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The women at the time of Virginia Woolf at the late nineteenth and the first half of the twentieth century as she died in 1942, so she is a modern writer.  Women even in the modern ages women do not enjoying their true rights, women could write but they are equal to men.   
A Room of One`s Own (Essay)
    In her essay she was going back in history talking about previous centuries trying to see the conditions of the women`s rights. She says that in order to write a woman needs a room and money.  This essay was first published in 1929. Feminism theory was famous since 1970. The essay was written before the theory of feminism became famous so it is a pioneer essay that started a new trend or way of thinking.  
· The main points of the essay: 
She asked for a private room of each woman because it is the place where she can write without being disturbed or interrupted and it is a symbol of privacy. 
Then she said each woman need to have money or a financial independence or a certain income. She was fortunate because she inherited some money of her mother as if inheritance was the only income that can come to a woman as if a woman can not earn her own living unless she has some rich relatives.  She talks about the conditions of women not only in her time but she goes back in history to the age of Shakespeare in the sixteenth century or the renaissance. She imagines that may be has Shakespeare has a sister who is talented as he is but she would not have got the same fame or wealth or money that Shakespeare earn by writing.  She gives some imaginary details based on the real condition of women during the renaissance. She would not go to the school or got the same education as he did. It is not only the society that discriminating her from her own brother but her own family would treat her in a different way than the way they treat her brother. Although she was not formally educated but may be the girl tried to educate herself by reading the books of her brother. She would fight for her life to get whatever she can by her own effort. Then she mentioned how the family was surprised when they know that they have a girl who is talented and gifted as her brother, they were even putting obstacles in her way and preventing her from doing what she wants moreover they consider this as something up normal and weird. She would be like a sort of shame to the family.     It was not only the family that trying to hinder her but the society in a wider sense so she tried to escape to London, started going to see what happens in theatres and then started write her own writing. She would not have the chance as the people in London also looked at her as weird may be she is immoral or may be her family forced to marry her to someone who does not like and this caused a mental stress that the girl would finally suffer from a mental break down a bit like the break down that Virginia Woolf herself suffered from. 
The essay is about the personal problems of Virginia Woolf and the problems of other writers.  She does not mention herself or say that this is part of the autobiography but all the time she says that she sees herself in all the women around her. Going back in history, she mentioned a number of the famous women writers like Jane Austen and Charles Bronte and her sister Emily Bronte and George Eliot and they are called as the big four.  She chooses to talk about these big four are the exception not the rule. She admits that they were famous writers but she says that we have only good four women in a whole age while there are other hundred women who were equally talented but not given the chance at all. Then she says that you can compare the number of these four with how many male writers were famous during the Victorian age and we will find a very big difference in number. 
Then she says that the fact of the fame of these four is not something that shows that women were given their right nut it was an exception of the rule. Then she mentioned that although they were talented and famous but there were problems that sometimes shown in the style of their writing or in the subject matter of their novels. 
She writes the essay sometimes in the form of a novella so you are not certain if this is a critical essay or a short novel. 
She speaks about a person going to give some lectures in Girls College and how she was not allowed to go to the library. 
A Room of One`s Own (Essay)
The sentence that was current at the beginning of the nineteenth century ran something like this perhaps:
In this part she is referring to the beginning of the nineteenth century. She says that there was a sentence that was famous at that time and you can read it in many books at that time. She is not stating the sentence exactly. She uses the word “perhaps” she is imagining like what she did in the story of Shakespeare`s sister. She imagines a woman but she places the women in real conditions. The same with the sentence, she imagines the sentence may be nobody wrote the sentence exactly but they wrote something like this. 
“‘The grandeur of their works was an argument with them, not to stop short, but to proceed. They could have no higher excitement or satisfaction than in the exercise of their art and endless generations of truth and beauty. Success prompts to exertion; and habit facilitates success.’”
This is the sentence that she is quoted.  The word “their” (works, art) is referring to men writers because it is stating the women`s problem of lacking tradition (any literary tradition behind them).  
    Part of the difficulty of being a woman writer is that women do not have enough tradition behind you. You can have the tradition of English literature but it is mainly male tradition. The Lack of literary tradition is one of the major obstacles that women faced. 
The sentence refers to the grandeurs of the works of men writings and writers.
  “Not to stop short but to proceed” refers that she is talking about writers who have things before them and they want to do something greater than what came before them. They want to proceed not to stop short at the same greatness of their ancestors. They do not want to be just great like their ancestors but they want to be greater, but at least they have ancestors.   
“They could have no higher excitement or satisfaction than in the exercise of their art and endless generations of truth and beauty. Success prompts to exertion; and habit facilitates success.’”
Male writers got a sort of excitement or a sort of satisfaction out of writer, whereas women writers they suffered many mental break downs and suffered many things that are not satisfactory and not exciting. Male writers got satisfaction and excitement and they want to exercise their art and go on writing. They had all the endless generations of truth and beauty.  
“Success prompts to exertion; and habit facilitates success”
   If you do something and you succeed this will help you to do more. Male writers succeed and their ancestors succeeded before them and this is prompting them to do more.  The male writers have the habit of writing as their grandfathers and their great grandfathers wrote before them. They have the habit of writing that facilitates (make easier) success. 
--- She starts her essay by saying there was a sentence that continue moving in the nineteenth century and this sentence was about men. She is referring to this sentence as a man`s sentence. 
“That is a man’s sentence; behind it one can see Johnson, Gibbon and the rest.”
A man`s sentence and a woman`s sentence= While reading a novel, you can feel that these sentences in the novel are written by a woman or by a man. 
She says that the critic who wrote this sentence a man critic and he wrote it about men writers. She said as soon as I read such sentence writer such as Johnson and Gibbon cross my mind. Maybe these are the writers who wrote this sentence or wrote something like it or may be this sentence is written about them.  
Johnson is a very famous writer, critic and a historian of the seventeenth century and he combined a dictionary. 


“It was a sentence that was unsuited for a woman’s use. Charlotte Brontë, with all her splendid gift for prose, stumbled and fell with that clumsy weapon in her hands. George Eliot committed atrocities with it that beggar description. Jane Austen looked at it and laughed at it and devised a perfectly natural, shapely sentence proper for her own use and never departed from it.”
If you were a woman, you could not write a sentence like that because you did not have the habit or the tradition or the generations behind you and the ancestors that came before you. 
   She starts mentioning three of the famous four women Victorian writers; Bronte, Eliot and Austen. She says that in order to write such a sentence, you need to be very sure of yourself. The writer of this sentence does not have any doubts about his own gift or his own talent. The writer is a critic and writes his opinion very authoritatively and he is quite certain about himself and he is writing about writers that are equally great as he is. Woolf says that she cannot imagine Bronte, or Eliot or Austen to be able to write such a sentence, because these three writers although they were very great but all the time when you are reading their novels, there are certain mistakes that they did with the language while writing. She wants to say that women writers even the very gifted ones like these three, because they had no tradition behind them they were not used to writing. Language was not habitual to them. When writing novels and using the weapon of language they are a bite clumsy that is why sometimes in spite of  their great genius, they would commit mistakes with the language. All of this is because these women writers are pioneer; one of the first who takes the weapon of language and of prose in her hands and to try to do something with it. Although she committed some mistakes but because she is great we like to read her. Woolf wants to say that we need to have many generations of women writers behind us in order to stop making these clumsy mistakes. The more tradition we have, the better we will become. You have to learn from one generation after another till you become great.  
It is not a matter of being dull or lack in intelligent but it is a matter of habit. Men have tradition and habit so they are writing better, women do not have that tradition so they sometimes make clumsy mistakes but later on when they have the same tradition, they are going to be writing the same as men even greater. This is like a prophecy of the future. 
   She mentions something about the mistakes committed by the three writers. Austen was very modest, she says I am not used to writing so let me just write about the thing I know best for example, the middle class of the English countryside and do not write the great topics of men. She was thinking like that and made sentence suitable to her and never tried to do something better. She believes that these are her abilities and she is not going to try to do something else because she is not going to succeed. 
Thus, with less genius for writing than Charlotte Brontë, she got infinitely more said.
She is referring to Austen and says that although Austen is less talented than Bronte and Eliot but she was able to say more than both of them in her novels and she was more successful than both of them because they choose limited topics.   
“Indeed, since freedom and fullness of expression are of the essence of the art, such a lack of tradition, such a scarcity and inadequacy of tools, must have told enormously upon the writing of women.”
  She says that when we look about art, the main thing (the essence of art) is to be free and to express yourself fully and to say whatever you like and you have no limits. Because women do not have this freedom and this fullness of expression and because they lacked a tradition behind them, they could not write great works as men.  She is trying to find reasons and explain why we do not have a female Shakespeare up till now. She says that this is not something biological or that God created women in a manner inferior to men no it is something historical, social and related to the conditions of society. Because it is not allowed to a women writer to express herself fully and to be free in her choice of what to write about, women could never be as great as men. 
“Moreover, a book is not made of sentences laid end to end, but of sentences built, if an image helps, into arcades or domes. And this shape too has been made by men out of their own needs for their own uses. There is no reason to think that the form of the epic or of the poetic play suit a woman any more than the sentence suits her. But all the older forms of literature were hardened and set by the time she became a writer. The novel alone was young enough to be soft in her hands another reason, perhaps, why she wrote novels.”
She says that when you are writing a book, it is not a matter of having a sentence and then another sentence beside it. She says when you are writing a book you are using the sentences as tools to build arcades (big churches or palaces) and domes. You are using sentences to build and construct things and architectural shapes.  Because women are not used to this (build arcades), they sometimes make clumsy mistakes. Women need to have the ability to build arcade and to be architectural and build certain shapes in your writing. This is an image about writing.  
All the forms of the epic and of the poetic plays like Shakespeare drama were already constructed by men, so when women tried to write an epic or a poetic play they could not or at least they could not write great ones because the form was constructed and suited more to the male way of writing. The confident sentence was constructed by men and the different forms of literature were constructed by men and all this way of making sentences and of having literary form were male oriented so when women come they face these great obstacles. How they can use sentences or write forms which are not theirs. Yet despite these great difficulties, we have great women writers who could write great works that still read up till now. 
   In this final part she makes a very sharp observation. How many of the women writers that we know write ethics, poetic drama and novels. The novel writers are much more.  Woolf says this may be because novel is a new form and the most recent of the literary forms. So because it was new so it was soft not hardened and as for women, they can shape it in whatever way they like. That is why we have so many female novelists and we have so few female dramatists and female epic writers.  
·     All the time Woolf says that there are differences between men and women and she confess that there are greater male writers than women writers but this is not because men are more intelligent or that they are superior to women but it is because of the circumstances. If the circumstances were different may be women were equal to or greater than men according to the talent they have. Everything was against women; the society, the family and even the sentence; the weapon they are using was shaped by a man, even the art form; the form they are writing in was shaped by a man, so they were actually intelligent to go the novel and to try to practice their talent in the novel because the novel was soft, flexible and they could shape it in whatever way they like.   
Pliable= soft, flexible or something that you can shape. 
“Yet who shall say that even now ‘the novel’ (I give it inverted commas to mark my sense of the words’ inadequacy), who shall say that even this most pliable of all forms is rightly shaped for her use? No doubt we shall find her knocking that into shape for herself when she has the free use of her limbs; and providing some new vehicle, not necessarily in verse, for the poetry in her. For it is the poetry that is still denied outlet. And I went on to ponder how a woman nowadays would write a poetic tragedy in five acts. Would she use verse? — would she not use prose rather?”
     She says because the novel was young and flexible, it was more suited to the women but even the novel was first written by men writers such as Daniel Defoe. Even the novel is not going to be used as it is because it was first written by a man, so may be women are going to change the shape of the novel, to play tricks with the novel and to do whatever they want with the novel. They will not follow in the steps of Richardson or Defoe they will have their own novel tradition. Then she says may be there will come a time that women write a poetic tragedy of five acts just like Shakespeare. She will not going to take the five acts of Shakespeare and the poetic language of Shakespeare, she may say I will write a poetic tragedy in prose. Then she explains that she means the poetry inside the women, the things that she wants to say not the poetry that is verse. 
Poetry= the feelings not the verse. 
May be women can get these feeling or poetry out in the form of prose. 
** All the argument of this essay is about men and women (why?) because of different conditions, circumstances, because even language was against women, even the sentence or the way of the structure of the written sentence, was invented by a man and even the form was shaped by a man.  All these obstacles are the reason why they could not write as free things as man and things will change in the future. She was asking about how women will write in the future.
“But these are difficult questions which lie in the twilight of the future. I must leave them, if only because they stimulate me to wander from my subject into trackless forests where I shall be lost and, very likely, devoured by wild beasts. I do not want, and I am sure that you do not want me, to broach that very dismal subject, the future of fiction. so that I will only pause here one moment to draw your attention to the great part which must be played in that future so far as women are concerned by physical conditions.”
    She was asking about how women will write in the future. Then she says I cannot answer now about the future. We have to wait to see what women will do. Woolf says my topic is not the future of fiction. I cannot write about the future because it is unknown. No one can know exactly what will happen in the future, but may be in the future after the year of 1929, changes will happen in the way women are writing fiction. She says this is the only thing I am certain of. I am sure that in the future, that the way that women write fiction and the way that sentences are constructed in the work of art is going to change. They will discover sentences that express their feelings; (a female sentence).  
She says that she does not know what it will look like this female sentence but women are going to discover their own way of writing. She says that there are things that I can make a prophesy about and she makes two prophecies.  
“The book has somehow to be adapted to the body, and at a venture one would say that women’s books should be shorter, more concentrated, than those of men, and framed so that they do not need long hours of steady and uninterrupted work. For interruptions there will always be.”
The book that is written by women will be like the body and the feelings of a women and it cannot be in the same shape of a book written by a man.  
   Here she tells us her first prophesy that the books written by women are going to be shorter, more concentrated and sometimes you are going to find interruptions in the book. She says this because it is a fact of female life she is always interrupted. She says I do not think that even in the future women will have enough time to sit in somewhere to finish a book.  
“Again, the nerves that feed the brain would seem to differ in men and women, and if you are going to make them work their best and hardest, you must find out what treatment suits them — whether these hours of lectures, for instance, which the monks devised, presumably, hundreds of years ago, suit them — what alternations of work and rest they need, interpreting rest not as doing nothing but as doing something but something that is different; and what should that difference be? All this should be discussed and discovered; all this is part of the question of women and fiction.”

Here she says her second prophesy that:
She says the nerves that feeds the mind of men is different from the nerves that feeds the mind of women= the mental condition of men is different from the mental condition of women. The things that the man can endure or suffer are different from the things that women can endure or suffer. The things that will get women to have a nerves break down are different from the things that might affect the man. Woolf does not say that the difference between man and women is in mind or that one is more intelligent than the women but the difference is in the nerves constitution. Because of this difference in the nerves build up of a man and a woman, she says may be we will try to devise or to discover or to invent our ways of stimulating women that are different from stimulating man. 
She is supposed to be giving a lecture as the whole essay is like a lecture. She was invited to give a lecture about human and fiction in Girls College. 
She says now we are in this university and we are having this lecture for one or two hours, do you know that these lectures are not a suitable way for educating women and she is referring back to history. She says the first to invent lecture forms were the monks or the priests of religion. In the Middle Ages when the universities were still newly built, most of those who taught in the universities were men of religion or priests. She says at that time the men were doing the teaching and the students were also men so may be the long lectures hours that you are having one after another maybe it was suited to the nerves built up of a man. Maybe women need something different like shorter classes not because you are less intelligent but because you need a change or certain alternation between work and rest. Then she says I do not mean by rest that you are just simply sitting doing nothing but by rest she means to do something different for example to have a class then to have an activity. This activity because you are doing something different is like a rest to allow your mind to work in a different way. 

These things are part of very modern educational theories. She seems to be a head of her time even in her views about education and how the education of women should be different in the way they work as they used to be interrupted all the time. 
End …
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