Shakespeare
                                                     Lecture2

Today we will start with our course; first we will have an introduction on the age, a revision on what you have studied last year.  This course will be on the Elizabethan tragedy. So what is this Elizabethan age that we are talking about??? Where does it exist???
The age is named after Queen Elizabeth she ruled at that time, was she the only one that ruled for hundred years???
No, then we is the aged named after her???
Because of her role during that period, her role in what???Was it only in literature???No...
Her role was so huge in all aspects: in literature, politics, in social issues…during that time so, because of her influence the age was named after her.
What concerns us about her is, her interest in literature especially drama, in theater at that time.
When was the Elizabethan age???What century are we talking about???
This is a map for the ages related to English literature:
  

Now all these ages have representative literature, but can you see things that can't appear to be English???
Yes, like Greek and roman, in Greece and Italy these are not England but these ages are related to English literature how???
We said that we are going to study the Elizabethan drama but this drama did not exist out of nothing, anything exists with relation to other things surrounding it. So, we cannot study the English literature or drama as something by its self abstract from all other things, everything has roots, everything is attached past, present and future.
Why is it important to know the things that happened before and the things that happened after?
Because you will understand the literature of that age, the Elizabethan drama was influenced by the things that happened before.
If we wanted speck by numbers by years to make it easier for us:
What year is this??The modern age??
It is the 20th century and late 19th century
Victorian age 19th century
Restoration 18th century
Elizabethan age from the middle of the 16th century to the middle of the 17th century
Medieval 15th-16th century
Roman 13th-14th century
Greek 12th -13
Primitive age is before the birth of Christ. Was there drama in the primitive age?
There were no theaters or plays but there is primitive drama. What's drama??What's a play??
It is action. What kind of action? When you do some action is it called a play? No 
What is acting?
Person pretends to be in a situation, doing something which is not real, so it is words put in a certain action for a purpose so this is what existed in the primitive age.
In the primitive age people do not believe in god but they believe in a kind of power, the power of nature, if it rains they believe it’s a punishment, and when they need rain they do a kind of religious prayers. So, they believe in a power that gives and takes.
What kind of prayers???It is these kinds of plays, a group people would come in the middle of the village and would say certain words and actions a pray to nature to help them, to save them. So, this kind of imitation is like a play they are doing things for purpose.
Later on with the Greeks before Christ, they were modern in a sense, they had huge theaters.
What is so specific about their theater???
It is similar to a football stadium, people are seated in a circle and the actors are in the bottom middle doing their play. The building itself is very architecture.
They had no microphones, how could the audience sitting at the top see the expressions on the actors face or hear his voice??? 
They used masks, so they developed means to develop their skills. So, a character holds a number of masks and the expressions on the masks are drown in a big way: one mask for a laughing person, another for a sad person, shouting, crying..Etc
So when the role is about someone angry the character will put on the angry mask so that the people will see. What about the voice???
They used to shout, and the structure of the theater reflects an echo.
We are saying all these things to emphasize that since the Greek time there were buildings of theaters, and the best drama existed at that time.
The rules of tragedies were established at the time of the Greek theater.
Aristotle is a Greek philosopher and he established the rules of drama. His famous book is The Poetics , he has given the definition of a play , the rules of a play and what should a play be, what are the features of tragedy, what are the features of comedy all these things related to theater and related to plays, all these things exists in The Poetics. It is a very influential book.
How influential???
Because we will see that until now the play writes follow mainly the basic structure of Aristotle's theater.
So at that time there were plays that had great influence even on the modern drama. 
After the Greeks came the roman drama. The roman civilization is as great as the Greek civilization. The Romans also had ample or huge theaters.
Do you know what is so specific about the roman people???
What brought their destruction?
The Romans were very violent by nature, during their time there were lots of wars. The plays reflect the way that they were living. If you read their plays you see how cruel the language and the scenery are. There is a lot of revenge .Seneca, a philosopher, is always related of the theme of revenge of blood, he invented it. So, this can be reflected on the coming ages.
So the roman age is after Christ until the 4th century or till the middle of the 5th century.
Then came the medieval age, here starts what could be called English drama in England. So, what is before is not English drama. It started from 5th- 16th century.
What are the most important features about the middle ages??
It is called the dark ages. Dark in what?
In thinking, perception. It was the age of insignificance in whole Europe, all the previous civilization disappeared with the Romans, and then whole Europe entered the dark ages in which they had no civilization at all.
During the middle ages in 14th-15th century started what is called the renaissance, what does this word mean?
It is the rebirth, the Europeans realized that they must regain their civilization compared to the eastern part of the world, which was very civilized at the time of the Islamic impair even in the coming of the prophet Mohammad in the 7th century, and in the Othman empire from 13th-17th century, with the Turks and their civilization regardless to what had been said about their cruelty. The eastern world was in civilization with the spread of Islam, and reached parts of Europe.
Europeans understood that they can't restore their civilization out of nothing, so they went back to their roots, to the culture of the Romans and the Greeks ,but it was difficult for them because their literature was written in old Latin. Only people of church could read Latin,
Before in the dark ages the religious people were in control at that time no one could read the bible, so now for the Europeans to regain their civilization they must learn the language of the bible, so, people in Italy and France they started translating the bible to their own language so they be able to learn the literature of the previous ages.
What we care about is the kind of civilization that started in the Middle Ages, with the rebirth of classical literature a new literature started to exist at that time in England; it's called the medieval literature it started in Italy and France and spread to other parts of Europe.
What kind of genres of literature that existed at that time???
Drama and poetry, if we are talking about drama it said that real English tragedy started with Chaucer in his c Canterbury tales, which are very influential in English literature.
In the middle ages what kind of plays existed at that time???
Religious plays even the topics of the play are taken from the bible, plays started inside the church at the beginning because they did not have theaters, but how???
Clergies wanted to teach people moral issues, so they started to quote parts of the bible and recite it in front of people in order to encourage them to come to the church, because some of the people started to abandon their churches .so, some of the clergies thought if they could find away to make the issues of the bible interesting to the people they might come. So they thought of like to clergies standing in front of the other telling a story from the bible to each other in front of the people who are sitting. And the structure of the church is similar to the theater. In this way people started to be interested in coming to church, and there number started to increase so the church couldn't encompass them. So, they start to act outside the church, in the church yard and then the number became so huge so one of the strict clergies said that the church has not become a church anymore it has became a place of entertainment so they abandoned the church yard, then the clergies thought of building special places for these performances . And by this started the building of theaters.
So the early theaters in England were not built in the border of London they were built outside London for political reasons even for health reasons, because of plagues they were afraid that maybe with the crowds plagues might spread in the city, that’s way the lat it be outside London.
We have the mystery plays and the miracle plays as an example of medieval drama.
What are the topics of these plays???
Stories of the bible and the messengers of God as well as problems and issues from the community itself.  So we are saying up to the middle 15th -16th centuries is the middle age and the middle of the 16th-17th is the Elizabethan age.
The representative playwrights at that time (Elizabethan age):
Christopher Marlow
William Shakespeare
Ben Jonson
Thomas Kidd 
We will talk now about the Elizabethan age, it's about a hundred years, from mid 16th-mid17 century.
We said that the Elizabethan age was named after Queen Elizabeth for her great achievements in all fields which affected the English literature in a good way. But that does not mean that she lived for a hundred years. No, there are other fazes of this age so, the Elizabethan age started 1550-1660 =16th-17th century.


These are the phases of the Elizabethan age:  
You should memorize all these dates especially 1642 it's very important.
The Elizabethan age (1558-1603) :
The age was named after her for many reasons:
During her age she made a kind of compromise between the two parties of the church: the Catholics and the Protestants and she were strict enough to control them. So, they could not have the kind of conflict that used to appear in the middle ages. She allowed the opening and building of theaters. So, at her age the number of theaters started to increase in England.
Why was she loved by her people???
At her age England prospered, flourished in many aspects. Europe at that time was full of conflicts between countries Italy, France, England all parts of Europe, and England was all the time attacked by its neighbors especially from Spain it was always attacked by the Spanish armada. So, the English boarder was always threatened by its neighbors.
So, Queen Elizabeth was able to establish a very strong army at that time which was able to save the border of England.
A very important event that happened at her age was the defeat of the Spanish armada; it was an army that came with strong ships from the sea. This victory increased the sense of pride among the English people that they were able to defeat the strong Spanish armada this sense of happiness and pride increased the sense of pride, that led to patriotism .so, national love for the country existed as an outcome of these feelings.
All these great feelings were reflected on the literature of that age especially plays they are full of the feelings of pride and love for England.
So, the age of Queen Elizabeth was the best age of drama her age was called the golden age of drama the golden age of theater why???
Because the best English plays existed at the beginning of the Elizabethan age, great playwrights existed at the beginning of the age we mentioned them before like Ben Jonson Shakespeare…
The number of theaters increased, Shakespeare's theater was called The Globe Theater
So, as we said, at the beginning of the Elizabethan age there were no built theaters, plays were acted in inns and in markets and streets by locals.
What are interludes?
They are short plays acted by wanderers who move from one city to the other, they go to inns and people living in there would watch the actors perform their plays in the yards of the inns. The number increased so the authorities prevented them for two reasons:
1. Religious reason clergies thought it is a waste of time, just entertainment
2. For health reasons because of their fear from plagues spreading in the city due to over numbered of people gathered in one place.
The actors wanted to perform so they started to think of building a place that would encounter their performance so they built the first theater which was called the theater and then with the increase of the number of playwrights, who started to write more and more plays, and they started to have more actors who became more and more professional actors, like Shakespeare he was an actor..His family had problems so he had to work even in taking care of horses, but the experience of watching plays and actors acting and directing improved his skills in play righting..There was a play that needed an actor for a minor role and he volunteered. He started as an actor and ended as a writer .was he accepted among other famous playwrights that existed at that time????
No, they rejected him although his plays are equal to them, and sometimes maybe better. But maybe because he was not well educated and most of the playwrights were university students and graduates .so, they thought that they were better than him. But he has proven himself even Queen Elizabeth watched his plays.
Most of the famous playwrights existed in the Elizabethan age. William Shakespeare was born in 1546-1616= part of the time of Queen Elizabeth and part of king James1st time.
This is way the first phase of the Elizabethan age is called the golden age.
It is very important to know the difference between a period and an age, period is a number of years but an age is a hundred years
King James period is called the Jacobean period
King Charles period is called the Caroline period
Why are they called like this??? 
Jacobean= Jacobus – Caroline= Carolus = Latin names
So, the Elizabethan age consists of the Elizabethan period, the Jacobean period, the Caroline period and the dark period. The best period was the first one, and the worst one is the dark period.
Why did the numbers of theaters increased in the Elizabethan age???
 Because the number of audience increased. 
What kind of audience???
The plays were not restricted to royalty or high class even the ordinary and poor people could go into the theaters and enjoy watching plays.
Because of the increase of the common audience, the theater at the time of Queen Elizabeth was known as the theater of the public. Now the theater has all kinds of people from all classes .so, what do you think the playwrights started to do???
They started to have different themes to suit all kinds of audience to make all these people love what they are watching.
Now Shakespeare's skills existed here, his themes in his plays talk about ordinary people, simple life in an acceptable way. Even a simple person, a minor character has a role in his play, the clown in Shakespeare's plays started to have a significant role in the development of the plot in the play.


King James 1st (1603-1625) :

After the death of queen Elizabeth came King James 1st. he did not have the feelings of patriotism and love for people like queen Elizabeth had. The first difference the people recognized at that time was lack of political safety, why???
Because inner conflicts started to appear between political and religious parties, we said that at the time of queen Elizabeth she was able to control them but king James neglected this conflict , he cared only about court, even the plays, only the ones he like and suited court were performed, playwrights were not that enthusiastic as they were at the time of queen Elizabeth, people started to feel the difference ,there were theaters restricted only for high class people commons were not allowed to go in and enjoy plays like they used to before , so the theaters were not of the public drama was drama of the court. And the new playwrights that appeared emphasized court.
		Inner conflicts started to appear in England and this of course is reflected on literature.
King Charles 1st (1625-1642) :
With the death of King James and the rule of King Charles the situation became worse than before why???
Because, the conflict between the Catholics and the Protestants increased, and other political parties started to gain power and to enforce their power, King Charles was weak, weaker than King James. The army was not that strong there was no strong control over things inside England .so, civil war started to exist and this is the worst thing, at the time of queen Elizabeth the nation was like a one body and when this one body is attacked from outside this body was strong enough to defeat the enemies but now it is worse they cannot decide who is enemy and who is friend, you can imagine the unease that spread over England.
The Dark Ages (1642-1660) : 
The religious people started to gain power as before, and with civil war King Charles was killed and the royal family went to France. So, the ground was free for the puritans.
The puritans now are ruling England since 1642 so this date is a very important one in England because it is the defeat of King Charles in England and the rule of the puritans.
What is the first thing that the puritans did???
They closed all theaters. So, performing plays was prohibited 1642 is the closure of theaters in England.
The result of closing theaters is, the playwrights now will say why should we write, if a play is not performed it has no chance to see light, all plays are forbidden there is a punishment for performing plays but plays were acted secretly in palaces, if a thing is secretly done it means you cannot have a lot of it and these kinds of plays were not that great in their features and characteristics, that's why it is called the dark period ,no good plays were written at that time.   The plays at that time were called bootleg. 
This is the end of the Elizabethan age, and then comes the restoration, why is it called that???
Because after the death of king Charles the royal family went to live in Italy and France and they are restored back to England, and they brought with them the French literature and civilization.
The theaters came back with improvements in scenery and this is very important, the Elizabethan theaters were plane no back scenery but in restoration age theaters are with very beautiful scenery ,there were curtains to indicate the beginnings and end of scenes and acts.
j--;’/Restoration is from 17th –mid 18th century.
The Victorian drama, with the coming of Queen Victoria, more improvements took place in the English theaters, mainly in the structure of the theaters as well as the topics and themes presented late 18th-19th century and modern drama is again different from the previous ones.
Chronology of Shakespeare's works:

Shakespeare has written all these forms throughout his dramatical career, they are not classified by date but by nature (he writes comedy then historical than comedy then tragedy….)
In historical plays, themes are related to history and in history plays there is always controversy over what to be considered a history play and what play is considered a tragic Julius Cesar  for example is a history and a tragedy, why is it a tragedy???
Because there is a tragic event related to the hero and there is a tragic flaw in the hero's character that leads to his downfall. Ok, why is it history?
Because it talks about a historical figure weather real or not. And it talks about historical events related to kings.  
 Why do I say there is always controversy over what to be considered a history play and what play is considered a tragic???
Most of scholars and writers agreed upon certain definitions of what is to be considered a history play, a comedy play and a tragedy play.
Most of them agreed on what to be a historical play is: 
Whatever play is concerned with the history of kings, authority of England of Britten only. That is why you will find that Julius Cesar is not considered a history play because it does not talk about the history of England.
Comedies are all plays that end happily, and we have different kinds of comedies:
The early comedies, are like mature comedies they are good but the mature or pure comedies are better, then came the dark comedies in which we can find cruel incidents and events, then   the later comedies   were darker they are completely different from the early ones .
Then we have tragedy, which is our concern, the tragedies of Shakespeare (Antony and Cleopatra- hamlet-king Lear- Macbeth- Othello- Romeo and Juliet-Julius Cesar..)   
What is a tragedy????
It is a serious play in which the hero is engaged in a conflict, experiencing great suffering and is finally defeated and dies. (Suffering +conflict) very important you must write it in the exam in analyzing the character.
		There are two kinds of conflict:
External conflict: with the surrounding, other people
Inner conflict:  conflict within the character's mind, which is worse???
The inner conflict is worse because it’s a struggle between two things in the character.
The tragic hero must have conflict and you as students must analyze which conflict are the hero in. 
Experiencing great suffering: so due to the struggle the hero suffers, he is burdened with something that makes him suffer… and because of this suffering the hero will be defeated and dies.
Discussion of the tragic form began with Aristotle's classic analysis the poetics (4th century) B.C.
The imitation of an action that is serious, as having magnitude, complete in itself, involving incidents arousing pity and fear where with to accomplish the catharsis of such emotions.
The tragic hero suffers a change in fortune from happiness to misery because of his mistaken choice of action, to which he is led by his hamartia or tragic flaw. 
Pity= sympathy, you feel sorry for the hero
Fear= fear that what happed for the hero might happen to us, the audience 
Catharsis: to purify =salvation crying and promising you self not committing the flaw the character did.
All of this is the definition of tragedy + the elements and features of a tragedy; you should use all these elements in analyzing the characters.
This is all about Greek tragedy.
English tragedy:
With the Elizabethan era came both the beginning and the acme of dramatic tragedy in England. 
Acme= the best
The best tragic playwright is Shakespeare, he was influenced by..
Influences on English drama:
  1. Native religious drama: miracle and morality plays.
2. Roman writer Seneca (1st century):
*model for an organized five- act play
*model for complex plot
*Revenge tragedy or the tragedy of blood
3. Greek tragedies:
*Aristotle's rules
4. Shakespeare's tragedy    
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