Prose 5

Third year-Second semester

The 1st lecture:                                                                                                        د.صباح
We are going to study more Victorian novels and see more Victorian novelists who have really written classics in English literature that we still study up till today. 
Try to imagine the events and everything as belonging to a different period where the English people were different. They have different values and they are different in the way they interest. So, we will talk about the family. Today, in the west the family is not really that important but in the Victorian society as it is our, the family was a very important thing. The family had to be respected and women were supposed to stay at home to have children, to cook, and to serve the family and they did not go outside the house to work. So, the family was really something very important. And this is one of the themes that you will see in several works and in “The Mill of the Floss”; the first novel we are going to study. 
If we discuss the course, first we have first to start by a Victorian novel. So, the textbooks are very classical Victorian novels; ‘The Mill of the Floss’ by George Eliot and ‘The Return of the Native’ by Thomas Hardy.
What are the objects of the course? Why did you study Dickens and Charlotte Bronte in the first semester?
First: to know how the period is reflected in themes and characters and to what extent the novels we study reflect the period itself.
Second: and to know how literature influenced society.
What else? 
A student: maybe some people consider the novels as social criticism.
The doctor: exactly. Maybe people wrote literature for purpose of social change; they wanted these novels to express their views.
George Eliot is a woman writer and her name is Mary Ann Evans. She was born in 1819 and dies in 1880. So, she lived and died within the Victorian period. She is a Victorian writer. There are several biographies written about the life of George Eliot. 
What I am going to do is to select certain details of her life which are relevant in our understanding of George Eliot as a writer and our standing of ‘The Mill of the Floss’ specially the autobiographical factor in the novel because it seems as critics have said that ‘The Mill of the Floss’ is very personal novel.
 Autobiographical in literature means two things: 

The first meaning: It means that the writer is putting a lot of details from her own life in the novel.

The second meaning: It is form of literature in which that novel depicts the development of the protagonist from chapter to another. 
Which one of those meanings does it apply to ‘The Mill of The Floss’?

 Both of them are applied on it. ‘The Mill of the Floss’ is an autobiographical novel because it traces the development of its protagonist Maggie Tulliver from childhood to adult. 
Definitely, where the writer has been born or when she has been brought up is an important factor that we can mention in brief because you are when you come from. So that why we will mention that Mary Ann Evans was born and brought up and work in a provincial area of England. She is the daughter of a farmer, so her father is so much attached to the land; to nature, to the countryside. And this is an important aspect in her writings because most of her novels are provincial novels. 
What do we mean by provincial novels?

They depict life in the provinces; in the country (country people, country dialect, types of characters, we find clergymen, we find a farmer, and so on.)

If you set your novel in provinces, definitely you are going to discuss issues, maybe the difficult life they have to earn a living and their attempt at having a good relationship with people specially that they are small communities and everybody knows everyone else and we will see this in our novel. 
So, choice of setting for writer determined choice of characters; the fiction of characters, and choice of events.
Being born in provinces and being a Victorian first and last, the type of education that she has got was suitable to the people at that time, was the one allowed for people at that time. She grew older. She was trying to really gain a lot of education and experiences, maybe not from a formal school or a formal type of school but a lot of education by reading, by going to libraries, by discussions with intellectual people and so on. So, she was really a very different person. She is Victorian but she tried to really gain a lot of knowledge. As a young girl, she was an educated plus she has experiences of going different schools but when she grew up, she travelled, she read, she went to libraries and she mixed with people to gain education. 
As a young girl living in a province and under the influence of one of her teacher; Maria Lewis, she has really been given a very Christian upbringing. She was very much attached to religion as her family was. But as you will see now later in her life she gave up faith. This is one of the defects of being very free thinking person. So, this happened with George Eliot; she gave up faith and that has really upset her family. She has really practiced and experienced taking the responsibility of the family. She has taken charge of her family after the death of her mother. So, she really knows a lot, not only has knowledge or details but she has also practical experience about the family and the relationships between family. At the late stage of her life, she moved to Coventry; it is countryside also, and there she met certain people who had really started her free-thinking. They influenced her thinking and they introduced some books and after which she had decided to give up her faith. 
Now, we come to the most scandalous aspect of her life which is deciding to live with a man without marrying him because that he was married. In the Victorian society, certain rules did not allow divorce. So, the fact that she left her family and she stayed with that man was really something very scandalous in her Victorian society and in her provincial society. You know in small communities they never accept such a thing. 
Also, she was subject to liberal thinking or liberal theologies when she met some German thinkers who were in the literary circles such as Davis Strauss and Ludwig Feuerbach. They are two of the major figures. They gave here again more about liberal theologies or liberal thinking. 
    Why did she choose a man’s pen name? 
It was not really expected of women at that time to write novels or to be writers; they are expected to be governesses and to work at the house as mothers or as wives or maybe to be in factories but to be a writer was something really not very common but we do have examples of female writers at that time.
Some people ask me if she is really for the issues of women and she is supporting women, why should she give up her female name and write under a male name as if she is saying this will make me popular or something like that?

She said that clearly and specifically that she wanted people to evaluate her work. If the novel appeared under a woman’s name, then people will not read it, they have preconceptions of women’s novel that it silly, trivial and not worth reading.
One of the things that she did is that when she moved to London and she met the literary circles, she had a job and he wanted to be a writer. So, she became assistant editor of The Westminster Review. She was the first woman to be assistant editor. That was really an achievement. She wanted to do something high and she wanted to prove to her Victorian society that women are capable to do intellectual things. 
The name of the man that she lived with him is George Lawes. He is a critical philosopher. He appreciated the type of mentality she has and there was some sort of understanding between them and this is that made her decide to go and leave with him. She lived with him until he died. And then she got married to a young man twenty years younger than herself.
Now we move from her life to her works. You can see that she has written a number of works in the genre of fiction. She has written a lot of works in the genre of poetry and she has done some translation, she learnt Greek. She liked to read Greek literature and she was influenced by Greek literature. So, here critics try to find literary allusions to make literature and influences about gods especially Greek tragedy in the novel. ‘The Mill of the Floss’ was regarded to be a tragic novel. 
 ‘The Mill of the Floss’ is her second novel. It was published in 1860. Actually some many of her character types or the themes or settings are found in her novels. So, she has a set of a favorite themes, characters and settings. 
Many critics say that her ‘Middlemarch’ novel is her masterpiece.  And also we will find so many critics put ‘Middlemarch’ and ‘The Mill of the Floss’ on the same level. Some of them say ‘Middlemarch’ is better. The subtitle of ‘Middlemarch’ novel is ‘A Study of Provincial Life’. 
Provincial: comes from the word province which means the countryside. This is the favorite theme and setting for George Eliot. Some literary historians when they come to classify Victorian novels, they put the provincial novel as a category and they put George Eliot and Thomas Hardy under this category. Our course is Victorian novel. If we want to put a subtitle for our course, we can say provincial novel. 
And the setting in ‘The Mill of the Floss’ though it is provincial yet it is fictitious. 
Fictitious: not real. 

So, if you look at the north of England, you will not find Midlands, you will not find the floss which is the name of the river that we are going to study. It is fictitious; out of imagination. 

What period does she depict in the ‘ Middlemarch’ novel? Early thirties. And she does something similar in ‘The Mill of the Floss’; she depicts the twenties. The publication of this novel is 1860. So, As if she goes back 40 years to choose that specific period of Victorian society, definitely for a purpose.
So, the novel has notable plots. This is the common formula for George Eliot and for Victorian novelists. They had really to have a lot of subplots. If you have subplots, that means that you will have imaginary people; a large cast of characters, moving the action.
The major themes in the novel (Middlemarch) are status of women (it was a very popular thing at that time), marriage, idealism and self-interest, religion and hypocrisy, political reform and education. She condemned the type of writing that a women novelist of that time was produced as being silly. So, she did not want to write silly novels and that is why she was thinking about religion, politics, and women as perfect.
Now, she is for realism and she follows the school of realism and that was really again the school that most Victorian novelists for writing it. Apart from Lewis Carroll or such writers, generally speaking, the novel will appear about as classical nature for all writing realistic novels. 
Now what is the theme that she has achieved and it was considered to be really a great achievement that has influenced the English novel in general?
It is that when she portrays her characters, she tries to go deep into the character’s psychology. How do the writers do that? They give you description of the character’s feelings, emotions, reactions and thoughts instead of just saying the character went, she talked to that person, she bought that dress and she put it here. So, you will find description of feeling rather than exterior action. So, this makes the novel somewhat really psychological because they describe the psychology, the feelings, the reactions and the thoughts of the character. 

Two of the modern characters who have read George Eliot and admired her greatly and they admit that they have been influenced by her novels are D.H. Lawrence who is very famous for writing novels that really cross the lines of what is proper and what it is not proper, and Henry James; he is very important novelist.
What I am going to do now is introducing you to ‘The Mill of the Floss’ novel. Watch the movie, it will be very useful. For next week, I want you to read the first seven chapters. 
What is the writer want to say from the title of the novel?

A student: the first impression you get is that you imagine yourself in the countryside because of the mill.

The doctor:

What is the floss?  It is a fictitious river in the novel.

So, there is a river and there is mill, so definitely it is countryside. The both words indicate to the countryside. Both words, if they are put together, they show some sort of contrast. It was very common at that time that in some countries or places, they got energy of the running water. That was the source of providing energy.  So, we have mill and we have Floss on the other side. 
Floss is a common word in English and it has a meaning. So, what is this contrast?

A student: they do not use the mill always to get energy; they use it also to bring water to their fields. 

The doctor: exactly. So, to redirect water to what they called in English irrigation الري. But the mill that we have here is the mill that is used for getting energy.
So, mill is industrialized society; industrialization of Victorian society which was I think as we have studied in the background something that was really growing and changing the whole style of life and on the other side the contrast is the river; nature. So, this is the contrast. So, nature is going to be very prominent in ‘The Mill of the Floss’, not only because it is a provincial novel but also because as we said at the beginning of the novel about the flood for example plus all the other references to nature; trees, crops, and things like that. There is a reference to flood. And we know as we usually study western literature that nature can be enjoyable or it can be destructive when there is a very strong hurricane and when there is a flood. Actually, the flood that we will have in ‘The Mill of the Floss’, sweeps away the whole village and in that flood, both the protagonists; Maggie Tulliver and her brother die.
What is the novel about? 
It is about a young girl Maggie Tulliver and her brother Tom. The novelist seems to be very clear in depicting that type of relationship between Maggie and her brother Tom. 

Where are these sister and brother living? 

They are living in a provincial Victorian society. The village is fictitious and it is called St. Ogg's. And there is a river around which much of the action takes place and that river called River of Floss. So, this is briefly what the novel is about. And as we said before the fictitious time in the novel is the 1820s.
We talked about the literary elements or fictional elements in the novel and we said the novel was partly fictional autobiography and so many critics describe it as being a personal novel reflecting the life of George Eliot and her relationship with George Lewes.
So, to go into more details, it is the story of Maggie Tulliver’s relationship with her brother Tom and the romantic relationship with Phillip Wakem. Phillip Wakem is hunchbacked person. It is a form of disability. He is sensitive and highly intellectual. That is why Maggie used to enjoy and discussing books with him. Actually, he is the one who is in love with her, but her feeling towards him was just pity. The one she was really having some feeling towards is Stephen Guest who is represented in the novel a lively vivacious young man, somewhat for changing in society; he was a socialite in the village of St. Ogg's. Stephen Guest was the fiancé of her cousin Lucy Deane. Just think about the situation. Look at this type of relationship. Maggie falls in love and elopes for three days with Stephen Guest who is the fiancé of her cousin. It makes worse. The fact that she elopes with a young man (remember that this is a Victorian society and provincial society) and to choose this man in particular who is the fiancé of her cousin is something betrayal for family relationships. So, what she has done is really very scandalous. 
What do you think the plots in ‘The Mill of the Floss’? 

Love and love triangle, marriage, family which is more important than marriage because no marriage takes place,

 A student: social decorum, memory, religion.
The doctor: and the clash between the individual and the society.

It seems that George Eliot has really thought of the structure of her novel very well. From the titles of the different parts called books in this novel and the titles of the chapters, you will see that she really gives you the whole novel in brief. That is why I will comment a little bit about the structure here putting different books. We will keep the same titles as they are. She is not naming them as book one or book second, so please let us all use the same. 
Next time, I will give you different titles of the different books; the seven different parts. 

-Book I: Boys and Girls                                (Maggie and her brother Tom)

-Book II: School-Time                                   (when her father went to school and 

                                                                       before that when her father was thinking 

                                                                        about what type of education he should 

                                                                        give to his son and he consults other 

                                                                        people about that.)

-Book III: The Downfall

Who is the downfall? Her father. And he really brings about the downfall of her family with him.

-Book IV: The Valley of Humiliation

You will see that as if the plot or the sequence of the major events in the novel is given to you from these titles of chapters. This is the end of our lecture. 


الشكر لجميع الطالبات اللاتي يقدرن المجهود الذي أقوم به و اللاتي لم يقمن بعمل مجموعات للاشتراك في أيا من المواد التي أقوم بتفريغها و سأعمل جاهدة لكي أكون باذن الله عند حسن ظنكن بي و أتمنى التوفيق للجميع باذن الله

و لا أقول الا حسبي الله و نعم الوكيل على من لم تقدر هذا المجهود  
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