Poetry (4)

Third year

Sick Rose, The
*************************** 

O Rose, thou art sick! 
The invisible worm
That flies in the night,
In the howling storm,

Has found out thy bed
Of crimson joy:
And his dark secret love
Does thy life destroy. 

Sick Rose- though there is a rose, it may be taken to think of beauty. It is associated with colorful life, the creative power of God, meditation in the beauty of nature, creativity of God, the well designed shape of the rose, softness, tenderness, beauty.

The common color of the rose is red= live. It indicates feminine beauty.

The rose is sick, it is a harsh experience, suffering, pain, death. This beautiful rose is losing its beauty, life due to the sickness.

It is a very short poem. It is only two stanzas, eight lines, yet it is fetched to the meaning.

This rose used to be innocent, the past is innocence, present is experience. It is passing through this experience.

This moment he is in a stat of failure to achieve higher innocence.

O rose= shows that he is lamenting. It is sick. It is too late to warn it against sickness. It is already sick.                       

The invisible worm
That flies in the night

The worm is visible. It creeps. It does not fly.

In the howling storm
The flower has a bed; the part of the flower tat carries the leaves. This bed is of Of crimson joy:
Crimson= dark red color.

This joy has a dark secret love.

He is drawing an image, a beautiful rose attacked by a worm that eats up the heart of the rose and destroys it.

The rose is tender like a lady, beautiful, easy broken. 

Why is it invisible worm?

This worm destroyed this beautiful rose. 

The worm is a creature that moves in a certain way. It is creeping, moving slowly, unnoticed. The way it destroys things by probing, it reaches the depth. It is fate, we can not avoid it, it is unseen. We are destined to a certain end.

It is flying not creeping. We can not control it; we can not change its direction. 

It is flying, roaming, it is free. 

With the invisibility of the worm, there is the idea of deception, with the presence of night. Both suggest the idea of deception. 

Why storm? 

It indicates destruction. It is the storm of our own emotions towards anything. It can not be controlled. This is the freedom that we give to our emotions.

There is this political reference to England. One of the interpretations that this rose might be England itself, which all people have destroyed. It is destroyed due to excessive emotion to achieve progress, to gain money after the materialistic life during the second half of the 18th century after the Industrial Revolution. People were ready to destroy anything in order to gain money, to spread their factories, to manipulate poor people.

There is contrast between the tender rose and the destroying storm. We have to compare between the two, we will find that this rose can not stand, can not resist by itself this power of destruction.

Crimson= refers to the color of the rose.

The real meaning behind this poem is the sexul relationship, a secret one. It may destroy the life of the female. The bed of the rose stands for the bed of the female. Crimson is a hot color, war color. It is like the heat of one's emotion being under certain feelings.

The bed is a place where a lady may have rest, security and this bed is not a place of security anymore because this worm managed to fly into this bed and destroy it.

The storm can be the storm of her own feelings and the idea of having joys.

It is a warning against indulgence in sexual relationships.

There are so many other interpretations that are closely connected to the poem.

It may be not the sexual love but the disease mentality that submit to certain feelings like some religious ideas. It is the lack of religious security.

The worm is unseen because it is unaware.

Lack of religious security, lack of certain moral ideas can be provided by religion.

Commonly, this poem is taken as being dealing with the harsh experience that the innocent rose may go rose, the experience that may destroy the innocence of the rose.

To Blake, we may say that the sick rose may carry the stage of innocence and the state of experience together. Rose is with innocence and sickness is with experience. it is the experience that sickness destroys innocence. Sickness destroys both innocence and experience.

The rose is equipped with certain moralities, it can not resist going through this harsh experience and can not reach the higher innocence.

Now it is in this harsh experience, unless it will be able to reenergize itself with certain ethical ideas, morality, religion, love for one's country, protection against the storm of our own emotions, one can not reach this higher innocence, the third stage Blake refers to.

The poem is short. Lines are very short.

The real power of the poem is the reliability to give rich meaning to very short lines, very simple language.

He is direct and indirect at the same time. The symbols he is using are very common. 

The more we read it, the more we will find new values.

Another poem having a similar title 

Write on: 

Romantic Movement

William Blake- his age- his poetry- the idea of nature in his poetry

Wordsworth poetry as the father of the Romantic Movement- Preface to the Lyrical- his is defending his new theory.

Coleridge – his imagination

Keats- the most prominent feature in his poetry is the philosophy of aesthetism- truth and beauty- his aesthetic trend.

Baryon- his relation to his age, to what extent he is Romantic- he is anti-romantic, what are the romantic features in his poetry and what are the other features.

He is different because he is the last Romantic. He connects this age to the Augustan.

He is bringing back satire to Romanticism.    

Why they are given the title of Romantic poets?

Do they have the same style, the same literary trend? 

They are falling under this umbrella title- Romantic movement- but we can group them into three different groups, three schools. 

The first school is the late poets- Wordsworth and Coleridge.

Second is the Cockney school= Keats

The third school is the Satanic school= Byron
If we are to deal with Romanticism in general, we need to concentrate on this grouping.

The idea of beauty and its relation to life is with Keats.

It is the anti-romantic revolutionary enthusiastic poet with Byron.

Read the introduction of the Handout-

The Sick Rose:

There is reference to the idea of innocence and experience.

It might be a reference to England. It suggests the idea of the presence of England in his mind.

The idea of destruction and experience can be referred to England at that time. It was going under certain destruction.

Their interest in the materialistic life was an interest that exceeded the limit.

The idea of being pushed, driven by a storm is the idea of losing one's ability to control things. it is the storm that controls you 

Some obsession that may nag on our mind and drive us to do things that may destroy our life.

It might be England. It might be our own emotions that may drive us to do things under the pressure of this storm, the storm of our own imagination, obsession, and desires. It is the idea of uncontrolled power that may destroy our life.

 The Rose stands for innocence, while sick stands for experience.

The direct theme that the poem is taken for is the male-female relationship. The worm is a symbol of the destructive, dishonest man. The rose is the lady. It is the storm of emotions that driven them to this sickness, heightened passion, without control, lack of experience and the result of the lack of experience. It weakens their strength; make them unable to resist this experience that destroys their very life. The cause of being a victim of such a destructive power is their lack of experience; the result is a destructive experience. It destroys their innocent life. 

Very early in the beginning of the Romantic Movement, towards the middle of the French Revolution, when it unfold the consequences to be depicted, anticipated. it turned to be  a civil war inside France. People like Wordsworth and others start to retreat from their complete zest for the revolution. They started to think of the bloodshed, of so many killings that happened at that time. It turned to be demolishing. Bloodshed was to be seen. He is warning, it is a message to the English people to be overwhelmed for such a zest for revolution. The idea of refusing political zest, political emotions is vivid everywhere.

There is the idea of corruption due to unhealthy relationship. Male-female relationship may lead to the destruction of one's life, because of his uncontrolled emotions.

What is the relation- how far this poem is very closely related to the collections entitled- Songs of Innocence and Experience?

The very title of the poem carries both the ideas, innocence= the rose, innocence= sickness. The poem is closely related because in the title, there is this two ideas of innocence and experience; the presence of innocence that is destroyed by experience.

It is the innocent life of the rose that is destroyed by the harsh experience of sickness.

Both states that Blake is preaching as ideas in his poetry are there. the title denotes to the title of the main collections that is Songs of Innocence and Experience. The innocent life of the rose is being destructed by the harsh experience that is sickness.

Blake is one of the early Romantics. He has an idea philosophy. He has tendency to criticize the society, to speak of hot issues in his own country. 

Holy Thursday is about two systems, education and religion. He was attacking systems, grey-headed beadles, hypocrisy in society, hypocrisy in the religious system, that system that was abusing children.

He was in direct contact with critical issues in his won country.

His poetry is very simple; it has nothing to do with the rhetoric language, the decent language of the Augustan. It is a break towards the past and a step to the new.

Songs of Innocence and Experience date the beginning of the Romantic Movement. It ends with the death of Byron. It is only with Wordsworth, it was established as a school.

We can describe it as a cultural movement. It is with Wordsworth that it took the shape of, established as a poetic school, a current.

It was very apparent beside other things in the mentality of the people, of their feelings, of their own rights as British citizens. 

We can describe it as a cultural movement. 

Although Blake's language is simple, we feel the presence of philosophical tendencies in his poem. He is symbolic. Still there is decency  
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