First Semester



Poetry (11)
Third Year
You were asked to write a comment on each stanza of “Ode on a Grecian Urn” so that you can see the development of the thoughts. There is a difference between explaining what he is saying in the poem and coming with the ideas that he is dealing with.
· The First Stanza

Paraphrasing silence, beauty and how this silence is soundy. By this approach and addressing the jar in that way, the whole point is about the relation between truth and beauty. It is about his own Philosophy of how beauty is capable of communicating truth; and how truth is approachable through beauty. This is the idea. In this stanza; what is beautiful and what true? He is drawing fine art through poetry, and show the capability of art to communicate truth because it is preserved. Truth is beauty, beauty is truth. Here he is glorifying art as a beautiful thing. This jar is a beautiful piece of art. So, he is glorifying art in general through looking at this jar. So, he is glorifying art and showing its capability of communicating truth. 
· In the second stanza,
He is speaking about the tune that will never stop, and the beauty of these two young people. So, here, he is giving us visual and audible images. So, he is giving concrete physical images. These physical and concrete images are of real objects; whether they are men, trees, or even the audible images. This is the music. So, he is giving sensual images. His main target is to go beyond these physical images. He wants to show something more elevated that can communicate abstract ideas. This is the relation between beauty and truth. These concrete images are images of beautiful objects. The beauty of this painting, the beauty of the subject of  the painting, and the sound of the music of the piper even if there is no sound, alls these sensual images are being used to create an abstract idea. Here, what is he doing? Again and again, we come to the conclusion that Keats in his poetry uses these images to say that it is possible to use something concrete to understand and realize something abstract and intangible. This painting with all the details on it is concrete, touchable, and tangible. And the idea is abstract and intangible. So the abstract can be understood through the abstract. In this poem, we see the idea of seizing the moment; not only the picture of these two young people that is preserved, but also the song and the poetry. He is writing poetry about this beautiful experience that can never be preserved by anything else other than art. This art is painting, engraving, sculpting, and poetry. Art is capable of preserving. So the second stanza shows us how the physical images are capable of preserving and communicating abstract ideas. These sensual images are beautiful images. In addition, it communicates this abstract idea of love, beauty, relationship, life and youth. So, he is speaking about art in general, including music and painting.
· The Third Stanza
 It is only a continuation of the second stanza. It carries almost the same ideas with more details. He speaks of the long life of the art. A good art has no limited life. It lives forever. For example, the piping of the piper is not to be heard on the spot. You cannot hear it with your physical ear, but you are listening to it spiritually. So, a fine art is appearing not only to the physical senses, but also appears to the spiritual side. When we see the jar with the piper on it, we can hear our own melodies. When we hear our own melodies, it makes difference, because it fills us with the beauty of life every time we hear it. We hear it according to our mode, position, and age. Art gives long life to its subjects. Art gives eternity.   
· The Last Stanza
 It is a conclusion of the main idea. Nothing can be beautiful without being true. Nothing can be true without being beautiful and this is the conclusion of the whole poem and the poet’s own philosophy concerning big issues at that time. He finds a way to create a balance between these main issues of art. We may keep in mind that Keats himself does not trust his own imagination. Imagination can deceive you, but this concrete art on the jar for example cannot deceive the sight. He can reach the beauty of this scene through the reality of his physical art. The jar is not only a way of communicating or reserving the truth, but also besides its beauty, it has the ability to give life and eternity and it teases us to speak. This beauty invites us, encourages us to be creators. This is true, as when the poet looked at the jar, he was vexed to write poetry. So the jar is an art that gives long life to the experience, and poetry extends the life of this beauty. It is only art that can reserve experience and communication. And only beautiful poetry and art can reserve the beauty of this jar. The eternity that may be given to the piper of the tree is given through art. 
Life is not opposing art. They move together. If they oppose each other, art will not be able to reserve truth and communicate generations. The beauty of art can communicate this abstract idea of this secret life.
Lord Byron

Who is Lord Byron? And why do we speak of him as being different from other Romantics?
His name is Lord George Gordon Byron, but we refer to him as Lord Byron. Sometimes, we tend to speak of him as being different from other Romantics. Some critics like to describe him as being “anti-romantic.” There is a saying that describes him as “mad, bad, and dangerous to know.” If he is as such, why should we study him? We study him because he is one of the most outstanding figures in the Romantic period. He is a romantic; he is the elite figure in the romantic period. He has his own romantic attitude and approach to poetry. In what sense is he different? We started by saying that Thomas Gray was a step ahead in his poetry; some of his poetry was a step towards romanticism. But here, we step out of romanticism. He, in his poetry, is a keen believer and lover of the Augustine age, the new classical poetry. His teachers are not Wordsworth, Coleridge, or William Blake. His real teachers and examples are Dryden and Pope; the major Augustine writers. In the sense that he is not adapting ordinary characters, or down-to-earth simple language, or even his way of dealing with imagination is different from the Romantics. We may understand him uniquely if we compare him to Wordsworth or Keats on the other side. As for Keats, he is in between. He is nearer to Keats than to Wordsworth overall with unique character that reminds us through his poetry of the Augustine age. The characters in the poetry written by them is carrying this reality to the Augustine. He believed in Dryden and Pope as being the masters of literature. He also adapted some of the poetic terms like satire. We may think of Byron’s poetry as being satirical in the first place. What is Satire, and who are the leaders of satire? 

Dryden and Pope are the leaders of satires. Being satirical does not mean he is not writing romantic poetry. It means that he is adding to the Romantics a new issues and approach to write on the society. He wrote satires. He is dealing with characters that are different from Wordsworth and Coleridge. He is dealing with noble characters, some of the VIPs in this society. His approach to others in the society has an attempt to teach. What is satire? Satire is meant to show people their defects in front of public, not for the sake of assaulting them but for the sake of reforming and teaching them their defects. It is not to perform, but to reform. So he has feeling for his society. He has own his points of views similar to those carried by Wordsworth. He is reforming his society. However, his approach is different. Wordsworth and Coleridge were preaching imagination and presenting nature in a way that may educate man. 
If we study Don Juan, we will understand better Lord Byron. Don Juan is a long poem. It is a narrative comical satirical epic. It tells the story of Don Juan. In literature who is Don Juan. Originally, it is Greek and Italic. This character is a literary character. We find music in it, some musical words. We find it in Drama, poetry and novels. Who is Don Juan in literature and then we see who is Don Juan by Byron. 
Don Juan is a character that has been treated by different writers, ages, literary periods and different types of literature. Here Don Juan, Byronical one, is being treated in such a way to send his own objectives. What are his main objectives? He starts by saying it is a satirical epic, so an epic means to narrate and to give a long story that detects or survey or cover a wide range of people’s life in a sense that it deals with so many issues and different places like Don Juan’s own country and surrounding countries. We will find that his character is moving form one place to the other. And it develops and it has so many adventures and brave actions. Through his visits to different places; Byron had the chance to the survey and speak and to put a mirror against certain defects and displaces of the society and expose them to the reader and to help the reader reforming them.
 What is the story of Don Johan? It is a lyrical epic poem. It is long and it covers many issues at the same time. It has a main character, besides a number of other characters. It is epic poem, but does not have all the characteristics of an epic poem. It is a story of a handsome gentle man. He is a noble in one place. He is a slave, in another. He is a soldier. His character has so many defects and merits. Byron himself says that the character of Don Juan is not all noble. He is a real man. He deals with the nature of man .Man is not good or bad by nature. Man can be a mixture of both. Here the character presented by Byron, Don Juan as a character, as a human being, is a half God, half demon. He has both merits and defects. He has a Godly side and a demon side. That is why he is a real man. Man is good by nature. Byron is looking for that simple perfect romantic character that has no mistakes. What is the story of this Don Juan? Throughout the story, everywhere, when he is a noble man, when he is a slave, when he is a soldier, when he is a wit man, and when he dies in all of these circumstances, he is a lover, he is a Don Juan. He is handsome; loved by different types of ladies, in different cultures, different places, he was even loved by a lady who has nothing to communicate. She spoke a different language. His father and mother got divorced. All the actions and all his relations are to be examined against his early childhood. His parents left each other. He lived with his mother, and his mother fall in love with an old man who is married to a young lady, and Don Juan himself loved this young wife. He was discovered by the husband and he was dismissed from the city and he left the city on a ship. This ship wrecked and he was the only survivor. He was led to an island. In this island, he loved a young lady who does not speak his language. This island was the second country he goes to. All the men on the ship died except for him. He used to have a dog, and this dog was eaten by the few survivors. They started eating the dog and some of them ate each other. The only one left was Don Johan. We should notice the narration. Here there is a detecting of the terrible side of man as the men on board ate each other. When the relation between the young lady and Don Johan was discovered by the father, he was sent as a slave. So he was a lover, and a slave and he joined war.
 We can detect some personal details and autobiographical elements about the life of Don Juan. Byron’s character is similar to this of Don Juan. Byron himself was handsome. He had a lady-like look. In addition, Byron has fallen in love many times. Byron also joined a national war. There are some autobiographical elements. We need to know more about Don Johan. We need to know how many countries he lived in. Don Juan is a masterpiece of Byron. It is considered as being the best narrative written during the romantic age. Some critics compare it to The Ancient Mariner.
For next time, read about the language used and the story of publication is also important. All these details are in the material, which is on the forum. It is a kind of summary in a very short paragraph. Next time, you will be asked about the story of publication, theme, and plot.
End …
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