Prose 6
Third year-Second semester

The 3rd lecture:                                                                                                   د.صباح
We are going to start with a discussion of the critical analysis of the rest of Book I then I am also going to discuss Book II. 

We will continue to see the critical aspects of the novel. Last lecture we talked about the character of the protagonist as a child, environment, influences, traits she has whether physical or spiritual and psychological. Next, I am going to discuss aspects of style and language.
You have noticed that we have noticed that we have already started talking about themes and major characters when we were discussing the first part of Book I. and when I say that I am going to discuss the protagonist today, it does not mean I will say everything about the protagonist, we are still in Book I and the protagonist is going to develop. 
I will start with a point about the protagonist which is the question about the protagonist in the worksheet now. 

The question: what details have you learned about Maggie? (Traits of the protagonist that you have seen in Book I).
Maggie society does not appreciate her because she does not fulfill the standards of society whether in her appearance; she is plain, she has black her, she has dark complexion, or in her personal trait too; she is mischievous, naughty, disobedient and rebellious. 
At childhood, it might seem as not obeying her mother’s orders or keeping herself neat and things like that but as she grows up, you will see that disobedience changes from childhood matters to other adult matters. So, she does not like comply with the standards of her society. 
What the write wants us to see is that Maggie is a naughty, mischievous child; she is different from the standards of what a child should be in the Victorian British society. She is highlighting one of her personal trait which is her emotional dependence and we see that from her attachment to her brother Tom and the feeling that she derives her happiness and her emotional well-being from her brother; if he is angry, she is really upset and she said Tom’s anger was really of a different sort. That means that she does not want to make her brother angry because it would mean that she would really feel so unhappy, so miserable if he is unhappy. She is also seeking the love of Tom and later on seeking the love of other people. Within her family, she is seeking the love of brother or her father. She wants them to say her all the time that they love her and they are pleased with her. So, these are the aspects of emotional dependence that is supposed to be negative one. 
Each human being should have some sort of emotional independence. You love your friends, your family member and the people around you, but at the same time you do not link your happiness and misery to them. 
Now we are going to discuss more incidents in which we see Maggie Tulliver. All the incidents which we will discuss today will add to the picture that we have seen her in Book I. we will start with chapter VII, Book I in which we have seen the community of St.Oggs’s and we have said that the writer is very keen on showing the Dodson families; the top families in the very big family of the Dodson, the Gleggs, the Deanes, and the Tullivers and representative of St’ Ogg’s community which is a provincial community that has its own traits. It interests in gossip, in small matters. And today we are going to discuss its materialism and belonging and things like that. So, its interests are superficial and they are related the everyday living. We are not going to discuss intellectual things; we are not going to discuss ideas or books. So, when you read through
As I was saying, when you continue reading Book I, again you will see this attempt to George Eliot to give you a picture of St. Ogg’s as a community. We will see Mrs. Glegg, Mrs. Glegg, Mrs. Deane, and Mr. Deane. We see them as individuals but the whole picture of that society as a unit is really what George Eliot is concerning about. 
In chapter VIII, I will just mention the critical aspects that I am concerned with. Now what is the problem with Mr. Tulliver? It is in chapters VIII, IX, X till the end of Book I and the same problem is going to arise in Book II. So, this thing is complicating the action and leading it to the climax. 
What you are going to see later on is that Mrs. Tulliver is trying to solve this problem with Mrs. Glegg. She is talking to her, she is talking to Mrs. Deane to go and talk to Mr. Tulliver and we reach the point when Mrs. Glegg is ready to delay the payment of the debt. So, as if she forgives Mr. Tulliver for the dispute they have had and she no longer wants him to repay that debt at that time. Yet Mr. Tulliver insists that he has to pay the debt to Mrs. Glegg. So, you can see now that sometimes echo (the psychological composition) is really a major hindrance toward success, happy, living, and successful dealing with problems. So, this problem could have been solved but as you can see from the titles, it is Mr. Tulliver that is blamed for not really listening to Mrs. Glegg when she said that she forgives him now and she does not want him to repay the money now.  So, maybe you will see more here about the character of Mr. Tulliver that he is not very smart, not a practical man, he does not really foresee what is good for him and for his family by insisting on the repayment of the debt. So, his problem is going to be entangled because of the defective way that he deals with his problem of the debt. 
Chapter X

Maggie Behaves Worse Than She Expected
We will see again more details and more incidents about the character of Maggie. What is the incident in which she is really behaving in a very bad way that she herself did not expect to reach? 
If you read this chapter you will see that Tom is really treating Maggie very cruelly. He tells her ‘go away, we do not want you to be here, why are coming with us?’. So, as a result why are we saying this? Because it has something to do with the tone of the whole novel. Whenever we discuss Maggie’s naughtiness or Maggie’s act of misbehavior, you will see that she is always pushed to behave in that way. Because of Maggie’s attachment to her brother, she would never have pushed Tom. Because the way we see Maggie, she would never do something that would hurt Tom but she wants to give revenge to her feelings of her anger, jealousy, indignation. So, She takes all these feeling out on Lucy. 
So, we understand the situation now; we understand as readers why she did that and we sympathize with her. 

So, the writer or the narrator keeps all the time explaining to us the whole situation and showing us that Maggie is not really the one to be blamed, it is her society, it is her parents, it is her brother, it is the people involved in that situation that are to be blamed like is this case, Tom has to be blamed. And maybe it is Mr. and Mr. Tulliver, who made Tom feel superior to Maggie, are the ones to be blamed. So, that means she wants the readers to sympathize with Maggie. We can say that is why we can see the sympathetic tone in the novel. We are prepared to sympathize with Maggie for her childish misbehavior here and we are prepared also to sympathize with Maggie the young woman later on when she elopes with Stephen. And she gave in chapter VII how rigid that community is to prepare us again for the fact that when her society is so severe in their judgment of her, we already have had the idea that this society is very severe. So, part of encouraging the reader to sympathize towards Maggie, she is controlling the tone of the novel.  
P101:
(“Now, get away, Maggie; there’s no room for you on the

grass here. Nobody asked you to come.”

There were passions at war in Maggie at that moment to

have made a tragedy, if tragedies were made by passion only;

but the essential [Greek text] which was present in the passion

was wanting to the action; the utmost Maggie could do,

with a fierce thrust of her small brown arm, was to push

poor little pink-and-white Lucy into the cow-trodden mud.)
So, the writer is preparing us to see that if Maggie behaves worse that she herself expected, yet we can understand why she did that. Notice how the writer is describing Maggie’s reaction. 

We have discussed features of George Eliot’s style and her contribution to the development of the English novel and we said that she does not really focus on actions as features of the characters but she also describes the feelings of the characters. She says that ‘There were passions at war in Maggie at that moment to have made a tragedy’, so she is not just describing the reaction of Maggie. She first explains her feelings of anger as a reaction to what Tom has done. So, this is an aspect of a change in the Victorian novel; a change that paved the way for the modern innovation in which all the modern novelists will concentrating on the psychology of their characters, their feelings, their reactions, their motives, their thoughts. 
(Then Tom could not restrain himself, and gave Maggie

two smart slaps on the arm as he ran to pick up Lucy, who

lay crying helplessly. Maggie retreated to the roots of a tree a

few yards off, and looked on impenitently. Usually her repentance

came quickly after one rash deed, but now Tom

and Lucy had made her so miserable, she was glad to spoil

their happiness,—glad to make everybody uncomfortable.

Why should she be sorry? Tom was very slow to forgive her,

however sorry she might have been.)
You see Tom’s reaction. When she pushed Lucy, he slapped her on the arm and he was very upset with her. Although we can see that he is to be blamed to what has happened, yet again Maggie was eager to apologize and express how sorry she was to him. Tom was slow in forgiving her but finally he forgave her. This is an example of her emotional dependence. 
Now the three children are going home and we can expect the reaction of Lucy’s mother and of Maggie’s mother to what has happened and to the appearance of pink-and-white Lucy as George Eliot says. She is wearing whit and her complexion is so fair that it is pinkish in color, she is wearing white and she is thrown into the mud.
(Tom’s imagination had not been rapid and capacious

enough to include this question among the foreseen consequences,

but it was no sooner put than he foresaw whither it

tended, and that Maggie would not be considered the only

culprit in the case.)
When he thought again about it, he felt that he might be blamed for what had happened. We understood as readers but since Tom has very limited intelligence, he could not see that he is to be blamed because he actually psychologically pushed Maggie behaves in that way.
(He walked quietly away from the kitchen

door, leaving Sally to that pleasure of guessing which active

minds notoriously prefer to ready-made knowledge.)
We read it here just to get more understanding of Tom; we can see he has limited intelligence. I have also read this part because this is a very beautiful example of George Eliot’s style. This is not the only example but I just wanted to show you how intellectual George Eliot’s language can be. So, one of the aspects of George Eliot’s language is that it is intellectual because it addresses the minds of her readers and not just give them details. 
Chapter XI

Maggie Tries to Run away from Her Shadow
An interesting incident that takes place here that shows:

1-The extremes to which Maggie can go in her rebellion, in her mischief of social norms and conditions.  
2-We talked about the writer, her style, her choice of characters and incidents; it is really showing great insight on the part of George Eliot in depicting childish behavior.
So, what is the incident in this chapter? 1:4
A student:

After the incident of pushing Lucy, Maggie ran away looking for the band of gypsies and when she found them she told them that she wants to be the queen of the gypsies. After that, while she was sitting with them, she was afraid because their language was strange and they offered her food to eat but she refused it because it was not familiar to her. And then she asked them to take her home and she met her father on the road and her father rewarded the gypsy. Then her father asked Mrs. Tulliver and Tom not to blame her for that. And they did not speak about this incident again.
The doctor:

This is the extreme of the mischievous behavior of his daughter. As a soft-hearted father, he asked her mother and her brother not really to mention the whole incident. So, Maggie felt that she has to run away. We can see that George Eliot is choosing the details to give us the character portrayal of her protagonist. George Eliot was really moderately in choosing those very life-like incidents; incidents that can happen to anyone of us.
I want to discuss few points related to this: 
What made Maggie rally run away to the gypsies? 
 
1-The sense of alienation.

2-one of the childhood fantasies that they want to run away.

The sense of alienation (the sense of loneliness); that she does not belong to her father, brother,… . The sense of alienation is the sense of feeling that her society does not understand her and physically and psychologically was not accepted and this pushed her to run away in addition to the fact that it is actually considered one of the childhood fantasies that they want to run away.
P108:
(“What! my pretty lady, are you come to stay with us?)
How did Maggie react to being called pretty lady?
(It was just like a story; Maggie liked to be called pretty

lady and treated in this way. She sat down and said,—)
(“Such a clever little lady,” said the woman with the baby)
Again she is describes as being clever.
(“Oh, what a nice little lady!—and rich, I’m sure,” said the

old woman.)

They called her clever, they called her pretty, and they called her nice. Compare them to what her family has been describing with (plain, funny-looking, ugly). In her society, they are sorry that she is clever. So, she feels at home in that society of the gypsies at the beginning because she feels that they treat her differently and they see her good traits.  
So, after showing this interest and saying (“Oh, what a nice little lady!—and rich, I’m sure,” which shows you the real motive behind accepting Maggie and welcoming her into their society, what are they interested in? they are interested in her money. when she seems that she does not belong to them, so they search her pocket and they look at her belongings to steal her things. Suddenly, she starts to feel that there is something wrong with this people and she starts to feel afraid and felt that she wants to go away; she does not really want to stay with them and be their queen as she fantasizes.  
So, this is the end of gypsies’ episode which has been often quoted by reader as one of the very distinctive. It is so well written and it becomes very memorable; it is one of the experiences that we never forget in ‘The Mil of the Floss’. 
When we talked about Lucy as being neatly dressed, beautiful, blond hair, obedient, and behaving in a ladylike manner, so she fulfills the ideal form of British Victorian girl in that society that is why she is appreciated by her society. Now on the contrary, we have Maggie who is just the opposite. That is why we can see the character of Lucy that Lucy herself is actually meant to be a foil of the protagonist’s character. So, this is one of the functions that the character of Lucy has been in the novel. 
Chapter XIII

Mr. Tulliver Further Entangles the Skein of Life
We continue to see the society of St. Ogg’s, the materialism, their interests in trivial and superficial things in the following chapters. For example, in the last chapter of Book I, we know how ‘Mr. Tulliver Further Entangles the Skein of Life’. He is the one to be blamed for not really accepting Mrs. Glegg’s offer of just forgetting about debt. She was ready to forget about the debt and leave him maybe to have more time but out of stubbornness, out of lack of foresight he insists that he wants to repay the debt. We do understand that this is his sense of pride but he should have thought of the well-being of the whole family because the whole family will suffer as a result of his insistence of getting money plus the other problem that came in and cost the downfall of the family. They were in debt, there was an auction, mill was sold, their house was sold and all their belongings were sold, so they became very poor and did not have really enough money to live. That is why it was not very clever of Mr. Tulliver to stick to his pride. 
Now we will move on to Book II.

Book II

School-Time

Chapter I

Tom’s “First Half”
The title of the Book is ‘School-Time’, so again the theme of education is going to be our major focus when we discuss Book II. It is Tom’s school time. Who gave him the advice of where to take his son to? Mr. Riley. We will discover in this Book that the advice that Mr. Riley has given was not really very suitable because he asked him to take his son to a school and give him a certain type of education that you will find was not fit for Tom because he was not very clever. Number two, it is not suitable because it will not prepare him to be an auctioneer, an engineer, or surveyor or something like that. What is his studying now at the academy? Latin and geometry. He was given the wrong type of education that was not suitable. George Eliot here is giving her criticism of the education system. It is not only the education of Tom that she is criticizing but actually the education of British Victorian society in the 19th century. What is she saying about education that it did not really fulfill the requirements and it did not really prepare people for the career they need it to have a successful life? 
We have a new character introduced in this Book and it will be just important for this Book. It has a temporary function to do and we will not really refer to this character in the following chapters. It is the character of Mr. Stelling; he is the teacher of Tom. So, Walter Stelling at King’s Lorton School in Mr. Jacob’s academy gives us the example of a teacher. And again George Eliot has the chance here to criticize the whole education system whether it is in the type of school or the type of courses and lessens or even the teachers that were responsible for educating young people. 
Tom is not happy at school. He has limited intelligence. So, he is not coping with Latin. And when Maggie visits him for the school before the end of the term, she tries to help him with lessons. While she is at school, she also meets Mr. Stelling.

 “Mr. Stelling,” she said, that same evening when they were

in the drawing-room, “couldn’t I do Euclid, and all Tom’s

lessons, if you were to teach me instead of him?”

“No, you couldn’t,” said Tom, indignantly. “Girls can’t do

Euclid; can they, sir?”

“They can pick up a little of everything, I dare say,” said Mr.

Stelling. “They’ve a great deal of superficial cleverness; but they

couldn’t go far into anything. They’re quick and shallow.”
This is Mr. Stelling’s view of girls and their ability to learn and he reflects a general attitude of British Victorian society. 
Euclid= Egyptian mathematician.

quick= here is not a positive adjective and it comes with another negative adjective. 
Here we have George Eliot criticism of the education system that is represented here by a teacher showing his view that women are not capable of doing the same the same studies at that time. As we said that the novel is depicting the beginning of the 19th century (1820s). Things started to change towards the end of the 19th century when a college for women was established, when women writers really made a cause for themselves that they need to do things differently. We can say that George Eliot here is also showing us feminist criticism in her novel; she is criticizing the situation of women and the attitude of their society to women at that time. So, whenever we say women, this is feminism and the issue of how to improve the situation of women at that time. 
The rest of the chapters show us how Mr. Tulliver has lawsuit with Lawyer Wakem. In Book II, we are also introduced to his son Philip Wakem. Now what have the two got to do with the Tullivers? What is the function of Lawyer Wakem in the novel? 
The dispute between Mr. Tulliver and Lawyer Wakem is over the amount of water that each they get from the River Floss. 
Now, who won the case? Lawyer Wakem. 

So, how does this influence Mr. Tulliver? He feels so upset that Lawyer Wakem has deprived him of maybe his dignity or maybe his right to enough water for his land. And at the same time we have seen the type of character Mr. Tulliver is; his sense of pride seems to be really very high. So, he feels again indignity that Lawyer Wakem won the case and because he won the case Mr. Tulliver had again to pay him some money which he does not have. That is why we see the problem of the Tullivers situation is getting worse here because they will be in debt and as a result the mill is going to be sold and their house and belongings are going to be sold. 
In chapter four, we have interesting commentary and criticism on the education system at that time.  
We said Lawyer Wakem is the rival of Mr. Tulliver, and then who is Philip Wakem? He is a Tom’s child school fellow. Maggie and Philip find so much in common with each other; both of them are clever, they like to read, they discuss books, and both of them are enjoying art and music. Both of them have sensitive characters. What is the special aspect about Philip Wakem? He is hunchbacked. He has a deformity. 
A student:

He has a melancholy childhood as Maggie and both of them are not accepted in their society.

The doctor:

So, Philip Wakem has a deformity that makes him oversensitive. And we feel that Maggie starts to sympathize with Philip Wakem. So, Maggie enjoys Philip’s friendship and at the same time she sympathizes with his deformity.  This is the relationship between Maggie and Philip.
What is the relationship between Tom and Philip?
Tom has really some negative feelings towards Philip. He does not want to be close to him because he thinks that since their fathers are enemies and since Lawyer Wakem is like a rival for his father, then he should not have anything to do with his son. So, the bad relationship between their parents according to Tom, should really prevent any closeness between their children. That is why he is upset with Maggie that she meets Philip and then she will start to see him secretly. 
An incident takes place at school in which Tom injures himself and it is actually Philip who helps Tom. So, they get closer together but later on it seems that Tom’s feeling of anger and dissatisfaction with this type of relationship brings them apart. 
George Eliot’s language:

Now as for style and language we have seen George Eliot’s language is intellectual and direct. It is not difficult but it need some time to read and maybe to go back and reread, and it is highly artistic in different ways. What different ways?
The literary term ‘allusion’: it is a reference to something.

-If it is something from history, then it is historical allusion.

-If it is something from the bible, then it is biblical allusion.

-If is a reference to a literary figure or a literary work or a literary symbol, then it is literary allusion.

-If is from a certain period or a certain type of literature, then we can name it by that type of literature, for example, we are going to see that there are Greek allusions in the novel refereeing to Greek mythology. 

Because George Eliot read Greek, because she is familiar with Greek literature and Greek mythology, then definitely some of her allusions are going to be from the cultures she is familiar with. 
So, we have Greek mythology, for example, she mentions Jupiter. 
She also makes other allusions to famous figures of that time, and important works. We know that she went to Switzerland; she is familiar with Swiss culture and German culture. So, you will find the culture and background of the writer is reflected in her style. That is why you will see that her style is really varied, rich, and highly intellectual, maybe not easy to read but it is really very beautiful. So, one of the things that Gorge Eliot is known by is her language.
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