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The Darkling Thrush
Thomas Hardy 
· Thomas Hardy is a novelist. He was born in 1840 in Dorset, England. He had an early education. His mother was well educated and had a great background of reading in classics and literature. He became an apprentice for a local architect at the age of 16. Then he moved to London in 1862 and became a student at King’s College and won prizes, but he never felt at home in London or had a normal life. 

· He returned to Dorset and met the woman whom he loved and married. Unfortunately, she died and after that he married his secretary in his architect career 1914. However, he did not have children. 

· He started his career by writing novels. He wrote novels for most of his life, but then towards the end of his life when he started to go older, he started writing poetry. 

· As a novelist, his first novel was a complete failure, but this did not stop him from pursuing his writing career. He produced many successful works. His first successful novel was Under Greenwood Tree. 

· When he was indulged in writing, he abandoned architecture and he devoted his time for his literary achievements. In his writings, he was interested in portraying the kinds of rural life. At the same time, he was interested in studying the psychology of man. With these two later concepts in his life, he saw Man is struggling in life and how the environmental forces are facing Man. 

· When he started writing poetry, he concentrated on writing poems only. He wrote a thousand poems. There was an impact of architecture on his literary creation. Architecture helped him in forming and designing his poem. It was influential for him as a poet to form his poems like meter and form. He made a kind of parallelism between his work and architect. They are two different fields, but he found some kind of parallelism as each one helping the other. He was influenced by architect in its spontaneity and richness. 

·  In his poetry, he was interested in the “Evils of society and poverty” and “Ills of society” like prostitution, “Working class” and etc. He was also interested in Promises that are unfulfilled as well as other fields and clashes in society. 

· Technically, as an architect, he was really interested in experimentation and this was one of the characteristics of modern poetry. Experimentation was in the technicality of verse and in coining new words and using new compounds. 

·  Hardy was always described by critics as a pessimist, but he does not consider himself as a pessimist, as he considered himself as an evolutionary meliorist because he was thinking of the improvement of society. 

The Darkling Thrush
I leant upon a coppice gate
When Frost was spectre-gray,
And Winter’s dregs made desolate
The weakening eye of day.
The tangled bine-stems scored the sky
Like strings of broken lyres,
And all mankind that haunted nigh
Had sought their household fires.

The land’s sharp features seemed to be 
The Century’s corpse outleant,
His crypt the cloudy canopy,
The wind his death-lament.
The ancient pulse of germ and birth
Was shrunken hard and dry,
And every spirit upon earth
Seemed fervourless as I.

At once a voice arose among
The bleak twigs overhead
In a full-hearted evensong
Of joy illimited;
An aged thrush, frail, gaunt, and small,
In blast-beruffled plume,
Had chosen thus to fling his soul
Upon the growing gloom.

So little cause for carolings
Of such ecstatic sound
Was written on terrestrial things
Afar or nigh around,
That I could think there trembled through
His happy good-night air
Some blessed Hope, whereof he knew
And I was unaware 

· The poem was written in the 31st in 1900. It is a very significant poem that discusses the transitional time he has been through. 

Analysis
Stanza 1:

I leant upon a coppice gate
When Frost was spectre-gray,
And Winter’s dregs made desolate
The weakening eye of day.
The tangled bine-stems scored the sky
Like strings of broken lyres,
And all mankind that haunted nigh
Had sought their household fires.

There is a gloomy atmosphere here. The time in the poem is at the end of the day. There is a gray color imagery here which shows gloominess. The “weakening eye of the day” is the end of the day or the sunset, because the eye of the day is the sun. It is the season of winter which is the symbol of death. 

There is a romantic reference to the lyre (قيثارة). It is proper lyre, but a broken one. It is an indication of the end. It is not only the end of the day, but also the end of the year (winter). The speaker here is recollecting memories in his solitude in nature. He was leaning upon the coppice in a state of meditation. 

Frost is a thin layer of ice. It was gray in colour like a ghost which is a metaphor. 

      This is a gloomy atmosphere. It was written on the 31st of December. It is almost the end of winter or the frost year. Pine trees have sharp stems. The stems are tangled (متشابكة) and bare. They are strong and can stand against the difficult weather. There is simile here; these pine stems are like broken strings of lyre which is a romantic reference. Everyone is sitting at his warm home and ‘nigh’ is an archaic word for night.  
In the first stanza, the speaker here establishes the natural setting. He establishes the time which is the weakening eye of the day, the end of the year and at the same time the end of the century. All came connected together with a solitary speaker who is alone and recollecting memories at the edge of the woods. 

There is visual imagery and observations which are very emotional. They reflect the speaker’s own emotions. The use of past tense (I leant) is very significant as he seems recording his visual observation about the end. He mentions his feelings that he experiences at this moment. He is watching the end of the day, at the same time the end of the year and at the same time the end of the century. It is a moment of recollecting memories of the past and at the same time, the fear of the future of what is going to happen later. 

Stanza 2:
The land’s sharp features seemed to be 
The Century’s corpse outleant,
His crypt the cloudy canopy,
The wind his death-lament.
The ancient pulse of germ and birth
Was shrunken hard and dry,
And every spirit upon earth
Seemed fervourless as I.

There is a terrible and terrifying vision in this stanza. There are corps, death lament and also we have a moment of birth. It is a death of an era and a birth of a new one. All the natural soundings in front of him like the tree and the gray snow are like a dead body ready to be buried or a corpse ready to be put in a coffin. Nature with all its features like a mountain, tree, sunset, ground and gray frost are like the century’s corpse is stretched or laid and ready to be buried. Crypt is a room under the ground for burying people. The sky is like canopy means the cover of dead body and the dead body is the land.

The one who is lamenting and crying upon the death of nature is the wind. It is blowing as if it is singing the song of lament upon the death of earth. This is the moment of death and at the same time is a moment of birth; death of century and birth of another. The developing of ‘germ and birth’ is the development of a new century. The 19th century is dying and the 20th is born. It is a moment of rebirth and resurrection of a new life. There is a religious connotation here. The pulse is a reference of life like the pulse of heart. This old pulse is the rhythm of life. 

Here in these two lines, the earth is dying in winter season and spring which is the season of rebirth, comes after the winter. This day is ending and a new day comes. This year is ending and a new one is beginning. This century is ending, and a new century is beginning also. This is a process of rebirth. At the end, the speaker is stunned by the terrible vision. There is a contrast between fear and hope. All of these feelings are clashing inside the speaker’s mind at this moment of time. At the first stanza, it started by a natural setting, then there is a kind of vision. 
Third Stanza:
At once a voice arose among
The bleak twigs overhead
In a full-hearted evensong
Of joy illimited;
An aged thrush, frail, gaunt, and small,
In blast-beruffled plume,
Had chosen thus to fling his soul
Upon the growing gloom.

In the third stanza, all of this deadly scene: the dying nature, the end of the day and the flowing river, we have a voice of thrash which is a small bird has a sharp sound. Out of this deadly atmosphere, we have a sound of a bird which sounds like a universal hope. Twigs are small branches of the trees and bushes. The bird is over head which means that it is not seen, but was heard. 

First, there was a sad voice of wind lamenting, but here it is a voice of hope. There is a kind of a hope for the future. Here, there is a song of hope. The bird here sings in a full hearted, great power and energy. Even it is a sound of a thrush and sharp sound, the use of voice is as if there is a survivor or a human being. There is a sense of rebirth. 

There is another idea is given about this bird which is being old, dying, but out of death there is rebirth. It could symbolically represent him. The description of the bird is that it is weak, not beautiful or attractive. However, it was able to sing that song of hope. It was like an explosion. His weak body does not prevent him from singing a very explosive kind of song. It maybe its last song with his ‘beruffled’ feathers, but it was a song of hope. It had the free will. It did not die with everything that was dying. It has chosen to sing. It is the power of hope. The song is a kind of a universal hope among the dying atmosphere. He was the single hope for the natural dying atmosphere. The bird refers to the poet himself who is old and weak, and wishing a hopeful future.

There is a development from the first stanza of the dying natural, gloomy atmosphere, desolate setting of winter, the pine tree, end of the day, year and century. Then in the second stanza, there is a terrible vision of the corpse which is the dying earth like dead body, and then there is a rebirth coming from a bird’s sound which is a sound of hope of a rebirth of a new day, year and century. 

Fourth Stanza:

So little cause for carolings
Of such ecstatic sound
Was written on terrestrial things
Afar or nigh around,
That I could think there trembled through
His happy good-night air
Some blessed Hope, whereof he knew
And I was unaware
   The speaker here is sad and afraid of the death of the century. There is a usage of present continuous. There is no reason for the bird to celebrate with such a strong powerful voice. There are no reasons to celebrate as the nature was dying. There were no flowers to celebrate. This is the end of the day which is not time for the bird to celebrate. ‘Colorings’ are the enjoying sounds. The sound of the bird was full of energy, full of joy and full of excitement. The sound is so symbolic and so powerful that it affected all what is around the speaker. 

The speaker who was distressed, unhappy, weak and gloomy in a way could not feel hope because he was so depressed. He is unaware of hope. This is irony. 

Themes of the poem:
- Death

- Rebirth

- Hope

- Pain and sense of remorse, because this bird has a kind of hope, but man unfortunately does feel, that is why he has this feeling of remorse. 
Comment:

In the first and second stanza, the poet is speaking from outside. He is an observer. He observes the landscape around him in addition to a dying century. He presented a dramatization of the idea of positive opposites to the negativity of death as what comes out of death is a rebirth. He represents the positive which is opposite to the negativity of death. After winter dies, there is a rebirth of spring season and when the day dies, there is a rebirth of a new day and a new century. Those are the positive opposites of the negativity of death. 

Techniques:

The poem is written in four stanzas. Each stanza is 8 lines. He used ballad stanza which is four lines so each stanza of the poem is composed of two ballads. The meter is irregular and here we have what is called ‘Hymn meter’. 

Hardy depended on auditory and visual images a lot. His meter is irregular, but he used a kind of run-on lines which do not end with punctuation. Each stanza depends on the previous and next stanza, so there is a continuous dramatization of the poem. He did not use a nightingale, but a thrash which is a very funny choice as it was a very tiny bird but has a very strong voice, so the choice was significant.   

Many critics compared between this poem and the “Ode to the Nightingale” as Keats was talking also about a bird and he listens to the singing of the bird which makes him forgets about the troubles of the world.
Channel Firing

Thomas Hardy

That night your great guns, unawares,

Shook all our coffins as we lay,

And broke the chancel window-squares,

We thought it was the Judgment-day

And sat upright. While drearisome

Arose the howl of wakened hounds:

The mouse let fall the altar-crumb,

The worms drew back into the mounds,

The glebe1 cow drooled. Till God called, “No;

It’s gunnery practise out at sea

Just as before you went below;

The world is as it used to be:

“And all nations striving strong to make

Red war yet redder. Mad as hatters

They do no more for Christés sake

Than you who are helpless in such matters.

“That this is not the judgement-hour

For some of them’s a blessed thing,

For if it were they’d have to scour

Hell’s floor for so much threatening. . . .

“Ha, ha. It will be warmer when

I blow the trumpet (if indeed

I ever do; for you are men,

And rest eternal sorely need).”

So down we lay again. “I wonder,

Will the world ever saner be,”

Said one, ‘than when He sent us under

In our indifferent century!”

And many a skeleton shook his head.

“Instead of preaching forty year,”

My neighbour Parson Thirdly said,

“I wish I had stuck to pipes and beer.”

Again the guns disturbed the hour,

Roaring their readiness to avenge,

As far inland as Stourton Tower,

And Camelot, and starlit Stonehenge.

Stanza 1:

That night your great guns, unawares,

Shook all our coffins as we lay,

And broke the chancel window-squares,

We thought it was the Judgment-day

   There is a description of the ugly side of war. The speaker is talking to the soldiers. “as we lay” shows that there is a connotative plural speaker. The sound of guns awakened the dead from coffins. Thinking that it was the Judgment Day - is an exaggeration. 

“that night”: is a specific night when the dead were peacefully laying and waiting. It was when the horrible roaring sound of guns awakened not only the living, but also the dead as well. Those dead are having leisure time by laying and waiting in their coffins. The strong sound broke the window squares of the church. 

Second stanza:

And sat upright. While drearisome

Arose the howl of wakened hounds:

The mouse let fall the altar-crumb,

The worms drew back into the mounds,

The sound awakened every living species: mice, hounds and worms. He is narrating the details. He is showing the shock of that roaring gun sound and now it awakened the living and dead. Hounds were terrifying and started to howl. In church, they give bread for everyone, so there must be bits and pieces of the bread and it was falling. Mice tried to find their food to eat. Even worms searched for food and then returned to their place. There is species were terrified like dead from the roaring sound. There is sympathy here made by the use of referring to animals.  

Third stanza:

The glebe cow drooled. Till God called, “No;

It’s gunnery practise out at sea

Just as before you went below;

The world is as it used to be:

There is an interference of voices. All of the species like mice, worms, hounds and cow. The parish cow drooled or went out crazy running here and there, because of the noise. There is a horrible scene for the dead and all species. There is a representation of the voice of God “No”. It was the navy practicing and shooting guns in the canal. This means it is not the war, but it is the practice before the war. The poem is written in 1914 before the beginnings of the First World War. The British naval ships were practicing guns. So, these roaring guns awakened the dead in the church.

Stanza Four:

“And all nations striving strong to make

Red war yet redder. Mad as hatters

They do no more for Christés sake

Than you who are helpless in such matters.

Man is always searching for peace and tranquility. Unfortunately, all nations are struggling hard and doing their best to have the lands of each other. The war is red, but humans unfortunately try to make it redder or worse. Man goes after power or crazy for power. Human beings became completely mad, because man is searching for power and they have gone mad, because there is no Christian faith. Instead of preaching for Christian love and power, they preach for war, rivalry, competition and insanity. They do not do more for Christ’s sake than death. They are behaving the same. This means that the dead were also soldiers who fought in the war and died.

Man’s nature here unfortunately does not apply Christian values and love among their brothers ‘the Christians’. However, there are searching for competition and for great power. 

Stanza five: 

“That this is not the judgement-hour

For some of them’s a blessed thing,

For if it were they’d have to scour

Hell’s floor for so much threatening. . . .

      Thomas here makes fun of man saying that it is not the Judgment Day, and that was a good thing, as if it was the Judgment Day, those who caused the war will be sent directly to the deepest layer in hell. 

Stanza six:

“Ha, ha. It will be warmer when

I blow the trumpet (if indeed

I ever do; for you are men,

And rest eternal sorely need).”

The speaker’s tone and laughing of God is because it was not the Judgment Day, but the gun’s sound. Here is the end of the speech of God’s remark. “ever do” could refer that the judgment day is later on not now. Beneath that the speaker wanted to show the unwillingness of Man to accept God’s guidance to follow it. Man is creating horror for his own self. It is a criticism of war and of Man’s endless desire for power.

So down we lay again. “I wonder,

Will the world ever saner be,”

Said one, ‘than when He sent us under

In our indifferent century!”

  One of the dead wonders: “if Man achieves sanity and rejects conflict and violence in the future”. The dead are from previous time. The speaker wonders if the war and conflict are going to end. War and conflict started from the beginning of history. 

And many a skeleton shook his head.

“Instead of preaching forty year,”

My neighbour Parson Thirdly said,

“I wish I had stuck to pipes and beer.”

The dead agree that man will never change and that war will continue. Man never learns from his mistakes. He is always looking for power. A religious man in church used to preach for love, compassion, equality and liberty among Christians for forty years. This dead preacher wished he could spend his time in pleasure and drinking instead of wasting his time preaching because nobody was listening. There is a sense of regret and remorse in the parson’s work. 

Again the guns disturbed the hour,

Roaring their readiness to avenge,

As far inland as Stourton Tower,

And Camelot, and starlit Stonehenge.

This shooting sound disturbed distant areas. These roaring guns are going to avenge from the enemies. Stourton Tower was built in the 18th century to commemorate the great victory of King Arthur the Great over the Danes and took Camelot and Starlit. This reference to historical events shows that even at different ages of time, war was endless. 
The poem is not celebrating the war, but on the contrary, it criticizes it and also Man’s endless desire for violence, revenge and power. 

Form: 

The poem is written in nine stanzas, of quatrain ABAB. It follows iambic pentameter. There is usage of running lines instead of the rhymes. 

Technique:

- The poet depended on irony and using comic and satirical tone to sharpen and highlight the horror of war. 

- All the speakers are dead people talking about war. He used irony and humor to balance with the sad tone. 

- There are visual and auditory images. 

- The poem is very well structured.
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