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                                       LECTURE EIGHT
There are many details in chapter one about the setting that gives us what hardy really means and represent in Egdon heath in the novel , setting is a  very important aspect in the novel because it is personified ,presenting the history of the region , the history of generation , and the suffering of the people that lived there and we said that hardy likes to characters and their important moments in their lives, especially those who are struggling with their passion.
Victorian critics were not used to the expression of passion, that sometimes turn into sensual passion =sex .
Having depicted  characters like Eustacia , who is really following her passion , she has many relationships with Wildeve ,and later on Clym, she meant really to have a relationship with Clym she thought that Clym would be her chance to leave the heath , and this what makes us look at the protagonist in relation to setting to the heath .
We can group the characters as those who have a good relationship with the heath they enjoy the way of living in the heath and they would like to continue living in there , and the other group that feels that Egdon is really not the place for them they do not find happiness in there and they are eager throughout the novel to leave the heath .
If we talk about this second type of character defiantly the female protagonist and Wildeve are examples of these characters .
As for the first group who is living happily in the heath they are e Clym who is supposed to be the native that returned , he left the heath sometime to go to Paris and now at the beginning of the novel we see him returning back to the heath , that is why Eustacia sees him as her way out of the heath, he might take her to Paris, she dreams of that time. Thomasin Clym's cousin , Mrs. Yeobright Clym's mother , who is also looking after Thomasin, so those characters have no objection of living in the heath , they have no worries about that and they have good relationships there.
It seems that even the fate or the ending of the characters depends with their relationship with the heath. Those 2 characters who want to get out of the heath died in the heath and are buried their which means that there is no escape even their dead bodies are buried there. It is a very strong symbolic image of being stuck there for ever .
As for the other character ex. though we see Thomasin marrying Wildeve, who is really in love with Eustacia and you see him in the beginning of the novel having love affairs with  Eustacia .
There is an important symbol which is the condition of nature or the tradition of nature , we do see that we have different seasons , the novel opens in November and we have the celebration of the 5th of November it is one of the traditions of the heath we now about the people and their traditions also some of the superstitions that hardy is interested in showing, faith is related to the characters actions in the heath , which indicates that the heath might be a symbol of faith or maybe god , in the beginning of the novel many of the critics refer to the heath as a sublime thing, something holly.
Change in weather and in seasons reflects something about the heath and the suffering of it characters.
The mud of the heath is very significant because it is red like the color of blood  Diggory Venn  the one who marks the sheep as an exposure to the red ink he himself  is dyed with red from head to toe he in a way personifies the heath itself.                     
