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Introduction 

Course content  
"Applied Linguistics" covers the main areas of applying linguistic knowledge in specific 
professions, particularly teaching English and translation. The course surveys areas such 
as error analysis and interlanguage, language testing and evaluation, learning and 
teaching, syllabus and curriculum design, and communication skills. In addition, it 
discusses approaches to first and second language acquisition and language planning. 
Course rationale  
The course has been suggested because:  
1) It satisfies the need of knowing the possible applications of language studies. 
2) It prepares students for further study in one of the fields of language teaching and 

language planning OR OTHER AL FIELDS 
3) It enables students to develop different aspects of Applied Linguistics. 
Course objectives  
By the end of the course, students should be able to :  
1- Demonstrate knowledge of the main areas of Applied Linguistics. 
2- Show understanding of language learning and teaching. 
3- Be able to analyze and use specific language applications in areas such as, teaching 

methodology, lesson planning, curriculum and syllabus design, and language evaluation. 
4- Demonstrate practical skills in applying certain methodology in applied linguistics. 
Teaching methods  
The course makes use of the following teaching/learning methods: 

1- Lectures given by the teacher.           2- Teacher-prepared notes and handouts. 
3- Live sessions.                                         4- students' feedback (ongoing development.) 
5- Group discussion.                                  6- Class Quizzes and assignments. 

 

Course evaluation  
Attendance: 10%,   Participation: 10%,   Assignments: 10%,    Final exam: 70% 
References  
Main Textbook: 
1- Cook, Guy (2003).Applied Linguistics. Oxford, Oxford University Press. 
2- Davies, D. Royy (2007). An Introduction to Applied Linguistics. Edinburgh , Edinburgh 

University Press . 
3- Difference book chapters as will be listed in the lectures. 
Reference(s:) 
1- Brown , Douglas (2006). The Principles of Language Learning and Teaching. New 

York, Pearson ESL. 
Websites: 
1- www.barnesandnoble.corn 
2- KFU Webcity material 
3- Saudi Universities Online materials (Internet sites) 

 

http://www.barnesandnoble.corn/
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Lecture 1 
 

The need for applied linguistics  
-Language is at the heart of human life. 
-Without it, many of our most important activities are inconceivable . 
-Examples include practicing religions, parenting, education....etc. 

 

For these reasons, there are several linguistic decisions that we can make. E.g. 
-What language skills should children attain beyond basic literacy ? 
-Should children speaking a dialect be encouraged to maintain it or steered towards 

the standard form of a language?  
-In multi-lingual communities, which language should be used in schools?  
-Should everyone learn a foreign language? and which one? 
       -To name but a few. 

 

IS AL confined to education?   NO  
E.g. - Language change. Should it be accepted as an inevitable fact or should change be 

controlled in some way? 
- Some languages are dying out. Should that be prevented? and, if so, how?  
- Should the growth of English as the international lingua franca be welcomed or 

deplored?  
- Is language being used for political oppression? if so, should something be done 

about it? CDA!  
      -To name but a few! 

 

Definition of AL (applied linguistic) 
The questions show a relationship between linguistics and decision making in the 
real world.  
AL is the academic discipline that is concerned with the relation of knowledge 
about language to decision making in the real world .  

 
- What is AL? 
- Why do we need it? 

 

---------------------------------------- 
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Lecture 2 

The scope of applied linguistics 
 

Class-1 Definition of AL 
The questions show a relationship between linguistics and decision making in the real 
world. 
AL is the academic discipline that is concerned with the relation of knowledge about 
language to decision making in the real world . 

 

Examples! 
1- Language and education 

a-  First language education: when a child studies their home language or languages. 
b- Additional-language education: (second language education and foreign language 

education). 
c- Clinical linguistics: the study and treatment of speech and communication 

impairments. 
d- Language testing: the assessment and evaluation of language achievement and 

proficiency ,both in first and additional languages, and for both general and specific 
purposes. 

 

2-  Language and work 
a- Workplace communication: the study of how language is used in the workplace, 

and how it contributes to the nature and power relations of different types of 
work. (e.g .pilot-operator language/politeness). 

b- Language planning: the making of decisions, often supported by legislation, about 
the official status of languages and their institutional use, including their use in 
education . 

c- Forensic linguistics: the deployment of linguistic evidence in criminal and other 
legal investigations. (e.g. plagiarism). 

 

3- Language, information, and effect 
a- Critical discourse analysis (CDA): the study of the relationship between linguistic 

choices and effects in persuasive uses of language and the counteracting of this 
through analysis. (news agencies). 

b- Translation and interpretation: 
the formulation of principles underlying the perceived equivalence between a 
stretch of language and its translation, and the practices of translating written text 
and interpreting spoken language. 

c- Lexicography : 
The planning and compiling of both monolingual and bilingual dictionaries, and 
other language reference works such as thesauri . 

 

Other areas? 
Conversation analysis 
Corpus linguistics 
Psycholinguistics 

We will look at these areas in more detail in the coming lectures. 
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Lecture 3 
 

Linguistics   & applied linguistics: a difficult relationship 

Are they the same ? 
First what is LINGUISTICS?  
The academic discipline concerned with the study of language in general. 
(generalities) 
 

- Abstract idealization vs. The way language is experienced? 
 

One idealization is that used in ‘generative linguistics’ introduced by Noam Chomsky. 
 

Competence vs Performance ? 

Competence: the representation of language in the mind. 
Performance: the way in which people actually use language in everyday life . 
 

Which one is more important according to Chomsky?  
- Competence 

 

Chomsky also proposed that internal language is biological rather than social . 
 

Chomsky vs .Sociolinguistics  

Sociolinguistics :the focus of this field is very much upon the relationship between 
language and society. 

Similar to Chomsky’s ideas about language? 
 

Functional linguistics: the concern is with language as a means of communication, the 

purpose it fulfils, and how people actually use their language . 
 

- Here comes Corpus linguistics in which vast databanks containing millions of words of 
actual language in use can be searched within seconds to yield extensive information 
about word frequencies and combinations which is not revealed by intuition . 
 

Sociolinguistics, functional linguistics, corpus linguistics vs. generative linguistics 

Which ones are closer to applied linguistics? 
Hint: AL is the academic discipline that is concerned with the relation of knowledge 
about language to decision making in the real world. 
 

 

Conclusion :linguistics and AL 

AL must refer to the findings and theories of linguistics, choosing among the different 
schools and approaches, and making these theories relevant to the problem in hand 
(the problem being solved(. 
- The lectures that follow will focus on this relation between linguistic theories and 

decision making in the real world. 
-------- 
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Lecture 4 
 

Prescribing and describing: popular and academic views of ‘correctness’ 

AL links knowledge and decision making (Choosing the correct decision  (  

Correctness: expert views vs. everyone’s experience. 
E.g. language education of children - Dialects - Don’t say that, say this! 
 

 

Children’s language at home and school 
Children speak idiosyncratically (e.g. I brang it / I brought it( 
- Parents and errors 
- Teachers and errors (correctness / spoken-written( 

 

British child in an American school  
- ‘I’ve gotten it’ vs. I’ve got it’ 
- Color vs. Colour  !  
 

Peer pressure! 
 

------ (Standard vs. Dialect) 
The standard: is generally used in written communication, taught in schools and codified 
in dictionaries and grammar books. 

Dialects are regional and social-class varieties of the language which differ from the 

standard in pronunciation, grammar, and vocabulary, and are seldom written down at all. 
 

Should dialects be welcomed in schools? 
A heated debate 

 

Description vs. prescription 
Description :Saying what does happen 

Prescription :saying what ought to happen 

Science   & Botany: describe or prescribe? 
Linguistics ? (It’s I vs. It’s me – two water/s…etc( 

 

Questions? 

----- 
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Lecture 5 
 

Last week: Description vs. prescription  
Description: Saying what does happen 
Prescription: saying what ought to happen  
Science & Botany: describe or prescribe? 
Linguistics? (It's I vs. It's me - two water/s...etc) 
 

Description or prescription? 

Some linguists tend to favour description and argue that: 
 

1- If there was never any deviation from the norm, then languages would never change. 
We would still be saying 'wherefore art thou?' instead of 'why are you' (Shakespeare)  

 

2-  If a single standard was absolute and unassailable then regional standards would 
never gain independence. American vs. British dictionaries and spelling. 

 

3- The standard form of a language is often very similar to the usage of the most 
economically and politically powerful class or region, for example southern England in 
Britain and Castile in Spain. It can be regarded as a dominant dialect which, for 
political rather than linguistic reasons, has been elevated and codified. Consequently, 
when the balance of power changes, so does the notion of the standard . 

 

4- Some supposedly correct forms, in the standard variety, have been invented and 
imposed by grammarians through analogy with another language. Probably the best 
known example in English is the claim, based on a rule imported from Latin, that one 
should say 'This is I' instead of 'This is me.' 

 
On the other hand, in many practical activities it is impossible to proceed without some 
notion of correct language use. In areas such as speech therapy, foreign language 
teaching, and language testing, for example, it is hard to see how the activity could exist 
at all if there were not some yardstick to measure success. 
 

-Criteria of correctness may change and they are more often implicit than explicit but 
they must nevertheless exist  .  

 

-A major task for applied linguists is to bring out what these criteria are and how they 
are decided. For decision making, AL must first investigate what it means to know a 
language and to use it well, presenting its findings in ways which are relevant and 
useful to professionals such as teachers and speech therapists. 

 
--------------------------- 
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Lecture 6 

 

The acquisition of language. 
 

Language acquisition is fascinating. 
(e.g. first language (1_1) acquisition is effortless). 
Language acquisition is not possible without: 

1- a biologically based predisposition (readiness) to acquire language. In other words, 
people need to be biologically ready to acquire language. 

2- experience with language in the environment. 
 

A biological predisposition for language 
This is called the 'nativist model of language acquisition.' 
All biologically based systems require 'environmental input' to stimulate development. 
(e.g. eyes, muscles) 
In language acquisition, brains provide this predisposition. 

 

Experience with language in the environment 
 -No input ? no acquisition 

 

But input without 'something' to process it is not sufficient for acquisition. 
 

-Here came the idea of the 'Language acquisition device' LAD (Chomsky, 1965)  
- It includes: 1- Universal Grammar.  
                       2- Acquisition strategies. 
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Acquisition strategies determine what will be the most salient and easily acquired 
aspects of language (e.g. sensitivity to regularities such as prefixes, infixes, and suffixes) 
For instance, past tense -ed is regular 

1- Walk + ed = walked  
2- Go + ed = goed* (temporary) 

 

Characteristics of the language in the environment 
The primary purpose of the child's linguistic environment is to provide information 
about the language the child is acquiring (i.e. positive evidence). 

 
Who are the providers of positive evidence? 
Parents, care-takers, siblings, and other people who interact with the child. 

 
Should we 'teach' children language? 
USA vs. some Brazilian tribes (linguistic exogamy) 
-unlike endogamy 
-Some children are rarely talked to.  
Children end up acquiring language 
 
1-We don't need to "teach" children language.  
2-Care givers need to provide linguistic input to their children.  
3-Information must be conveyed in an interactive setting.  
 

Rewarding for imitation, altering the way of speaking & error correction are not 
necessary to guarantee successful language acquisition. 

 
To be continued 

 

--------------------------- 
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Lecture 7 
 

Let’s look at the language production of a child. 
  

Braine (1971)       

 
 

Children mostly hear ‘positive evidence’ or input and rarely hear ‘negative evidence’ or 
ungrammatical language. 
E.g. word order is acquired at 14 months (before 2-word sentences = before receiving 
any feedback on it) 
 

Developmental stages  
There are universal milestones or steps (i.e. all children acquire languages at similar 
rates.) 
 

What is the first stage?         

Pre-birth to 12 months       
Pre-birth sensitivity to language.  
Hearing begins to develop around 18 weeks of gestation. (4 months) 
By the third trimester, the fetus responds to auditory stimulation. 
38 weeks old fetuses have a preference for their own mothers’ voice over that of a 
stranger. (8.8 months( 
 

After birth, children recognise their mother language as distinct from other languages. 
 

1st six months 
Coos, gurgles. 
 

2nd six months 
Babbling (e.g. single syllables –CV). 
The consonant is usually a stop sound. Vowel is /a/ 
The vocalizations have sentence-like intonation.  
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12-24 months 
First word -12-18 months (one-word-stage). 
 

This is also called a ‘holophrastic period’  
(e.g. milk - I want milk - the cat is drinking milk..etc.). 

 

Under extension vs. overextension. 
( e.g. flower X rose vs. dog= cat). 

 

Underextension is a case in which the child will acquire a word for a particular thing and 
fail to extend it to other subjects in the same category (e.g. the child knows that a rose is 
flower but can’t use it with other flowers(. 
 

Overextension is when the child will extend a word incorrectly to other similar things 
(e.g. the child knows the word dog but s/he uses it to describe other animals such as 
cats or horses( 
 

When the child’s vocabulary reaches about 50 words, the child starts putting words 
together and s/he starts learning new words quickly. 
 

-6 year old children roughly know 8000-14000 words. 
Average of 4-8 new words everyday. 

 

Preschool years 
-Children show knowledge of L1 word-order . 
 

-Sentences start to lengthen. 
-Mean length of utterances (MLU). (free & bound morphemes in a language sample/ the 
number of utterances . 
There is high correlation between MLU and age. 

 
Hanna (23 month old girl)  

 

 
 

What can you notice  ?  

1- No bound morphemes or tense markers on verbs or plural markers. 
2- No subjects 
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Third year  
Sentences gradually lengthen, bound morphemes and function word emerge . 
Morphemes emerge gradually in a similar order (e.g. -ing present progressive - Kitty 
sleeping) 
Past tense mistakes (e.g. ‘goed’ indicate overgeneralization) 
 

At age 3 
Complex sentences are produced (with variation  (.  
-I want Mommy do it. 
-I see you sit down. 
-Watch me draw circles 
 

Children begin producing relative clauses spontaneously around the age of 3-4 
 

Age 5-6 
In general, there is a considerable period between the time a child first uses a form and 
consistent use of it (e.g. past tense). 
At around 5-6, language become more systematic 
 

7,8   & 9 year olds start to use derivational morphemes (e.g. -ness, -ful and –ment). 
 

Discourse ability & metalinguistic awareness develop as children grow older. 
 

------------------------------------ 
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Lecture 8 
Media   & communication 

Media is at the heart of human life . 

We are bombarded with information every single day. 
 

Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) 

- There is of course, in any communication an inevitable selection and omission of 

information.  

- media editors must choose which events to cover, how much space to devote to 

each, and which facts to emphasize or omit . 

- This in itself not wrong. 
 

- But the selection and omission reflect the values of the writer and the view of the 

world he or she wishes to encourage in their reader. 

- What is interesting to ALs is the presentation of the same facts in ways which, while 

not altering the truth of what is said, influence the reader’s attitudes about 

something. 
 

 

The classic example of the glass (half full / half empty) will give you different  
impressions. Another example is when food is described as "90% fat-free or 10% fat". 
Both are equally true but someone on diet might find ’90% fat-free’ more attractive . 
 

 

For this reason ,AL attempts to analyse language and raise people’s awareness about 
these manipulations . 
- The analysis of such language and its effects is known as critical linguistics. 

- If it is placed in larger social context and seen in part of a process of social change ,it is 

known as Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA). 
 

CDA 

Definition: Functional description of the linguistic choices that a person / organisation 
makes to construct a text. 
It is also interested in discovering how X is represented in Y source. 

 

What do we mean by choices? 

1 -Vocabulary of judgment: 

 - ‘ regime’ for ‘government’ or ‘murder’ for  ‘ killing.’ 

2 - Referring to a country by name or by its inhabitants. 

 - Spain complained to Russia/ the Russians 

 - People of X country/ we OR our. 
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3- Grammatical choices 

(e.g. passivisation and nominalisation) are less apparent without linguistic analysis. 

a- Passivisation: the favoring of passive sentences over active ones .(e.g. Five 

children were killed in the air attack vs. the pilot killed five children). 

b- Nominalisation :when actions are referred to by nouns as if they, rather than 

the people doing them, were the doers (subjects) . 

For example, saying ‘Genetic modification is a powerful/ dangerous technique’ 

instead of ‘Researchers who modify genes have a great deal of power .’ 
 

Is CDA confined to politics?   No 

- It affects many aspects of our lives . 

- There is a pressing need to develop awareness of how language is used in the 

presentation of technical information. This is an applied linguistic issue in which CDA has 

a particularly important role to play. 
 

Problems  ?  

There is a risk of attributing too much intentionality to the writer and too much 

passivity to the reader. 

 
----------------------------------- 
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Lecture 9 

Sometimes you may wish to do a detailed analysis of a huge language sample. 
For instance, to find out the most frequent words in a language sample. 

 

 

 
 
Corpus linguistics 
Definition? 
CL is “the study of language based on examples of ‘real life’ language use"  
McEnry   & Wilson (2001) 
1 Corpus, 2 corpora  
 

Corpora 
The British national corpus (BNC) 
The Corpus of Contemporary American English (COCA) 
The Longman learners’ corpus (learner language) 

 
 

 

Categories 

 
 

Uses   & functions 
1- Computing :e.g. natural language processing 
2- Linguistics :e.g. the study of linguistic competence or performance as revealed in 

naturally occurring data (descriptive grammar or Critical Discourse Analysis.) 
3- Language teaching: e.g. ESP. 

 

CL and CDA 
CDA = How is X represented in Y source? 
(e.g. Saudi Women in Fox news) Agent vs. theme 

 

 

Pre/post computer era 

Edward Thorndike 1921 
4.5 million words corpus 

most frequent   30000 words 
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 Uses of CL in CDA? 

1- Collocations (e.g. look for collocations of Saudi/Muslim/women…etc.) 
2- Concordance patterns: a list of all of the occurrences of a particular search term 

in a corpus, presented within the context that they occur in. 
3- Keywords patterns: lexical items that show marked frequency in one text 

compared to another. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Collocations of ‘ISLAM’ in COCA 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Concordance lines of ‘Radical Islam’ 
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Keywords of ‘Saudi women’ 

 
 

 
 

  
 

CL   & ELT 
Barlow (2002) says there are many uses of CL in in ELT: 

-Syllabus design 
-Materials development 
-Classroom activities 

 

Uses of CL in language learning 
L2 learners and central/typical uses of a word. 

CL   & grammar/spelling checkers 
Collocation checking 

phrase finding  - writing classes 

Covers different topics 

Dictionaries vs .Corpora 
  

Thank you! 
------------------- 
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Lecture 10 
 

Second language acquisition (SLA) 

-Bilingualism /multilingualism is the norm ,monolingualism is the exception . 

- There are millions of second language L2 learners worldwide. 
 

Definition : 

Second language acquisition or SLA is the process of learning other languages once the 

first language is established. 
 

Since language learning is at the heart of human life, there are many questions that can 

be asked about SLA . 

Here we look at some of these questions divided into some topical categories: 
 

1-  Learner characteristics  

Here we can ask questions about the learners themselves. For example, who are 

language learners? we can ask questions about their ethnicity, native language, level of 

education, abilities, strengths/ weaknesses, and personality. 

- These variables can affect learners’ success in SLA. 
 

2- Linguistic factors 

What is language? what are the similarities/ differences between learners’ first 

language and the second language being learned? What properties of the L2 might be 

difficult for a learner to master? 

- These are important questions to language teachers. They need to understand how 

these linguistic factors affect language learning. 
 

3- learning processes 

What cognitive processes are used in second language learning? what strategies are 

available to L2 learners? how important are factors like frequency, attention to 

form/meaning, and memory? 

- These variables describe the processes of SLA. 
 

4- Age and acquisition 

When should we start L2 teaching? what is age effect ? are children better than adults in 

SLA ? How can we account for age effects? 

- Research shows contrasting results but in general, children are better in the long run. 
 

5- Purpose 

Why are L2 learners attempting to acquire a second language? What are their purposes? 

(e.g. getting a job, school requirement, or wishing to identify closely to the culture and 

people of the L2) 

- There is an influence of the purpose/motivation on the success of acquisition. 
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6- Instructional variables 

Is ‘natural’ L2 acquisition more effective than learning an L2 in schools? Is there any role 

of instruction (i.e. teaching)? What are the effects of teaching methods ,textbooks, and 

teacher styles? What is the role of teachers?  

- Answering these questions help language teachers choose the right teaching method, 

the right materials, and the right activities. 
 

We will focus on the role of instruction in lecture 11. 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------ 
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Lecture 11 
 

English Language Teaching (ELT)  :  
First teaching methods: 

1- The direct method: 
- In this method the teaching is done entirely in the target language. 
- The learner is not allowed to use his or her mother tongue. 
-  Grammar rules are avoided and there is emphasis on good pronunciation. 

 

2-Grammar Translation method: 
There is a focus on grammatical rules , memorization of vocabulary, translation of 
texts ,and doing written exercises . 

- Here, grammatical rules are the basis for translating from/to the second language. 
 

Characteristics: 

1- Classes are taught in the mother tongue; little use of the L2. 
2- Much vocabulary taught in the form of lists of isolated words. 

3- Reading of difficult classical texts. 

4- Occasional drills and exercises in translating sentences from L1 to L2. 
5- Little or no attention to pronunciation. 

 

Criticism: 
It does virtually nothing to enhance a student’s communicative ability in the 
language . 
 

3- Audiolingual method (ALM): 
There is an overemphasis on oral production drills. Advocates of this method 
rejected the principles of Grammar Translation method and particularly the 
importance of grammar knowledge in language acquisition . 

- There is much practice of dialogues of many situations. 
 

4- Communicative language teaching (CLT): 
The focus of this method is to enable the learner to communicate effectively and 

appropriately in the various situations s/he would be likely to find himself/herself in. 
The content of CLT courses are functions such as inviting ,suggesting, complaining or 
notions such as the expression of time, quantity, or location. 

 

Characteristics: 
1- Communication is central. 
2-Teachers help learners in any way that motivates them to work with the language. 

3- Fluency and acceptable language is the primary goal . 
4- Students are expected to interact with other people. 
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An important note 
Is there one single method that is effective for all situations/contexts? No . 

-Language teachers may wish to use different teaching methods to achieve the 
educational objectives they have in mind. 

 

Task-based language teaching (TBLT) 
- TBLT is currently popular. 

- Recently ,there has been a shift of focus from ‘teaching’ methods to ‘tasks’ that 

learners engage in while learning a second language. 

- Language teachers design tasks and ask students to perform those tasks (e.g. order 
food from a restaurant, write the laws of a dream country, write a formal letter..etc.).  

 

Why TBLT? 
1- It is relevant to learners’ real-life language needs. 
2- Tasks are motivating. 
3- Tasks allow focus on ‘language forms’ and ‘meaning.’ 
4- L2 production is less stressful. 
5- It is learner-centered. 

 
Teachers can also employ some of the current teaching methods such as cooperative 
language learning (e.g. groups ,cooperating/competing to accomplish language tasks). 

 

Thank you! 
 

------------------------------------- 
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Lecture 12 
Syllabuses and coursebooks 
There are many issues course designers have to consider. These include: 
-The theoretical framework of the book. 
-The activities in the coursebook (what does research suggest about their effectiveness). 
- What topics to include. 
- The culture of students/materials. 
- Learners’ characteristics. 

 

Once these issues have been considered, course designers can then work on the 
organisation of the materials, namely the syllabus. 
 

What is it ?   
Syllabus design concerns the selection of items to be learnt and the grading of those 
items into an appropriate sequence. 
 

Syllabus design is different from curriculum design in that the latter is also concerned 
with planning, implementation, evaluation, and the management of education 
programs. 
 

Criteria 
When designers put syllabuses together they have to consider each item for inclusion on 
the basis of a number of criteria. 
This will help them decide on  
1) what items to include and 2) where to include them. 
 

 

- Some of these criteria are: 
1  - Learnability 
Some grammatical/lexical items are easier for students than other. Thus we teach easier 
items first then increase the level of difficulty as the students’ language level rises. For 
example, it is easier to teach uses of ‘was’ and ‘were’ immediately after teaching the 
uses of ‘is’ and ‘are .’ 

 

2  – Frequency 
-It would make sense, especially at beginning levels, to include items which are more 

frequent in the language, than ones that are only used occasionally by native speakers  . 
-For example, the word ‘knife’ is more frequent than the word ‘dagger’. This means we 

should teach ‘knife’ first . 
- Corpora can help  !  

 

3 - Coverage 
Some words/grammatical structures have greater coverage (scope for use) than others. 
Thus we might decide to introduce ‘going to’ future before ‘the present continuous with 
future reference- I’m playing football tomorrow’ if we could show that ‘going to’ could 
be used in more situations than present continuous . 

. 
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4  – Usefulness 
The reason that words like ‘book’ and ‘pen’ are used highly in classrooms is that they are 
useful in that context/situation. In the same way, words for family members occur early 
on in a student’s learning life because they are useful in that context. 

 

To be continued..… 
Thank you  !  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Lecture 13 
Different syllabuses/syllabi 
There are various ways to organise/design a syllabus. 

 

1- The grammar syllabus 

This is the commonest type of syllabus. The items are sequenced/organised in such a 
way that the students gradually acquire knowledge of grammar. 
Here, we have units devoted to verb ‘to be ,’the present simple, present continuous, 
countable and uncountable nouns, the present perfect, etc . 

 

2-  The lexical syllabus 

It is possible to organise a syllabus on the basis of vocabulary and lexis to create a 
lexical syllabus . 

- This can be more difficult than what people think because there are issues to 
consider here such as: 

 

a- vocabulary of different topics (e.g. art, clothes, etc.). 
b- word-formation (suffixes, prefixes ,etc.). 
c- words and grammar. For example, should we teach phrasal verbs (e.g. live up to, walk 

down, etc.) be taught as simple multi-word lexical items or as a grammatical class? 
To mention but a few . 

 

3-  The functional syllabus 

Syllabi can also be 22organized on the basis of ‘communicative function’. These 
language functions are events which ‘do things’ such as inviting, promising, and 
agreeing or disagreeing. 

 

4- The situational syllabus 

Here ,the syllabus is organised on the basis of ‘different real-life situations’ rather than 
grammar, lexical items, or functions. A situational syllabus might look something like 
this: 
A  - At the bank 
B - At the supermarket 
C- At the restaurant  
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5- The topic-based syllabus 

Units are organised on the basis of different topics .It might look something like this: 

1- Weather 
2- Sports 
3- Literature 

 

6- The task-based syllabus 

A task-based syllabus lists a series of tasks, and may later list some, or all ,of the 
language to be used in those tasks. 
- Task types are 1) listing, 2) ordering, 3) comparing, 4) problem solving, 5 )sharing 

personal experiences, and 6) creative tasks. 
 

  - Tasks can also be divided into different topics. 
For example: 

1- Clockface 

a - telling the time from a clockface ,positioning the hands of a clock to show a 
given time. 

b - telling the time from a twelve hour clock and a twenty-four hour clock. 
 

2- Geography 
 a- describing weather in tropical countries. 
 b- comparing weather in different parts of the world. 

…etc .  
 

Thank you  !  
---------------------------------------- 
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Lecture 14 
Language testing 

Why do we have tests? 
There are four main reasons for testing which give rise to four test categories: 

 

1- Placement tests 
placing new students in the right class in a school is facilitated with the use of placement 
tests. Usually this is based on the syllabuses students are going to follow once their 
level has been decided on . 
 

2- Diagnostic tests 
Those are used to expose learner difficulties, gaps in their knowledge, and skill 
deficiencies during a course )not before the course). Then, teachers can identify those 
areas and do something about them. 

 

3-Progress   / achievement tests   
These are designed to measure learners’ language and skill progress in relation to the 

syllabus they have been following. 
- Achievement tests only work if it contains items that students are familiar with (e.g . 

similar- not identical- reading texts and vocabulary items). 
 

- Progress tests can be taken at the end of each unit whereas achievement tests are 
taken at the end of a term. 

 

4- Proficiency tests 
Proficiency tests give a general picture of students’ knowledge and ability. These are 
used as stages people have to reach if they want to be admitted to a foreign university, 
get a job, or obtain some kind of certificate . 

 
 

Characteristics of a good test 
How can we judge the effectiveness of any test? 

 1- Validity 

A test is valid if it tests what it is supposed to test. Thus, it is not valid to test writing 

ability with a multiple-choice question . 
 

 2- Reliability 

A reliable test should give consistent results. For example, if the same group of 
students took the same test twice within two days- without reflecting of the first 
test - they should get the same results on each session. Or, if they took another 
similar test, the results should be consistent . 
- One way to ensure reliability is to make sure that test instructions are clear. 

 

Thank you!  
 

Done by :   trook 


