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follows the pattern established in Alfarabi’s Book of Letzers, which it
follows in style and structure as well, (A second edition of the Beok of
Letters, revised and expanded on the basis of new manuscript evidence,
is currently being prepared for the press.)

Two separate attempts to edit the present work were made at about
the same time more than two decades ago by my friends and colleagues
Professor Hazim Mushtak of the Department of Philosophy at
Baghdad University and Professor Hiseyin Atay of the Thahiyat
Fakiiltesi at Ankars University. As explained in the Arabic
Introduction, | began this edition by examining their draft editions.
{The draft edition of Hazim Mustak was available to me and to othersin
a microfilm of his 1960 Oxford B.1.. thesis, while the draft edition of
Hiiseyin Atay exists in handwritten form of which he offered me a
Xerox copy.) I soon discovered that their work was based on only two of
the three manuscripts I had examined in the Ayasofya Library in
Istanbul in 1961 —that is, on MS. Ayasofya 3336 and MS. Ayasofya
4839—and had not considered the evidence of MS, Ayasofya 4853.
Further examination indicated that MS. Ayvasofya 4839 is in fact a late
copy of MS, Ayasofya 4854, which neither of them had used. Once MS.
Ayasofya 4839 was discarded, a new text, the presumed common source
of the remaining two manuscripts, had to be reconstructed. The
resulting text remained full of difficulties and apparent lacunae that had
to be filled in if the work was to make any sense. I do not say this to
claim that by so doing I was able to resolve all the difficuities—indeed,
one of the main purposes of finally publishing a first edition of this work
is to invite competent readers 1o make their contributions in this
regard-—but merely to indicate that in its present form the work bears
titile relation to the earlier two draft editions. I am nevertheless eager to
acknowledge my colleagues’ labor and to dedicate this edition to them
in appreciation and friendship.

Cambridge, MA 1989 Muhsin Makhdi



PREFACE

Alfarabi's On One and Unity begins with an elaborate account of in
how many ways things are said to be ‘one,’ proceeding from universals,
to what is oumerically one, to the continuous, and finglly to what is
differentiated by some essence. Each of these divisions, in turn, is
divided into further, more particular types, This part, which iz
summarized at the end of the book as well, is relatively straightforward
and can be seen as an effort to develop a coherent and detailed
classification of the things said to be ‘one,” the theme of Aristotie’s
Metaphysicy 5.6, 10.1 and Physics 1.1.

That which is more difficult to understand, and for which Aristotle's
writings, such as Metaphysics 5.6 and Metaphysics 10, or commentaries
on these writings—such as those of Averroes and Aquinas—do not
prepare us except to a limited extent, is the theme treated in the centrai
parts of Alfarabi‘s book, which deal with the many ways int which things
are said to be ‘many,’” the elaborate account of the various types of
opposition between ‘onc’ and ‘many,’ the ‘many’ generated from each
one of the classes of ‘one,” and the various ways in which ‘one’ and
‘many’ are related to one another, Still, what Alfarabi does here can be
seen as the natural extension of the discussion of the ways in which
things are said to be ‘one’ to the ways in which things are said to be
‘many,’ and to the relation between the ways in which things aresaidto
be ‘one’ and the ways in which things are said to be ‘many.* Some
readers might find it particularly difficult to understand how Alfarabi
could pursue an elaborate discussion of the genration of “many’ from
‘one’ that makes no reference to the cosmological account of the
erigination or emangation of many things from the First One, an account
that dominates the first parts of his Firtucus City and Political Regime.
In fact, there is no hint of such an account, and in this On One gnd Unity
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