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Pygmalion
· Alfred Doolittle is outspoken, frank and truthful. All these characteristics bring to light an otherwise flat character. Though he has acquired some changes, but they were only in appearance not in reality. Doolittle made two appearances in the play; one in Act II and the second in Act IV. 
· Now let us discuss the plot structure: 
· Pygmalion is a reworking of Metamorphosis written by the Greek writer Ovid. He wrote a narration in verse of the metamorphosis (التحول) of Galatia. Pygmalion was like a semi-god (half god) and he was the main character in Ovid’s work. Shaw reworked Ovid’s Metamorphosis with the plot of Cinderella. 
· Cinderella’s story is a romantic story of a young girl being abused by her stepmother; Eliza also had a stepmother. In addition to this, Shaw also added some kind of situation where Eliza is a flower girl. The main theme of the plot is concerned with the transformation of Eliza from a flower girl into a lady. 
· Under the influence of Henrik Ibsen, Shaw replaced the romantic Victorian plays with expositions, situations and discussions. Therefore, the play became a play of ideas; not only manners and attitudes. The plot then has three dissident changes or developments. Eliza also passes through three stages of development. 
· The three stages of development: 
1- Professor Higgins, an expert of phonetics transforms Eliza into the replica (artificial image) of a lady by teaching her how to pronounce and move the right move. This took place in Act II.
2- In Act III, when Eliza has become an artificial lady in the party of Madame Higgins. She didn’t talk well but she had the appearance of a duchess or a lady; she is no longer a flower girl because she does not look like a flower girl. 
3- In Act IV, at the ambassador’s party where we see the moment of truth and Eliza’s realization of her situation. She is not satisfied and she sees herself as not really happy because she becomes aware of the wide disparity between her desire to become a real duchess or lady and the inadequacy of her means for fulfilling them. That is why she said “I sold flowers, I did not sell myself” when Higgins asked her why not find herself a rich man and marry him; she refused that. This means that she is not ready at all to sell herself. She has thrown away her mask and reveals a newfound maturity now. This maturity made her throw the slippers in front of Higgins face when he asked her to fetch them. Eliza thus has acquired self-awareness and independence. 
· After the discussion between Eliza and Mr. Higgins, the play is in its dying stage; she tells him that she can sell flowers but not herself, and that she is not ready to marry him or Colonel Pickering, and that she has the propositions to work as his student’s assistant…etc. So, G.B. Shaw wants to present something that makes the play alive and pushes it forward. For doing this, he made another character appear to add the surprise. G.B. Shaw presents to us Alfred Doolittle in a second appearance performing a very life act while the play is in its dying stage. Doolittle appears as a new middle class gentleman who acquired some kind of transformation in appearance not in reality; he was transformed from a dustman into a gentleman. This also provides some ironic comment on Eliza’s transformation. 
· Gentility is an integral aspect of Eliza’s personality. She is no longer afraid of Mr. Higgins since she treats him as an equal. She says that it was not him who made the transform in her character, but it was the Colonel because his behavior towards her is what truly made her a lady. And for this she is rebelling against the treatment of Mr. Higgins. 
· The play concludes with an open answer in Act V. We see that there’s no real resolution and we don’t know what happens to Eliza; whether she is going to marry Higgins or not. Shaw does not like finality or the natural end of romance like Cinderella’s fairy tale. As a romance, Shaw would have ended his play with the happy marriage of Higgins and Eliza. But this doesn’t happen. Shaw realizes that he should twist the end; that’s why he made the final act as an act of uncertainty. Then he realized the importance of an ending to the story; that’s why gave a resolution in the epilogue. Without an ending or a resolution there is no real play. That is why in the epilogue Shaw resolves the issue by making Eliza marry Freddy Hill after she open a flower shop on one of London’s streets. So, the main line of the plot is not whether Eliza marries or not; it is Eliza’s achievement of liberty and independence. 
· The major themes of the play: 
· Pygmalion, according to Ovid, did not like young girls because the beautiful of them were prostitutes; so Pygmalion became repulsive of women. So, in Ovid’s story, Pygmalion longed for a feminine ideal. Pygmalion was inspired to sculpt an extremely beautiful woman and call it Galatia. He prayed to the gods to give life to his statue. Once the statue became alive he married her. George Bernard Shaw’s Pygmalion also succeeded; Higgins managed to transform Eliza from a flower girl into a lady. But Higgins did not marry Eliza, and that’s how G.B. Shaw twisted the play. Higgins was astonished to discover that Eliza had fallen in love with him. As a scientist, he is always focused on his task; in this case transforming Eliza into a duchess. Their marriage is impossible because one is an intellectual scientists and the other is an emotional young girl; each one has his own ideals. When she tells him that he does not care about her and he tells her that he cares about her as he cares for humanity. She does not want this kind of generalization in love; she wants a particular care. Higgins wants her to return to the house only because he got accustomed to her. That’s why she prefers to him the simpleminded and bankrupt Freddy Hill. Shaw favors Eliza’s union with Freddy Hill because he is warmhearted and very emotional like her, not like Higgins. Shaw sees that if Eliza marries Mr. Higgins the couple would not have a happy married life. This is the major theme. 
· Shaw as a modern playwright investigates ideas. Eliza has achieves some kind of self-awareness and self-realization in the end. This achievement takes place in three stages: the dark, the light, and self-awareness. So there is a line not only of physical and social achievement, but also spiritual achievement. In the beginning, Eliza was not a religious person; she never went to church. So, spiritually, the young Eliza as a common flower girl was in the in the dark. Later on, she moves from darkness of ignorance to the light of self-awareness or spiritual salvation as she acquires independence and maturity of thought; she becomes able to step up to Higgins and criticize his way of life. 
· Shaw proclaims that his prime objective in writing the play was to spread awareness regarding the importance of the study of phonetics and language because language indicates where a person comes from; he believed that language was a means of guiding society towards classes. He claims in his preface “the play is so intensely and literally didactic”. Didactic means the play is instructive in morals, ideas, and behaviors or manners. He claims also that any generally didactic play is not very entertaining and dry. Therefore, in order to make the play enjoyable, he inserted some kind of satire and irony. The satire here is that we laugh at the follies (errors) of the characters. We laugh at the way Mr. Higgins is stumbling and criticizing other things, we also laugh at the way Eliza speaks in the beginning, the way she learns her new sentences and phrases, the way she responds to things when she is happy, and the way she responds when she is in pain. He used satire to point to the Victorian society. Later on, he stirs our laughter when we see Alfred Doolittle. 
· There is also another theme which is the exploration of the Victorian concept of the undeserving poor but it is a minor theme. Shaw attacks this concept through the character of Alfred Doolittle. In the Victorian age, the poor were not rightfully entitled to compassion and help; they proved that they morally do not deserve charity since they would depend on the charity and would not try to find a job. When Doolittle came to Higgins’s house in Act II to ask for money in order to leave his daughter at Higgins’s, he took 10 English pounds. The Victorian middle class did this because they wanted to keep their money in their pockets; they wanted to inherit the money to their children. Money was not just for selling and buying things; it was also a symbol of power and authority. So, G.B. Shaw, as a man of social values, believed that this is wrong and he attacked the middle class concept of the undeserving poor. 
· Another minor theme involves the fundamental opinion between man and woman due to gender differences which complicates relationships. 
· The mood of the play: 
· The mood of the play is comic and happy because the play is a play of comedy and satire, and the satire comes from moral ridicule; he was attacking the morals of the middle class and the lower class of Eliza and her father Doolittle. The play is very joyful and humorous; there are no sad moments and the dialogue sparkles with humor. We laugh at the follies of people in the play which makes us happy. What makes us laugh more is that he was attacking the middle class through Alfred Doolittle. 
· The tone of the play is descriptive, narrative, conversational, satirical and ironical. 
· The conflict of the play: 

· The conflict is between the two main characters, Professor Higgins (the protagonist) and Eliza Doolittle (the antagonist). Some critics view Eliza as the protagonist. Higgins presents the character of Pygmalion who transfers the statue into a woman; Higgins also transforms a flower girl into a lady by teaching her how to speak correctly and how to behave in good manners. Higgins is the protagonist because he wins in his experiment, whereas Eliza is the antagonist because she rebels against him. Mr. Higgins is amazed to discover that the lady he created has fallen in love with him. He cannot handle this kind of emotional commitment because he said he is not a man of sentiments; he is a very objective person, a man of science and experiments. His main aim was to reform society through teaching people phonetics and how to speak properly. Eliza rebels or revolts against Higgins and at the end she reaches spiritual, social and economical independence. The last act shows Higgins as what he is, a coldhearted person and an emotionally rigged man who puts all his energies into his career of phonetics in order to reform the human race. In the final act, Eliza insists that the Colonel’s kindness towards her is what caused her transformation into a lady. Eliza became superior to Higgins in being self-aware, independent and free to decide her future. She chooses Freddy Hill because he is emotionally warm like her. 
· Act IV constitutes the climax of the play with Eliza and Higgins in the ambassador’s grand party when Higgins and Pickering are talking about the success in passing Eliza as a lady not giving her any credit for her efforts. So, Eliza feels miserable in such a grand party in which she was able to prove her ability and was recognized. Eliza was listening and felt ignored by Higgins and Pickering; that’s why she realizes that a new life has opened for her as a young lady and she doesn’t know what she’s going to do in life or how she is going to feed herself. She can’t go back to selling flowers and she can’t sell herself by marrying a rich man. She also cannot live in Mr. Higgins’s house anymore. 
· Talking about their success in the experiment, Higgins tells Mr. Pickering “thank God, it’s all over”, without realizing that by saying this he was hurting Eliza’s feelings. However, it was not over for Eliza; it was a new beginning because she has to prove that she is independent and finally able to secure herself a job. 
· When a confrontation takes place between Eliza and Higgins and she throws the slippers in his face, he realizes here that she has become a lady and is fit for nothing else; he loses his temper and becomes very angry. That’s why the play ends in Act V with uncertainty whether or not Eliza will marry Higgins. However, Shaw does provide a resolution for the play in the epilogue since it is impossible for Eliza to marry Higgins due to the differences in their views; he is objective and she is subjective and very emotional. Shaw here tried to find a new opportunity; instead of Eliza marrying Mr. Higgins, he makes her marry Freddy Hill. Eliza and Freddy run a flower shop, so the play ends in a twist of events. Critics accused him of twisting the ending of the play in the epilogue. The hero here does not marry the heroine because he wanted to create something realistic and good for the people; he was against romantic endings. Also, the play is didactic, a play of ideas, not a romance play; that’s why it ends with a realistic ending. Thus, the ending was not the issue of Eliza’s marriage but her gaining independence. 
· Regarding the exam: There will be short questions like: 
· Analyze the master-student relationship between Eliza and Higgins in Pygmalion. 
· Trace the growth in Eliza’s character: her ignorance, light and self-awareness and spiritual salvation, how she changed not only externally but also internally. Doolittle’s change is external not internal. 
· Analyze the plot structure of Pygmalion. Do you think the ending is anti-climatic or anti-romantic and why? (the plot passes through three stages)
· What are the major social concerns that Pygmalion explores? (teaching morality to the people and unfolding the reality of middle class morality; i.e. the concept of the undeserving poor)
· Examine Shaw’s critique of the conventions of morality of the middle class as seen from the character of Alfred Doolittle who is to teach morality to the middle class. (Doolittle is immoral himself) 
· Explore the use of the terms lady and gentleman throughout the play (they are used so many times). Do you think that the use of lady and gentleman in the play is correct all the time and why not?
· Analyze Higgins as a comic character tripping and stumbling over things, and making also mistakes. 
· Discuss Shaw’s denunciation of a class based society. According to Shaw, language shows the class of any person. 
· Is Pygmalion a didactic play? Does art successfully transcend the didacticism? Was Shaw able to make his play entertaining? (yes, by making it comic where we laugh at the follies of characters like Alfred Doolittle and the sounds Eliza used to make in the beginning…etc.) 
· Interpret the ending of the play. Why does Shaw make the ending so ambiguous in Act V? 
· Compare Shaw’s interpretation of the original myth and the Pygmalion of Ovid in his metamorphosis. What are the similarities and the differences?
· Other questions are quotations:
· For example: “I care for humanity …” who said this sentence. Or who said “thank God, the mission is over now” 
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