· Poetry was also written in those early days, Nicholas Noyes wrote Doggerel verse
· Edward Taylor and Anne Bradstreet were popular and Michael Wiggleworth was known for his best selling poem
· A journal written by John Winthrop discussed the religious foundations of the Massachusetts Bay
· Colony.
· American literature has a relatively short but colorful history
· The first widely read American author was Benjamin
· Franklin, whose witty aphorisms and sound advice written in the yearly journal Poor Richard’s Almanack helped shape ideas of what it means to be an American
· Washington Irving (The Legend of Sleepy Hollow) was the first American to gain an international literary reputation.
· Walt Whitman and Emily Dickinson broke from poetic tradition and brought a sense of individuality to the nation’s literature
· Mark Twain still captivates readers with his unique—and uniquely American—humor and insight
· Most critics hold that the history of American literature can be divided into six parts, orderly, colonial period,romanticism, realism, naturalism, modernism and post-modernism.
· American literature is the written or literary work produced in the area of the United States and its preceding colonies
· American literature :Its literary tradition begins as linked to the broader tradition of English Literature.
· Washington Irving, often considered the first writer to develop a unique American style
· Bryant wrote early romantic and nature-inspired poetry, which evolved away from
· their European origins
· Poe began writing short stories
Colonial American Literature
· was created to inform people about colonial life,religious disputes and settlement issues
· Many of the characteristics of Colonial American literature can be found in the poems, journals, letters, narratives, histories and teaching materials written by settlers, religious figures and historical icons of the period
· Colonial American literature is characterized by the narrative
· way to more awareness of social, economic and scientific issues.
· Rowland's
· story is categorized as an autobiography and a captivity narrative.
The Enlightenment
· Religion is also another characteristic of Colonial American literature and can be found mostly in Puritan writings.
· In the 18th century, the Enlightenment showed a great shift in Colonial American literature from a religious foundation to scientific reasoning applied to human nature, society, culture and political awareness
· "The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin"and the pamphlet "Common Sense" by Thomas Paine explored many of these new ideas.
Romanticism (they were a diverse group of individuals varying from different backgrounds and styles, but one thing that they had in common was that they were all individualistic minded
writers.)
· American Romanticism was just as multifaceted and individualistic as it was in Europe
· the American Romantics demonstrated a high level of moral enthusiasm
· Romanticism became popular in American politics, philosophy and art
· The Romantics rejected rationalism and religious intellect
· It appealed to those in opposition of Calvinism
· The Romantic movement gave rise to New England (Transcendentalism) which portrayed a less restrictive relationship between God and Universe.
· They also put more effort into the psychological development of their characters, and the main characters typically displayed extremes of sensitivity and excitement
· Poe, Emerson, and Hawthorne are near perfect representations for Romanticism
· Poe :( about exploring the human psyche) "The Raven" is about a sleepless narrator who is absolutely haunted by a raven. (The man asks questions about grief, but the raven will only answer "nevermore." This event would never occur in real life, which makes the poem Romantic)
· Self Reliance," Emerson espouses the ideas of Transcendentalism




American realism 1860-1890 (Realism was a movement that encompassed the entire country, or at least the Midwest and South)
· was an early 20th century idea in art, music and literature that showed through these different types of work, reflections of the time period. Whether it was a cultural portrayal, or a scenic view of downtown New York City, these images and works of literature, music and painting depicted a contemporary view of what was
happening; an attempt at defining what was real.
· the term "realism" encompasses the period of time from the Civil War to the turn of the century during which William Dean Howells, Rebecca Harding Davis, Henry James,Mark Twain, and others wrote fiction devoted to accurate representation and an exploration of American lives in various contexts
· Amy Kaplan has called realism a "strategy for imagining and managing the threats of social change" (Social Construction of American Realism ix).
· Midwestern writers considered realists would be Joseph Kirkland, E. W. Howe, and Hamlin Garland
· Miss Ravenal's Conversion from Secession to Loyalty is often considered a realist novel, too.
· American Realism began as a reaction to and a rejection of Romanticism, with its emphasis on emotion, imagination, and the individual.
· The movement was centered in fiction, particularly the novel. The realist concerns himself with the here and now
· Samuel Clemens, fiction (The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, Life on the Mississippi)
American Naturalism in Literature (The term naturalism describes a type of literature that attempts to apply scientific principles of objectivity and
detachment to its study of human beings)
· a literary movement that became popular in late-nineteenth-century America and is often associated with literary realism
· The term naturalism was initially coined by Emile Zola, the renowned French author who is also credited as a key figure in the development of French literary naturalism
· naturalism is often associated with realism,which also seeks to accurately represent human existence.
· the two movements(Realism and naturalism) are differentiated by the fact that naturalism is connected to the doctrine of biological, economic, and social determinism
· a naturalist depicts a character's actions as determined by environmental forces
· naturalism came to the forefront of popular literature during a time of tremendous cultural and
· economic upheaval in the United States.
· realism, which focuses on literary technique
· Naturalistic writers thus used a version of the scientific method to write their novels
· George Becker's famous and much-annotated and contested phrase, naturalism's philosophical framework can be simply described as "pessimistic materialistic determinism.”
· The naturalistic novel usually contains two tensions or contradictions, and . . . the two in conjunction comprise both
· an interpretation of experience and a particular aesthetic recreation of experience
· In other words, the two :constitute the theme and form of the naturalistic novel
· The first tension is that between the subject matter of the naturalistic novel and the concept of man which emerges from this subject matter
· novel primarily from the lower middle class or the lower class 
· naturalist discovers in this world those qualities of man usually ssociated with the heroic or adventurous
· A naturalistic novel is thus an extension of realism only in the sense that both modes often deal with the local and contemporary
· The second tension involves the theme of the naturalistic novel 
· The naturalist often describes his characters as though , they are conditioned and controlled by environment
Modernism	
· Marked by a strong and intentional break with tradition. This break includes a strong reaction against established religious, political, and social views
· Belief that the world is created in the act of perceiving it; that is, the world is what we say it is
· There is no such thing as absolute truth. All things are relative
· No connection with history or institutions. Their experience is that of alienation, loss, and despair
· Championship of the individual and celebration of inner strength
· Life is unordered.
· Concerned with the sub-conscious
· Known as "The Lost Generation" American writers of the 1920s Brought Modernism to the United States
· Writers like Hemingway and Fitzgerald. (Ernest Hemingway - The Sun Also Rises chronicles the meaningless lives of the Lost Generation. F. Scott Fitzgerald - The Great Gatsby shows through its protagonist, Jay Gatsby, the corruption of the American Dream.
· Modernist literature is also marked by themes of loss and exile. Modernism rejected conventional truths andfigures of authority, and modernists moved away from religion


Harlem Renaissance
· The Harlem Renaissance was a cultural movement also called Black Renaissance, New Negro Movement
· it was known as the "New Negro Movement", named aQer the 1925 anthology by Alain Locke
· Intent is a primary characteristic of all Harlem Renaissance literature
Because I Could Not Stop for Death (A Poem by Emily Dickinson) lyric - theme of death
Characters
Speaker: A woman who speaks from the grave. She says she calmly accepted death. In fact, she seemed to welcome 
death as a suitor whom she planned to "marry."
Death: Suitor who called for the narrator to escort her to eternity.
Immortality: A passenger in the carriage.
Children: Boys and girls at play in a schoolyard. They symbolize childhood as a stage of life
Meter
1...gossamer my gown: Thin wedding dress for the speaker's marriage to Death.
2...tippet: Scarf for neck or shoulders.
3...tulle: Netting.
4...house: Speaker's tomb.
5...cornice: Horizontal molding along the top of a wall.
6...Since . . . centuries: The length of time she has been in the tomb.
Paradox
Since then 'tis centuries, and yet each
Feels shorter than the day
I first surmised the horses' heads (lines 21-23)
Personification
Comparison of the sun to a person
Death is personified throughout the poem
Hope is the Thing with Feathers A Poem by Emily Dickinson (1830-1886)
· that hope is like a bird because of its free and independent spirit
· What is striking about the poem is its absolute simplicity, both in structure and in the words the poem presents.
· The closing line of the first stanza, “And never stops at all,” implies that hope is never ending
· there are two negative words, which highlight Dickinson’s message. The second stanza depicts hope’s continuous presence. “And sweetest in the gale is heard,” is ironic because hope’s most comforting song is heard during a “gale,” a horrible windstorm.
· Dickinson uses, is a bird that "perches in the soul" of everyone
Short Story
The Story of an Hour By Kate Chopin (1851-1904)
· "The Story of an Hour" is a short story centering on a young married woman of the late nineteenth century as she reacts to a report that her husband has died in a train accident (published in December 6, 1894)
· Setting : The action takes place in a single hour in an American home in the last decade of the nineteenth Century
· Observance of the Unities : French classical writers, interpreting guidelines established by Aristotle for stage dramas, formulated the unities.
· Characters:
· Mrs. Louise Mallard: Young, attractive woman who mourns the reported death of her husband but exults in the
· freedom she will enjoy in the years to come.
· Brently Mallard: Mrs. Mallard's husband.
· Josephine: Mrs. Mallard's sister.
· Richards: Friend of Brently Mallard.
· Doctors: Physicians who arrive too late to save Mrs. Mallard.
· Theme : Oppression | Repression
· Symbolism : Springtime | Patches of Blue Sky
· Revealed in half-concealing (Paragraph 2): Paradox
· Storm of grief (Paragraph 3): Metaphor
· Physical exhaustion that haunted her body (Paragraph 4): Metaphor/Personification
· protagonist’s first name, Louise.
· Why the author delayed revealing her given name is open to speculation
· Louise is the feminine form of the masculine Louis
· Character: The embodiment of a person in a drama or narrative through verbal representation or actions. It is
through their dialogs and actions that the readers or audience is able to understand the moral, intellectual and
emotional qualities of that character and thus the overall story.
· Foreshadowing is the use of hints or clues to suggest what will happen later in literature.
Foreshadowing is a tool used to give the reader or audience a hint of what may happen ahead.
· Oxymoron: A literary device in which two words that contradict each other in meaning are used together to form a
paradox.
· Oxymoron is putting two contradictory words together.
Examples:
hot ice, cold fire, wise fool, sad joy,
· Plot: The effect of the structure and relationship of the actions, events and characters in a fictional work.
· Point of View: It is a narrative method which determines the manner in which and the position from where, a story
· is told.
· Point of view is the perspective from which a story is told. We may choose to tell our story in:
· person can be powerful, third person is actually the more versatile point of view. Third person allows
you to create a much richer, more complicated universe.
The Tell-Tale Heart By Edgar Allan Poe
One day, he decided to take the life of an old man for no other reason
Setting :The story opens in an undisclosed locale, possibly a prison, when the narrator tells readers that he is not mad.
The Narrator: Deranged unnamed person who tries to convince the reader that he is sane
The Old Man: Seemingly harmless elder who has a hideous "evil eye" that unnerves the narrator.
Neighbor: Person who hears a shriek coming from the house of the narrator and the old man, then reports it to the
police.
Three Policemen: Officers who search the narrator's house after a neighbor reports hearing a shriek.
Type of Work Short story in the horror genre that focuses on the psyche of the narrator .
Themes:
Theme 1: A human being has a perverse, wicked side–another self–that can goad him into doing evil things that have no apparent motive.
Theme 2: Fear of discovery can bring about discovery
Theme 3: The evil within is worse than the evil without
Prose Beats Like a Heart : From time to time, Poe uses a succession of short sentences or word groups, creating a rhythm not unlike that of a heartbeat
Figures of Speech:
Irony I was never kinder to the old man than during the whole week before I killed him
Alliteration Hearken! and observe how healthily, how calmly, I can tell you the whole story.
The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn By Mark Twain
· is a novel that does not fit neatly into a single genre
· it does contain elements of the apprenticeship novel, or bildungsroman, because it presents the experiences of a boy as he learns important values and lessons about life
· Protagonist: Huckleberry Finn
· Antagonist: Society and Its Rules and Laws
· Jim: The escaped slave who joins Huck. He is a simple, loyal, and trusting man whose common sense helps guide Huck. In a way, he serves as a surrogate father for Huck.
· The novel begins as the narrator (later identified as Huckleberry Finn)
· The Primacy of the Moral Law ; The moral law supersedes government law. By protecting the black slave Jim
· A little child shall lead them
· The love of money is the root of all evil. It is the love of money
· The climax occurs when Tom and Huck free Jim, and Tom—who has suffered a bullet wound in the leg—tells
Huck that a provision in Miss Watson's will has freed Jim.
Structure and Style : the plot flows around bends, through darkness and fog, and into bright sunlight
· Twain learned to write this way from writers of "local color
