Europe had, English should have as well. 
Spenser was the first one to write a critical work- a full book in criticism. Sydney was the first one to write in prose. Although his book is not considered to be a real novel, but it was the first prose work ever to be written in English, prose fiction – Arcadia.

He was the first to write criticism, to write prose fiction. 

He was the first one to write a sonnet sequence= many sonnets= sometimes 100 sonnets- which all deal with courtly love.  Usually they deal with the same speaker and the same beloved. It speaks about all the stages of courtly love. 

Some of Sydney’s poems deal with courtly love, some poems do not. But still, it is called the first sonnet sequence in English literature.

Sonnets sequences are known before in Italy . Petrarch is the one who gave them popularity.  

After Petreach, Sydney was the first English man to write a sonnet sequence. He also wrote sonnets but they are not considered to be a sequence. 

Sydney is considered to be a very great poet in the 16th century. Wyatt is a pioneer in changing the Italian Petrachan rhyme scheme. He started the tradition of the English sonnet. He is also a pioneer in experimentation. Still Sydney is also a pioneer in different fields.

Like Wyatt, he wrote most of the English sonnet in the English sonnet. That is named after Shakopee= Shakespearian sonnet. 
· You should know what affected his poetry. 

Sydney died at an early age. Some critics said that had he lived longer, he would have been greater than Spenser himself. 

A very important thing to know about Sydney is that he was a very conservative Protestant man  

In the 16th century, religion played a great role in the  themes of the English poetry.  

Astrophil and Stella page 975

Read;

Astrophe and Stella is a name of a sonnet sequence. It speaks about A strophe – the male lover and Stella, the female lover.

Most of the sonnets speak about their love . 

Sonnet 1- Sonnet 39 


Loving in truth, and fain in verse my love to show,

That she (dear she) might take some pleasure of my pain;

Pleasure might cause her read, reading might make her know;

Knowledge might pity win, and pity grace obtain;

I sought fit words to paint the blackest face of woe,

He is a true lover. He has a wish and a desire. He wishes to show his love through writing verse. He wishes that in writing this sonnet sequence- this is the first sonnet in the sequence. 

 Here the poet is introducing his subject matter. He loves someone and he is trying to write verse in order to draw her attraction. He wants to show his love to her and she might be attracted to him. So, he is in the first stage of love. 

He thinks that she might feel some pleasure when she sees him suffering from her love. There is a contrast. She will find pleasure in his suffering. She might be please that he loves her. When she is pleased, it might cause her to read. She will read the other sonnets. 

Pleasure might cause her read, reading might make her know;

Knowledge might pity win, and pity grace obtain;

He is speaking about the stages of his plan. He is planning to win her by drawing her attention to him through:
1. Writing verse to show his suffering. 

2. This might please her 

3. When she is pleased, she wants to read more.

4. By reading, she would ask who the one who wrote this verse is.  She would know him 

5. Knowing would lead her to ask about him .  

6. She might feel pity about him. 

I sought fit words to paint the blackest face of woe
Sought= seek. 
He was seeking, looking for appropriate words that can describe his sufferings. In order to achieve his goal, he has to write good poetry. This is why he is seeking the perfect words which can paint the blackest face of woe.
woe = extreme sadness. 

He wants to find those words that can describe his extreme sadness to make her feel pity for him, in order to see his suffering. 

The sentence ends here with a colon   

Studying inventions fine, her wits to entertain;

Oft turning others' leaves, to see if thence would flow

Some fresh and fuitful showers upon my sunburnt brain.

But words came halting forth, wanting invention's stay;

He is studying the invention of others.  He tries to learn from others. He is searching in the works of other poets to find which words can fit to describe his suffering in order to please her, entertain her. He is turning others' leaves= pages, works, books .

He is after new expressions, new metaphors, new images which can express his suffering in order to please her. He is searching in others papers if they could provide him with fresh images and ideas.

sunburnt brain.

His mind is burning in love. He wants to sit under a shower. It is a beautiful metaphor. He is trying to consult other poetry in order to find if there are some ideas. His mind can not work. He can not come with new ideas, new images to describe his love.  

But words came halting forth

Words do not come as showers of ideas, they were very slow. 

This is the end of the octave.

In the octave he describes his problem. He is in love. He wants to write a poem which can describe his suffering in order to attract his beloved to read and to know about him, and then she might feel pity. In order to do this, he is searching in other books which might help him with new ideas. But he did not get any. Words came very slowly to him. He is not satisfied at all.   

Invention, nature's child, fled step-dame study's blows;

And others' feet still seemed but strangers in my way.
Invention,= his own talent 

He wants his talent in writing poetry to help him. It is a talent from God, to have the ability to express one self.  

nature's child, fled step-dame study's blows;
He wants to say that one’s own ideas, when he depends on his talent, words will come naturally, spontaneously, not as when he borrows words from others. 

His talent is like a child who refuses a step-mother= the ideas and expressions of other. 

Feet= foot notes of others, inventions of others. 

still seemed but strangers in my way.= he could not find what he wants. The words of others seem strangers to him.

It is a very beautiful image. These words can not fit him. 

His real problem is that he is searching but not satisfied with the result. He does not find himself. They are strangers to him. 

It is not only the speaker who is speaking but also the poet. It is the problem of the poet who wants to find new fresh expressions and images in order to write poetry. 

This first sonnet is an introduction to all the sonnet sequence. 

In this introduction, he displays his problems. He has two problems. He wants his lover to love him and pit him through reading his poetry. The other problem is to find the right expressions and good poetry which can attract her. 

Thus great with child to speak, and helpless in my throes,

Biting my truant pen, beating myself for spite,

'Fool,' said my muse to me; 'look in thy heart, and write.'

Here, we have a conclusion. 

He wants the child= the spontaneity in the poet himself – his talent as something in born with him as a child.

Here it is helpless to come out.  He is unable. He does not find other words that fit him, suit him, able to express his own themes and thoughts. He has to speak from within. It is helpless to come out. 

His pen is so angry. His pen is truant= not obeying him.  He is scorning himself. He is really angry with himself.  He has something but he can not put it on paper. He blames his pen and he scones himself. 

muse= god of poetry . 

The god of poetry scorns him. It asks him to look in his heart and write. 

We have here Sydney the poet and the critic. He says that one should be himself and not to imitate others. 

Sydney as if telling poets not to look in other papers but to look in themselves.

· Did he do it himself? Did he look into his heart to write his poetry?  

He tried, but he took some from Petrarch. 

He tried, experimented to write something different in English. 

· Q- Study the form of the sonnet and find if Sydney is right when he wants to be himself? The rhyme scheme with the structure

Rhyme scheme: Abba- acca- edde – ff. 

There is integration between form and structure. 

How far the form is Petrarchan and how far it is  a Shakespearean? 



Come, Sleep, O Sleep! the certain knot of peace, 
The baiting place of wit, the balm of woe, 
The poor man's wealth, the prisoner's release, 
Th' indifferent judge between the high and low; 
With shield of proof shield me from out the prease 
of those fierce darts despair at me doth throw: 
O make in me those civil wars to cease; 
I will good tribute pay, if thou do so. 
Take thou of me smooth pillows, sweetest bed, 
A chamber deaf to noise and blind to light, 
A rosy garland, and a weary head: 
And if these things, as being thine by right, 
Move not thy heavy grace, thou shalt in me, 
Livelier than elsewhere, Stella's image see

The end….
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مجموعة مختارات شعرية أو  نثرية                                      مقدمة





لقب بالسير





النقد





أكبر من              راع            كفيل





ملاحم





تكفل ب





متكفل ب /كفيل





رجل أدب





أسرة         دبلوماسية                  ابن                         شخص دبلوماسي





الطبقة الارستقراطية                           ينتمي





مباشرة                علاقة            البلاط الملكي                 يكتب                  يعمل





يعتبر                                          الدفاع





الأب/ المؤسس





أيضا





كتاب كامل عن النقد                    عمل نقدي





يتمنى                                                                قوى                أصبح            مبدأ





الوطنية                                                                                      معروف





نثر





أدب نثرى





رواية حقيقية





المراحل





توالى/ تتابع السونيتة





الأدب الانجليزي





الشهرة





مجالات





القيام بالتجارب/ التجريب                                                                                                       تقليد / عمل





تغيير                     رائد





أثر على





نقاد                                     عمر مبكر





لعب الدين دور عظيم





بروتستانتي          محافظ





هام





حبيبة                                                حبيب





يرى           يتمنى                رغبة                 أمنية                         محب حقيقي





أبيات  شعر





يريد                           يجذب انتباهه





تقرأ                 يجعلها





مسرورة





تناقض





متعة/ سرور              يشعر                                    تعتقد





منجذبة





يفوز بها        يخطط                      خطة





تسأل عنه





تقودها                    المعرفة





تشفق عليه





يبحث/ يسعى لإيجاد





حزن شديد





الكاملة





جيد                                        هدفه             يحقق               لكي





تصف                                                   مناسبة              يبحث عن          يسعى وراء





نقطتان متراكبتان





صور                          استعارات                           تعبيرات                  يسعى وراء 





كتب        أعمال     صفحات





يقلب / يتصفح                           يمتعها





مناسبة/ ملائمة                                                                                أعمال                       يبحث





يتعلم           يحاول                                     اختراع                    يدرس





جديدة / غير مكررة                   يزود                                   أوراق





يستشير





دش                        يجلس                                                     يحترق             عقلة





بطئ





مشكلته





لا يحس بالرضا





يجذب





موهبته                        اختراع





القدرة على التعبير عن نفسه





أم بديلة/ زوجة أب           يرفض                    طفل





يستعير                                               تلقائية                  طبيعية





يعتمد





هوامش / ملاحظات/ مدونات





تعبيرات





غريبة





النتيجة





يعرض





التلقائية





تخرج              عديمة الفائدة   





غير قادر





يحتقر                                       يطيع                                    قلم              غضبان





الداخل





يناسب





إلهة الشعر





يلوم





يبحث داخل قلبه








يقلد/ يحاكى





يجرب





البناء





التئام / تكامل





إلى أي  مدى
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