Prose 6
Third year-Second semester

The 4th lecture:                                                                                                  د.صباح
Book III

The Downfall
Today we are going to do Book III and that means that we are going to do critical analysis of the book. And of course when we say critical analysis, this means that we will talk about the analysis of the characters that we have already mentioned in Book II and in Book II and the major characters especially the protagonist. We are going also to continue seeing the development of the themes and look for new themes and new characters. We are also going to do technical aspects of the novel and see the techniques that we have mentioned before and we will see more examples of those techniques. 
When I do the critical analysis, I am going to concentrate on the major characters in the novel excluding the protagonist (not including the protagonist). We have already said a lot about the protagonist and I hope by now you have a good picture of our protagonist whether her physical appearance or her psychological one. And we have seen how distinctive Maggie Tulliver’s character is. And one of the themes that we are going to focus on today is the clash or the conflict between the individual and society (the individual versus society).  

The major characters excluding the protagonist are Tom, Mr. and Mrs. Tulliver, Phillip Wakem and Stephen. Stephen is not mentioned in this Book and Phillip Wakem has already been mentioned and he is not mentioned in this Book. Our major focus while we do the critical analysis in today’s lecture will be on these characters. 
(Then the doctor asked the student to write a paragraph on each one of the major characters.)
We are going to see Tom now and w will see clearly whether Tom changes or not, whether Mrs. Tulliver changes or not and whether Mr. Tulliver changes or not. Critics have said maybe some readers feel a little bit bored after reading Book I and Book II because when we come to action, there was not really much going on considering the large number of chapters. As for Book III, they feel so many changes were taking place. So, readers will be starting to get bored after reading Book I and II but they will to regain interest in the novel after reading Book III because we will see some major incidents and changes taking place in Book III. We have been prepared for these changes in Book I and in Book II. 
Do you feel that Tom has changed here? Do you feel that Maggie has changed here? What is about the relationship between Maggie and Tom? Have those questions in mind as we are discussing Book III. 
We ended Book II with the Tullivers having the problem of the debt to Mrs. Glegg and the lawsuit which we have heard with Lawyer Wakem. We have also said that the negative and bad relationship between Mr. Tulliver and Lawyer Wakem has influenced their sons. Maggie was okay with having Phillip Wakem as a friend but Tom has felt that since Philip is the son of his father’s enemy, then he should be regarded as their enemy. 
We have seen how Philip and Maggie have so much in common. They have shared qualities. Both of them were sensitive, both of them were highly intellectual, and both of them like to read.

A student: He is deformed and she is plain.  
The doctor: in appearance they have some problems which make theme sensitive and which make them feel for each other. Both of them are enjoying music and art. Both of them are in need of love, Philip because of the situation he is in; he is deformed, and Maggie because of her physical appearance and because of the treatment of her society being a girl in a suburban or provincial Victorian society and being cleverer than her brother in a society that values the cleverness of boys rather than of girls. 
The title of Book III is ‘The Downfall’. It is the downfall of Mr. Tulliver. The downfall of Mr. Tulliver brought about the downfall of the whole family. This is what we are going to see in this very moving Book. It is moving because we are going to see how Mrs. Tulliver reacts to the fact that her house her belongings are going to be sold and we are going to see how Tom feels about losing their house and his father being sick and he has to take charge. Also, we have Maggie and we have commented on her relationship with her father and how close she is to her father. She is alone now because we know what type of relationship is between her and her mother; she is not close to her. She is close to her father and her father now is very sick.  So, she really feels lonely and she misses the company and the affection of her father. So, it is the downfall of Mr. Tulliver and the family of the Tullivers.
What brought about the downfall of the Tullivers? 

A student:

Mr. Tulliver has lawsuit with Lawyer Wakem and he lost it. It is about the amount of water that each they get from the River Floss. So, Mr. Tulliver has to pay some money.

The doctor:

And also Mr. Tulliver has already another debt for Mrs. Glegg, so his financial situation is very critical. 
He is really in a multiple financial problem. He has a lot of money to pay and he does not have that money. He has some money that he has left to his sister but he feels that he does not want to ask his sister to pay the debt because he knows that his sister cannot pay; she is poor. So, because of his kindness and because of his feeling that he has to keep family ties and the friendship to his sister and to his brother-in-law, he does not want anything to do with forcing his sister to pay her debt to him. He feels affectionately toward his sister and decides not to ask for money back, which they cannot pay. So, this financial problem brings about the downfall because as you can see he has a lot of money to pay and he does not have that money. So, in our society if you do not have money to do, what do they usually do? They sell your house and your belongings in some sort of auction. 
Book III opens with Mr. Tulliver knowing that he has lost the lawsuit. So, it seems that the news has really affected him to the extent that when he read the letter, he really fainted and they find him lying with the letter in his hand beside his horse.
From the description of the state of Mr. Tulliver and the symptoms he is having (loss of memory, unconsciousness), it seems like he has some sort of a stroke where it usually makes people lose consciousness. And it usually takes place because of a psychological problem as the one that Mr. Tulliver was having. He felt that he has lost the lawsuit and he knows the consequences of losing that lawsuit.  So, the complication of this problem caused his psychological state and it led to the physical condition he was in. He was very seriously ill and bedridden and it was obvious that he is dying. 
George Eliot was really careful to give us something very realistic and real life. Sometimes when you feel that you have a psychological problem that is above your ability to solve it, your body reacts in this way. 
Now when he knew that his belongings were about to be sold in an auction, he thought maybe his family the Dodsons (one of the different branches of the family) can solve that problem by buying the estate; the mill, the house and everything. When your relatives buy your things, this means it is okay because you have a lot of time to repay. That is what he was planning for but unfortunately we are going to see now that though Mrs. Tulliver tried to talk to them about it and though Tom also tried to confess the family of buying their estate so that they can keep the house and stay in it while they try to collect the money needed, the family of the Dodsons did not react in the way that the Tullivers and we expected. So, it seems that George Eliot here is really criticizing the community of St. Ogg's in that they do not feel for each other and they do not try to solve each other’s problems. The whole community is seen as a sociological unit. So, that is we are not going to characterize them. We will see that whole community of St. Ogg’s as a unit. So, she is placing some harsh criticism against that community. 
We will see also something about Uncle Deane because Tom goes to him in particular to help him find him a job so that he would help in the financial problems of the family. 

Why Uncle Deane? 
He has grown rich during the action of the novel. He is not really the type that Mr. Tulliver represents. He is a type that was really common in Victorian society that would become rich very quickly. So, why Uncle Deane? Because he has succeeded in gathering a lot of money and becoming rich in short time. 
Does Uncle Deane help?

At the beginning he kept criticizing Tom and criticizing the education that Tom has had and when he is criticizing, it is actually George Eliot who is criticizing the system of education at that time. In Book II, we saw Tom at school studying Latin and geometry. SO, Uncle Deane comments on his poor Latin and he says what is your poor Latin going to do for you?!!! And that is really true. In such a small provincial society what is he going to do with Latin?!!! He needed more practical and down-to-earth experiences that will help him find a job. You will see even when Uncle Deane finds him a job and he need to do calculations, Tom fails to do that.  So, these are the skills that education should have provided for people living in that society because these are the skills that are needed to have a job. So, we continue the theme of education in the novel and the criticism that George Eliot places on her Victorian society. She is criticizing the educational system by saying that it does not really give people the necessary skills and the knowledge that would make them do well in their lives.
End of chapter one in Book III:
“I believe that scoundrel’s been planning all along to ruin

my father,” said Tom, leaping from the vaguest impressions

to a definite conclusion. “I’ll make him feel for it when I’m a

man. Mind you never speak to Philip again.”

“Oh, Tom!” said Maggie, in a tone of sad remonstrance;

but she had no spirit to dispute anything then, still less to

vex Tom by opposing him.
Tom here is speaking to Maggie about Lawyer Wakem. What feeling does Tom show towards Wakem? Tom is very angry. Look at the language he is using and look at the comment which will help understand the character of Tom.  
(leaping from the vaguest impressions to a definite conclusion). Did Wakem really plan to ruin Mr. Tulliver? No.  Tom immediately jumps into the conclusions that Wakem has been planning for that. So, people, who are hasty and making the judgments without really looking for the whole situation, tend to be angry all the time and tend to make wrong judgment. So, this is the character of Tom that is revealed here. He does not have the wisdom to make him see and judge things right. We have also to consider that he is still young; he is just a teenager. Still this quality in Tom is going to be one of his major qualities and we have also seen that in the previous sections. 

When Tom tells Maggie that because of what Wakem has done to her father, she has anything to do with Philip. 
How does she react?
 She was not happy with the decision he has taken. She was not happy with the fact the he is telling her what to do (not to talk to Philip and not have anything to do with Philip). (The relationship between Tom and Maggie).
Chapter two, third paragraph:
The truth flashed on Tom’s mind in an instant. To “have

the bailiff in the house,” and “to be sold up,” were phrases

which he had been used to, even as a little boy; they were

part of the disgrace and misery of “failing,” of losing all one’s

money, and being ruined,—sinking into the condition of

poor working people. It seemed only natural this should happen,

since his father had lost all his property, and he thought

of no more special cause for this particular form of misfortune

than the loss of the lawsuit. But the immediate presence

of this disgrace was so much keener an experience to

Tom than the worst form of apprehension, that he felt at

this moment as if his real trouble had only just begin; it was

a touch on the irritated nerve compared with its spontaneous

dull aching.

“How do you do, sir?” said the man, taking the pipe out of

his mouth, with rough, embarrassed civility. The two young

startled faces made him a little uncomfortable.

What is he keep thinking about here? What is going to become to the family when their house is sold. The bailiff is a key word here. The bailiff represents the law. He puts an estimate to the belongings so that they can sell them later on.  So, the fact that the actual selling of the house starting by the bailiff coming in and looking at the things and putting an estimate to them, how did that affect the family?  
The reaction of Tom:

Tom has been hearing phrases like sold up and things like that which means that they are going to lose their house and their property which is going to make them become poor. So, he is really worried that they are going to be poor and homeless. Though Tom and Maggie are still young, yet they do realize that the situation is really critical. 
It is a very good example if we talk about technical aspects and it is a very good example of the point that we have been commenting on. We said the George Eliot is one of the early novelists who have really brought about some change in the technique in the English novel. What aspect, what technique, what change in particular are we talking about here? It is the technique of concentrating on the description of the psychology of characters rather than just giving their actions and their speeches all the time. So, here we have the description of Tom’s feelings; his reaction and his thoughts to the fact that the family is going to face a problem. So, George Eliot is regarded to be a pioneer in this technique. 
What are the reactions of Mrs. Tulliver on knowing that her house and her china which has her name on it, her memories, and her belongings are going to be sold? 
The reaction of Mrs. Tulliver:
(Characterization of Mrs. Tulliver) We can see how frantic and how desperate Mrs. Tulliver is on knowing that she is going to lose her house or her belongings. 

Remember that at the same time the bailiff is there selling the house and taking that action. We know that Mr. Tulliver is bedridden. He is unconscious. So, do we hear Mrs. Tulliver crying over her husband? No. she is crying over her china which shows that maybe she cares about those things more than the well-being of her husband. She is doting her china. At a later stage, you will see her also blaming Mr. Tulliver for the situation they are in and we will see how Maggie reacts to that. 
A student:

You said that she cares about china more than her husband. Does this depict her as shallow? 
The doctor: yes, she is shallow.

A student: and she is a typical Victorian woman.

The doctor: George Eliot wants to condemn all Victorian women by being shallow. 

 A student: George Eliot is not a typical Victorian woman. 

A student: we do not have to blame her totally because sometimes small things have memories and they have a lot of meaning for her emotionally. So, she values these small things. 
The doctor:

If you read the whole part, you will see that she is repeatedly described as being doting over china in such a situation. She is all the time concerned about her china crying and being desperate and in a very bad psychological state because of the losing the china, but we never hear her say that she is feeling bad because her husband is dying and sick. 
This is how George Eliot wants us to see the situation by mentioning it several times and the way she is describing it. 
A student:  

And you have told us last lecture that Mr. Tulliver fell in these problems because of his arrogance and his pride.  

The doctor:

Because of the way he deals with the situations, he is putting himself in that problem. 

A student:

She knows that the whole family is in trouble because he cannot deal correctly with his financial problems. 
The doctor:
We will see how Maggie reacts to that. As readers, we do see that because he was stubborn in resisting on return the debt of the Gleggs. His sense of pride was really overwhelming him that he would not really try to find a solution out of that problem. It was just a feeling of hatred towards Wakem which he carries to his son. I agree with you that we have to blame Mr. Tulliver for that and we can add this to the characterization of Mr. Tulliver. He is to be blamed but we know how much Maggie values the image of her father and we will see her reaction. She does not like anyone to blame him. But we do as readers say that he is to be blamed for the downfall for the whole family. 
So, these are two different things.  Mrs. Tulliver is doting her belongings more than her husband and the second thing whether we all do share feeling that Mrs. Tulliver has by pointing a finger of accusation towards her husband. 

Remember that we have seen Mrs. Tulliver in Book I and Book II as a pretty woman. But she does not have any intellectual indications. One of the critics describes her as sheep-like the one who follows the crowd. So, she has no point of view of her own. He is really not depicted to have a character. She does not appreciate the cleverness of her daughter. She feels all the time that she feels sorry that her daughter is cleverer than her son and that her daughter has plain appearance and she that says that in front of her daughter. 
I want you to read about Mrs. Tulliver’s reaction.
Mrs. Tulliver burst out crying afresh, and she sobbed with

her handkerchief at her eyes a few moments, but then removing

it, she said in a deprecating way, still half sobbing, as

if she were called upon to speak before she could command

her voice,—

“And I did say to him times and times, ‘Whativer you do,

don’t go to law,’ and what more could I do? I’ve had to sit by

while my own fortin’s been spent, and what should ha’ been

my children’s, too. You’ll have niver a penny, my boy—but it

isn’t your poor mother’s fault.”

She put out one arm toward Tom, looking up at him piteously

with her helpless, childish blue eyes. The poor lad went

to her and kissed her, and she clung to him. For the first

time Tom thought of his father with some reproach. His

natural inclination to blame, hitherto kept entirely in abeyance

toward his father by the predisposition to think him

always right, simply on the ground that he was Tom Tulliver’s

father, was turned into this new channel by his mother’s

plaints; and with his indignation against Wakem there began

to mingle some indignation of another sort. Perhaps his

father might have helped bringing them all down in the

world, and making people talk of them with contempt, but

no one should talk long of Tom Tulliver with contempt.
The natural strength and firmness of his nature was beginning

to assert itself, urged by the double stimulus of resentment

against his aunts, and the sense that he must behave

like a man and take care of his mother.

“Don’t fret, mother,” he said tenderly. “I shall soon be able

to get money; I’ll get a situation of some sort.”

“Bless you, my boy!” said Mrs. Tulliver, a little soothed.

Then, looking round sadly, “But I shouldn’t ha’ minded so

much if we could ha’ kept the things wi’ my name on ‘em.”
Read it at home and also read the following paragraph which starts with ‘Maggie had witnessed this scene with gathering anger’. 
This is the situation when Maggie heard her mother blaming her father for the situation they were in. she was angry. 

Poor Maggie was by no means

made up of unalloyed devotedness, but put forth large claims

for herself where she loved strongly. She burst out at last in

an agitated, almost violent tone: “Mother, how can you talk so

So, she blames her mother and if you continue reading the paragraph, you will see her reaction to that.

In chapter three, we will see again Mrs. Tulliver and her china and she tries to press the family to buy her things to keep them in the family. 
End of chapter five:  we mentioned the situation when Maggie offered to help Tom with calculations. Maggie said I can teach you how to do calculations. How did Tom react to that? (again the relationship between Tom and Maggie). How did he react to Maggie’s offer to help him and to teach him? Remember that he is the boy, the man of the family. 

 “But it’s always the same, Maggie,” said Tom, with the

little frown he put on when he was about to be justifiably

severe. “You’re always setting yourself up above me and every

one else, and I’ve wanted to tell you about it several times.

You ought not to have spoken as you did to my uncles and

aunts; you should leave it to me to take care of my mother

and you, and not put yourself forward. You think you know

better than any one, but you’re almost always wrong. I can

judge much better than you can.”

Poor Tom! he had just come from being lectured and made

to feel his inferiority; the reaction of his strong, self-asserting

nature must take place somehow; and here was a case in which
he could justly show himself dominant. Maggie’s cheek

flushed and her lip quivered with conflicting resentment and

affection, and a certain awe as well as admiration of Tom’s

firmer and more effective character. She did not answer immediately;

very angry words rose to her lips, but they were

driven back again, and she said at last:

“You often think I’m conceited, Tom, when I don’t mean

what I say at all in that way. I don’t mean to put myself above

you; I know you behaved better than I did yesterday. But

you are always so harsh to me, Tom.”

With the last words the resentment was rising again.

“No, I’m not harsh,” said Tom, with severe decision. “I’m

always kind to you, and so I shall be; I shall always take care

of you. But you must mind what I say.”

Their mother came in now, and Maggie rushed away, that

her burst of tears, which she felt must come, might not happen

till she was safe upstairs. They were very bitter tears;

everybody in the world seemed so hard and unkind to

Maggie; there was no indulgence, no fondness, such as she

imagined when she fashioned the world afresh in her own

thoughts. In books there were people who were always agreeable

or tender, and delighted to do things that made one

happy, and who did not show their kindness by finding fault.

The world outside the books was not a happy one, Maggie

felt; it seemed to be a world where people behaved the best

to those they did not pretend to love, and that did not belong

to them. And if life had no love in it, what else was

there for Maggie? Nothing but poverty and the companionship

of her mother’s narrow griefs, perhaps of her father’s

heart-cutting childish dependence. There is no hopelessness

so sad as that of early youth, when the soul is made up of

wants, and has no long memories, no superadded life in the

life of others; though we who looked on think lightly of such

premature despair, as if our vision of the future lightened the

blind sufferer’s present.
We see here again the technique of conveying the feelings of Maggie and you can also know more about Maggie’s feelings and the reaction to downfall to the family. She feels now because she does not have a very good relationship with her mother and her father is bedridden. He is unconscious most of the time. He does not remember things from his past. Here is the theme of importance of the past.  If you do not remember your past, you are really losing much. This is what George Eliot is saying here. So, this is the theme of the importance and the influence of one’s past on his presence. And again she comments on love. This is the situation they are in, this is the poverty they have faced but at least they should stick to loving each other. And this adds something to the characterizations of the protagonist how much she values emotions, how much she values love and how much she is in need of love from her family.
A student: also it shows how she is affected by the world of books she read and how she sees that the world is completely different from the world of books.
The doctor:

Maybe she got this romanticism from the books she has read and maybe she is that type of the person who values emotions a lot. 

Now that the last paragraph in this chapter is very important and I want you to read it again at home and I want you to tell me after reading it now what is George Eliot giving us here? I am not talking here about the surface meaning or the plot or the action. I am talking about what the writer is doing here; what information she is giving us.
Maggie, in her brown frock, with her eyes reddened and

her heavy hair pushed back, looking from the bed where her

father lay to the dull walls of this sad chamber which was the

centre of her world, was a creature full of eager, passionate

longings for all that was beautiful and glad; thirsty for all

knowledge; with an ear straining after dreamy music that

died away and would not come near to her; with a blind,

unconscious yearning for something that would link together

the wonderful impressions of this mysterious life, and give

her soul a sense of home in it.

No wonder, when there is this contrast between the outward

and the inward, that painful collisions come of it.
So, what is the writer giving us here?
Do not you think that she is giving us like a summary of the character of the protagonist? What type of person is she? (a creature full of eager, passionate longings for all that was beautiful and glad; thirsty for all knowledge; with an ear straining after dreamy music). But being that type of character Maggie is shows really that inside her there is some sort of contrast or collision between the outward and the inward; appearance and reality (what Maggie seems to her society and how he feels inside). 
Now as we said Mr. Tulliver is unconscious. When he regains his consciousness at the end of Book III, he feels he has to do something solving the financial problems of the family. So, what does he do? As a reaction to the downfall, Mrs. Tulliver has very unwisely done to do something to solve the problem of the family, so she went to Wakem and told him ‘do not buy the mill, let someone else buy it’, so Waken said ‘that is a good idea, why do not I buy the mill’. So, she put into his mind the idea of buying the mill. If you think about it from Mr. Tulliver’s point of view, it is very humiliating. 
Mr. Tulliever would not agree with that. But because he is thinking of the well-being of his family, he will agree to work for Wakem yet he does something that is very highly expressive out of hanger, hatred, and sense of humiliation. What does he do?
At the end of chapter 9, we have Mr. Tulliver, Mrs. Tulliver, Maggie and Tom. He asks his son,
“Write as your father, Edward Tulliver, took service under

John Wakem, the man as had helped to ruin him, because

I’d promised my wife to make her what amends I could for

her trouble, and because I wanted to die in th’ old place

where I was born and my father was born. Put that i’ the

right words—you know how—and then write, as I don’t forgive

Wakem for all that; and for all I’ll serve him honest, I

wish evil may befall him. Write that.”

He is very angry. 

There was a dead silence as Tom’s pen moved along the

paper; Mrs. Tulliver looked scared, and Maggie trembled like

a leaf.

They could sense and feel the situation and the hatred and the very great thing that Mr. Tulliver was asking his son to do to write that he will not forgive Mr. Wakem in the family bible; the sacred book, so that gives some sort of validity to what he is writing, they will never break it. Even his son and daughter, his children have to keep it because it has been made sacred by writing it in the family bible. That is why Mrs. Tulliver and Maggie felt the intensity of the situation.
“Now write—write as you’ll remember what Wakem’s done

to your father, and you’ll make him and his feel it, if ever the

day comes. And sign your name Thomas Tulliver.”

How does Maggie react?

“Oh no, father, dear father!” said Maggie, almost choked

with fear. “You shouldn’t make Tom write that.”

How does Tom react?

“Be quiet, Maggie!” said Tom. “I shall write it.”

We see how he is having the same feeling towards Wakem; the same hatred, the same sense of enmity towards Wakem and Philip. That is why he says ‘I shall write it’. This shows you something that really affects the relationship between Maggie and Philip.

Your assignment:
-Write an essay on the importance of the setting in ‘The Mill on the Floss’.
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