Drama (13)
Fourth Year
 IMP:
 The final exam is going to be only: The Master Builder. 
 20 multiple choices 
 2 essay questions (answer only one of them).
[image: *]The main theme of the play deals with the personal confessions of Mr. Halvard Solness. Hilda Wagnel helps Solness to confess problems, fears and anxiety. Our protagonist, Solness, lives in a state of paranoia; he lives in a state of psychological disturbance. This is related to theme of personal confessions. 
[image: *]The other main themes are alienation: Halvard Solness and his wife are living in alienation; Aline lives in her house and Solness works at his own office and runs his own company. But this makes him also alienated and afraid of living somewhere else. He is afraid that the young generation takes over his profession; if they come to his house and recognize that he is the Master Builder they would kick him out. 
[image: *]The other theme that is related to alienation is isolation. Aline lives in isolation. When Hilda talks about herself she says she was living like a bird in a cage. When Solness asked her if she would go back to her house, she said no, a wild bird would never like to go back to his cage. So, Hilda is a woman of freedom and she wants to attain it. 
[image: *]Through the play, Hilda is the inspirational object to Mr. Solness. She becomes the source of renewed inspiration to Mr. Solness in her adventures, creativity, her ability and will to be free and creative. Creativity in Mr. Solness was almost drying up, here Hilda plays the role of his muse. She helps him to confess his problems as she helps him to reconcile with the young generation. At the end, we notice that Solness rebels against the old master in himself because that master is a very conservative and traditional master; he rebels against himself because the old master is always afraid of himself, of God, of his past and of the new generation. So, Hilda helps him get rid of all these fears, and then he becomes independent at the end; he is able to mount or ascend the highest point of the tower, the top of the church tower. Later on, he becomes dizzy and falls down. 
[image: *]The tower is symbolic: the life of Solness, like Henrik Ibsen, is divided into three main stages. The first stage is the romantic and adventurous stage where he built churches and monasteries for God. In the second stage, Solness became realistic and built human homes. And in stage number three he became symbolic; it is the stage where Mr. Solness builds towers of dizzy heights. The tower then is as symbol of the highest inner consciousness of the protagonist; he was afraid then he was able to obtain himself and fulfill himself. 
[image: *]Mr. Solness is considered a rebellious figure because he rebels against the master in himself. This rebellion appears very clearly in his last ascent or mounting of the tower at the end of the play. In his standing up there and feeling dizzy he falls down. 
[image: *]Hilda Wagnel plays a very important role when she stepped into his life like fate. Fate also plays a very important role in this play. When Aline talks about the burning of the house and says it was “Providence” she means destiny (القضاء و القدر). 
[image: *]We can also relate this to the main theme that the Master Builder is fated to fall down where he likes it or not. Fate also played a role before in the falling of his ancestral home, the death of his children, and the loss of everything they had inherited from their families. 
[image: *]Mrs. Solness was so sad because of this and had a nostalgic feeling to everything that belonged to her; she lives in the past because it had her ancestral home and her two children, the house that provided her with the jewelry of her family and her great grandmother’s. That is why she used to go to the nursery room, close the door behind her and live in the past. 
[image: *]The differences between Aline and Hilda:
 Aline is almost the contrast of Hilda Wagnel because Aline is isolated and lonely, whereas Hilda is social. 
 Aline lives in the past while Hilda lives in the present waiting for a better future. 
 Aline is helpless and has a very submissive soul; Hilda, on the other hand, is a very wild and aspiring soul. 
 Aline moves like a dead mummy while Hilda is very fashionable, and her fashion is of her own creation. 
 Hilda has a wild imagination while Aline is so traditional, conservative and locked up in her own eccentric world, in her room. 
[image: *]Hilda brought to Solness the notion of his own conscience; she made him repent in order to achieve spiritual salvation which he achieves at the end with his downfall. Solness rises to the top, in climbing high, he feels how Hilda’s faith has infected him and made him a different person. At the end of the play, we experience the development of Mr. Solness and how he becomes a round figure. His life is not a round figure, rather, a flat figure. 
[image: *]Hilda also plays another important role related to the theme: 
 Her role is related to the theme of reconciliation between the new generation and the old generation. This is because, as Hilda says to Solness, they are going to work together and build castles in the air; they are going to use their imagination. She represents wild imagination and a state of adventure. On the other hand, Solness represents traditions and the ability to do something; he represents realism. So realism becomes accompanied with imagination and fantasy. This can create something that is nice, as he did in his last stage. So, Hilda becomes alive in a dead world; the world of Solness is dead with his routine daily activities. Also, his wife is living in a locked room, a world of her own creation. When Hilda and let them both open up. Solness confesses to Hilda, and Aline opens her heart to Hilda and tells her about the cause of her sadness; she tells Hilda about her psychological and psychical crises. 
 Mr. Solness was waiting and he tells the doctor that he is afraid that some day the young generation will come and knock at his door and at that time he will not be able to run away, but he has to open the door for them. He refused to open the door for Ragner Brovik, but now he opens the door for Hilda Wagnel because Hilda is so vital, fresh and active. She represents wild freedom and she also represents daydreaming. She helps him to be a creative builder again; this what was needed for him. So, on climbing the tower he ends in triumph or victory and Solness kisses the girl. We notice that when she was young, when she narrates her story that after he got up the tower of the church and climbed down, he was waving to the little girl and kissed her; so he kissed the girl and promised to come again in ten years time when he would make her a princess and present her his whole kingdom. This promise meant that he would keep on being creative and original. But this didn’t happen because he became afraid of his own society and of God. He thought that God was running after him and wanted to punish him for what he did in the past, when he told God that he would stop building churches and start building homes for human beings. Later on, with the help of Hilda Wagnel he goes up to do what he has missed before in the beginning of the play.
[image: *]The play is made up of three acts. We notice that Hilda Wagnel comes to the house of the Solness in the end of Act I. almost all of the action moves on and builds up through Hilda. Hilda becomes in control or in charge of the lives of the Solness; she pushes the action forward and makes it move quickly. In the beginning the play was moving very slowly with Mr. Ragner and his father Knut Brovik the old sick man…etc. The action was very normal about a house in which Mr. Solness works with his employees Knut Brovik (an architect), Ragner Brovik (draftsman) and his niece Kaia. 
[image: *]Do you think Solness was in love with or attached to Kaia Fosli?
- Aline suspects that there is a relation between Solness and Kaia Fosli. She tells doctor Herdal to talk to Solness about this relation and that she does not like Kaia being in the office all the time with Solness. Kaia loves Solness and is ready to replace her fiancé Ragner with Solness. But Solness does not love her at all. However, he is keeping her in office because of Ragner Brovik; Ragner stays where his fiancée is. This is because Ragner is a good draftsman. However, Solness is afraid of Ragner because he is a very good and creative young man; he is afraid that some day he is going to take his place and kick him out. Later on, Solness begins to recognize the work of Ragner under the influence of Hilda Wagnel. This is related to the theme of the play because she helps him reconcile with the young generation and not to be afraid at all. 
[image: *]Note that:
 The Master Builder, Halvard Solness: an old man almost in his sixties and is afraid of the young generation and that they would come and take his place some day. Solness is not afraid of Brovik, rather, he is afraid that he would be in Brovik’s place. He is afraid that Ragner would do to him the same as what Solness did to Brovik. He feels that God is punishing him and that he has to pay a heavy price. 
 Aline, Solness’s wife: she is a very passive lady. She is like a walking dead person, living in her own past.
 Miss Hilda Wagnel: she is very active, positive, wild and very imaginative. She is amuse for Mr. Solness and a source of renewed inspiration. 
 Knut Brovik: a former architect now is Solness’s employment. When Solness was a young man he used to work for Brovik. However, he was able to prove himself and was recognized as a great talent more than Brovik, and became wealthy and famous. Solness took over the place of Brovik, and now Brovik is treated as no one. 
 Ragner Brovik, the draftsman: the son of Knut Brovik is a symbol of the young generation. However, the difference between Ragner and Hilda is that Hilda is able to change Solness, whereas Ragner is incapable like his father; he cannot change Solness. Hilda changes Solness from a man who is very stubborn to a man who acknowledges creativity and artistic ability of the young generation. Ragner is an inactive person, he has talent and creation, but he does not struggle or strive in order to attain himself and to take his role in society. He represents the passive young generation, whereas Hilda represents the vital and active young generation. Ragner has a dream in life of becoming a famous architect. However, he succumbs to the will of Solness. On the other hand, Hilda comes to Solness as a rebel and pushes him to become rebellious and revolts against his own fears of the unknown, of the young generation, of god, and of what will happen to him in the future. Ragner was incapable of standing in front of Solness or of facing him in order to make him change his mind, reconciling with the young generation. 
[image: *]In the end, there is nothing for Solness but suffering and his downfall. God delays his reckoning until they are up and famous and then he hits them. Solness is a tragic character, like King Lear or Tamburlaine. He became a very successful and famous architect; he moved from scratch. The climax happens when Solness starts climbing up the tower and then he falls after that. Therefore, he is a tragic hero and a round figure as said before. What helps him to confess his immoral actions (the ladies he met before), the illegal money he had from one of them, and what he did to Knut Brovik. Once he confesses all of this to Hilda he becomes on his way on the path of righteousness and is able to mount up the tower, after which he falls down. 
[image: *]The first thing that Solness does under the influence of Hilda is the rebellion against himself and his fears. Once he confesses his own fears he becomes capable of achieving his dreams and of standing up there on the top of the tower as he did before when he was young. However, this becomes of no importance because after he achieves this he falls down. 
[image: *]The play is a realistic tragedy, though it has inside of it many symbolic ideas of mythical tales, like the tale of Hilda Wagnel which is like a daydream. The play is a mysterious play because Hilda’s story is mysterious. Kaia is a mysterious figure, and Aline is a mysterious figure because she is said to walk like a mummy. The leak in the attic, the burning of the house and the death of the children are all mysterious things. Mysterious plays are not usually realistic, but because Ibsen is a skilled playwright he is able to make a realistic play out of a mysterious tale. 
[image: *]The play opens up with Ragner, Knut Brovik and Kaia Fosli. Brovik says that he cannot go on without telling Solness that he is extremely ill and that he wants Solness to give Ragner the chance to do all the drawings of the project. However, Solness does not accept this. 
[image: *]Act III is very important act because the climax takes place in that act. Solness is afraid of God’s retribution which begins with the burning of the house but Solness did not repent. This is why God punished him by making him fall from the tower in the end. 
[image: *]The promise of Solness to Hilda is mysterious. It could be invented by Hilda because she saw Solness standing up on the top of his wealth and fame when he came to their town in order to inaugurate the tower of the church he built; she was happy to see him as a very famous and well-known character. Maybe he said something to her, but we are not sure if her story is real. 
 IMP: regarding poetry:
You are responsible for all the poems you studied except the introduction about the poets. 
Good Luck …
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