Dr. Hessa
       First Semester


Poetry (1)
Third Year
Introductory lecture
- This semester you are going to study the Romantic Period and some of its greatest poets like “Coleridge and Wordsworth”. 

- In Romanticism, there are some specific sections that we must know well. We must know Romanticism as a movement and as a philosophy and at least we must know the main points about Romanticism. 
- It is important to know some information about “The French Revolution” and its influence in changing the attitude and the modes of the ideas of the century.

-  The Romantic poets main points of interest were “nature, child, and beauty” and those conditions that were of interest to them, but we must define nature. 

- What is their attitude?? Romanticism means to deal with nature; it is not the idea of dreaming and living in a love story. Romanticism is an approach to life from different angles; from what was prevailed at that time.

**An introduction to Romanticism is now available on the website www.dewisland.com. It has a simple language and has a full coverage of the subject of Romanticism, and at the same time it gives you access to other sites related to Romanticism. The first thing to do is to download this topic or print it and read it so that it can help in this subject.
“Elegy Written in a Country Church Yard”
By Thomas Gray
** You must read this poem and relate it to the characteristics of the Augustan age.
- The Augustans: Are keen in using their words, believing in order, and following a certain poetic form.

The general characteristics of the Augustan age:
1- Heroic Couplets: it means that each two lines having the same rhyme and carrying one idea.

2- They believe in order, in the perfectness of creation, and believing in God.

3- They were Classics; they used to be the Classics.

- Those Augustans had a lot of different things than the Romantics. The first thing is that their poetry can be in a way examined, evaluated, and criticized as how far the poet is an Augustan and how far he is not, and in what sense he is not. Also, the Augustan poet’s approach was usually satire.
* Thomas Gray:

- He is an Augustan poet and he was a student of Alexander Pope and John Dryden. He wrote in the late 18th century. He is a (preparer); he is the mind of his age. 
- There are some social changes that depict the kind of life that he live. So, the poetry he used to write is telling and depicting something new coming to life. So, he was somehow a different Augustan poet who was preparing the whole literary life to something new. That is the development from the Augustan to Romanticism. So, he was a transitional poet. 
Elegy Written in a Country Church Yard
- In this poem, Gray is elegizing something. Elegy was one of the terms of Augustan because writing an elegy means that there is this kind of acceptance or submission to God’s will. Death is one of the actions, events that Man is exposed to by God. So, acceptance of death and submission to God is one of the characteristics of the Augustan because they believe in the perfectness and correctness of the universe and what God is creating is great and beautiful. Another characteristic of the Augustans is praising one of the dead persons like what Dryden did in his elegy. 
- In this poem, we don’t know who is being elegized by Thomas Gray. We are not sure. He started by elegizing the death of the day, he speaks of some set time, so here he is like Shakespeare. We used to say that Shakespeare is Romantic because he is seeing nature through his own feelings; he used to see it gloomy, and ageing (getting old) because he was moving into this stage. 

- So, the way Thomas Gray approaches nature, or his own attitude to nature opens a gate for us to think of him as not being totally Augustan writer and to find in his poetry something that is really different from the Augustan and something that is promising the coming of something really new. This closed intimate relation to nature and elegizing the death of the day. The minute detailed description even to all the natural feature around him: goats, sheep, the farmers or the shepherds leading their farms or collecting their cattle, all these tells us that he is really adapting a new approach and attitude to nature. 
- Nature is not there only to be enjoyed, not to see only the bright side of nature, but nature is around us to be a reflection of all our dreams. This poem is completely different from the way they are used to even in the death. 
- Then he moves to speak of the graveyard, the death of the trees, the death of nature, living with the clouds, describing the sky with the weather and the clouds. So, all these details and all these features of nature are being used by him to reflect his own feelings towards this dead person, to nature, or even his own gloomy atmosphere he is living in.

***Next week we will talk about William Blake.

- William Blake is known to be one of the very early Romantic writers.

The 1st lecture will be on William Blake. Who is William Blake? What about his poetry? And we will take a poem called “Holy Thursday” from “Songs of Innocence” and “Songs of Experience”. The poem “Holy Thursday” is found in both, but we will take the one that is found in “Songs of Innocence”.
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