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Semantics and Pragmatics 
 

Lecture 10 
 

 

Sentences & Utterances 

 

- An utterance is any stretch of talk, by one person, before and after which there 

is silence on the part of that person. 

- An utterance is the use of a piece of language (one or more 

word/phrase/sentence) by a particular speaker on a particular occasion. 

 

- To make the notion of utterance clearer to you, read this sentence once out loud: 

e.g. “There is a car coming.” 

 

- Now read it out loud a second time. 

The same sentence in this example was involved in the two readings. So, we 

have one sentence, but you made two different utterances of this one sentence, 

i.e. two unique physical events took place. 

ٚالأٌفبظ اٌجًّ  

 

 جبٔت ِٓ صّذ ٚثؼذ لجً ٚادذ، شخص خلاي ِٓ اٌىلاَ، ِٓ اِزذاد أٞ ٘ٛ  الاٌفبظ إْ- 

.اٌشخص ٘زا  

 لجً ِٓ( اٌجٍّخ / ػجبسح / وٍّخ أوثش أٚ ٚادذ )اٌٍغخ ِٓ جزء اسزخذاَ ٘ٛ إٌطك إْ- 

.خبصخ ِٕبسجخ فٟ خبصخ اٌّزىٍُ  

 ثصٛد ٚادذح ِشح اٌجٍّخ ٘زٖ الشأ ٌه، ثبٌٕسجخ ٚظٛدب أوثش اٌىلاَ ِفَٙٛ رصجخ ٌىٟ- 

:ػبي  

".لبدِخ س١بسح ٕ٘بن "اٌّثبي سج١ً ػٍٝ  

.ثب١ٔخ ِشح ٚا٢ْ ػبي ثصٛد لشاءح-   
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 اٌّبد٠خ دذث١ٓ أٞ اسزغشق. اٌمشاءر١ٓ فٟ شبسوذ اٌّثبي ٘زا فٟ ٔفسٙب اٌجٍّخ فٟ

 ، اٌجٍّخ ٘زٖ ِٓ ِخزٍفخ  إٌطك اث١ٕٓ جؼٍذ ٌٚىٕه ٚادذح، جٍّخ ٌذ٠ٕب ، ٔٛػٙب ِٓ فش٠ذح

. 

.ٚلؼذ ٔٛػٙب ِٓ فش٠ذح اٌّبد٠خ دذث١ٓ ثٕسجخ أٞ  

 

- A sentence is neither a physical event nor a physical object. It is an abstract 

string of words put together by the grammatical rules of a language. 

 

- A sentence, then, exists abstractly in the mind of language speakers before they 

say it or write it.  

 

- A sentence can be thought of as the ideal string of words behind various 

realizations in utterances and inscriptions. 

 

- To make the difference between sentences and utterances clearer consider the 

following situation. Ahmed and Ali both greet each other one morning with: „How 

are you today?‟ 

 

- In this example, Ahmed made one utterance, and Ali made another utterance. As 

a result, we have two utterances. 

On the other hand, there is only one sentence involved in the situation above. 

 -A  اٌّجشدح اٌىٍّبد ِٓ سٍسٍخ ػٓ ػجبسح أٙب. ِبدٞ وبئٓ ٚلا ِبدٞ دذثب ١ٌسذ اٌجٍّخ 

.ٌٍغخ إٌذ٠ٛخ اٌمٛاػذ ثص١بغزٙب لبِذ  

 

 -A   .وزبثزٙب أٚ  لٌٛٙب أْ لجً ثبٌٍغخ اٌّزذذث١ٓ ِٓ اٌّجشد اٌؼمً فٟ ِٛجٛد إرْ، اٌجٍّخ، 

 

 -A  ٚ الأٌفبظ فٟ الإدسان ِخزٍف ٚساء اٌىٍّبد ِٓ ِثب١ٌٗ وسٍسٍخ اػزجبس ٠ّىٓ  اٌجٍّٗ 

.اٌىزبثبد  
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 ٚػٍٟ أدّذ. اٌزب١ٌخ اٌذبٌخ فٟ إٌظش ٚظٛدب أوثش  ٚإٌطك اٌجًّ ث١ٓ اٌفشق ٌٚجؼً- 

"ا١ٌَٛ؟ دبٌه و١ف: "ِغ الأ٠بَ أدذ صجبح فٟ اٌجؼط ثؼعُٙ رذ١خ  ولاّ٘ب  

 

 ٌذ٠ٕب ٌزٌه، ٚٔز١جخ. آخش لذِٕطك ػٍٟ ٚ ، إٌطك ِٓ ٚادذح أدّذ اٌّثبلأدٌٝ ٘زا فٟ- 

.إٌطك اث١ٕٓ  

.أػلاٖ اٌّزوٛسح اٌذبٌخ فٟ شبسوذ ٚادذح جٍّخ سٜٛ ٠ٛجذ لا أخشٜ، ٔبد١خ ِٓ  

Constatives 

 

- A constative utterance is an utterance with which the speaker describes 

something which may be true or false. 

E.g. “I‟m trying to get this box open with a screwdriver.” 

 

- This utterance expresses and describes something which we may judge as being 

true or false. 

However, utterances can do more than simply describe something. 

Constatives 

 

 -A constative إٌطك   أٚ صذ١ذخ رىْٛ لذ ٚاٌزٟ ش١ئب اٌّزىٍُ ٠صف اٌزٟ ٔطك ٘ٛ 

.خبغئخ  

."اٌّفه ِغ ِفزٛح صٕذٚق ٘زا  جؼً أدبٚي أٔب "اٌّثبي سج١ً ػٍٝ  

 

.خطأ أٚ صٛاة ثأٔٗ  ٔذىُ لذ ٚٔذٓ ش١ئب ٠ٚصف ػٓ ٠ؼجش ٔطك ٘زا-   

.ِب شٟء ٚصف ِجشد ِٓ أوثش ٠فؼً أْ إٌطك ٠ّىٓ رٌه، ِٚغ  

Performatives 

 

- A performative utterance is an utterance that does not report or “constate” 

anything and is not “true or false”. In this type of utterances, the uttering of the 

sentence is part of an action. 

E.g. I name this ship Discovery. 

-  
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- By uttering this sentences, the speaker actually names the ship. He is not making 

any kind of statement that can be regarded as true or false. 

 

- A performative verb is one which, when used in a positive simple present 

tense sentence with a 1st person singular subject, can make the utterance of 

that sentence performative. 

 الأدائٟ

 -A constate "أٚ ٠مشس لا اٌزٞ إٌطك ٘ٛ الأدائٟ إٌطك  ". خبغئخ أٚ صذ١ذخ "١ٌٚس شٟء أٞ" 

.اٌؼًّ ِٓ جزء ٘ٛ اٌجٍّخ  ٘زٖ ٚٔطك إٌطك، ِٓ إٌٛع ٘زا فٟ  

I اٌّثبي سج١ً ػٍٝ   .الاوزشبف  اٌسف١ٕٗ ٘زٖ  س١ّذ أب 

 رصش٠خ ِٓ ٔٛع أٞ رمذَ ٌُ ٚ٘ٛ. اٌسف١ٕخ ٠سّٟ فؼلا اٌّزىٍُ اٌجًّ ٘زٖ ٔطك ثٛاسطخ

.خبغئخ أٚ صذ١ذخ رؼزجش أْ ٠ّىٓ اٌزٟ  

 -A  اِغ  اٌّثجزٗ اٌجس١ػ اٌّعبسع جٍّخ فٟ رسزخذَ ػٕذِب اٌزٞ، ٘ٛ ٚادذ الأدائٟ اٌفؼً 

1  اٌفبػً st ادائٟ اٌجٍّخ   إٌطك ِٓ رجؼً أْ ٠ّىٓ اٌّفشد، شخص   

- There are a number of performative verbs including: promise, apologize, thank, 

approve, request, warn, congratulate.. etc.  

- E.g.  I thank you all for attending. 

I approve this message.  

- Although most performative utterances have 1st person singular subjects, there 

are exceptions. The following are some examples of these exceptions. 

 

E.g. 1. “You are forbidden to leave this room.” 

E.g. 2. “All passengers on flight number forty-seven are requested to proceed to 

gate ten.” 

E.g. 3. “We thank you for the compliment you have paid us.” 

 

- Performatives can be either explicit or implicit. 

- An explicit performative contains a performative verb naming the act.  

E.g. I order you to go. 
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- An implicit performative does not contain a performative verb naming the act.  

E.g. Go. 

 

- In the two examples above, we can achieve the same purpose (giving an order) 

with “Go” as we did with “I order you to go.”  

 رٕٙئخ رذز٠ش، غٍت، ٚاٌّٛافمخ، ٚشىشا، الاػززاس، اٌٛػذ،: ِٕٙب الأدائٟ الأفؼبي ِٓ ػذد ٕ٘بن- 

إٌخ..   

.اٌذعٛس ػٍٝ ج١ّؼب ٌىُ أشىش اٌّثبي سج١ً ػٍٝ-   

I .اٌشسبٌخ ٘زٖ ػٍٝ اٌّٛافمخ   

. اسزثٕبءاد ٕ٘بن اٌّفشد، 1 اٌفبػً اٌشخص ٠ىْٛ الأدائٟ اٌىلاَ ِؼظُ أْ ِٓ اٌشغُ ػٍٝ- 

.الاسزثٕبءاد ٘زٖ ػٍٝ الأِثٍخ ثؼط ٠ٍٟ ٚف١ّب  

."اٌغشفخ ٘زٖ ٌّغبدسح ِّٕٛػخ أٔذ. "1 اٌّثبي سج١ً ػٍٝ  

 ثٛاثخ إٌٝ ٌلأزمبي 47 سلُ اٌشدٍخ ػٍٝ اٌشوبة ج١ّغ ِٓ ٠ٚطٍت. "2 اٌّثبي سج١ً ػٍٝ

."ػششح  

."ٌٕب دفؼذ لذ وٕذ الإغشاء ٘زا ػٍٝ ٔشىشوُ. "3 اٌّثبي سج١ً ػٍٝ  

.ظّٕٟ أٚ صش٠خ إِب رىْٛ أْ ٠ّىٓ الأدائٟ-   

.اٌفؼً  ٠سّٝ الأدائٟ اٌفؼً ػٍٝ ٠ذزٛٞ اٌصش٠خ الأدائٟ إْ-   

.رز٘ت أْ ِٕه أغٍت اٌّثبي سج١ً ػٍٝ  

.اٌفؼً رس١ّخ الأدائٟ اٌفؼً ػٍٝ ٠ذزٛٞ لا اٌعّٕٟ الأدائٟ إْ-   

  .ار٘ت اٌّثبي سج١ً ػٍٝ

 أغٍت "ِغ فؼٍٕب وّب" ار٘ت "ِغ( أِش إػطبء )اٌغشض ٔفس رذم١ك ٠ّىٕٕب أػلاٖ، اٌّثب١ٌٓ فٟ- 

."رز٘ت أْ ِٕه  

 

- Consider the following two examples: 

1- “There is a car coming.” 

2-  “I shall be there.” 

These examples can either be constative utterances, or implicit performatives. 
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Example 1 is an implicit performative if it is used as a warning, and so is  

Example 2 if it is used as a promise. Both examples can also constatives if 

they are simply used to describe something. 

Constatives Vs. Performatives 

 

- The difference between performatives and constatives is that a performative 

utterance performs some act and simultaneously describes that act.  On the 

other hand, a constative utterance does NOT perform the act. 

:ِثب١ٌٓ اٌزب١ٌخ اٌذبٌخ إٌٝ فٍٕٕظش-   

".لبدِخ س١بسح ٕ٘بن - "1  

".ٕ٘بن سأوْٛ - "2  

constative اٌىلاَ إِب الأِثٍخ ٘زٖ رىْٛ أْ ٠ّىٓ .ظ١ّٕخ الأدائٟ أٚ ،  

  ٚٔذٖٛ رذز٠ش، ثّثبثخ اسزخذاِٗ رُ إرا اٌعّٕٟ الأدائٟ ٘ٛ 1 ِثبي

constative الأِثٍخ ِٓ ٌىً ٠ّٚىٓ. ٚػذ وّب اسزخذاِٗ رُ إرا 2 ِثبي  اسزخذاَ رُ إرا أ٠عب 

.ِب شٟء ٌٛصف أُٔٙ ِجشد  

Constatives VS. Performatives 

performatives ث١ٓ اٌفشق-   ٚ constatives  ٘زا ٠ٚصف اٌفؼً ثؼط ٠ؤدٞ الأدائٟ اٌىلاَ أْ ٘ٛ 

constative ٚاٌىلاَ أخشٜ، ٔبد١خ ِٓ. ٚادذ ٚلذ فٟ اٌؼًّ .اٌفؼً رٕف١ز ٠زُ لا   

 

- Compare the following two examples: 

“I promise to repay you tomorrow.” 

“John promised to repay me tomorrow.” 

 

- „I promise to repay you tomorrow‟ is a performative because in saying it, the 

speaker actually does what the utterance describes, i.e. he promises to repay the 

hearer the next day. That is, the utterance both describes and is a promise.  

 

- By contrast, the utterance „John promised to repay me tomorrow‟, although it 

describes a promise, is not itself a promise. So this utterance does not 
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simultaneously do what it describes, and is therefore a constative, not a 

performative. 

ِثب١ٌٓ ٠ٍٟ ِب لبسْ : 

" غذا ٌزسذ٠ذ ٌىُ ارؼٙذ ." 

" غذا ٌٟ ٌزسذ٠ذ جْٛ ٚػذ ." 

 

- '  اٌىلاَ، ٠صف ِب فؼ١ٍب اٌّزىٍُ فئْ رٌه، لٌٛٗ لأٔٙفٟ الأدائٟ ٘ٛ اٌغذ ٌسذاد ٌىُ ارؼٙذ

٠ؼذ ٚ ٠صف سٛاء دذ ػٍٝ ٌٍٕطك ٘ٛ، ٚ٘زا. اٌزبٌٟ ا١ٌَٛ فٟ اٌسبِغ ٠ؼذرسذ٠ذ أٗ أٞ . 

 

 اٌٛػذ، ٠صف أٔٗ ِٓ اٌشغُ ػٍٝ ، "غذا ٌٟ ٌسذاد ػذد جْٛ 'إٌطك فئْ اٌّمبثً، ٚفٟ -

ٚثبٌزبٌٟ رصفٗ، ِب رفؼً لا ٚادذ ٚلذ فٟ إٌطك ٘زا ٌزٌه. ٚػذا ٔفسٙب ٟ٘ رىٓ ٌُ  

constative الأدائٟ ١ٌٚس ، . 

 

Speech Acts 

 

- Words and sentences when uttered are used to do things, to carry out socially 

significant acts, in addition to merely describing aspects of the world. The notion 

of a performative clearly illustrates this point. 

 

- Thus, we can argue that part of the meaning of an utterance is what that 

utterance does. In our next lecture, we will talk in more details about the 

different characteristics of speech acts. 

 اجزّبػ١ب، ٘بِخ ثأػّبي ٌٍم١بَ أش١بء، رفؼً أْ رٍفع رسزخذَ ػٕذِب ٚاٌجًّ اٌىٍّبد- 

  .إٌمطخ ٘زٖ ٠ٛظخ الأدائٟ ِفَٙٛ إْ. اٌؼبٌُ ِٓ جٛأت  ٚصف ِجشد اٌٝ ثبلإظبفخ

 

 اٌمبدَ، ِذبظشح فٟ. إٌطك ٠مَٛ ِب أْ إٌطك ِؼٕٝ ِٓ جزءا ثأْ اٌمٛي ٠ّىٕٕب ٚ٘ىزا،- 

.اٌىلاَ أػّبي ِٓ ِخزٍفخ خصبئص دٛي اٌزفبص١ً ِٓ ِز٠ذ فٟ ٔزذذس ٚسٛف  

 

 

 



 
8 Ŋoŋee  -  ѕυℓтαη 

 

Semantics and Pragmatics 
Instructor: Abdulrahman A. Alsayed 

Prepared by: Abu Bakr 

Lecture 10 

1. An utterance is any stretch of…………….., by one person, before 
and after which there is silence on the part of that person. 

a. Writing 

b. Dialog 

c. Talk 

d. All false 

 

2. An utterance is the use of a piece of language by a particular 
speaker on a particular occasion. This piece of language could 
be: 

a. A word 

b. A sentence 

c. A phrase 

d. All possible 

 

3. It is an abstract string of words put together by the grammatical 
rules of a language. This definition refers to: 

a. A sentence 

b. A phrase 

c. An utterance 

d. All true 

 

4. A sentence  exists abstractly in the mind of language speakers 
…………..they say it or write it.  
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a. At the time 

b. Before 

c. After 

d. Shortly after 
 

5. When there is a situation where only one sentence involved, 

there is: 

a. Only one utterance 

b. No utterance at all 

c. Could be more than one utterance 

d. All false 

 

6. One of the types of utterances is the constative utterance with 
which the speaker describes something which……… 

a. Must be true 

b. Must be false 

c. May be true or false. 

d. May be only false 

 

7. One of the types of utterances is the performative utterance. In 
this type of utterances, the uttering of the sentence is: 

a. Part of an action. 

b. Judged either false or true 

c. Both 

d. Neither 

 

8. The utterance in “I name this ship Discovery” is: 

a. Constative 
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b. Performative 

c. Alternative 

d. All false 

 

9. The utterance in “I’m trying to get this box open with a 
screwdriver.” is: 

a. Constative 

b. Performative 

c. Alternative 

d. All false 

 

10. Generally, we can consider the utterance of a sentence  as 
(performative) when the verb is used: 

a. In a positive simple present tense sentence. 

b. With a 1st person singular subject 

c. Both 

d. Neither 

 

11. There are a number of performative verbs including:  

a. Promise 

b. Apologize 

c. Thank 

d. All true 

 

12. Performatives can be either explicit or implicit. An explicit 
performative ……………..a performative verb naming the act. 
E.g. I order you to go. 

a. Contains 
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b. Does not contain 

c. Both possible 

d. Neither 

 

13. Performatives can be either explicit or implicit. An implicit 
performative …………..contain a performative verb naming the 
act.  E.g. Go. 

a. Contains 

b. Does not contain 

c. Both possible 

d. Neither 

 

14. If we look at the example: “There is a car coming.”, we can 
say it is an implicit performative if it is used: 

a. To describe something. 

b. To make a warning 

c. Both possible 

d. Neither 

 

15. If we look at the example: “There is a car coming.”, we can 
say it is an constative if it is used: 

a. To describe something. 

b. To make a warning 

c. Both possible 

d. neither 

 

16. If we look at the example: “I shall be there.”, we can say it 
is an implicit performative if it is used: 

a. To describe something. 
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b. To make a warning 

c. To make a promise 

d. To threaten  

 

17. The difference between performatives and constatives is 
that a performative utterance performs some act and 
simultaneously describes that act.  On the other hand, a 
constative utterance …………perform the act. 

a. Sometimes 

b. All the time 

c. Does not  

d. All false 
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