Prose 6
The 5th lecture:                                                                                                  د.صباح
Book IV+ Book 
Book IV

The Valley of Humiliation
The titles of the books are significant because they usually indicate to something important about this part of the novel and it is usually given in a symbolical form whether used in symbolical language or actually majors issues in the novel given in a symbolical way. 
Have we seen any humiliation in the action that has been going so far?
We are going to see the result of the financial problem of the Tullivers and the result of Mr. Tulliver agreeing to work for Wakem. How would that reflect on him? would he feel happy and satisfied/ content that he is working for his enemy? Definitely, he feels a great sense of humiliation. When we talked about the downfall, we said that it is not actually the downfall of Mr. Tulliver, but the downfall of the whole family’; the Tullivers. It is not only the humiliation of Mr. Tulliver, but the humiliation of the whole family. 
What is coming in Book IV will show us firstly, what type of humiliation it is and secondly it will show us how that new situation/ change in the social position of the Tullivers would reflect on their characters.  So, we are going to see major developments in the characters of Maggie, Tom, Mr. Tulliver and Ms. Tulliver. Ms. Tulliver changes in a positive way. 
Chapter I

A Variation of Protestantism Unknown to

Bossuet

This chapter seems to be different from other chapters. It does not really give us action. It does not help to develop the plot, but it gives us the ideas, the discussion of the ideas, some symbols, and some allusions. So, we can say that this chapter is not really put for the purpose of the development; the plot of the novel. It is has the nature of being meditative chapter in which the writer discusses some of her ideas. What are those ideas from the first look at the title? 
They are religious ideas because of the mention of the word Protestantism and the mention of the allusion to Bossuet; a man of religion. So, that indicates that this meditation is going to be over ideas related to religion; theology. I am not going to go into details of those ideas, but they are going to be a reflection of a stage that George Eliot has gone through as a young girl. Under the influence of one of her teachers, she has become very fond of religion and theology. So, we have a lot of autobiographical details given here showing how Maggie is going to impress those religious/ theological ideas and find great comfort in impressing them. And we are going to see how she is changing after impressing those ideas. She is going to change in character and this is exactly what has happened to George Eliot herself. So, we are going to see that in this book there are so many autobiographical factors. We described the novel as being the most personal of all George Eliot’s novels. She puts autobiographical details in all her novels, but ‘The Mill on the Floss’ in particular is very autobiographical, that some critics called it the most personal of her novels. 
So, we will have to investigate into these elements and here is a very good example that she is really describing the protagonist as being under the influence of readings and the ideas in theology and religion and how she has changed in character. And she is going to mention that she finds happiness as if the key to happiness has been opened to her by her introductions to those books that enlighten her on certain religious ideas; that she finds them pleasing. So, she impresses them, she starts to believe them, she starts to make them her own way of thinking. 

A student: 

The writer also shows us the kind of religion that the Tullivers and the Danes have and that religion for them is only a social respect; they do not practice religion and go to church because they only believe in, but to show up that they are religious.

The doctor:

It is part of hypocrisy; it is part of conventionality, not only the Tullivers but the whole community of St. Ogg’s especially the Dodsons. When I say the Dodsons, I mean the Tullivers, the Deans, the Mosses and the Gleggs (all the families that are in the novel). They are supposed to represent the community of St. Ogg’s. 
So, chapter one is a meditative chapter in which George Eliot tries to show us the lives of ordinary suburban/ provincial people and she also hints on some of the good aspects like their hard work, their honesty, ant at the same time their drawbacks. 

What are their drawbacks? Being conventional, being narrow-minded and even when you look at their religion, you will find that they do not really practice religion because they believe in what they are doing; they just do it as something conventional and as a habit, as everybody is doing. But when you come to see their ideas, you will see that they do not really impress religion in the way that they are expected to do. 
I want to say that the writer mentions two European rivers The Rhone and the Rhine. Symbolism of river and water is really very important. She brings in names of other rivers from real life as if she is trying to connect the symbolism of the river in the novel with life; with reality.
P274:
(The Dodsons were a very proud race, and their pride lay in the utter frustration of all desire to tax them with being poor; rather, the family badge was to be honest and rich, and not only rich, but richer than was supposed.)
She is discussing here the beliefs of the Dodsons showing how the Tullivers take after the Dodsons in some aspects and how they differ from the Dadsons in another aspects. So, how do the Tullivers differ? 
(The same sort of traditional belief ran in the Tulliver veins, but it was carried in richer blood, having elements of generous imprudence, warm affection, and hot-tempered rashness. Mr. Tulliver’s that family.)
She is showing how the Tullivers take after the Dodsons being part of the family and part of the community of St. Ogg’s;  provincial people. And it seems that the Tullievers have added quality of having richer blood. It seems that one of the ancestors was famous, not famous being a celebrity but he had so many skills like he rode horses and he did things like that. 

 On the other hand, nobody had ever heard of a Dodson who had ruined himself; it was not the way of that family.
What hint do we have here? 

As if the writer here is hinting that if really Mr. Tulliver is going to ruin himself, it is going to be something new in the family because nobody had ruined himself before.

Chapter II

The Torn Nest Is Pierced by the Thorns

Again it is a symbolical language. We have an image if a nest. The house of the family is like a nest. It is pierced by the thorns of troubles, specially the financial troubles that they come across and that they affect their social position and their psychological state. 
We are going to see here the change that overcomes the Tullivers one by one. Let us start with our protagonist. 

Maggie:  What happens to Maggie now after living the situation of humility, and of being in debt; in being in financial trouble? They need money to live but they do not have money. They are now the center of criticism of the whole Dodsons who do not help them really but keep criticizing the situation. So, how does that affect each member of the Tullivers family? 
Maggie was strangely old for her years

Maggie is growing up though she is still young. She is still 13 years old, but because as we said sometimes when people pass through calamities, they are forced to grow up. So, they lose their childhood; innocence, and sense of childishness, and they become very mature out of trying to take part in the responsibilities of the family. So, this is what happened to both Maggie and Tom. 
(Maggie was strangely old for her years in everything except in her entire want of that prudence and self went to and fro every morning and evening, and became more and more silent in the short intervals at home)
So, what has happened to Maggie and Tom? What is the change that is observed in their characters and in their behaviors?
Tom: feels that it is his responsibility to make money and to get the bread of the family. So, he is very little seen at home because he is outside trying to figure out ways in which he can make money and solve the problem of the debt and bring enough money for the family.
What’s about Mrs. Tulliver?
Mrs. Tulliver:

Poor Mrs. Tulliver, it seemed, would never recover her old self, her placid household activity; how could she? The objects among which her mind had moved complacently were all gone,—all the little hopes and schemes and speculations, all the pleasant little cares about her treasures which had made the world quite comprehensible to her for a quarter of a century, since she had made her first purchase of the sugar-tongs, had been suddenly snatched away from her,

How does Mrs. Tulliver feel now? Does she have any treasures? 
She has china and things with her name on them. She has lost them and now she has really changed into a very quiet person because it seems that part in a way with those treasures has really affected her. Now she is greatly affected. 
Notice how the narrator describes her, (Poor Mrs. Tulliver) and at the end of the statement, (; how could she?); how could she forget what has happened and how she could confront the situation? 
What does that show? Why did she say poor Mr. Tulliver?
The narrator is really sympathizing with Mrs. Tulliver. She has criticized her in Book III; she was very harsh towards her. Now she is sympathizing with her because with this change and when people go through a dilemma, they turn into a very quiet sad people.  

So, if you read this chapter to the end, you will see also sympathize with Mrs. Tulliver because she goes through a very major change. 

Yet amidst this helpless imbecility there was a touching trait of humble, self-devoting maternity

Did you appreciate Mrs. Tulliver as a mother before? As a mother especially towards Maggie she was very harsh. We did not like her behavior towards Maggie. Now after this calamity, she has really regained maternity; sense of motherhood. She will be acting more like a mother now. What proves that the tone is sympathetic is (a touching trait of humble, self-devoting maternity). The narrator says it was touching to see how Mrs. Tulliver has changed.  
But the constant presence of her mother’s regretful bewilderment was less painful to Maggie than that of her father’s sullen, incommunicative depression.

This sums up the state or the change that overcomes Mr. Tulliver (sullen, incommunicative depression). He is in a state of depression. 

As long as the paralysis was upon him, and it seemed as if he might always be in a childlike condition of dependence,—as long as he was still only half awakened to his trouble,—Maggie had felt the strong tide of pitying love almost as an inspiration, a new power, that would make the most difficult life easy for his sake; but now, instead of childlike dependence, there had come a taciturn, hard concentration of purpose, in strange contrast with his old vehement communicativeness and high spirit 
His state now is incommunicative; he is not communicating with anybody around him, depression; he is in a state of depression, and sullen; to be quiet in that strange and negative way (aloof). 
He also was in a state of childlike condition of dependence because of his paralysis.
Again, the writer describes Maggie’s feelings towards her father. You remember how much she was attached to her father at the beginning of the novel. Still she has great love for her father but it has really been modified. It is pitying love. So, it is love plus pity. She pities her father while loving him at the same time. 
So, we have seen the development of the four major characters in the novel including the protagonist as a result of their calamity and as a result of their humiliation. 

Chapter 2 and 3 are very important because we are introduced to one of the characters of the novel that we have met very briefly in Book I when Tom came back from school and he met  Bob Jakin; Tom’s friend. And we have seen how very boyish, very naughty, very impressive, lacking a sense of sympathy towards the creatures, disturbing the nest of birds and chasing animals. 
So, let us see how Bob Jakin has also developed. 

Chapter III

A Voice from the Past

Whose voice is that? Bob Jakin.

He has also appeared in Book III very briefly. When he heard about the calamity of the Tullivers, he tried to help by giving them some money. He had very little money and he wanted to get all his money to the Tullivers to help them which is very heroic and very touching. Out of sense of pride, they will not accept that. 

Now he tries to help here but in a different way. He tries to give Maggie something he knows she would like and appreciate very much which is the present of some books. Maggie appreciated Bob’s visit because it was really a chance for her to talk to someone else. She was with her father all the time and he was sullen and not communicating with her. Her mother was also not communicating with her. Tom was outside the house. The rest of the extended family was away; they did not involve themselves in the calamity of the Tullivers. So, she was really feeling very lonely. So, Bob’s visit and the discussion they have had and the present that he gave her were really a very welcome change; it brought a welcome change in her mood. Maybe it was temporary because when he left, she started to feel lonely again, but at least he gave her that gift that she started really to read. She is not doing anything now; she is not going to school, and she is not meeting anyone. So, she started to read and she found in those books a key to her happiness. 

 and it was by being brought within the long lingering vibrations of such a voice that Maggie, with her girl’s face and unnoted sorrows, found an effort and a hope that helped her through years of loneliness, making out a faith for herself without the aid of established authorities and appointed guides; for they were not at hand, and her need was pressing. From what you know of her, you will not be surprised that she threw some exaggeration and wilfulness, some pride and impetuosity, even into her self-renunciation; her own life was still a drama for her, in which she demanded of herself that her part should be played with intensity. And so it came to pass that she often lost the spirit of humility by being excessive in the outward act; she often strove after too high a flight, and came down with her poor little half-fledged wings dabbled in the mud.
This part describes the change in Maggie’s character after reading the books that were presented to her by Bob Jakin. 

How does Maggie change after reading the books?

Now she can get out of that state of the sense of loneliness as a result of what is happening to the family. As a child, she was not appreciated by her family and by her society. So, she had a sense of loneliness, she had a sense of other people not appreciating her. So, now she finds a way in which she can really deal with those problems and with those feelings that have been disturbing her so far. She feels okay now because she has learnt from specially the doctrines of Thomas a Kempis about the idea of self-denial; self- renunciation.  
self-denial= not to think of herself, but to put the happiness and the interest of the well-being of others before her own well-being and before her own happiness. 

We all as human being have to have some sort of sympathy, of appreciating others, of working in a community when you are making sacrifices, but I do not think in our culture (tradition, religion) we are supposed really to be a self-denying as the idea expressed here by Thomas a Kempis. 
(“Portrait Gallery”, ““Beauties of the Spectator”, “Rasselas”, “Economy of Human Life”, “Gregory’s Letters”, “Christian Year”) = these are the books that she read. 

Thomas a Kempis : he is a German religious writer. He belongs to the Middle Ages; 14th and 15th century. He was propagating this idea about self-denial.  
This is an autobiographical factor because George Eliot herself as a child was really influenced by one of her teachers who was keen on teaching her those similar religious books; the similar ideas of theologians who advocated self-denial.
She is really here putting some part of her own experiences in life of her own development. 
Maggie drew a long breath and pushed her heavy hair back, as if to see a sudden vision more clearly. Here, then, was a secret of life that would enable her to renounce all other secrets; here was a sublime height to be reached without the help of outward things; here was insight, and strength, and conquest, to be won by means entirely within her own soul, where a supreme Teacher was waiting to be heard.

You can see here that as if Maggie is going through an intellectual development. She is trying to look into things to think deeply about them, trying to find her way and it seems that she was really on the right track to find what she wants to be, what type of ideas/ concepts she wants to impress. She finds a secret of life that would enable her to renounce all other secrets. So, she likes this idea and it is going to be her major idea; it will be the dominating idea in her belief system and in her thought system. So, she continued to read on and on. 
Maggie was still panting for happiness, and was in ecstasy because she had found the key to it. She knew nothing of doctrines and systems, of mysticism or quietism; but this voice out of the far-off middle ages was the direct communication of a human soul’s belief and experience, and came to Maggie as an unquestioned message.

She is mentioning here a voice from the middle ages. It is the voice of Thomas à Kempis. So, it is the influence of his books and his doctrines. 
What type of religious concepts is she now impressing? 

She says no mysticism, no quietism, no doctrines and no systems. She was not really concerned with these things. She was not trying to impress all religion as it is, but she was really focusing specially on this concept of self-denial. So, this is what is going to be very pleasing and she thought this is going to be her key or her road to happiness as she says here. And it was an ecstasy because she had found the key to happiness by denying herself, by not really feeling that she has to be loved by everybody as she used to feel as a child, and by not looking for the emotions of others and the appreciation of others, but focusing on others and on how to please others, not how others would please herself. This is self-denying. 
A student: when Maggie feels that she is achieving happiness by self-denial, this assures the idea in “Rasselas” that is mentioned here among the books she read that happiness is elusive and no-one can reach happiness.  

The doctor: exactly, and that is one of the purpose of those allusions (literary allusions, historical allusions, religious allusions,……). There must be something in that book similar to the novel. It is really nice in literature to have those allusions. They have a function and they make the work deeper. 
Hanging diligently over her sewing

Now Maggie tries to help her family by sewing. How does Tom react to that? Does he appreciate that Maggie is trying to help the family and bring money to the family? No, he does not. 

Her mother felt the change in her with a sort of puzzled wonder that Maggie should be “growing up so good”;

You remember that she was not really satisfied with her daughter. She thought that it is like a curse having Maggie. 

 it was amazing that this once “contrairy” child was become so submissive, so backward to assert her own will. Maggie used to look up from her work and find her mother’s eyes fixed upon her; they were watching and waiting for the large young glance, as if her elder frame got some needful warmth from it. The mother was getting fond of her tall, brown girl,—the only bit of furniture now on which she could bestow her anxiety and pride;

So, Maggie is changing in character; in intellect, and in appearance. Now everybody is admiring Maggie though as a child she was considered plain. She was not considered to be having good looks because she was dark and she had dark hair. Now she becomes submissive and she has become beautiful in appearance. She is tall and dark. Does her father agree to that? Yes, he says,
“I knew well enough what she’d be, before now,—it’s nothing new to me. But it’s a pity she isn’t made o’ commoner stuff; she’ll be thrown away, I doubt,—there’ll be nobody to marry her as is fit for her.”

Now she is changing and everybody is happy with the new Maggie, but still her father sees that she is not made of common stuff. She is different in intellect, in her aspirations, in her attitudes towards life, in her attitude towards being a woman in Victorian society. And that is really something that her society would not accept and that is why it would be difficult to find a husband who would appreciate Maggie’s difference.  You remember the theme of the individual versus society. So, Maggie’s society does not appreciate her difference in which she changes and develops as a young woman. She is going to be 17 in Book V. She is going to develop into a young woman; she is no longer girl, yet her father sees that still even if she is submissive and even if she is attractive in appearance, she still different; she is not made of common stuff. And that is why he knows that she is not going to be totally accepted by her society especially about her marriage, finding a man who would appreciate her difference and her sense of individuality and her intellectuality. 
Book V

Wheat and Tares

Chapter I

In the Red Deeps

Tares are the weeds that grown between the wheat. And if you know something about agriculture, you will know that weeds are really very harmful and they are very annoying to farmers because they have to be taken out all the time. So, wheat is a good thing and tares or weeds are not really desirable. Symbolically, what does that indicate? In this book, we are going to see something very good, but at the same time we are also going to see something very bad.
 What is the symbolical significance of that? 
The Tullivers manage to repay their debts through Tom’s business with Bob Jakin. They succeed and they make enough money to repay their debt. So, this is the wheat is this chapter. 
What the bad thing happened to them? Mr. Tulliver dies. After repaying their debt, he feels so victorious over Wakem. When they face each other, he attacks him. And because he has been physically not well, that influences him both; psychologically and physically and he dies. So, his death is as a result of his sense of victory over Wakem by being able to repay his debt.

The important thing that we are going to discuss in this chapter is the developing relation between Philip Wakem and Maggie.

Philip was Tom’s schoolmate. Tom did not love him, but there was some friendship growing between Maggie and Philip and then that did not really continue because they did not see each other. Now Philip comes with his father and he visits the Tullivers. Maggie tries to avoid seeing him because she does not want to upset her father and she knows in what the state is her father right now. 
We have to stop here and think and analyze the situation. Maggie knows that both her father and her brother do not agree to her meeting Philip. So, she does not want to upset her father and her brother, but at the same time Philip tries to convince her that there is no harm that we meet secretly in the Red Deeps in the forest. So, it has this moral sense that Maggie felt that it was really wrong to meet Philip, but Philip convinced her of meeting him. They continued to meet for a whole year and their relationship now takes the form of not really friendship but love from Philip’s side. Philip confesses to Maggie that he is really in love with her. How does Maggie respond to that?  She does not love him the way he loves her. She wants to keep him as a friend, but she does not have the same feelings. Here we come to self-denial. Here we come to how she was really manipulated. Philip tells her, she would make him happy if she agrees to see him. And she had to comply to that in order to make Philip happy. This is an example of self- denial.
We have to have in mind also he tries to convince her that he is going to be her way to learning about the world, learning about music, art, painting and doing the things she likes to do. So, she likes that part and she let herself agree to see him. 

Why do we see Maggie self-denial and on the other side Philip’s self-concern?

He is selfish because he only thinks of himself and he does not think of the well-being of Maggie. We know that Maggie is not allowed to see him and it will upset her father and her brother and we can see that when Tom knows that Maggie is meeting Philip and the reaction he has towards that. He brings her home and he tells her not to do that. And he makes her swear not to do that.
Chapter II

Aunt Glegg Learns the Breadth of Bob’s

Thumb

In chapter two, we see how Bob and Tom succeed in making money and at the same time the writer seems to be showing us that by giving us an example of Bob Jakin whom she describes as being notable about the ways of life, but at the same time she shows us that his sense of morality is not a perfect one because sometimes he makes money through cheating people. So, he is dishonest and he does not feel that he has to hide that. As if George Eliot tries to make us look at/ consider/ think about the different moralities in life. It is not like strict good and bad or black and white morality. She is doing that  because she is preparing us for what Maggie is going to do later on in Book VI and VII when she elopes with Stephen and that would be really something that seems against the morality of St. Ogg’s. So, she is preparing us for sympathizing/ understanding and having the ability to forgive her for what she does because she tries to tell us that life is not really right and wrong or black and white. This is the example of Jakin; his sense of morality.
Chapter III

The Wavering Balance

This is the chapter where Maggie’s meetings with Philip are discovered. 
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