First Semester



Criticism (2)
Third Year
Poetry and art; are they the result of knowledge (معرفة)? Or are they inspiration (إلهام)? Is it completely from within the artist, or the artist waits for something from outside of him? It is inspiration. 

Plato (أفلاطون)
Plato was a philosopher (فيلسوف). He was interested in mathematics and other branches of knowledge (فروع المعرفة). He wrote poetry but he did not become really a poet. He moved towards philosophy. He came from an aristocratic (wealthy and work in politics) family. His family expected him to be a politician (سياسي). But he didn’t establish his career in politics. He left politics for philosophy. Man usually dream of being leader. However, Plato did not want to be a politician for many reasons; 
1. Plato was in a time of war. He was disillusioned by (خاب أمله في) the government (find out that things are not like what you expected). At that time, there were two governments. His family was part of the government.
2. This government was corrupt and it was overtaken by a new one. 
3. The new government executed Socrates (أعدمت سقراط), whom Plato greatly admired.

 As a result, Plato left the government and became a philosopher. He knew that this government is not doing a good job. It is not a government that can make the country better. He knew that it was philosophy that is going to make the country better and improve the state (تحسن الأوضاع). Socrates was executed by the government because they thought that he was corrupting the minds (يخرب عقول) of the youth (الشباب). In the history we would find that Socrates used to go around the city and talk to anybody he could find. He would walk around the city and talk to anyone he could find. So, he was having dialogues with anyone he could find. When Plato wrote, he wrote the same form of dialogue because he was influenced by Socrates. Socrates did not write. He taught by speaking to people; by walking around the city and having discussion and conversation with people. 
So, Plato wrote dialogues. He wrote in the form of dialogues for many reasons; 
1. Because this is the way Socrates used to teach, and Plato was influence by Socrates and he admired (يحترم - يقدر) him so deeply. He wrote in the same way Socrates used to teach (by talking and having dialogues and discussion with people).

2. Socrates was executed (أعدم) by the government because – for them – he was corrupting the minds of the youth. So, Plato wanted to bring Socrates back in his dialogues.

3. To show loyalty (الولاء-الإخلاص) as a student to his teacher (Socrates).
4. In order to be able to show two different opinions (أراء) and ideas (debateجدل ) and show different sides of the argument. 

Quotations about Plato:

"Plato is philosophy and philosophy is Plato"
This quotation means that philosophy is all identified in one person (Plato). This shows the importance and eminence (رفعة منزلة) of that person.

"Although Philosophy began and ended with him, everything that preceded ….extension…. present and everything comes after being to interpret it"
This quotation means that Plato completed philosophy. No one was able to add more than he once added. Philosophy began and ended with him. Anything else is just a rewriting, rephrasing (إعادة صياغة) or retelling. It is him that made the main ideas. All of the philosophy that came after Plato is only a commentary to the ideas, theory or works that were given by Plato.
Notice:
We are studying criticism, why is Plato important to us? At that time there were nothing called criticism. Philosophy discussed everything in life such as beauty and justice. One of the things that philosophy discussed is art (literature). Poetry was the form of art that they had at that time. They had poetry that was acted out; epic (الملحمة) poems and people would gather and listen to this poetry acted out (in a different way than what we have in drama now).
The questions that Plato asked are still the questions that we ask today. What is the importance of literature? What is the role of literature in society? Is it important? Is it dangerous? Is it therapeutic (can it treat)? What is the function of art? These are questions that we still ask until today. The questions that we ask today were asked for the first time by Plato, which is why we are taking Plato. We study Ion and the Republic because in these two works Plato's ideas about poetry are the clearest. 

The works of Plato can be divided into three stages; (1) the early, (2) the middle and (3) the late stage. We will study the early and the middle. In the early stage, he wrote Ion and in the middle stage he completed the Republic. He started the Republic in the early but he completed it in the middle stage. We are going to take one work from the early stage (Ion) and another from the middle stage (Republic) and we are going to see if his ideas change from the early stage and the middle, is there a difference in his opinions, views and attitude or are they the same. We are taking Ion and the Republic because these two works express his views on poetry.

Ion
Ion is written in the form of a dialogue. The main character in Ion is Socrates. He is the first character introduced in the book. It is still not clear whether these are Plato's ideas or Socrates'. Plato makes Socrates the main character (the protagonist). In this dialogue, Socrates represents philosophy. The other character is Ion the rhapsode; (rhapsode is a person who recite poetry). He is going to represent poetry. By the dialogue form we are going to see the view of philosophy and the view of poetry. 
"Socrates. Welcome, Ion. Are you from your native city of Ephesus?

Ion. No, Socrates; but from Epidaurus, where I attended the festival of Asclepius.

Soc. And do the Epidaurians have contests of rhapsodes at the festival?

Ion. O yes; and of all sorts of musical performers."
Socrates meets Ion who has just come from a festival (احتفالية) where there were contests (منافسات) between people who recite poetry.
"Soc. And were you one of the competitors- and did you succeed?

Ion. I obtained the first prize of all, Socrates."
Here Socrates asks if Ion participated in the contest and whether he succeeded or not. Ion said that he won the first prize and he is proud of it. 
" Soc. Well done; and I hope that you will do the same for us at the Panathenaea.

Ion. And I will, please heaven.

Soc. I often envy the profession of a rhapsode, Ion; 
Socrates here says to Ion that he envies him (يحقد عليه) because; first, Ion has to wear good clothes. Cloths are connected to appearance. This is the beginning of the idea of deception (خداع). Do clothes make people fine, or just look fine? What is the reality and what is the appearance. Rhapsodes have an art; Part of this art is to look fine, to dress fine. But it does not mean that the rhapsode himself is a fine person. So, it is the art of deception. 

"you have always to wear fine clothes, and to look as beautiful as you can is a part of your art."
He is like an actor today. An actor acts and what he acts is not true. It is all lies (أكاذيب) and deception (خداع). This is the beginning of the idea of reality verses appearance, deception and how rhapsodes deceive people. 

Socrates did not admire the cloth; he admired his being always in the company of good poets. These poets have lots of knowledge and information and they understand everything. Ion's job is to read and understand their works or their poetry. So, he envies the rhapsode because he is around people who have knowledge and not because of his clothes.
Then, again, you are obliged to be continually in the company of many good poets; and especially of Homer, who is the best and most divine of them; and to understand him, and not merely learn his words by rote, is a thing greatly to be envied. 
· So, he envies the rhapsode because he is always in the company of great poets. By great poets, he referred especially to Homer. Then he described Homer as the best poet.
· So, he started with Socrates who is the best philosopher, then Ion who is the best rhapsode and finally Homer who is the best poet. So, we are not dealing with any poetry here but we are dealing with the best and highest level of poetry.
· Notice that he does not started his argument by attacking Ion but he started by praising him and making compliments (saying you wear fine clothes and I envy you because you are always in a company of great poets). He uses this way in order to attract the rhapsode attention and let him listen as if he attacked him from the beginning, he will not listen to him. 
And no man can be a rhapsode who does not understand the meaning of the poet. For the rhapsode ought to interpret the mind of the poet to his hearers, but how can he interpret him well unless he knows what he means? All this is greatly to be envied."
- Ion is a rhapsode and he is always with Homer but in order to interpret his works, he has to understand these works first. So, the job of the rhapsode is to explain and interpret what the poet means by his words and to interpret what is inside the poet’s mind. 

“Very true, Socrates; interpretation has certainly been the most laborious part of my art;”

- Ion answered saying that interpretation is the most critical part in his art. The most difficult part in his art is to explain and interpret the meaning of the work of art. 

“I shall take an opportunity of hearing your embellishments of him at some other time. But just now I should like to ask you a question:”

- After Ion told Socrates “I would like to show you my performance and how I interpret a work of art”. Socrates told him that he may take another opportunity to see his performance later but now he wants to ask him a question. 

“Does your art extend to Hesiod and Archilochus, or to Homer only?”

- Socrates asked him; “Can you interpret and explain the works of other poets, or only the poetry of Homer?”

“To Homer only; he is in himself quite enough.”

- Ion answered that he can interpret the works of Homer only.

- The rules and themes and the way he applies to interpret the works of Homer cannot apply to the other poets’ works. 

- If Homer agrees with Sidney for example in a certain manner like using a certain theme, then Ion can interpret Sidney’s works when it only agrees with Homer.

“Soc.: Are there any things about which Homer and Hesiod agree? 
Ion: Yes; in my opinion there are a good many.”

- Ion said that his art is only applying to Homer and that he can interpret the works of any poet agrees with Homer but only in the matter of agreement. 

After ‘2 pages’ Socrates said;

“The reason, my friend, is obvious. No one can fail to see that you speak of Homer without any art or knowledge.”

- Socrates here said that Ion can not interpret any other poetry except Homer’s poetry because Ion does not speak out of rules or follow any rules out of knowledge.

“If you were able to speak of him by rules of art, you would have been able to speak of all other poets; for poetry is a whole.”

- Socrates addresses Ion here telling him; “If you are able to interpret Homer’s works and speak by rules of art, then you would be able to interpret all other poetry belongs to any poet”.

“O that we were wise, Ion, and that you could truly call us so; but you rhapsodes and actors, and the poets whose verses you sing, are wise;”

· Wise (حكيم - عاقل) is the opposite of unwise or mad. 

- When Ion told Socrates that he would like to listen to him as philosophers are wise men. Socrates answered him saying “we are all wise because we are not crazy or mad people”. 

“whereas I am a common man, who only speak the truth.”

- We are all wise, but the only difference between us is that I am telling the truth. This means that, Socrates’ words are indirectly indicating that Ion is a liar while Socrates is the man who tells the truth. 

After that Socrates started giving examples from other arts like painting and sculpture (فن النحت). 

Ion: “I cannot deny what you say, Socrates. Nevertheless I am conscious in my own self, and the world agrees with me in thinking that I do speak better and have more to say about Homer than any other man.”

- Ion convinced that everything in life must have rules to be followed. He also knows that he is not following any rules, but what he is sure about is that he is the best who can interpret Homer and he does not know the reason. 

“But I do not speak equally well about others- tell me the reason of this.”

- Ion does not know the reason behind his ability to interpret Homer rather than others. So, he started asking Socrates to tell him the reason.

--- So, now Socrates reached the point he was seeking for which is that Ion is now ready to accept and be convinced by what Socrates is going to say. 

Socrates: “I perceive, Ion; and I will proceed to explain to you what I imagine to be the reason of this. The gift which you possess of speaking excellently about Homer is not an art, but, as I was just saying, an inspiration;”

- Socrates told Ion: You are not speaking out of art but you are talking out of inspiration.

“there is a divinity moving you, like that contained in the stone which Euripides calls a magnet,”

- Then Socrates started explaining the nature of inspiration saying; ‘Inspiration is like what happen in the stone of magnet (حجر المغناطيس)’. 

“This stone not only attracts iron rings, but also imparts to them a similar power of attracting other rings;”

- Here Socrates explains the act of inspiration; he said that inspiration is something moves from one person to another.  

- Socrates said that poetry is a kind of inspiration and inspiration is like a magnet [stone of magnet that attract iron objects and magnetize (يمغنط) them and then they attracted to each other]. 

- So, Socrates tells Ion; if you are inspired by Homer this means that you are attracted to Homer’s chain and you cannot interpret any other poet because there is no magnetic connection to any poet except Homer. 

- This means that poetry is an inspiration that comes first of all from God as a muse (إلهام شعري) then it goes to the poet, and from the poet to the rhapsode and finally to the audiences. 

- This shows that they form a chain (سلسله) and every ring in the chain take the power from the ring before it and give it to the one after and if this chain breaks, inspiration will stop.

· Socrates described inspiration saying that inspiration is like a magnetic field that moves from one person to another.

“This stone not only attracts iron rings, but also imparts to them a similar power of attracting other rings; and sometimes you may see a number of pieces of iron and rings suspended from one another so as to form quite a long chain: and all of them derive their power of suspension from the original stone. In like manner the Muse first of all inspires men herself; and from these inspired persons a chain of other persons is suspended, who take the inspiration.”
- So, this is the magnetic chain which is [God – muse – poet – rhapsode].

“For all good poets, epic as well as lyric, compose their beautiful poems not by art, but because they are inspired and possessed.”

- He explained what is meant by inspiration but here he added a conclusion. 

· Possessed; means that there is another power that takes control upon a person. 

- So, during the inspiration, the person whether he is a poet or a rhapsode is possessed by another power that is greater than himself. 

“so the lyric poets are not in their right mind when they are composing their beautiful strains: but when falling under the power of music and metre they are inspired and possessed;”

- According to Plato, possessed means that the poets are not in the right mind and there is another power taking control over their minds.

So, when the poet is receiving the inspiration, he is possessed and become out of his mind, unconscious and has no control over himself. The poet or the rhapsode is only repeating what he is inspired without using his mind.

The poet is half-mad because he is not unconscious all the time, he is only unconscious when he is inspired and after that he becomes a conscious and normal human being.
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 Where did the poet get his inspiration from?

“And the soul of the lyric poet does the same, as they themselves say; for they tell us that they bring songs from honeyed fountains, culling them out of the gardens and dells of the Muses; they, like the bees, winging their way from flower to flower.”

- He imagined that all the poets and all the Muses had received their inspirations while they are taking from the fountain (نافوره) of honey, as if they are bees moving from flower to flower.
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