First Semester



Civilization (5)
Fourth Year
The building of the church: 

The tower of the church is built to keep the bells. All the bells of every church need to be christened and blessed by the bishop himself, because there are lots of superstitions surrounding these bells. People believe that the bells of the church drive away evil spirit as well as thunderstorm. All of the churches all over the world have the form of the cross. The chancel is located in the shorter side of the church, and the longer one is dedicated to the nave. 

The marriage ceremony takes place in the nave, but the celebration takes place in the porch. Usually they make sure that the church should be laid down from east to west or from west to east. It is very much preferable to be directed towards the east where Jerusalem is. Christ was born in Jerusalem. 

The political aspect after the death of William the Conqueror: 

William the Conqueror passed out in 1087 leaving behind him three sons: Robert who got Normandy, William Rufus who got England, and Henry who was paid 5000 silver pounds. 

William Rufus became the king of England, he ruled England for 13 years. He did nothing exceptional except that he maintained peace inside and outside England. He was very tough, he was very strict. He created a very strong  central government at Westminster that supervised everything within the kingdom.  Right from the beginning, William Rufus set his eyes on Normandy, the dukedom of his brother. He sent smaller military campaigns, especially to the places that are very close to England where he seized some castles, but soon he would lose them to his brother. Apart from these raids, no troubles took place inside England. William Rufus died in a hunting trip, and his brother Henry took became the king of England. 

Henry the First. 

Henry I increased the centrality of the government at Westminster. He tightened his grip on the affairs of the state. He introduced of position of the justicier. The first person ever to be appointed for this position is Bishop Roger.  He was a very trustworthy man. Roger was a justicier, a bishop, and a chancellor.

Bishop Roger developed a financial procedure called the Exchequer. The Exchequer is a royal meeting attended by the king, his justicier, and his treasurer. In case the king is absent, the justicier replaces him. The Exchequer was based on a taxation being paid during old England that was called "firma". Firma is being paid by prominent counts in the state to the king on annual basis. But Bishop Roger held it twice a year during the Easter day and during Michaelmas. The Exchequer doubled up the revenue of the crown.  

The writs. 

The government of England was based on written principles. Henry I wanted to document his government. He introduced the precepts or the writs. Instead of verbal messages, the messages were written and wax-sealed. This ensures the secrecy of the messages of the monarch; not even the messenger would know about the content of this message. These "writs" were taken from the Romans. 

Henry I organized and further developed the judicial system

When we talk about the administrative system of England, we talk about owners and fiefs. Usually the sheriff, the holder of big owners has judicial authorities; he can question any one of his tenants; he has the right to hang anybody whom he catches in the act of theft. 
During the reign of William the Conqueror  and William Rufus, There was a royal court called Curia Regis. It is presided by the king himself and his courtiers. This court addresses the cases among counts and prominent people. The concept of justice is derived from the king, as the king is the fount of justice. During the medieval era, all the kings ruled by a divine right. The subjects believed that they were assigned by the lord to be kings, therefore they are his representatives upon earth. 

Popular courts: It usually addresses minor criminal cases among simple people. It would solve disputes among the tenants. These courts exist in shires and hundreds. The ones that exist in hundreds are held once every three weeks. The ones that exist in shires are held once a month. The members of these courts are the sheriff , the bishop along with several suitors. The suitors are minor land owners. The sense of justice in these courts is derived from immemorial custom. Henry I appointed officials who would roam the country  to inspect these courts. 

Baronial courts: Every baron has the right to form his own court within his own estate. They can hang anybody who is caught in the act of theft. They are being supervised by the king's officials. 

The classes of society: 

In medieval England during the 12th century, there were three types of people: People who fought, people who prayed, and people who labored. 

People who prayed are: the Pope, the chapters, the archbishops, the bishops, the rectors, the parsons, the monks, and the nuns. 

People who fought. There are two types of knights: fighting knights [cavalries],  and landed knights [knights with lands].

Landed knights are the knights who hold smaller lots of lands. Over time, these landed knights lost the character of professional cavalries, as they were  more interested in land, and they were tied up to their lords through feudal relations. By time they turned into country gentry. 

Fighting knights are mostly made of Normans. In the early 12th century, the Normans formed a very tightly-knit group inside England. By time this nature started to change, as the Knights were no longer knights. According to the feudal system, the knight would provide the king with military services for 40 whole days. All their expenses are covered by their lord who sent them over to the king. If the king needs their services more than 40 days, the kings will cover their expenses. This wrecked the  royal treasury, because maintaining the knight is a very expensive task. 

Ever since the last years of William Rufus and during the reign of Henry I, they started having mercenary troops. The mercenary troops are professional fighters, but they are less expensive. By time, the knights were replaced by mercenary troops whether they are English men or Flemings[ people from the Flanders]. 

By the second half of the 12th century, the knights were exempted from fighting. They were not exempted for free; they would pay to the king Shield Levy. This Shield Levy increased the crown's revenue. 

There are certain knights who were called Hauberk. These knights are of a higher caliber. They are very professional fighters, and they occupy a higher status in the society than ordinary knights. These Hauberk knights are not exempted from fighting. Still the king remain in need of their military services. Because of their social and military status, they were exempted from paying any Dingell, though they owned lands. These knights should remain ready; whenever the king needs them, he just calls them and they need to fight with him.

The feudal system somehow militarized the English society, but the society started to lose some of its military nature .When we talk about war in the second half of the 12th century, we don’t talk about real war; we talk about mock war. In the second half of the 12th century, there  were tournaments held for the jousting.     
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