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Strategy :

Stating opinions : strong and moderate

* Some letters to the editor express opinions strongly and others do so moderate .

** A strong opinion does not usually allow for different points of view , whereas a moderate
opinion does .

***when writers express their opinions strongly , they often use more emotional arguments and
may sometimes exaggerate.

**** When writers express their opinions oderately, they use more logical arguments that are
often more effective .
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1. Idisagree with Moderate
2. __ istotal nonsense Strong

3. Myopinionisthat ____ Moderate
4. _ _ isimmoral Strong
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* Avoiding faulty reasoning :

When you revise a piece of writing that includes reason that support opinions , you should make
sure that you haven't used faulty reasoning . following are definitions and examples of different
kinds of faulty reasoning .
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1. False analogy : assuming that two things are similar in all ways just because they are
similar in one or two ways.
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Example
Opinion : dancing is the same as fighting.
Reason : both are done with a partner.
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This is a false analogy . just because both activities include two people does not mean they are
the same.
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2. Overgeneralization : saying that something is true for all people or situations when it is
only true , or making a general statement based on only a few cases .
Ol Adaa g, Jadd s 4d) g c¥Ad) ) (ulil) JS maaua A1 Glal) Gan SHB 1 ((Alged ol ) Asages iSi - Y
hdb el Gary ulal o ((Asad gl ) ale
i ) B Undy GlaY) s b a9 4l il ulll) S o e 41 s e s i) iy )
(A g 08 Jadi
Example

Opinion : rich mean aren't generous .

Reason : there is a wealthy man who comes into the restaurant where | am a waiter, and he
never leaves a tip .
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This is an overgeneralization . the opinion is based on the case of only one person .
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3. Irrelevant argument : giving an example or reason that does not relate to the opinion .
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Example
Opinion : I don't think the accountant was the one who stole money from the company .
Reason : she is so nice . she always says hello to me.
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The fact that a person is friendly and seems nice has nothing to do with whether she is capable
of stealing .
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An irrelevant argument might also suggest that , because one event follows another, it relates

toit. when it really doesn't .
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Example
Opinion : borrowing money always causes problems .
Reason : two days after Mario borrowed money from a friend , he had a car accident
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Obviously , Mario's car accident was not caused by borrowing money .
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4 . circular reasoning : giving a reason that only restates the opinion in different words .
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Example
Opinion : peter never lies .
Reason : he always truthful .
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In the example above , he reason is a restatement of the opinion .this is circular reasoning .
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