First Semester



Poetry (1)
Fourth Year
Introduction to Twentieth Century literature
Twentieth century, in literature, was a very great period and one of the significant figures was Thomas Hardy who appeared as a Victorian and modern poet. He is considered as a transitional poet because he was known at the end of the nineteenth century and then he paved the way towards modern literature. 

War poetry: 

There were the First World War and the Second World War that changed not only the people’s way of thinking, but also the political system and economic one. 

In this type of poetry, there are several poets and there are two kinds of poems written: 

1- Pre-War Poetry 

It was the poetry written at the beginning of the war. It was full of enthusiasm, patriotism, nationalism, honor and glory.  It was a kind of poetry that glorified war and had all these fascinating feelings about war. However this kind of poetry was not existed for a long period of time because most of the young men (sixteen and seventeen years old) participated in these World Wars and millions of casualties took place and it was a devastating war. It was a kind of horrible war because of modern technology and weapons.

The beginning of the war was a period of enthusiasm, patriotism and poets wrote about self sacrifice and helping other nations.  It was not imaginative but a kind of poetry that expresses national feelings. The poets were actually soldiers and they discovered the ugly evil face of that war. They saw bloodshed, thousands of young people loosing their lives and the great devastation. They saw the destruction of civilization. They were shocked, so they started to run in a different way. So, they started to express their feelings in a very realistic way.

There are certain techniques that have changed in poetry during this period. First there were no blood horrible scenes or disgusting images of war, but there were sacrifice and glory of war. After they experienced the war, they started to talk about the pity of war, horror and illogical reasons of being part of this horrible war. As a result, there was a new kind of techniques presented in poetry. 

Pre-war poets as: Robert Brooke, Seigfried Sassoon and Owen Seaman and Post-war are Whiteman and Dickenson. Most of them were solders and experienced the horrors of war and they decided to tell the readers about these wars.
The 20th Century: 

· Why this century is called modern century?

- In the 19th century we have two great literary movements:
1 - The Romantic Movement till 1852

2 - The Victorian movement 

** The most significant characteristics of the romantic period were that they were interested in nature, emotions, innocence, purity and the individual as being the center of the earth. 

** In the Victorian period, the interest was not only on the individual but also the world he lived in, orders and victory. During this period, many of things occurred. One of those is Darwin’s periodic notion that caused upheaval in the history of literary movement. Towards the end of 19th century, we notice another change in poetry that was influenced by the French movement of imagism which led to what is known as the Ecstatic Movement.

This movement occurred around 1880s or towards the end of the 19th century by Walter Pater. Walter Pater is actually the one who introduced this movement into the Victorian society. He had many poets like Oscar Wilde, Simons and many others. This movement slogan is “art for art’s sake”. The root of this movement was the French Bohemian kind of life that was earlier and French simplest powers. 

This means that art is in itself a whole thing. It should direct people’s life and not only reflect real life because it is an entity in itself. 
Going back to the Victorian poetry, a Victorian poet had a duty to do in society like Tennysons’ Lady of Shallot which was a fairy tale and allegorical at the same time. 

The Victorian poets had that difficulty between their duty for art and their duty to the society they live in. The ecstatic movement paved the way towards the work of art to be an entity in itself and has no relation to the society, it should not direct or teach. The work of art in ecstatic movement is a supreme of value in the human product because it is self-sufficient. It has no use or moral aim outside its own being which is the opposite of the Victorian one. 

In ecstatic movement, the work of art should be perfect in itself means to be beautiful. It is an end in itself. Walter Pater, who is a late Victorian writer, introduced this movement into the Victorian society and he has his followers. The effect of this movement was great upon 20th century poets. It was very influential upon Eliot who developed it later on. This is one of the factors that affected the thinking mind of the literary modern poets.

At the beginning of the 1900, we notice that at this period there were several historical changes. It was the period of Edward VII (seventh) who ruled from 1900 till 1910. It was always described as the Edwardian Era. This period is historically called the Edwardian period according to Edward VII the king of Britain. It was a period where literary men felt alienated or detached from the society. 

After 1910, it was called the Georgian period according to George V (fifth) till his death in 1936. This period was transitional as it was the period of two great wars. 

Going back to the social history, we find that Britain was one of the greatest nations allover the universe. It had great position and colonies like India and America. It was dominating, but also other powers appeared at this period of time like: France, Japan, Russian empire and Germany, Italy, Austria in the center of Europe also the Ottoman Empire.

Later, Britain lost its colonies and that is why it changed then to what is know as Commonwealth which means that these countries under the rule of Britain became united after they gained their freedom, but not a complete freedom. 

All these powers tried to show their muscles to each other. These political powers tried to become stronger. There was tenseness between these powers. These powers started to do a kind of alliances or joining powers. Britain and France joined powers although they enemies, but they did that to exchange interests. They united in a treaty in order to help each other in case of being attacked by an enemy.  

The younger generation which was powerful like Germany started again to have treaties with central Europe. These growing countries wanted to be protected by the great powers. As a result, Serbia joined Britain and France in a kind of treaty. Germany made an alliance with Austria-Hungarian Empire. Italy was neutral at the beginning, it joined France and Britain, but later on it joined Germany. 

There was a minor incident that took place. The Black Hand organization that was a Serbian nationalistic society assassinated the young prince of Austria-Hungarian Kingdom. 

This incident frustrated the Austrians and the Hungarians even thought negotiations started to calm the tense between the Serbians and Austrians. They were very angry and attacked Serbia. Austria and Hungary had a treaty with Germany, so it had to declare war. Serbia who had a treaty with Britain and France, so France joined the war to defend Serbia and Britain fulfilled its duty or obligation to help the Serbs and the World War started in 1914. This war was not like any other war that happened before, because they had modern technology, weapons, bombs, tanks and gun machines. The war was devastating. 

The war was not in England or France; it was in Serbia and Hungary of Central part of Europe. These powers started this war but each time a power joined the war like the Italians who joined the war later in 1915. In 1917, The U.S. joined the war, because the other group of other powers that joined Turkey or the Ottoman Empire threatened certain countries. 

Every nation of the younger generation joined the war and the war turned to be the First World War. At the beginning, it took place at central Europe and many cities were destroyed, many casualties happened and many people lost their lives.  Then they signed a treaty not to start a war again. Unfortunately, there was a Second World War started again in 1939. 

The Second World War unfortunately started because new powers appeared; Germany after that war gained hatred and the Nazi’s Power appeared. The young man who built his country again was Hitler who had racist ideas that Germans are the purist nation and all the other nations must be ended. The Nazi occurred in Germany and the fascist movement occurred in Italy. These were devastating powers that wanted to dominate the world.    

  Unfortunately, the World War II was devastating than the First one, because airplanes were introduced in the war and they could carry bombs and throw them on lands. 

Earlier, people in England did not experience the battlefield because there were no battlefields in Britain. All the battlefields were in central Europe, and then the British people experienced the horror of war, bombardments, and devastating deaths. All of these feelings of heroism, self-sacrifice and patriotism started to change, because people experienced the horror of war and knew that it was an evil and devastating war. That is why their attitude changed towards the war. 

The war ended with the atomic bomb Hiroshima and Nagasaki. It was a horrible end. The casualties of these two wars were more than nine million lives and most of them were young men not exceeding 45 of age. Great civilizations and cities were destroyed. This was one of the great incidents that changed the thinking mind of people at that period of time. 

Characteristics of 20th century modern poetry:

· Most of the themes discussed by 20th century poets were about alienation and loss of faith that started earlier with the Victorian age as a result of skepticism. All the values were shaken. 
· Due to these changes, modern poets tended to use new techniques in their poetry. First of all, their poems tended to be more colloquial or conversational instead of poetic expression. 
· Second, in the modern poetry there was a kind of freedom in the rhythmical pattern. There is no strict rhythmical pattern to be followed. 

· Irony and wit were very significant in modern poetry that was taken from the metaphysical poetry of 17th century that was characterized by wit and irony. 

· Modern poetry used fragmentation which is used by the modern poet Eliot. He was an American poet who moved to England and gained his British nationality. He was a very significant poet who actually affected the younger generation and has followers up till now. He tended to use what is known as fragmentation. In his lines one can find a connection between the old great time and the modern time. One might find in his poetry a word quoted from one of Shakespeare’s plays. That is why his poems are fragmented as he was cutting pieces from here and there. 

· Modern poets used sonnets, short poems and other usual forms of poetry. But modern poets changed the sonnet as instead of being 14 lines; they extended them to 20 lines.   

·  There was a kind of experimentation in techniques. 

· They used a lot of allusions like what Eliot did of quoting from Shakespeare or Tennyson or any other work in a context that would reflect a certain point. 

· Also Eliot used to borrow from others. 

· Symbolic references were very significant. 

· There were multiple narrative poems at this age as one speaks and out of a sudden another one speaks without being acknowledged or specified. That was called Para-Narratives. 

· In Modern poetry there is discontinuation of narrative episodes. 

· Free verse was favorable in that poetry. 

The difference between the Romantics and the Victorians or 19th century and the modern 20th century poems:-
1- In the Victorian and Romantic period, there was order. In the modern period there was chaos.

2- In the Victorian and Romantic period there were so many meanings for the work of art, but in the modern period, we feel the futility and uselessness.

3- The Victorians and Romantics were optimistic, but the modern poets were pessimistic. 

4- There was stability in the 19th century literary thinking mind, but in Modern time, we notice instability. 

5- The existence of faith in 19th century, even thought the Victorians, had the beginning of skepticism. Unfortunately, there was a loss of faith in modern time. 

6- In the 19th century, one notices the significance of morality, values and tradition. In the modern time, there was a collapse of values and morality like sex which is used as an instinctive desire not for bringing children and having a family. 

7- In the 19th century, one notices the clear sense of identity and individuality, but in the modern period we feel the confused sense of identity. Most modern people felt that they had no place in this world and they are out of context, because they had a lot of stress and changes that happened in the World War politics, economy and society.     











     End …
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