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The scope of applied linguistics
At iy alll 3

Class-1 Definition of AL

The questions show a relationship between linguistics and decision making in the real
world.

AL is the academic discipline that is concerned with the relation of knowledge about
language to decision making in the real world .
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Examples!

1- Language and education

a- First language education: when a child studies their home language or languages.

b- Additional-language education: (second language education and foreign language
education).

c- Clinical linguistics: the study and treatment of speech and communication
impairments.

d- Language testing: the assessment and evaluation of language achievement and

proficiency <both in first and additional languages, and for both general and specific
purposes.
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2- Language and work

a- Workplace communication: the study of how language is used in the workplace,
and how it contributes to the nature and power relations of different types of
work. (e.g .pilot-operator language/politeness).

b- Language planning: the making of decisions, often supported by legislation, about
the official status of languages and their institutional use, including their use in
education .

c- Forensic linguistics: the deployment of linguistic evidence in criminal and other
legal investigations. (e.g. plagiarism).
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3- Language, information, and effect
a- Critical discourse analysis (CDA): the study of the relationship between linguistic
choices and effects in persuasive uses of language and the counteracting of this
through analysis. (news agencies).
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b- Translation and interpretation:

the formulation of principles underlying the perceived equivalence between a
stretch of language and its translation, and the practices of translating written text

and interpreting spoken language.
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c- Lexicography :
The planning and compiling of both monolingual and bilingual dictionaries, and
other language reference works such as thesauri . )
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Other areas?
Conversation analysis
Corpus linguistics
Psycholinguistics ;
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We will look at these areas in more detail in the coming lectures.
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Linguistics & applied linguistics: a difficult relationship
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Are they the same ¢
First what is LINGUISTICS?
The academic discipline concerned with the study of language in general.
(generalities)
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-Abstract idealization vs. The way language is experienced?
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One idealization is that used in ‘generative linguistics’ introduced by Noam Chomsky.
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Competence vs Performance ?

Competence: the representation of language in the mind.
Performance: the way in which people actually use language in everyday life .
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Which one is more important according to Chomsky?
-Competence
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Chomsky also proposed that internal language is biological rather than social .
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Chomsky vs .Sociolinguistics
Sociolinguistics :the focus of this field is very much upon the relationship between
language and society.
Similar to Chomsky’s ideas about language?
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Functional linguistics: the concern is with language as a means of communication, the

purpose it fulfils, and how people actually use their language .
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-Here comes Corpus linguistics in which vast databanks containing millions of words of
actual language in use can be searched within seconds to yield extensive information
about word frequencies and combinations which is not revealed by intuition .
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Sociolinguistics, functional linguistics, corpus linguistics vs. generative linguistics

Which ones are closer to applied linguistics?

Hint: AL is the academic discipline that is concerned with the relation of knowledge

about language to decision making in the real world.
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Conclusion :linguistics and AL
AL must refer to the findings and theories of linguistics, choosing among the different
schools and approaches, and making these theories relevant to the problem in hand
(the problem being solved).

-The lectures that follow will focus on this relation between linguistic theories and
decision making in the real world.
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Lecture 4

Prescribing and describing: popular and academic views of ‘correctness’
AL links knowledge and decision making (Choosing the correct decision)
Correctness: expert views vs. everyone’s experience.

E.g. language education of children - Dialects - Don’t say that, say this!
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Children’s language at home and school

Children speak idiosyncratically (e.g. | brang it / | brought it)

-Parents and errors

-Teachers and errors (correctness / spoken-written)
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British child in an American school
- ‘I've gotten it’ vs. I've got it’
- Color vs. Colour !
Peer pressure!
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—————— (Standard vs. Dialect)
The standard: is generally used in written communication, taught in schools and codified
in dictionaries and grammar books.

Dialects are regional and social-class varieties of the language which differ from the

standard in pronunciation, grammar, and vocabulary, and are seldom written down at all.
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Should dialects be welcomed in schools¢

A heated debate )

Sl (8 Lew L ye gl () 685 o)) ana o
oAl il

Description vs. prescription
Description :Saying what does happen
Prescription :saying what ought to happen
Science & Botany: describe or prescribe?
Linguistics ? (It's | vs. It's me — two water/s...etc)
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Questions?
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