First Semester



Poetry (12)
Third Year
Don Juan is a very long poem. So, the main points only will be underlined in class. Last week, the poem was discussed as an epic. Don Juan is a satirical or a mock heroic epic. It is mock because it is described as being satirical in the first place. In this poem, Byron satirizes his own society and describes his own country concerning religious, social, and political affairs in the society, besides human relations and some of the English habits. So, he had a wide range of subjects to cover in his satire. Since it is a satire, usually satire is harsh because satire is a kind of attack. Sometimes it is the only means to reform and correct. A satire is being lessened and soften by some comical comments. This mocking of satirize. 
So, Don Juan in the first place is a satirical poem that criticizes a wide range of issues in the English society at that time. However, to lessen the harness of this satire, he includes some comical mocking comments on the society. We will detect some of the passages of this comic. 
Being heroic, there is generally a character adopted by Byron, the narrator, and he built the whole story around this character. What is this character? Don Juan in the classical literature is a legend. Why he chooses this legendary character? And what does he, as a poet, add to this character to be suitable to his heroic epic? What are the characteristics in this character? And how does it fit to this epic to be the main character in this epic? What are the general characteristics? Byron portrayed Don Juan as an adventurer. What is more important is that he is a passive character. We will know why he is made as a passive character. Being a passive character means that he receives everything. All what he does in this epic are reactions to the actions of others. He is not even running after women. However, in most of the times, we find him like a doll that was found by Haidee; she used to dress him, play with him and showed him her interest as she a doll fit to deal with. He is not running after women because he is a passive character. The original Don Juan is running after affairs, but Byron’s Don Juan is a victim of women. He is easily surrendered to women. So, the characteristics of Don Juan and Haidee were designed to fit Byron’s goal to criticize and attack the hypocrisy of the society.
 Haidee is a simple character; partially she is a romantic character, living in an island, enjoying the beauty of island. She is somehow a romantic character because of the simplicity of her own surroundings, her relation to nature and her relation to father. We have seen before Lucy Gray and her relation to her father, which shows superiority and inferiority of relation. So, both characters were designed to fit the target of the satire. Don Juan’s character is fit to Byron’s own goal, which exposes certain social defects, and refers to the English society and many of its interests. Don Juan just a sample of this society. The poem was criticized for its immorality. The poem attacked the immoral conditions in the society. This is related to how far this character is suitable for this epic. What did Byron say about human nature? Does he believe that people are absolutely good or absolutely bad? Are they Demons or angles? Byron believes that people have good and bad deeds, so he can praise Don Juan sometimes when he does something good, but these occasions are few, and attack him for his defects, which is the target of satire. 

We discussed one element of this epic, which is the character. The other element is action. Byron designed Juan’s character to be an adventurer who moves form one place to another. This movement gives the poem a chance to make a scan to this place to give a full image to the society. Every time he goes to one place, that place and the people there are to be the focus of his interest or criticism. This is the way it is arranged. He designed the character and the plot that helps him to have this large scope of criticism. 
In this epic, language is doing a comic mission action.  We started by saying that Don Juan is a mock, heroic, epic. We discussed how it is epic. It is epic because it is full of events; there are so many characters, and different nations. Therefore, it is a long epic.

What about the narration? Byron, as a narrator, is really skillful. Even those who sometimes criticize him for his simple language, praise his ability of narration. As a narrator, we may compare him to someone like Milton or Coleridge. He learned from both of them. He is compared to Coleridge in The Ancient Mariner. His poem is good enough to be dealt with as a good narrative. As for the language, it is not all the time an elevated language. As we said in Coleridge that through the language he wanted to say that language is capable of communicating experiences other than the beauty of nature. Coleridge said that he uses this language to show how language is capable of communicating experiences other than pleasure in nature. He wanted to show this actual influential side of nature. So it is possible to use language in a different way to write about superstitious side of nature. Here Byron is doing the same. He is not using elevated language all other the poem. Only some passages are in elevated language, and in other passages, he gives ordinary language. When he is inside a society, he used the language of everyday man. There is sometimes the absence of the language; instead, there is the non-verbal language, or the body language, which is used by Haidee. Both Don Juan and Haidee used this kind of language to increase the relationship between each other. Language is used by Byron to fill in the gaps between actions, and to draw the attention of the reader and to comment on events and to describe. The language is first used in some wonderful descriptive language. By language, he is describing some characters and actions, events and places. 
Why is he describing places and nature? There are some passages describing the relations between the characters and nature and he shows eloquence in dealing with the sentimental side of the story. He is satirizing, but he has the ability of dealing with sentimental pieces. Sentimental means the higher level of emotion. Therefore, there are passages in which he shows his ability to deal with sentimentality, not only criticizing and attacking. Almost in all his poetry, there is a very little feeling. He has his own way of expressing feeling. His way is not always accepted. It is sometimes rejected or refused. As we said, he was described, as "dangerous to know", Language in descriptive passages, actions, characters and narrating events. Why is he doing so? Especially when he is describing places and societies. He seizes this moment or this chance to use this comic references or mocking of the society. In one of the passages, when he describes places and events, he takes the chance to use his ability to mock the society. We can find references in certain sentences or phrases in which he is making fun of the society. Like when he says that they like to eat beef and drink beer in the morning. All are referring to the English society. Even in the middle of the love relationship between Haidee and Don Juan, he always gives himself a chance to criticize whenever it is possible.
 He uses mocking comic comments to lessen the harshness of this satire. The language is developing action and enhancing human relationships, whether it is there or absent; when it is there, enhances the relation, his characters, especially Juan is dare enough to express himself freely. If you managed to read the first and the third passages, you will find them frankly attacking certain names. So he is using language freely, sometimes he uses slang, but the language is not all the time elevated. We will come to occasions where the language is elevated, not in the wording, but in the structure, only when he is describing or dealing with a character that is descending from or acting in a high society, which he is always criticizing.
 An example of the absence of language is the first time when he was found in the island by Haidee, he was faint, she was trying to find out whether he is alive or not, she put him in a cave away from her father's eyes, and she starts taking care of him with her maid Zoe. Haidee had some feelings that he wanted to explain. Voice was there, but language was not there. Therefore, he forgot about the wording instead of that, he was concentrating on the beautiful sparkling eyes that said what they need. Then she developed this sign non-verbal language. Sometimes it is as expressive as spoken language. There is absence of language but language is working, even in the absence of the verbal language. What about Juan's language, at least in Canto two? We hear him rarely speaking. The narrator is the one who is speaking. The narrator is filling the gap whenever the language is absent. This epic depends mainly on the narrator. So, the language is there, but whose language? It is more or less the narrator's language describing and filling the gaps of incomplete actions.
 What is the language used by this narrator? It is not an elevated language all the time. Whenever he deals with his own society, he comes from an aristocratic society, so he understands the needs, defects, merits, and the interests in his society. So, whenever he describes, he uses the language in some elevated sense just to mock them. His target is not to use this elevated language all through. He is romantic. This is the spirit of the age. However, Byron was different. Even Coleridge had his own variation when he was writing the Ancient Mariner. It was different in its language, characters, and approach to nature, etc. Whenever he is criticizing the society, especially the aristocratic society, he refers to them from distance. For example, he was on the island with Haidee, so he is very far away from the English society, but he is referring to them. It is a kind of creating influencing which creates the mockery, enhances his satire, and shows the humor. For example, speaking of Haidee in one of the passages when he directly refers or describes the English society ladies as caring about fashion, running after men, and describing men, including himself, like dolls who are obedient running after women and followers of women. 
So, he is with Haidee on the island, at the same time, he is comparing and putting there together to create this discrepancy. Here in some of the cantos, especially canto two, there is his keen way of putting characters in direct comparison. He puts societies in direct comparison. When Haidee and her maid found him, he was asleep, when he wake up, he found these ladies about him. Haidee was close enough to find whether he was alive or dead. She starts to speak to him. He pays a little attention to the presence of these ladies, but what really draws his attention is the smelling of some coffee. 
What is wrong with him? Why is he faint or sleep? He was dismissed by this lady's old husband, and in the sea, his ship wrecked, so he was the only survivor. There was this harsh situation on the ship. All the passengers suffered from sickness. Juan fainted until he was found on the shore of this island. He was found by Haidee and her maid and she hides him on the cave and started taking care of him. The first thing that drew Juan's attention was the smell of coffee, milk and egg, the kind of food they ate on the island. Even in this occasion, Byron took advantage of the chance to criticize people who are interested in eating out of luxurious life and out of there interest of all the luxuries of life, like eating meat and drinking beer as he said. So this was a good chance for him to criticize. 
Then comes the language. It starts with the physical needs of this faint man. It is also a reference to human nature. Juan is a human being, he needs to survive first, and then he will start discovering the world around him. Who was around him? These two ladies, they looked like Turk or Greek. She started to talk to him in Greek. she was trying to talk to him in her mother tongue, and then she started to use a kind of signal language. Don Juan spent a long time with them, and then the human relationship between them started to develop. In spite of the actions of language, there is human communication. So, he is transcending, he has gone beyond the language; The simple abilities of human tongue to create communication. Both of them were able to create communication even though they are from different characters. In spite of the differences of the culture, language, and social class, they were able to communicate and develop a relationship. What does he want to say? Is he interested in the love relationship between the two? Some people say that there is love everywhere in this poem. It is true that there are some passages, in which, he describes the intimate relations between them. It was s taboo at that time to have such a relation between people from different classes. Byron is criticizing this snowy society, English people trying to create difference and feel superior to other. He means; in the absence of any social evaluation, and away from and social consideration, man is man. Human beings are capable of having a common language between them even if they do not have a common verbal language, even if they are not from the same society, even if they have no common interest. Haidee is not educated. He is descending from a very highly educated, well-cultured society. His interest in showing this relation and in framing this relation in the second canto is not to show the physical human desires; it is the human ability to come of mutual understanding each other. They are human beings in the first place. Even if Byron lives in the same period with the romantics, who had an interest in the human being as number one importance in their poems. What about nature? 
Canto II

Starts with Haidee meets the morning face to face;. He will start with the descriptive passages, then describing characters, describing nature, describing actions and we will not do the poem all in class. We will have some passages that; 

1. Describe physical appearance of characters.
2. Describing nature.
3. Giving a reference to some events and actions.

4. His own comment. The narrator's comment on some events in the society in order to mock them and show their defects. 

Find passages that stand as examples of these elements.

Canto II

And Haidee met the morning face to face;

Her own was freshest, though a feverish flush

Had dyed it with the headlong blood, whose race

From heart to cheek is curb'd into a blush,

Like to a torrent which a mountain's base,

That overpowers some Alpine river's rush,

Checks to a lake, whose waves in circles spread;

Or the Red Sea--but the sea is not red.
He is describing the beauty of this lady. What is he saying? How romantic this description is? Here he is being purely romantic poet, because he is comparing her to the beauty of nature. She is more beautiful than nature. "Her own was freshest" fresher than the morning. So, he is comparing her to the morning. Here, when he is comparing her to nature, he refers to her Greek origins. 
Had dyed it with the headlong blood, whose race
From heart to cheek is curb'd into a blush,

Like to a torrent which a mountain's base,

That overpowers some Alpine river's rush,

Here he is referring to her origins. It is a very concise description. Which shows that his language is not a school boy language. He concludes with this comment that she is Mediterranean. He also prefers to the Albanian mountain, which is a holly mountain. Therefore, these eight lines refer to the language, showing her beauty and giving her some divine power. He is introducing us to the influence she will have on Juan. The conclusion, the last comment given in the end of this stanza can be taken as a school boy comment. "But the sea is not red.” 
And Zoe, when the eggs were ready, and

The coffee made, would fain have waken'd Juan;

But Haidee stopp'd her with her quick small hand,

And without word, a sign her finger drew on

Her lip, which Zoe needs must understand;

And, the first breakfast spoilt, prepared a new one,

Because her mistress would not let her break

That sleep which seem'd as it would ne'er awake.

Zoe wanted to wake Juan up to have his breakfast. So they were speaking in front of him, watching and the maid wanted to wake him up to give him food, and to know what is going on, and Haidee wanted to keep him asleep until he have enough sleep and then awake him. Here, there is not only a description of Haidee, but also a description of Juan. 
For still he lay, and on his thin worn cheek

We understood some of her social background from the description given about her by the narrator. Now we have a description for Juan.

For still he lay, and on his thin worn cheek

 A purple hectic play'd like dying day
She was like a morning, while was like a dying day. She is this simple, humble, ordinary little girl, like the morning; fresh, new and full of live and energy. And this person, who is well-cultured, and descending from a family, now he is like the end of the day. He is brownish because he has this long time in the sea. 
On the snow-tops of distant hills; the streak

Of sufferance yet upon his forehead lay,

Where the blue veins………
Blue veins of whom? Here, there is a reference to his origins. He is brownish by the sun. He is small and dying because he is not energetic. He is still under the influence of this crisis. 

Where the blue veins look'd shadowy, shrunk, and weak;

Byron chooses these three words to describe the veins "shadowy, shrunk, and weak.” The language here is working enough to communicate, to describe ideas, and give enough details in a few words in one line. This character is being introduced to us. Every time, he is introduced as a new character. Later on, he will be described as man disguised in a women's dress. Byron is giving description to this character: 1-to add to his qualities and 2-refer to his social background or to 3- emphasis some of the narrator's intention and interest in certain issues in the society.
Where the blue veins look'd shadowy, shrunk, and weak;

And his black curls were dewy with the spray,

Which weigh'd upon them yet, all damp and salt,

  Mix'd with the stony vapours of the vault.
And she bent o'er him,.........................

And thus upon his elbow he arose,

And look'd upon the lady, in whose cheek

The pale contended with the purple rose,

As with an effort she began to speak;

Her eyes were eloquent, her words would pose,

Although she told him, in good modern Greek,

With an Ionian accent, low and sweet,

That he was faint, and must not talk, but eat.

Now Juan could not understand a word,

Being no Grecian; but he had an ear,
He does not understand the language, but he is listening to the voice. The music is a universal language.
And her voice was the warble of a bird,

So soft, so sweet, so delicately clear,

That finer, simpler music ne'er was heard;

The sort of sound we echo with a tear,

Without knowing why-

It moved him to the extend that he was about to cry.
-an overpowering tone,

Whence Melody descends as from a throne.
This is romantic because it touches the heart, not the ear. Her voice is touching his heart, not ear.
Without knowing why--an overpowering tone,

Whence Melody descends as from a throne.
As if, it is coming from the heaven. Byron is giving Haidee this divine quality by referring the Albanian mountain.
For we all know that English people are

Fed upon beef...........

Here, he gives a list of the breakfast. There were eggs, bread, coffee, fish, honey, wine; all for love not money. So this is a real character, it is not for prophet. The narrator gives a list of the food prepared for Juan, and he comments that "all for love". It is not like the hypothetic society of the English. It is not to show off. It is out of human feelings, even before they fall in love with each other. This is man to man. This is a real innocent relationship between men. Then later, he comments on the English people, not only that they do not give anything for nothing, they always give things for money. The other thing;
For we all know that English people are

Fed upon beef--I won't say much of beer,

Because 't is liquor only, and being far

From this my subject, 
Here, he wants to say that English people are  fond of pleasures like beer. He says this is the society from where I come. Language is used to comment on events and some actions. Here, he is commenting on the kind of service and food given to him, and he seized this chance to criticize his own society. He is diverging, but his goal is to keep the attention of the reader and to make readers interested. He makes these breaks to draw the attention of the readers and to make his own comment and to increase and draw the attention to his own satire and to create or increase the interest of the reader and continue the story, and also to give himself a beak to switch from one subject to another. So, all the breaks are for these reasons. 

 And then she had recourse to nods, and signs,

And smiles, and sparkles of the speaking eye,
They cannot understand each other because they speak different languages. So, she used nods, smiles and singes, etc

And read (the only book she could) the lines

Of his fair face,

Now she is able to read his face. So, she is using all the signs. She is smart. Living on that primitive society of the island, she must be very smart. She was able to read the lines of the only book possible that is his face. So, she was able to understand his non-verbal language. This is to enhance the ability of human being to develop away from the conditions of the society. With this language, they are going beyond the national boundaries. They are from two different nations, they speak two different languages, but still they are able to understand each other. This is one of the merits of Lord Byron. He portrayed Don Juan as someone who is able to go beyond the national boundaries. As in the third canto, he will be among Turks, and he will get married. 

As for the ladies, I have nought to say,

A wanderer from the British world of fashion,

Here, there is another critisizing of the society. 

Don Juan was Victorian and he was resist by the Victorian writers; like Walter Scott. He described this poem as being the best written at that time. Because according to him, it covers all human life. So here, Don Juan says;” 

As for the ladies, I have nought to say,

A wanderer from the British world of fashion,

Where I, like other 'dogs, have had my day,'

Like other men, too, may have had my passion--

But that, like other things, has pass'd away,

Now this is passed away, he has nothing to do with ladies. He is not to say any hypothesis words to this lady to draw her attention. She is simple enough to understand even the gestures of his own face. She does not need words, or gifts or nothing. 

And all her fools whom I could lay the lash on:

Foes, friends, men, women, now are nought to me

But dreams of what has been, no more to be.

Is Don Juan enjoying this simple life with this beautiful young lady away from the hypocrisy of his own society and away from all the compassion that lay burden on them? 

Haidde spoke not of scruples, ask'd no vows,

Nor offer'd any; she had never heard

Of plight and promises to be a spouse,

Or perils by a loving maid incurr'd;

She was all which pure ignorance allows
Notice: ignorance here is not an insult. He is not insulting her by describing her of being ignorant. Compared to the society she is ignorant of hypocrisy, and giving to receive. She is ignorant of the defects of the society. As we said before, the characters were designed to fit Byron's purpose of criticizing the society. Having them together, is having two different societies together. It is a good chance to show the differences between the two society. Don Juan, who is from a high society, an aristocratic one; and this simple naive primitive young lady. 

Haidde spoke not of scruples, ask'd no vows,

Nor offer'd any; she had never heard

Of plight and promises to be a spouse,

Or perils by a loving maid incurr'd;

She was all which pure ignorance allows

The human nature shows low differences, and the feelings no social distinctions. 

In the mean time, without proceeding more

In this anatomy, I 've finish'd now

Two hundred and odd stanzas as before,

That being about the number I 'll allow

Each canto of the twelve, or twenty-four;

And, laying down my pen, I make my bow,

Leaving Don Juan and Haidee to plead

For them and theirs with all who deign to read.

Here, he is describing what he is doing so far and what he is going to do. He is counting the number of stanzas he wrote so far. As readers, we are always attentive to what he is saying. Whether he is narrating the story or he is commenting. This is very clear in the conclusion. It was published as a lyric piece. This kind publication gave him a chance to plan for the next publication. He had a definite plan, but he was planning for the events to come and collecting material. We are to detect the work he has read or had in mind. He is using some of these sources. When he makes these breaks, it is a break for him, he wants the reader to wait read one episode and be waiting for the other. 

Back to the descriptive passages of nature, when do you find him describing? How fare is he romantic in his description? What kind of language is he using in describing nature?

In describing Haidee, his main target is 

On the snow-tops of distant hills; the streak

Of sufferance yet upon his forehead lay,

His peaks about his own face, and he is showing us his origins. The blue veins of the entire English race is weak and dying away.  In this description, he tells us about his previous experience. And he tells us about his origins. 

They look'd up to the sky, whose floating glow

Spread like a rosy ocean, vast and bright;

They gazed upon the glittering sea below,

Whence the broad moon rose circling into sight;

They heard the wave's splash, and the wind so low,

And saw each other's dark eyes darting light

Into each other
Here, we find description of nature, but there is the capacity of something sentimental. He was able to create this sentimentality in the presence of nature. Nature was beautiful enough to recharge them with energy to see every thing beautiful. Nature around them is beautiful and it increases the beauty within them. that is why the descriptions complete their relations. 

It was a wild and breaker-beaten coast,

With cliffs above, and a broad sandy shore,

The language is simple and beautiful. And it gives very close images of the place. 

It was the cooling hour, just when the rounded

Red sun sinks down behind the azure hill,
Which then seems as if the whole earth it bounded,

Circling all nature, hush'd, and dim, and still,

With the far mountain-crescent half surrounded

On one side, and the deep sea calm and chill

Upon the other, and the rosy sky,

With one star sparkling through it like an eye.

Here, the way he is dealing with the sun is very beautiful. Then he moves to speak of the eye. We are not sure whether it is the beauty of the eye or the sun. 

'T was twilight, and the sunless day went down

Over the waste of waters; like a vei
Which, if withdrawn, would but disclose the frown

Of one whose hate is mask'd but to assail,

Thus to their hopeless eyes the night was shown,

So, it was a cloudy day. All the different nature in all different faces are to be presented by him. The word veil reminds us of someone shy. Is it the shyness of the primitive life? Or is it the division that makes difference between them. This aristocratic person and this primitive creature on land? 
And grimly darkled o'er the faces pale,

And the dim desolate deep: twelve days had Fear

So, he spent twelve days there, under the veil of this secret. She is hiding a secret. His presence in the cave is the secret she is trying to cover from her father. 

In the Exam: the first question:
· Quotation, Then write a critical analysis. 

· When you are asked to analyze, do not write about the life of the poet, write about the lines. You would better put an outline for the answer. 

· All the final exam’s questions are compulsory.
Good Luck ☺[image: image1.png]
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