First Semester



Poetry (8)
Third Year
The Rime of the Ancient Mariner
The lyrical ballads were written by Samuel Coleridge and William Wordsworth. It was a collection of poems written as an outcome of collaboration between these two poets. It is a well-planned work because these two writers settled down on writing two different categories and there was one kind of poetry. By two categories, we mean that as a plan for them, they have in mind to write on nature as the key word for the Romantic Movement poetry. This is what we really know, and tried to cover and to trace through Wordsworth works. As for the other category, it is writing on nature and imagination purely by Coleridge. Coleridge was to write on nature. Wordsworth is to deal with nature with ordinary man and with certain incidents, situations, and simple everyday life. The same thing with Coleridge with one difference that is Coleridge wrote on nature and persons. When he sat down to write poetry, he was under the influence of his own thoughts, imagination, and supernatural elements of nature. In the introduction of The Rime of the Ancient Mariner, he says that; though he was aware that he has to write on nature and persons, he could not control himself fully under the influence of some supernatural elements of nature and the result was The Rime of the Ancient Mariner. 
This is just an introduction by Coleridge, he introduces to the poem, and at the same time he wants us to look at this natural element in his poetry. Coleridge is a well-educated person especially in theology and philosophy. Therefore, he cannot neglect this influence of religion, and philosophy. Intellectually speaking, he is well acquainted with these two topics or sources of knowledge. In his poems, we may trace the influence of these two.

 In his notebook for 1804 book, Coleridge recorded; "At certain times, uncalled and sudden, subject to no bidding of my own or others, these Thoughts would come upon me, like a Storm” we will realize the meaning of these words after reading The Rime of the Ancient Mariner. We should know that in order to know to what extent this poem deals with supernatural elements and to what extent some parts of this poem are not fully under his control. He was under the influence of his own emotions and obsessions of certain supernatural elements. He himself recognized that he was not in control of the poem from A to Z. In parts of it, even the subject matter beyond his control. It was under the fever of his own emotions. "At certain times, uncalled and sudden, subject to no bidding of my own or others, these Thoughts would come upon me, like a Storm, & fill the Place with something more than Nature."
· To no bidding of my own or others: means that it has not control, by my or by others.
So, it is not only nature, though the division of the Lyrical Ballads is to deal with nature and persons. Yet, he says that; my mind at that time, under the control of unseen power, can deal with something more than nature. But these are not transitory feelings. It was a continuous control of his own writings. 
In this poem, we are going to see nature from a very different angel that has been treated by Wordsworth. We have seen man in this close intimacy of Nature, man under the influence of the innocent side of nature, man being creative under this nature. However, here man is a victim of nature or a criminal against nature. Man that can be described as a victim of nature or rather a criminal. This introduction by Coleridge may help us to form an overview for the whole poem.  

What do we need to know in this poem?

· The Rime of The Ancient Mariner is a dramatic work. We consider it dramatic because it is full of actions. This is one side. The other side is that, there are more than one setting. There is a main setting and the narrator- the protagonist- takes us back and forth from the main setting to other settings. So, there are settings, different characters, there is a rising action and a climax, so it is almost drama. 

· We should also know about the language used in this poem. The poem is made up of four lines stanzas. Yet, there are some stanzas of four lines and others of seven or six lines. There is one stanza of nine lines and we will know why. This is very important to understand what he has said in the introduction. That under the influence or a power, he is not in a full control. Therefore, the division of the poem is set in parts, each part in four lines stanza, some stanzas are of six or seven, and only one of nine, and we will know why. 
· We said that the romantic poetry, beside dealing with nature and philosophical elements, there are other elements which are the character, the language itself and the situations. The character here is supposed to be a normal character, but what happened is that; with the actions that have been taken by him and the consequences of his own actions, the character turns to be having some supernatural aspects. The way he speaks, looks and acts is not a hundred percent ordinary character.
· The language of the poem itself is different. The language of the Romantic school is an easy simple everyday language. Yet, the language used here, in some parts of it, is elevated language and sometimes, he uses archaic (historical) language for certain reasons, we are going to find out why. To compensate the difficulty of some words, he is putting margins. The margins help very little, but he put it for this purpose.
· The poem is a long one. It is made up of seven parts. The part contains from eight to twelve stanzas.
·  The consequences are very logic outcome of the actions. It is a crisis for the men on the ship to face and to solve it. There is no one to solve it. At the end, we know that the only solution of this catastrophe is going back to God. This is possible through evaluating God’s creation. The crime was committed against one of the elements of nature and the only salvation would be through going back to nature and thanking or praying for the creator of nature. 
What was the crime that has been committed?

It is killing the albatross that used to come and visit them. Their ship was sailing towards north. The albatross used to come and play with him and feed him. There was a kind of a friendly relationship grew between the men on board and the albatross. They took him as a good omen for them because whenever there are fogs, difficulty in raising their masts, or the shed is not moving properly, with the very presence of this albatross, circumstances used to change for the better. For no reason, as it is said by him, he killed the albatross. They developed and intimate relationship with one element of nature. And the albatross with its color, shapes, etc reminded them of Christ.
 With its whiteness, it is like an angel. The presence, the friendly relation that they thought that they were taken out of troubles by his presence. He was like a good omen as a divine or heavenly spirit that has been sent to them in difficulties. His recurrent visits to them even during difficulties were of a great help to them. He says; “for no reason, I shot the albatross”. Killing the albatross for no reason in itself is an abuse to nature. In the modern language, we call this “abuse of nature”, but at that time, it was an abuse of a heavenly power. They hailed him for doing so. It is also for no reason, may be because he is their boss. Anyway, their first action was to hail his action. Later on, things were getting worse. They were stuck in the ice. The weather was changing. This was taken by the sailors as the result of this unexplained crime against one of the elements of nature or rather this heavenly spirit. 
So, what they did is that they hanged the albatross on his neck as a sign of salvation. And to carry his own crime. So, many actions took place. In few hours, they will be in the worst situation. All the men on ship died out of thirst and hunger. Water was everywhere but there is nothing to drink. That is what we have, everything is available, and still we are thirsty for something we know. They died because this water is salted, it is not supplier for them. Water is usually a source of life, but because of their crime, it is a source of death now. They are being trapped in water, so they all dying. They were gazing at him as if they were blaming him thousands of times with their gazing eyes. Even the way they were gazing at him is somehow supernatural. He was the only one left on the ship. He was suffering and he wished to die. He suck his own blood to moist his lips and to be able to speak and shout for help. Yet, this help was curse for him. It was a ship on which a women and a man are playing dice. This happened before the men on board die. There were a woman and a man playing dice on their lives (the lives of the crew men); who to take whose life. All on ship died and he was left alone on the ship to suffer alone. Then rain came. It is a sign of life. It comes from heaven, so it is a sign of salvation. It was like the release from what he was in. He slept for sometime and then he got up to look into the water watching the water snakes moving in this clear water. Unaware, he found himself praising the snakes, which are elements of nature. Consequently, he was praising the creator. If killing the albatross is a crime against a heavenly spirit, now, praising the snake is praying for the creator. It was only then that he has been rescued but never excused for what he has done. His own crime lived with him forever and he was given the power to speak, so he was narrating his story over and over to everyone he meets.
 The opening setting was a wedding. Let us compare all these catastrophes with a wedding party. The opening setting of the poem is a wedding party. The ancient mariner came in. There is a very keen description given to this man. He is tall, thin, handsome, skinny and strong. He is a mariner, so he has strong muscles. His eyes are very sharp. He holds one of the hands of one of the party guests and he starts to narrate the story. The setting is a wedding party. There is music at the background. It can be acted. It is very interesting and it can be an opera. We will not be able to cover it all, so you may read it in the holiday or something.
The Ancient mariner holds the hand of one of the party guests and starts to narrate the story. He had the interest of mesmerizing people. He gave this man, this power to mesmerize others. So, the ancient mariner put that man under his control. All the new movements of the music in the background gave him the next move. He was under his control and was listening to this speaker. He cannot do anything but listening. The voice of this man is that strong and strange as coming from history or the unknown world. His eyes, his appearance, and the story itself are all strange and supernatural. This was his punishment; to live on and to narrate the story. He has been given the power to speak forever and to narrate over and over. This also goes with what we said about recollected memories. Now, every time he is narrating, he is filled with the same sense of guilt, pain, and suffering. So, it is not only a narration but also he is narrating the punishment. He has been released but it is not sure, it is under the condition of being carrying his own crime over and over. He is being relived of your pains, but at the same time, he is a punished of repeating this story so many times. Therefore, he would always be aware of what you have done. And this sense of guilt is a punishment in itself. This is all in the story.
We will not be able to cover the whole poem. But we will talk about its most important aspects which are; the settings, characters (the ancient mariner), situations in which he starts to tell the story, the main actions. The language of the narrator, the division of stanzas, the climax, and the resolution.
** The first stanza: 

There is an argument as an introduction to the poem. 

“How a Ship having passed the Line was driven by storms to the cold Country towards the South”

- So, the ship was moving to the South. 
“and how from thence she made her course to the tropical Latitude of the Great Pacific Ocean ; and of the strange things that befell ; and in what manner the Ancyent Marinere came back to his own Country”.
- So, it is his own journey starting from sailing, killing and going back. 
It is an ancient Mariner,
And he stoppeth one of three.
`By thy long beard and glittering eye,
Now wherefore stopp'st thou me ?
- There were three guests and he stopped one of them. So, the party guest asks him; why should you stop me? And he refers to his white beard and his grey beard, so he is an old man (the mariner).  ‘Long beard and glittering eye’ - So the description of the characters given through the guest himself. 

The Bridegroom's doors are opened wide,

- You may imagine the whole situation. The bridegroom opens the door; the bride is to come in. The music is in the background and the ancient mariner takes the hand of this guest and starts to tell him the story. 
The Bridegroom's doors are opened wide,
And I am next of kin ;
- So, why should you stop me? I am a close relative to the bride. 

The guests are met, the feast is set:
May'st hear the merry din.'
- Don’t you hear the music? 

He holds him with his skinny hand,
`There was a ship,' quoth he.
`Hold off ! unhand me, grey-beard loon !'
Eftsoons his hand dropt he.

He holds him with his glittering eye--
- Now, it is not his hand that is holding him, but his glittering eye. So, physically, he is free. However, he is under the control of these glittering eyes. 

The Wedding-Guest stood still,
And listens like a three years' child :
The Mariner hath his will
- So, now we know that he hold the hand of one guest out of three. This is his destiny to narrate the story to every one he meets. He is to roam everywhere under all the circumstance. So, the ancient mariner holds the man with his glittering eye, the man stood still and listened to him like a child.

The Wedding-Guest sat on a stone:
He cannot choose but hear;
And thus spake on that ancient man,
The bright-eyed Mariner.

· Here, there is concentration on the influence of the mariner’s eyes. You can imagine his eyes. The mariner is now under the control of his own punishment and his destiny to repeat this story. His eyes are like eyes of a frightening person. He is still under the stress, physically speaking, he is free, but while he narrates, he calls back all the pains and fears. So, his eyes are of a scary man. He himself is scared. At the same time, he is scary for others. Once they look at these eyes, they go under his influence. His eyes are glittering and open wide, brightening eyes out of his own fears. Now, he is narrating and bringing back. This man is the main character of the action. So, narrating, to him, is like reviving the whole picture, and it fills him with fear. 
· He is scared to the extent that his eyes are popping out of his face. This gazing, glittering wide opened eyes are the eyes of a frightened person. Why should he be frightened until now? Because He is narrating. So, he cannot forget. He is living the same dilemma over and over. He is living his own dilemma every time he narrates the story. The very action of narrating is a punishment. Physically, he has been rescued. Yet, he has been punished forever, never forgetting what he has done and what he has been through. Sometimes we do not want to speak about certain experiences because we don't want to remember. Sometimes we want to speak about a certain memory of person because we like this person. But he has to speak about his story. Therefore, this is painful punishment for him. 
These opening lines set the whole setting to the story. Coleridge wants through this narration, communicating, writing down approaching the statement of nature to show how the ordinary language can be of a certain power to convey and communicate the supernatural elements. He is using a very ordinary language. It is very easy one. The Romantic language is used in a way that described as superstition situation. Sometimes we are under the influence and the stress of events and results of certain actions. For example, we are being emotionally moved by the killing of the albatross. We feel the pain for the thirst they have suffered. The language is that simple but that strong and powerful. 
He used this language to show how language can be used in a way that is a good conveyer of unusual action. This is unusually. The language used is usual language, but the events that the language is dealing with are unusual.

In the first edition of the lyrical ballads, afterwards, we will know that this poem was removed from the second edition. It was included in the first and it was removed from the second. It is Wordsworth himself who included it and then removed it. He believed that the poem did not follow the general aspects and does not follow the plan that has been set for the lyrical ballads. It has its own particular special evaluation by readers and by critics. . “In the first edition of the lyrical ballads, The Rime of the Ancient Mariner was given prominence as the opening poem. Itself placed on the fresh hold of professedly”.

- The lyrical ballads itself was something new, experiment. They are using something new and trying to apply it. And wait for the outcome or the responses. It was placed as the first poem in the lyrical ballad. Fresh hold means حجر الزاوية. The Rime of the Ancient Mariner is not done by an ordinary person. It is not like The Chimney Sweeper for example, it is unlike any of the lyrical ballads; it is unique and different because of the story, character and the language in it. The language used is ordinary. It is a journey and the character is a mariner. In the preface, the writer says that he is being under the influence of a power that directs his thoughts that he cannot set himself free of. All the lyrical ballads are experimental kind of poetry. As we have note, it was Coleridge task to write of persons and characters supernatural and his method of accomplishing this, is not like Wordsworth to begin with nature, but his method of accomplishing this task was to deal with uncharted reaches of the human mind.
- So, his way is to detect the unreachable view.
· Next time bring the whole poem with you and we will cover some more lines

A Summary of 

The Rime of the

 Ancient Mariner
Additional Source from the Internet

An Ancient Mariner, unnaturally old and skinny, with deeply-tanned skin and a "glittering eye", stops a Wedding Guest who is on his way to a wedding reception with two companions. He tries to resist the Ancient Mariner, who compels him to sit and listen to his woeful tale. The Ancient Mariner tells his tale, largely interrupted save for the sounds from the wedding reception and the Wedding Guest's fearsome interjections. One day when he was younger, the Ancient Mariner set sail with two hundred other sailors from his native land. The day was sunny and clear, and all were in good cheer until the ship reached the equator. Suddenly, a terrible storm hit and drove the ship southwards into a "rime" - a strange, icy patch of ocean. The towering, echoing "rime" was bewildering and impenetrable, and also desolate until an Albatross appeared out of the mist. No sooner than the sailors fed it did the ice break and they were able to steer through. As long as the Albatross flew alongside the ship and the sailors treated it kindly, a good wind carried them and a mist followed. One day, however, the Ancient Mariner shot and killed the Albatross on impulse. 

Suddenly the wind and mist ceased, and the ship was stagnant on the ocean. The other sailors alternately blamed the Ancient Mariner for making the wind die and praised him for making the strange mist disappear. Then things began to go awry. The sun became blindingly hot, and there was no drinkable water amidst the salty ocean, which tossed with terrifying creatures. The sailors went dumb from their thirst and sunburned lips. They hung the Albatross around the Ancient Mariner's neck as a symbol of his sin. After a painful while, a ship appeared on the horizon, and the Ancient Mariner bit his arm and sucked the blood so he could cry out to the other sailors. The ship was strange: it sailed without wind, and when it crossed in front of the sun, its stark masts seemed to imprison the sun. When the ship neared, the Ancient Mariner could see that it was a ghost ship manned by Death, in the form of a man, and Life-in-Death, in the form of a beautiful, naked woman. They were gambling for the Ancient Mariner's soul. Life-in-Death won the Ancient Mariner's soul, and the other sailors were left to Death. The sky went black immediately as the ghost ship sped away. Suddenly all of the sailors cursed the Ancient Mariner with their eyes and dropped dead on the deck. Their souls zoomed out of their bodies, each taunting the Ancient Mariner with a sound like that of his crossbow. Their corpses miraculously refused to rot; they stared at him unrelentingly, cursing him with their eyes. 

The Ancient Mariner drifted on the ocean in this company, unable to pray. One night he noticed some beautiful water-snakes frolicking at the ship's prow in the icy moonlight. Watching the creatures brought him unprecedented joy, and he blessed them without meaning to. When he was finally able to pray, the Albatross fell from his neck and sank into the sea. He could finally sleep, and dreamed of water. When he awoke, it was raining, and an awesome thunderstorm began. He drank his fill, and the ship began to sail in lieu of wind. Then the dead sailors suddenly arose and sailed the ship without speaking. They sang heavenly music, which the ship's sails continued when they had stopped. Once the ship reached the equator again, the ship jolted, causing the Ancient Mariner to fall unconscious. In his swoon, he heard two voices discussing his fate. They said he would continue to be punished for killing the Albatross, who was loved by a spirit. Then they disappeared. When the Ancient Mariner awoke, the dead sailors were grouped together, all cursing him with their eyes once again. Suddenly, however, they disappeared as well. The Ancient Mariner was not relieved, because he realized that he was doomed to be haunted by them forever. 

The wind picked up, and the Ancient Mariner spotted his native country's shore. Then bright angels appeared standing over every corpse and waved silently to the shore, serving as beacons to guide the ship home. The Ancient Mariner was overjoyed to see a Pilot, his boy, and a Hermit rowing a small boat out to the ship. He planned to ask the Hermit to absolve him of his sin. Just as the rescuers reached the ship, it sank suddenly and created a vortex in the water. The rescuers were able to pull the Ancient Mariner from the water, but thought he was dead. When he abruptly came to and began to row the boat, the Pilot and Pilot's Boy lost their minds. The spooked Hermit asked the Ancient Mariner what kind of man he was. It was then that the Ancient Mariner learned of his curse; he would be destined to tell his tale to others from beginning to end when an agonizing, physical urge struck him. After he related his tale to the Hermit, he felt normal again. 

The Ancient Mariner tells the Wedding Guest that he wanders from country to country, and has a special instinct that tells him to whom he must tell his story. After he tells it, he is temporarily relieved of his agony. The Ancient Mariner tells the Wedding Guest that better than any merriment is the company of others in prayer. He says that the best way to become close with God is to respect all of His creatures, because He loves them all. Then he vanishes. Instead of joining the wedding reception, the Wedding Guest walks home, stunned. We are told that he awakes the next day "sadder and...wiser" for having heard the Ancient Mariner's tale. 
Source:

http://www.gradesaver.com/the-rime-of-the-ancient-mariner/study-guide/short-summary/
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