Dr. Fawzia
second Semester


Poetry (9)
Fourth Year
American literature
The beginning of American literature, America received thousands of immigrations. Actually the early beginnings of any literary production should be the oral traditions which come from the natives. The oral traditions from the Indian who are the native people of the land, unfortunately most of those traditions are disappeared, because it wasn't written, some are written later on as an oral transmitted literary heritage. Most of these are talking about legends, mythological figures, heroes, great people and tales, all of these represented the early miracle Indian culture. 
The early date for the American literature goes to the beginning of the seventeenth century, 1600 exactly; this is the early documentation of the American literature. 

The early writers were puritans, they were the earliest people who moved to the colonies and they established their communities. The puritans were leading in the creating of Harvard University as an establishment for education. The main idea of establishing Harvard is to present more literary, theological, and educationalist poets. Harvard was established in 1636, it was to train the puritans for being ministers and people who guide the public. But the early writings were of religious and educational kinds, because these lyrical works or writings (lyrical songs or prose kind of writing) have religious bents.
The influence of European traditions, particularly the English colonies which revealed more than the French and the Spanish. We can see the early writers because they have no heritage, no traditions to depend on; they borrow the English traditions, the way they write song, poem, and sonnet and so on. So, you could see that the influence of Weston's literary traditions particular English upon the American early writings. We shouldn't neglect the influence of Benjamin Franklin in the eighteenth century and many other writers who tried to write prose works, of these prose literary works there were significant because they have behaved the way towards democracy and establishing the united states, and this period cause the great awakening, enlightenment. 
These early writings mostly were like journalism, they were political, humanitarian in way that they enlighten people about their own rights and so on. We have Thomas Bean, and the writings of Thomas Jefferson, The Declaration Of Independence talks about independence of colonies system.
American literature has no rules like the Weston, the rules of American literature were from Europe, from Weston's originality, but it was developed. The father of American poetry was Whitman. (Why?), because he was able to free American poetry from the dominance of the Weston European traditions. He gave the American literature its own identity (how?) by using different techniques, and the methods of free verse, so he was able to liberate and to create a soul for the American poetry. So, he is considered as the father of American poetry. 

Whitman is a great American poet who gave an identity to American poetry, he isn't interested in forms but the idea, and the massage in the poetry is more important than the content. We could see this in many of American writers, Emily Dickinson was one of the major poets of this period, but actually because she didn’t publish many works during her life time, she is considered as modern poet more than an nineteenth century poet because the way she wrote was head of her time. 

Mark Twain was a novelist, lived in the 1830s, this period is the era of humor and realism (the writers depict the reality of the American life). Why is it humor? Because it presented serious themes in a very funny way, blending realistic themes and ideas with humor. He wrote many novels that talk about simple and ordinary people and how they could get on in their life through horsing and treasury and so on, but in his poems he showed the conflicts that the American people face. There is a very significant theme in the American novels which is the American Dream, it is the dream of any American who moved to the new land and he was looking to accomplish everything, everyone is willing and hoping to be rich and wealthy. So, the American dream is one of the significant themes that prevailed in the American literatures and many writers have talked about it.
Do we have an American literature that is separated from Europe and the mother land? Of course not. For example, you could trace romanticism in Europe, and modernism here and there, you could trace in America many great poets like Eliot who was originally an American and then he moved to England. We have varied literary movements like realism and naturalism. 

The Black American literature: 
What do you mean the black literature? The writers were black and this literature is about the black. 

How did the black American literature develop?

The black were slaves, they were abducted from Africa, and they were forced into new surroundings, to learn new language and to be Christian. The rhythmical tones that they used to present when they were working in the fields, they just presented a kind of rhythmical because they were from varied places and they didn't share the same African language. They used to pronounce these rhythmical tones while at work just to refresh themselves, this rhythmical tones learned and Christianized, were developed to religious songs. Notice, these religious songs were significant in supporting them morally as accepting their lot as slaves as if it is their destiny. 
The black American literature is actually a kind of a product of a race of people from different parts in Africa who tried to adapt their traditions, so it has passed through different developments. The black artists, they were slaves and they faced a lot of discriminations, and then later on they started to develop their own identity as black citizens. Here we could see the beginnings of the productions of the black American literature. The black artist adapted the Weston traditions, he tried to create his own voice, he is trying to get something of his origins, particularly the racisms and adapting it to the Weston world that he lives in and produces themes talk about discriminations, his sufferings, his hopes and dreams to be as the white man. The black American literature has to work within the frame of the traditional Weston method of writing because of its rhythm, rhythm is a very significant thing in the black American literature. 
The black American literature was developed to forward is known as the Harlem renaissance, it is a portrait of the experiences of the black American people, their sufferings, hopes, dreams, and experiences and they try to show the black American literature.
The black American literature has passed into different stages and in 1930s and the 1940s it turned towards the social and political protest, it concentrated on the racial injustices. As in one of the poems talks about how the speaker who was born of white father and a black woman and how his father was buried in the area for the white and his mother was buried under the wreck. In that poem he really expressed even though there was a kind of matrimony between the whites and the blacks still the child couldn't recognize himself as a white man or as a black man. These themes are represented in the black American literature and emphasis of how still the black man hasn't yet gained his rights as an American citizen and all of that. But later on, with the development of democracy and the gaining of rights, though the black American poets start to develop new themes, new techniques, they still concern about racism because it is one of the significant theme as well as expressing of their experiences in life. 
What are the characteristics the black American poetry?
They used the Negro language, sometimes there is a kind of harsh violent language, we could see personal involvement in some themes, the rhythm is actually the natural rhythmical presentation of the normal speech of the black ones, and sometimes we could see new creation of stanzas. Most of the time you could feel the ironic tone in the black American literature, sometimes you could see exaggerations in the rhyme, language, symbols and images. 
Emily Dickenson

Emily Dickenson is a magnificence writer, was born in 1830 and die in 1886 in new England, she was a very reclusive lady (she doesn't have contacts outside her family bound), she was a lady who is well educated, she read several literary works, she read for Mrs. Browning and she admitted that she is influenced by Mrs. Browning. During her life she published only six poems; she didn't publish her works even though she wrote 1778 poems. (Why is that?), because she has a particular technique in writing, she uses a lot of punctuation, punctuation for her is a kind of symbolic technique, she was fascinated by punctuations (why?) punctuation represents new technique because of dashes, question marks and other things, several poets used punctuation but for her it is more than that. 

Why she didn't publish her work during her life, she only published six poems?
Because publishers and editors in magazines, when they received her poems, they changed it, they think that she miss punctuates the words, even they fix some of the grammatical patterns and of course this did a lot of harm to the poems. So, she only published six poems, after her death, her family discovered in her rooms boxes of thousands of papers, so they sent it to the publishers to be published and they changed it completely and they didn't give her the ward that she deserved, but at the beginning of the twentieth century two publishers took her work and presented as it is. When her work was published, she gained a great fame as a landmark in the American literature and she had great influence upon many of the literary women such as Andria and Sylvia Plath.

Emily Dickenson was obsessed by the theme of death, this is one of the major themes in her works. Unfortunately, she didn't marry, she was engaged, as we said the recognition of her status in the American literary tradition came late after her death, but now she is considered as one of the most prominent American literary figures.

("Because I could not stop for Death-") (1890)

Because I could not stop for Death – 
He kindly stopped for me –
The Carriage held but just Ourselves –
And Immortality.

We slowly drove – He knew no haste
And I had put away
My labor and my leisure too,
For His Civility –

We passed the School, where Children strove
At Recess – in the Ring –
We passed the Fields of Gazing Grain –
We passed the Setting Sun –

Or rather – He passed us –
The Dews drew quivering and chill –
For only Gossamer, my Gown –
My Tippet – only Tulle –

We paused before a House that seemed
A Swelling of the Ground –
The Roof was scarcely visible –
The Cornice – in the Ground –

Since then – 'tis Centuries – and yet
Feels shorter than the Day
I first surmised the Horses' Heads 
Were toward Eternity –  
This is one of the famous poems; it was written in 1865 and published in 1890. It depicts a beautiful scene about the theme of death, we have a speaker and the speaker is a female because we have reference to Gown, Tulle and several words depict the speaker as a female. 

Because I could not stop for Death-
 He kindly stopped for me

The Carriage held but just Ourselves-

     And Immortality 

Death is personified like a human being, pay attention to the punctuation and the capitalization of the words. Because I could not stop for Death, (do we usually stop for death? No, we usually runaway from death) she is busy in her life, she never thought of death. He kindly stopped for me, she depicts death as a gentle man. It is an ironical use of word kindly, because death is inevitable. The death is a male figure and the speaker is a female. The Carriage held but just Ourselves death as a gentleman stops to pick up the speaker and take her on a ride in his horse-drawn carriage. carriage is a mean of transportation, just ourselves (who are the passengers?) The passengers are She, death and immortality. And Immortality, living for ever.  So, here we have a kind of a narration.  

We slowly drove-He knew no haste, here we have a kind of journey, the journey started slowly, death wasn't hurry, rush, or haste. Because of the gentle, kind, and civilized behavior of death, (what did the speaker do?)
And I had put away
 My labor and my leisure too, all of her work has done.  

For His Civility- we have a description of a gentleman behavior of death.
We passed the School, where Children strove 
At Recess-in the Ring-
We passed the Fields of Gazing Grain-
 We passed the Setting Sun- 

The journey has three levels, the speaker narrates the journey that he has in life, school represents childhood, where Children strove At Recess, the children are very active, full of life at recess. in the Ring- which is the playground that they play at. 
We passed the Fields of Gazing Grain, the stage of youth, Grain is the stage of grow, nourishment and stage of active youth. We passed the Setting Sun, it is the last stage of man's life, the old age. Notice here this stanza is very treasury (why?) because it talks about a kind of emotions, childhood, youth and the old age. Look at the collective pronoun we the speaker, death and immortality. As if the speaker here in a journey towards death, she is recalling back the stages of her life.

Or rather – He passed us – it indicates to the end of her life, it is the time for her to leave. He passed us, we feel a sense of losing her power of independent movement, she may be dead now. 

The Dews drew quivering and chill – notice after the light imagery of warm, light and sun. Look at the cold imagery of dews, the cold imagery is related to death, and grave.

For only Gossamer, my Gown – it is reference to the way that she has dressed,  
My Tippet – only Tulle – tippet is like scarf, tulle which is silky and thin. Tulle is used a lot in the wedding dresses, so it refers to the lightness which means that the soul has departed the body. The cold imagery indicates the death as well as the graveyard. Notice it has very few words but each word connotes about of meanings, it is very brief, very epigrammatic, using concise words. 

We paused before a House that seemed, this is the end of the journey, the house is the graveyard.

A Swelling of the Ground – the bodies buried under the ground.

The Roof was scarcely visible – because it was deep.
The Cornice – in the Ground – the image of the grave that she could see. 

We see here the dead bodies are put in the ground in the grave and there is analytical description of this house, a swelling of the ground and the roof was scarcely visible, to show the atmosphere of nothingness, the isolation. The description of the grave as a house to indicate how she is comfortable in that grave. 

Since then – 'tis Centuries – and yet, since that moment when she was put in that grave, which means there is a kind of narration for a long period of time, 'tis Centuries, long time.

Feels shorter than the Day
I first surmised the Horses' Heads 
Were toward Eternity. Centuries in the grave, but these centuries are shorter than the journey with death, the experience of death itself. Staying in the grave is shorter than the experience that she had with her journey with death, the experience of the actual death itself. The experience of death is the moment of her dying until she reaches her grave.
The poem is very rich and received plenty of analysis. This poem is received critical appreciations and one of the interested critical analyses is the analytical description given to death. We have two different interpretations of death, first of all death is personified as a human being but he is personified as a gentleman who is motivated by honor, kindness and gentleman's behavior that he will carry the lady to her destination, that he is going to offer her all the protection and comfort until she reaches the grave, he releases her from the burdens of life. The second interpretation is the death is like a lover who is a seducer, seduces the lady and raped her life, the second face of death is ugly and horrifying one (why?) because he is a betrayer who offers to take the lady in a journey but he raped her life and left her to her destiny.
We could see here a kind of dramatic poem; we have narration, characters, episode, so it is a kind of dramatic poem. We notice that the journey in the poem moves from light to darkness, from life to death, from warm of life to the coldness of the grave. So, the journey is very significant because it refers to the journey of man in life. 

The technicality which Emily uses in the poem:
She is fond of writing quatrain stanzas, most of the time we could see the rhythm that charts all lines, the images are very precise in this poem, we have an extended image of death. Notice the capitalization, almost in every single line we have one, two or three capitalization, the capitalization here serves to emphasize the word. Notice the use of punctuation, the use of dashes. Notice how she uses short lines. 
In every single poem of Emily Dickenson, you will find the use of punctuation, the short lines, the short stanzas, quatrains, and specific number of stanzas, capitalization and all of that. 
End …[image: image1.png]
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