First Semester



Poetry (9)
Third Year
· What are the main dramatic elements that to be found in The Ancient Mariner? Give a list of them and write short notes on one of them?

These elements are; character, action and language.
· What is the main action in The Ancient Mariner?

- The main action is the killing of the albatross and all the other actions are only consequences of this main action. Here, we need to stop and talk about the supernatural elements mentioned here which are not dramatic elements. Supernatural elements have something to do with the reaction of nature against this criminal action. 
- This action, that has been taken by the ancient mariner, is criminal because first of all it is unjustified killing. What is more important is that the killing is a crime against nature; not only nature, it is a holy spirit; a Christian soul as it is called in the text. He said that ‘why such a Christian soul should be killed? Why should he commit such a crime against this creation that was taken as a good omen for them at the beginning?’ The ancient mariner himself was not sure why he killed it. Even the men of the crew were not sure whether what happened is good or bad. The sailors were swinging between hailing and accepting this action or blaming the ancient mariner for what he had done. The other action taken by the sailors too is an attempt for a kind of salvation. It was to hang the albatross around the neck of the Ancient Mariner himself. It is a sign of salvation of paying for what he has done. As he is the one who did this sin. There is a religious sense of dealing with the whole matter by the sailors and the ancient mariner as being an action against a divine power.
- How far are these “nature and divine power” closely related? The Romantics’ nature has the power of holy spirit to give, change, protect, love and be loved. Speaking of his own crime as being against a holy or Christian spirit, he is taking into consideration the holiness of nature for them. Nature here is not dealt with as a fool. Nature here is defending. It is a holy power; not because it is an enemy of man, but because it has an intimate relationship with man. This intimate relationship has been suggested to the reader through believing in this spirit as being a holy spirit and as being a good omen for them. This spirit has sent the wind to move their ship.

We have two settings; one of which is the wedding party. The other is their old time. As we are being taken back and forth to this setting (wedding party), there are certain sentences and comments given by either the ancient mariner or the listener (the wedding party guest). These comments take us back to the first setting (the wedding party), the other setting is where the action takes place (the ship in the ocean). The two settings are in contrast to each other. They are in contrast in a way that makes it add to the supernatural element. The first setting is a relaxing, joyful one, with the music in its background. The very action that is taking place in the first setting, which is getting married with these two people are getting into a new life of happiness, is a happy promising action. There is an action at the first setting that is being postponed or left at the background with the music. 
There is the other setting which is the horrible action takes place. We cannot talk about one setting without relating it to the action taken in each setting and to the supernatural element that is being created through the setting and the action. The supernatural element is not a mask to wear and to create horror. It is hidden or unnoted sometimes. So, the setting itself is included in the supernatural element. The main task of Coleridge is not to let the text be clearly and directly understood. It is to be traced through certain elements, aspects, descriptions, and metaphysical presence of certain elements that can be closely connected to human action. So here, we are to speak about the two settings and where actions were taken in these two settings. One is marriage, which is a happy one, and the action is a promising one. The other one is the action taken as the consequences of this action is horrible, terrible, crisis, killing, and bloody one. 
** You cannot say that one setting is a wedding and another is in the sea and that is it. This is just the basic. What difference does it make to have these two settings? What does it add to the supernatural element that is being employed by Coleridge to create some work that belongs to and different from Romantic age at the same time. On the one hand, it belongs to the Romantic age because it is a normal action. It is killing, voyage, marriage, etc. On the other hand, it is different because of the ways they are treated. One of those ways is the contrast between the two settings. The presence of the ancient mariner in the wedding is strange. His physical appearance with his glitter eyes, he is like a ghost haunting around the place. The story itself that is not to be told in a happy party. We need to mention the setting and to trace the contrast. The contrast functions here in creating the supernatural element of the whole story. This is Coleridge’s own skill to be able to mingle these two settings or these two actions. We should not forget the music in both settings. In the first setting, the music is to celebrate the entrance of the groom and the bridegroom. The music itself is in the second setting. It is at the background of what he is narrating. In a moment, the listener (the wedding guest) was attracted by it. His attention was drawn for a moment to the music that announces the entrance of the bridegroom but he could not set himself free from the eyes of the ancient mariners. Therefore, the two settings are what create the supernatural element. This is one thing. 
** What is the second element?
- The language is the second dramatic element in this poem. 
** I do not want you here to concentrate on the language as a general language. We need to think of language as a Romanic language. How far is it a Romantic language? How far is it different from the Romantic language?
- This deviation from the norm of the Romantic language adds to the good of their identity and philosophy of language. Why did he use such archaic language sometimes? Why he gives the margins? Why did he use ancient words? What about the title “Ancient Mariner” not “old mariner”. What is the difference between the two words? 

He used the ordinary simple language in such a supernatural story because he wants to add to the language a different dimension from being only treating ordinary action of the daily life. He wants to say that language can be employed in a way to serve such a supernatural topic. The simple daily language used by the ordinary man can be used in a way that makes it different. So, it is not the words themselves, not even the structure; but it is the use of the language, the descriptive passages given. One of the most beautiful lines written by Coleridge describing the standing still on ocean; 

As idle as a painted ship
Upon a painted ocean.
He does not need to explain here. You only need to use your imagination to visualize this portrait [A portrait of a ship on an ocean - Standstill, no motion]. It is horrible to have such a portrait. It will never move. At one moment, the crew of the ship believed that it would never move. They will standstill forever. They are unable to do anything. It is like a painted ship in a painted ocean. Other great lines when he is describing water everywhere but there is nothing to drink. So, they are dying out of thirst. They are hydrating. They cannot find something to drink, though they are surrounded with water. It is not only the wording. Wording is ordinary. However, this way of describing the whole scene and action is really skillful. The Ancient Mariner, as a poem, is being described as being the best piece of literature written in English; at least in the Romantic age. In Tintern Abbey, the description really was interesting and simple. However, it was not strange. It was a very ordinary structure. Here, there is a little deviation from the ordinary language. He is using the language wonderfully. To the extend that we wonder is this the ordinary language that is used here? Yes, it is the ordinary language. However, the use of it is different. So one of the elements that adds beauty to the greatness of this masterpiece is the use of language. So, we do not discuss the language generally, we should relate it to the Romantics.
** What about the archaic language?
 He used it to achieve some kind of detachment (space) between this story (actions, character, consequences) and the reader. He wants to say that what is going on here is something supernatural, beyond your realization. The archaic language is to add a kind of historical dimension to the work. Beside the archaic language, there are some margins given. 
** What are these margins used for?
To explain and to add to the supernatural atmosphere; How? By this margins, he says that the whole story belongs to a life that is different from what you know. It belongs to some other world. This adds to the supernatural element. The margins here are to add to the supernatural dimension because through the margins, he wants to say that the whole story belongs to a world that is different from yours. So, you won’t be able to understand it without my help. Simple techniques are used by Coleridge to add to the supernatural atmosphere. 
It is an ancient Mariner, 
The physical description of the ancient mariner is given in this part, not directly, but through the comment of the wedding guest and through his own words.
It is an ancient Mariner,
And he stoppeth one of three.
`By thy long beard and glittering eye,
Now wherefore stopp'st thou me ?

The Bridegroom's doors are opened wide,
And I am next of kin ; (he is very close relative to the bride)
The guests are met, the feast is set :
May'st hear the merry din.'
This is in the middle of the celebration; doors are open for the groom and the bridegroom, music is started, every thing is really for to receive something else, something other than this story, and somebody other than this ancient mariner. But what happened is that the ancient mariner comes and holds the hand of one of three guests that were standing there. This guest was a very close relative to the bride. 

He holds him with his skinny hand,
`There was a ship,' quoth he.
Another physical appearance of this man is his own voice. His voice is as if coming from the past so it was strange enough to the listener. First, glittering eyes, grey bird, etc. It is as he is drawing an image. You need to use your imagination to draw the image. He is skinny, he has glittering eyes, and he has a long grey beard. He is old but he is not described as old but as being ancient in order to add to the supernatural element of the story. In addition, when he starts to speak, his voice is as coming from the past.
`There was a ship,' quoth he.
`Hold off ! unhand me, grey-beard loon !'
Eftsoons his hand dropt he.
So, the ancient mariner dropped his hand and set him free, but he hold him with this glittering eyes. He is now mesmerized. So, the ancient mariner is not holding him any more, but he has taken his will. 

He holds him with his glittering eye--
The Wedding-Guest stood still,
And listens like a three years' child :
He can do nothing but to listen. 

The Mariner hath his will.
`The ship was cheered, the harbour cleared,
He goes on narrating the story until he comes to the line 

With sloping masts and dipping prow,
As who pursued with yell and blow
Still treads the shadow of his foe,
So, there was a storm at the beginning of their journey. They faced the first storm. They were trying to avoid being pushed further to the south. Here their crisis starts. 

And now there came both mist and snow,
And it grew wondrous cold :
So, they are getting into their crisis until they received the bird for the first time. This bird turns to be a friend of them. He comes and eats with them and plays with them. Gradually, the snow was away and they continued their journey continued in coming and visiting them. With no reason, the ancient mariner kills him. The first reaction of the sailors was to wonder why he should kill it. However, after a while, they noticed that everything is ok, nothing wrong happens. So, they hailed what he has done. No one of them objecting, the consequence was that nature gets angry and punished them, has done once this abuse of nature. The crime was committed by one, the action was taken after the agreement or the satisfaction of the other crew for what he has done. 
`God save thee, ancient Mariner !
From the fiends, that plague thee thus !--
Why look'st thou so ?'--With my cross-bow
I shot the ALBATROSS.

PART II

The Sun now rose upon the right :
Out of the sea came he,
Still hid in mist, and on the left
Went down into the sea.
- So, many days are passing. Sun is rising up and diving on the sea, which means that time is passing. 
And the good south wind still blew behind,
But no sweet bird did follow,
- They start missing this bird

Nor any day for food or play
Came to the mariners' hollo !
- Gradually, they are to meet another dilemma. 

The climax or the catastrophe or their own dilemma is when they stared to starve (die out of hunger and thirst). He got all his sailors dying one by one. All the thirty three men on the ship were died. When they died, their eyes were widely opened and gazing to him as blaming him for what he has done. What happened is not out of hunger and thirst, but first of all, they started to dry out, and they saw that ghostly ship approaching. Two ghosts were there on board. One of them is dead, the other is alive, and they were playing dice. They were playing on wining their souls. The crew were ready to die out of thirst and hunger and it was with this approaching of that ghostly ship. They were life and death, a man and a woman. They were all dead except for the ancient mariner. He is dead in life. Or he is alive but dead. This is the tragic or poetic justice of God. He had committed a sin and he is being punished for this sin by being tortured living alone on ship and taking all the consequences of his own action. 
So, he was left alone on ship with nobody to help him and he was surrounded by all these dead bodies. Out of thirst he was almost dried he could not move his hand and he suck his own blood to moist his lips and shout for help. Other action was taking place on ship was that he was blessed with some sleep. He slept for a while and he wake up relaxed, and he was watching the water and start observing and looking to the water snakes moving. He started praising them and blessing them. Unaware, he killed the albatross and cursed this creation, and now unaware, while watching, his heart was filled with love to these creations and to nature. He started praising them and blessing them. This is the counteraction to the first one. The first action was to kill the albatross and to curse these creature and now he is praising them. The outcome of this praising is that the albatross that was hanged around his neck was one of the attempts to pay for his own sin. Now, when he is blessing and praising nature, the albatross fell off his neck. Part of his own burden was holding this bird around his neck. By the action of praising and blessing of nature, part of his burdens was taken away.
Part V

Oh sleep ! it is a gentle thing,
Beloved from pole to pole !
To Mary Queen the praise be given !
She sent the gentle sleep from Heaven,
Here, the whole atmosphere is heavenly power is there all the time. His believe in the heavenly power, the sense of duty and the importance of being loyal to this power is there all the time. So he slept for some time, he praised Mary Queen that has been blessed him by giving him this short gentle sleep from heaven that sled into his soul. He is in need of this sleep. It is not only his body that is in need of sleep, but also his soul. He needs peace of mind and soul. He is being tortured, not physically. Spiritually he is being tortured. He was paying for his crime. So this sleep was a bless from heaven. What other things were sent by Heaven? The albatross was also sent by heaven and was taken as a good omen. Every source of all things is heavenly power, nature. 

Line 355; part five

There is a good description given to the action taken by these dead bodies. When their souls go up and they start working as a machine fixing the ship and raising up the mast and helping the ship to move on. He thought that he was surrounded with ghosts. He himself when he got up of sleep he felt as being a ghost, not a real man. He was not sure whether he was still asleep or he was dead. The souls were haunting the ship, roaming around the place and working together as a machine. When they finished they go back around the mast and back to their death. 

Around, around, flew each sweet sound,
Then darted to the Sun ;
Slowly the sounds came back again,
Now mixed, now one by one.

Sometimes a-dropping from the sky
I heard the sky-lark sing ;
Sometimes all little birds that are,
Other birds around the place, in sea, when there is a dead body, the birds gather and eat it. There were so many birds roaming around the ship.
How they seemed to fill the sea and air
And now 'twas like all instruments,
Now like a lonely flute ;
And now it is an angel's song,
With their sweet jargoning !
The birds were singing. Now the song is different. It depends on his mental situation and his own reception of these sounds. 

Note: 

· You are expected to read the whole poem. We will not read it all in the class. That is why we dealt with it horizontally. It is seven parts. It you managed to read two parts a day, you will be done fast. It is very easy language.
· Part five is important, read it all

** Write a short note on (the rescue of the Ancient Mariner) how the ancient mariner was saved? By whom? What was the left punishment? 
· Physically, he was saved, but spiritually, he was to be tortured for the rest of his life by being given the power to speak and to tell his story. 
** How far, this punishment, related to the Romantic Movement? 
· We said that Coleridge has a strong background about theology, Bible, and religion. Part of This theology is a story entitled Kane. 
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