First Semester



Drama (12)
Fourth Year
The Master Builder by Henrik Ibsen: 

· Mr. Solness was a self-made man who ,after a hard struggle, has succeeded in his troll. Something in his conscience, his mind and his heart was calling him to work hard in order to achieve success and fame. He was able to do it and acquire both wealth and success. With the younger generation he was very apprehensive because he was afraid that they take his fame away if they were given the chance. 
· Solness’s career as a builder moved into three main stages, very analogous to the three main stages of Ibsen. These stages are symbolic of Ibsen going through his career from Romantic to Realistic, and then at the end, symbolic: 

1- Solness first built churches for God. Later on, he was calling God and telling him that he is done with this and he is not going to give God anymore churches.
2- He builds houses
3- Finally, he builds towers pointing to the dizzy heights

· The Master Builder’s love for the young Hilda Wangel also reflects Ibsen’s attraction to a young girl named Emilie Bardach whom Ibsen met in the summer of 1889. 

· The play itself is made of three main acts:

· The theme of the play deals with the personal confessions of Mr. Halvard Solness the Master Builder, and Hilda Wangel helps Solness to uncover his internal reality. This play is considered as a realistic play and it is a tragedy. It is a tragedy because it deals with the downfall of the Master Builder Halvard Solness; the downfall in the play is both physical, psychological and also spiritual. The play moves from the romantic, to the realistic, and then to the symbolic at the end. 
· The characters are: 
· Group one characters are: Halvard Solness the Master Builder, his wife Aline Solness, the physician Herdal (a friend of the family)
· Group two characters are: Knut Brovik (an old man and a former architect) in the employment of Solness. There is his son Ragner Brovik (draftsman رسام هندسي) and Kaia Fosli (book-keeper) works with Ragner for Mr. Solness. There is also Ms. Hilda Wangel who popps in almost at the end of Act I and helps Mr. Solness unfold his internal reality; she gives him the chance to talk about his more internal problems. 
· There are some ladies and a crowd in the street that appears at the very end of the play when Mr. Solness falls down from the top of the tower of his new villa. 

· The action passes in about Mr. Solness’s house. We have one main plot in twenty four hours in one place. This makes the play very realistic in form. 
· Important points: 
· Solness is building a house in the back garden where the house of Aline was burned. He tells Aline that once they move into the new house she will heal and get better. Aline is not happy at all to move into the new villa to the right of their garden because the new villa is built on the place where the old home existed. However, she is doing it only for the sake of her husband; to make him happy and to be an obedient wife. 
· Mr. Solness’s house is burned and he loses his children and everything that valuable in the house. He believes that this was an act of retribution from God because he stopped building churches for him. 

· Hilda Wagnel comes and tells Mr. Solness a story. She tells him that ten years ago he promised to build her a kingdom and she mentions the name of the kingdom (with high towers) of Orangina. Mr. Solness does not remember at first, but then he remembers; we know that her story is true because he mentioned that she was ten years old when he met her while she was celebrating the opening of one of his churches. He promised her to be the princess of the kingdom which he would build. Solness first replies to Hilda that he will never build again. The story of Hilda might be imaginary because we are not sure; her story is like a fairy tale. The castle in the air is not realistic; it symbolizes imagination. At the end Hilda says that she is very happy Solness was able to ascend or mount to the top of the tower. The castle or the palace with the high towers which Hilda wants him to build represent freedom. 
· Mr. Solness is not happy at all to hear that Ragner will do the designing of the villa. Solness is afraid of Ragner because he represents the younger generation. He feels incapable of innovation or creation like the young generation who has a wild and very wide imagination. At the end of the play, with the help of Wangel, this fear of the younger generation is gone. Wangel plays the role of the reconciliation between the younger generation and the older generation represented by Solness himself. The reconciliation takes place step by step and bit by bit, and at the end Wagnel tells Mr. Ragner that Solness is able to amount to the top of the tower. The proof of reconciliation can be seen in Act II, where Wagnel made Mr. Solness sign a paper for Ragner, although he didn’t want to sign it in Act I. Therefore, Hilda represents Solness’s own imagination. Hilda’s story to Solness tell us that she’s a very imaginative person. And since she presents the younger generation she is filled with wild imagination; the thing which Mr. Solness lacks. 
· We feel there a relation going on between Kaia and Solness, although she is the fiancée of her cousin Ragner; Kaia is fascinated by Solness because he represents wealth and he is successful. Mrs. Solness suspects that something is going on between Kaia and Solness; she tells him to talk to her and see if he can fire her. 
· The building of houses is a religious act. Before, Solness believed in God and said he was building houses for God; but God did not respond well to him, in the sense that God let the house where Solness lived be burned. Solness then believed that God killed his children. This made Solness angry and in a state of indignation and so he decided to stop building churches and start building house; he became psychologically disturbed. 
· Solness was afraid of climbing dizzy heights; he was afraid to open himself to this kind of life and get out of his situation. We know that he is an eccentric person living in his own dreams and fears. 
· We have a contradiction between what Ragner says and what Hilda says. Ragner believes that Solness will not be able to climb or mount up the tower. Ragner notices that Hilda is very sure Solness will go up and do it. Hilda has opened in Solness new wild imaginary channels. She was not happy in her house she felt that she was like an imprisoned bird; she said she is happy to stay in the free and fresh air. 
· The relationship between Solness and Hilda is not a sexual or amorous attachment, but he likes her to be with him in order to keep Ragner working for him in his office. This shows that Solness knows that Ragner is a good draftsman, though he doesn’t listen to him or acknowledge his abilities. 
· The Master Builder feels in great need of the younger generation, but he is afraid of them. He senses the vitality and the great imagination of Hilda Wagnel; he finds in Hilda a source of the renewed inspiration he has been craving for since so long. He is spurred on by her and she helps him a lot to the highest creative ascent which he is still capable of. 
· Regarding Aline, she walks like a dead person or an animated mummy; she lives in the past. She is not active and hardly mobile. She does not want Solness to build anything anymore; she is not interested at all in the house that he is building for themselves. She is very obedient and submissive. She is conservative while Hilda is adventurous. Hilda Wagnel, on the other hand, is very vital, fresh and active. We see her very much interested in the flowers that the Solness family have in their garden. She goes outside in the garden in the early morning after she gets up; she picks up the flower and brings them home inside to decorate their home with the flowers. When she asks Aline if she goes out to the garden, Aline replies that she hasn’t seen the flowers in the garden for a long time. so, there is a contrast between Aline and Hilda. Aline lives in the past and Hilda lives in the present. Hilda is working hard in order to attain a very successful future. That is why she wants Solness to climb to the top of the tower. The tower itself is also symbolic; it symbolizes Solness’s ascent to the higher realms of consciousness. He is ascending to his own daydreams and imagination. Aline is incapable of doing this; all the time we see her living at home inside her room and moving like a mummy. 
· Mr. Halvard Solness is paranoid and psychologically disturbed and the reason behind this and his feeling of immorality is for what he has done before; he had so many relations with ladies as we know from his dialogues with Dr. Herdal. That is why his wife Aline was afraid that he was having an affair with Kia Fosli. 
· We see all the characters are living alone. Solness himself is a lonely man, Aline is a lonely woman, and Hilda herself says that she lived in a cage in a very isolated life with her father. When Solness asked her if she would go back to live in her home town with her father she said “no, do you think that a wild bird would go back to his own cage?”. 
· The themes in the play:

· The downfall of the great Master Builder. 

· Alienation and isolation.
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