juvenile literature s Children's literature <SG ol
stories, books, and poems that are enjoyed by children J<% includes

in two different ways: —su.<: Classified
1.genre or theintended - 2. age of the reader
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We can trace children's literature back to stories and songs, part of a wider
oral tradition, that adults shared with children before publishing existed
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The development of early children's literature, before printing was

invented, is difficult to trace.
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after printing became widespread, many classic "children's" tales were

originally created for adults and later adapted for a younger audience.
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Since the 1400s, a large quantity of literature, often with a moral or

religious message, has been aimed specifically at children.
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The late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries became known as the

"Golden Age of Children's Literature"
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as this period included the publication of many books acknowledged

today as classics.
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Nancy Anderson defines children's literature as

"all books written for children, excluding works such as comic books, joke
books, cartoon books, and nonfiction works that are not intended to be
read from front to back, such as dictionaries, encyclopedias, and other
reference materials".

the College of Education at the University of South Florida,

The International Companion Encyclopedia of Children's Jsx (Ul
Literature
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notes that "the boundaries of genre... are not fixed but blurred".
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J.K. Rowling's Harry Potter series was written and marketed for
children, but it is also popular among adults.
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the widespread association of children's literature with picture books,

spoken narratives existed before printing,
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the root of many children's tales go back to ancient storytellers Seth
Lerer
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Genres may be determined by technigue, tone, content, or length.
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According to Anderson, there are six categories of children's literature

1\\ Picture books, including concept books that teach the alphabet or
counting

for example, pattern books, and wordless books.

2\\ Traditional literature, including folktales 4x=i C\Ss which convey

the legends kL), customs, superstitions <Ul A and beliefs of people in
previous civilizations.
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This genre can be further broken into subgenres:

myths, fables, legends, and fairy tales

3\\ Fiction, including fantasy, realistic fiction, and historical fiction

4\\ Non-fiction

5\\ Biography and autobiography

6\\ Poetry and verse.
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Books for younger children tend to be written in simple language, use

large print, and have many illustrations.
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Books for older children use increasingly complex language, normal

print, and fewer (if any) illustrations.
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* Picture books, appropriate for pre-readers or children ages 0-5.

* Early reader books, appropriate for children ages 5—-7. These
books are often designed to help a child build his or her reading
skills.

* Chapter book, appropriate for children ages 7-12.

— Short chapter books, appropriate for children ages 7-9.
— Longer chapter books, appropriate for children ages 9-12.

* Young-adult fiction, appropriate for children ages 12—-18.
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A papyrus from Byzantine Egypt, shows illustrations accompanied by the
story of Hercules' labors.
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- Modern children's books are illustrated in a way that is rarely seen in

adult literature, except in graphic novels.

- artwork plays a greater role in books intended for younger readers

(especially pre-literate children).
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According to Joyce Whalley in The International Companion Encyclopedia

of Children’s Literature

"an illustrated book differs from a book with illustrations in that a good
illustrated book is one where the pictures enhance or add depth to the
text"
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Using this definition, the first illustrated children's book is considered to
be Orbis Pictus which was published in 1658 by the Moravian author
Comenius.
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Acting as a kind of encyclopedia, Orbis Pictus had a picture on every
page, followed by the name of the object in Latin and German.

It was translated into English in 1659 and was used in homes and schools

around Europe and Great Britain for years.



- Early children's books, such as Orbis Pictus, were illustrated by

woodcut, and many times the same image was repeated in a number of
books regardless of how appropriate the illustration was for the story.
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- Newer processes, including copper and steel engraving were first used
in the 1830s.
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- One of the first uses of Chromolithography (a way of making multi-
colored prints) in a children's book was demonstrated in Struwwelpeter,
published in Germany in 1845.

English illustrator Walter Crane refined its use in children's books in the
late 1800s.

Another method of creating illustrations for children's books was
etching, used by George Cruikshank in the 1850s.

By the 1860s, top artists in the West were illustrating for children,
including Crane, Randolph Caldecott, Kate Greenaway, and John Tenniel.
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- Most pictures were still black-and-white, and many color pictures were
hand colored, often by children.
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The Essential Guide to Children's Books and Their Creators credits
Caldecott with "The concept of extending the meaning of text beyond
literal visualization"
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In India Nandalal Bose, whose paintings are considered artistic treasures,
illustrated books for children from the late 1800s into the 1900s.

After World War Il, offset lithography became more refined, and
painter-style illustrations, such as Brian Wildsmith's were common by
the 1950s.



