First Semester



Criticism (1)
Third Year
What is meant by the word “Criticism”:

Many things in literature can be analyzed (يتم تحليلها) such as words, action, what people wear, etc. Criticism means to analyze, not to hurt (يجرح). There is a difference between analyzing and hurting. Criticism is to show the negatives and the defects (قصور - عيوب). In criticism, the author shows the points of weakness (نقاط الضعف) and points of power (نقاط القوة). 
Criticism course:

We will study criticism theory (نظرية النقد), where it began? And we will continue next year. 
History of the word “criticism”:

Criticism in the beginning was related to poetry. Criticism goes all the way back to (يعود إلي) the Greek age. And the word criticism itself comes from the word "Krites" which means to judge and evaluate a work (يقيم العمل). So, when we begin the course, we will begin with the definition of criticism and the effect of Greek age on it, with Aristotle and Plato; these two are from the Greek age. The question that they tried to answer is; what is the meaning of art (الأدب)? What should art do? What is the purpose of art? Should it teach? Or delight (للتسلية) ? Or should it teach and delight? Or should it just be appreciated for being what it is? These questions are being discussed until now. 

For example, what do we discuss about a TV show? There were many shows in Ramadan. Some of them were shows that are simply to construct (يرسخ) and to teach concepts (مفاهيم - أفكار). For example, "Khawater" show is not just to delight. It is to criticize and teach and it also had a little bit of delight. Delighting was not its main purpose. The main purpose is to make a change(إحداث تغيير) . Other shows are just to delight. So, we have shows that teach only, and there are shows that delight, and other shows that have no purpose at all (ليس لها أهداف علي الإطلاق). 
Critics began to ask what the purpose of art is. Why do people like poetry? When poets write poetry, should he be teaching? Or should they be delighting? Or should they be teaching and delighting at the same time?
Criticism started about eight hundred years ago. It started in Greece when there were many poets who came out with their poetry in order to be presented as a play. In the ancient classics, there were no poems or short poems. There were plays in the form of long epic poems. At that time, on special occasions and festivals, poets presented long epic poems to be read like a play to the audience, and the audience would judge who wrote the best poem. People started judging the poetry that was presented to them in the form of play and decide (قرر) who wrote the best poem and why it is better than the other ones; is it because the form is better or the structure is better. 
Criticism did not start with somebody writing criticism. It started with people who wanted to compare, evaluate (يقيم) and judge the works of art. Also when people are writing poems, they also do criticism because they judge their own work. They try to evaluate and analyze it. So from the beginning of writing down poetry, there was criticism, but there was no concept (مبدأ). The main criticism was there because they were judging and evaluating. This is how the critical activity started. 


So, criticism started from the moment when people started to present their poetry to audience and where the audience started to judge and evaluate these poems. There are two stages for the beginning of critical activity. These two stages are antiquity (very old thing) and English literary criticism. 



(1) Antiquity refers to the Greek age (500 BC) and mainly refer to the Greek philosophers Plato and Aristotle. (2) In history of English literature, the beginning of literary criticism began with the figures; Philip Sidney and John Dryden. These two present the beginning of English literary criticism. Sidney is from the Renaissance, while Dryden is from the Age of Reason. 
Notice:

This term we will study two critics from the classical, one critic from the Renaissance (Sidney) and another from the Age of Reason (Dryden). Next term we will study the age of Reason and the Romantics.

Renaissance came after the medieval ages. During the period of Renaissance, all forms of literature flourished. There was awareness; works were being translated and literary activity increased. The Age of Reason is different from the Renaissance. Therefore, criticism in the Renaissance is different from that of the Age of Reason. The Age of Reason was the age of the mind, intellect and rules. It came as a reaction to the Renaissance.
The books that will be studied
Plato: Ion and Republic
Aristotle: Poetic
Sidney: An Apology for Poetry

Dryden: An Essay of Dramatic Poesy 
Notice:

Read the text before class so that the discussion would be easy. The language of these books is difficult, so it is important to prepare.
There is a practical part; we came to poem and we try to apply criticism to the poem, understand and judge this poem.
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