Alexander Pope An Essay on Criticism

Part (I): A consideration of art and criticism in general. 

· The difference between the critic & poet. 

· What is judgement. 

· Following the rules of nature.

Part (II):The Causes of Faulty Judjement. 

4. Pride. 

5. Little Learning. 

6. Reading a work of art with the same spirit the author wrote it. 

6. Survey the whole. 

6. Some critics concentrate on parts - confine to conceit. 

6. Others on expressed language (style). 

6. Some follow the fashion in judging. 

6. Others judge by number of words or rhythm not by what is said (idea). Some go to church for music not instruction. 

7. Avoid extremes. 

8. Some critics like the ancients, some like the foreign (French) and some prefer only the moderns (English). 

9. Some critics catch the spreading notion of the Town following the opinions of others and never invent, quantity replaces quality. 

10. When the sacred name of the poet is mentioned every fault disappears. 

11. Vulgar not singular. 

12. Some praise those who follow them and make themselves the measure of mankind. (envy & inconsistency are causes of faulty judgement). 

Part (III):Ideal Criticism. 

13. Advice. 

13. befriend merit. 

13. shun envy. 

13. praise good nature & good sense. 

13. be reserved for works of extreme provokation. 

14. Ideal criticism depends on: 

14. Let truth & candour shine
Taste, Judgment, Learning joined are not enough. 

14. Be silent when you doubt your sense, and speak only when sure. 

14. Blunt truth may lead to mischief. 

14. Be niggard of advice on no pretence. Give careful advice with courage & not pretence. 

14. Have freedom of advice. 

14. He asks the critic to be : learned, well-bred, sincere, modestly bold, and humanly severe. A good critic must praise his enemy's merit and show his friend his faults. 

15. Examples of good criticism of Greek, Roman, and French:
Horace, Dionysius, Longinus, Bioleau, Roscommon. 

Wordsworth Preface to Lyrical Ballads

The main ideas tackled in the Preface are: 

· Subject matter. 

· Aim of poetry. 

· Language. 

· The poet. 

· Definition of poetry.


Wordsworth discusses the following points: 

· Subject matter 

· What is the principal object proposed in these poems. 

· Why is the humble & rustic life chosen. 

· Why is the rustics' language adopted.

· Aim of poetry 

· Purpose. 

· Habits of the mind. 

· Feelings give importance to the action & situation.

· Style 

· Avoiding two elements of style. 

· personification of abstract ideas. 

· poetic diction. 

· Reasons for that.

· Language of Poetry & Language of Prose. 

· The Poet. 

· What is a Poet? 

· To whom does he address himself? 

· What language is to be expected from him?

· Poetry is the most philosophic of all writing. 

· Pleasure given by poetry. 

· Difference between the poet & the scientist. 

· Why did Worsworth choose to write in verse. 

· Difinition of poetry. 

· The defects found in these poems. 

· The talent of the poet & the talent of the critic. 

· Poetic diction (its origin & characteristics). 

	


