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· Virginia Woolf and Feminism:  
Feminism or feminist criticism has two schools. 
· One school that will be discussed has three names and each one has a meaning. It is called The Images of Women School or Women as Reader School or Negative Criticism Feminist School. 

·  We call it The Images of Women School because the critics of this school read the text and they are looking about the representation of women, and how women are represented inside the work of literature. 

· We also call it Women as Reader School because the critics of this school are women critics and they are reading the texts that are written by men and see how this man represents the women characters in his works. For example Josephine Donavan is a lady critic and she is a reader. She reads the work of literature and sees how the writers of the text represent women. This is why it is called women as readers. 

·  We can also call it Negative Criticism Feminist School because when the women readers read these works of literature looking for the representations of women usually they find that women are represented in a way which is not equal to men. They are represented as less or inferior to men. They even represent women as the Others so they are generally represented in a negative or not good way. 
Page: 32 the first paragraph is an introduction to this article. 
“Initially feminist criticism reflected the political goals of feminism in that authors and sets were judged in accordance with how far they could be concealed with feminist ideology.”
This means that before we have a school for feminism criticism there were women in the nineteenth century or the beginning of the twentieth century who were not critics or writer but they asked for the equality with men or political goals. The beginning of feminism was not in literature, but it was in the social movements that asked for the rights of women. The works of literature that defended this were called as works that have a feminist ideology as Jane Eire.  
  The Images of Women School of feminist critics adopts this point of view. If you are a member of this school, you believe that the political goals outside literature are the same as the political goals of literature. You believe that literature can ask for the political things that happen in society. You do not think that literature is separated from the society but both of them are related. This school is particularly concerned with how women characters are represented in literature.
· Josephine Donovan, the writer of the article, is one of the leaders for The Images of Women School. 
“She argues that for feminist criticism there can be no separation between the ecstatic and the moral aspects of literary texts even if this means judging negatively= adversely Works as central to western civilization as Homer`s odyssey.”
She says if you are a lady critic who belongs to The Images of Women School and you are reading literature looking for the representations of women characters. Then according to this school you will judge two things; the ecstatic and the moral component of this work together and you will not separate them. 
· The ecstatic component= the beauty of the work of art. 
· The moral component= how women are represented; if they represented as humans, or equally to men, or as the focus of the work, then this work has a moral component. If this work of art represent women as inferior or less or other, then this work does not has a moral component or quality although it does has the ecstatic quality or component. 
* Then she believes as her school that a work of are must be judged on the both levels and that the ecstatic and the moral must be combined. 
· Page: 33 the article. It was written in 1983. The feminist criticism began in the seventieth then this article is 15 years after the beginning of feminist criticism. 

“Through the images of women approach, the critics determine how women characters are presented in literature. Usually the critics discover that the images are others and before you feel like the literature is away from you”
Others not self = not just inferior but also 
    She is talking about Women as Readers School, the women are reading a text written by a man, and they find that the women inside the text are represented as others as a result they feel that this text or writing is away from them, not related or close to them. It is alien to them. 
“The task may be labeled negative criticism…. It is negative because the critic is in effect says no to rarified perception, structures and models that have historically denied full humanity to women”
You are a woman reading the text, then you will say no I do not accept the way that women are represented here although this way is historically in use by many writers, but I do not accept all these fixed images or perceptions or structures of women. Because you are saying no then it is called negative criticism. 
“I wish to set down the theoretical moral phrases to this critique.”
She says that this is something moral. If you are practicing this criticism, then you will look for the moral component. 
“The primary assumption….. authenticity of the female character.” 
While reading a work of literature looking for the representation of women you will ask yourself are the images authentic or not authentic. If they are authentic then this work has a moral component, if not the work does not have moral component. 

    Authenticity= الأصال، الحقيقه like real characters. To write about people as individuals as each one has his own characteristics and people are not the same so they cannot be represented in a fixed image. For example in Shakespeare`s Hamlet, Shakespeare represented the mother according to her relation to her son as a mother and her relation to men and he never represent her as an individual or an independent character who has her own feelings. This character is not authentic but it is a stereotype. When men writers write about men, they write about their inner feelings. When he writes about the women, he writes in a superficial way, the women are important only to the relation that they have to the men
A stereotype= a fixed image such as a wife, a mother, a daughter, prostitute. A superficial character is the one who does not enjoy any individuality or details of her own life and feelings.
    Donovan says that in most of the western literature women are not authentic; they are not treated as equal to men. They are stereotypes or fixed images.  Then she says that the criticism that she is practicing is a negative one as she says no to the way that the women are represented. 
Authenticity means whether an individual has a self defined critical consciousness as opposed stereotypical identity.”
The two terms; authentic and stereotype are opposite. If you are authentic then you are not stereotype and if you are stereotype then you are not authentic. 
“Such judgments are made according to whether the character has a reflective critical consciousness or whether she or he is a moral agent capable of self determined action or whether he or she is a self not an other.”
Such judgment= when we judge a work of literature in a negative way. 
Self and other= to represent a character as self then you represent it as an independent human being, or as a human being that you see out of all his aspects and to see a character in the many roles of life, to see a character as a whole or a full personality.  
   To represent a character as other to represent a character in a relation to other people not as an individual person. Donovan says that in the western writings the men characters take the position of the self and women characters take the position of the other. This is just like the self of the white man and the other of the nonwhite man in the post colonial theory. I as a white man see the nonwhite man as only savage people that I colonized them. I do not care about them and about their different roles in life because to me as a white man, they are less than humans. 
  The way you are writing about your characters reflect whether you care about these characters or not. Donovan says that the male writers do not care about the women characters in the same manner that they care about the male characters. 

“Such judgment enables the feminist critic to determine the degree to which sexiest ideology (controls the text), necessarily promotes the context as women as object or other.”
Racist= you are treating different races unequally. You are giving more advantage to a certain race against another race.
Sexist= you are giving more advantages to male characters than the female characters. According to this school most writers of western literature since the time of Homer till now have this sexist ideology. The women characters in their works are not self or humans but they are objects or others. 
· The paragraph about the film:
Donovan gives us example of a film. She says the when she first watch this film, it is very beautiful, the women, the decorations and everything is just beautiful. So she was strict by the great ecstatic value of the movie and she did not pay attention to the moral value. 
· She says that sometimes a work of art is that beautiful that when you are watching it, you are tricked or deceived by the beauty and you do not see that this work does not treat women equally or that it does not have the moral component. 
Donovan says that the film was about the lives of four women who were very beautiful, but when I watch the film again I discovered that women are treated as beautiful objects not humans in the same manner of the red home decoration. She says that the value of the women as the value of the read decoration of the home. 
· She says do not let the ecstatic or the beauty of a work of art deceive you. Works like Shakespeare are great ecstatically but they do not at all have the moral component so the final result will be a negative one. 

· You do not have to read the paragraph “I am using ecstatic …”

· P: 34. 
She will make some general comparisons with some other theories. 
“The ecstatic dimension of literature and of film cannot be divorced from the moral dimension…..such as new-criticism.  Aristotle…. ”
According to this school, you cannot separate the two components; ecstatic and the moral.
    Some schools of criticism are mainly concerned with the form and others are concerned with the content. The rational formalism or the new criticism cares more about the form. Donovan accuses this school because she believes that this is wrong. She refuses the formalist technique and school because she says if you concentrates on the form and ignore the content, then you are dehumanizing (P: 37) literature and criticism= to remove the human interest and throwing it away. By ignoring the content or dehumanize literature or criticism then you are ignoring the most important things of the work of art which is the human interest. 
· P: 35. Look at the diagram. 
    As a reader, after reading many thousands of works and studying how women are represented in these works, Donovan discovered that women characters fall under one of these categories. She is one of these opposites either good or evil, an agent or a devil, a mother figure or seductress who seduces Adam out of heaven. This means that these works represent women characters as stereotypes not authentic. Then the conclusion is that most of the writers of the western tradition are representing women as stereotypes or others or sculptures. They do not care to analyze women characters instead they generalize them. 

· P: 36.  Do not read the part from (“the feminist criticism till the end”). 

“The real question is not whether the woman …….”
She says, according to this school; do not separate the ecstatic from the moral component. 
    In this paragraph she makes an interesting observation. She says that she does not mean that if you are a woman then you can never enjoy a play written by Shakespeare in which women are represented as others, but she knows many women who enjoy such works. She does not say that we must not like these works but she is just saying that we should not like. We like these works because of the ecstatic value but we should not like them because we are women and we should be more careful about how these works are treating women. 
   Even if these male writers are just reflecting these ages so they write about women in an inferior manner in their works, they are also equally responsible for treating the women just like this. There are two mistakes one inside the society or the age and the other is inside the works of the writer himself. They are part of the crime of the society. The fact that those writers are great and their writers are ecstatically great makes them responsible for the crime that they are committing against women. As they are great this makes everyone including women likes to read them so they (writers) should not write against us in such negative way. They should have moral component (the equality between men and women) in their writings.

· The presentation: 
Virginia wolf`s essay: A room of One`s Own. 
    In this essay wolf says that a woman must have a room of her own. Wolf was invited to give a lecture at a college in Cambridge and know that the topic is about woman and fiction and that the audience was young ladies.  
She has a historical approach in her essay. She goes back to the time of Shakespeare, the renaissance up till the twentieth century.  
The forms of literature are for men not to women so women have to invent their own literary forms. 
    She says it is not a matter of intelligence as women are not less intelligent than men, but it is only the social circumstances of being not sent to schools or given equal opportunities.  
* The main argument is that a woman must have a room of her own.
* Alter Ego = Mary Beton who is another image of wolf. This is wolf herself in a different name. 
* Although it is an essay but it seems to be a novella with the novel style, the narrator telling the story.
* The Elizabethan society is dominated by men.  
* She does not only talk about historical writers but she even imagines writers and imagines books that they wrote. Sometimes she writes about fictional writers such as Mary Carmichael who is a fictional author.
* She also talks about the property of women and how they do not have 
* Men are angry against women who tries to write and asking for their equality. 
** The important point is the historical approach of the essay. It goes back to renaissance till now and studies many women writers such as Jane Eire and John Austen and even invents women writers. 
* When start writing women wrote diaries and letters. There was a feminist style of writers. 
* The values discussed in a novel differs when written by women or men 
* The androgen`s mind: it is an imaginary concept= the mind which include the good things of the male mind and the good things in the female mind. 

* The themes: 
1: Education.
2: The discrimination between males and females: The whole society accepts this discrimination and considers it as part of the society. 
3: The importance of money.  

** A critical analysis: in order for a woman to be equal citizens, they must be equally funded; they need money to prepare everything and to get a proper education. The essay is about the oppression and how women must have money and to have their own income in order to fight this. 

Symbols: 
The Room: there is no equality between men and women. Without money she will not have this room and without this room she will not enjoy her own privacy and no privacy means being interrupted and being unable to write her own writings. 
End …
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