LECTURE 5

Continue the ways to achieve coherence..

Transition signals
a-Coordinators

Transition signals:
They are expressions such as first, finally, and however, or phrases such as in
conclusion, on the other hand, and as a result. Other kinds of words such as
subordinators (when, although), coordinators (and, but), adjectives (another,
additional), and prepositions (because of, in spite of) can serve as transition

signals.
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Transition signals are like traffic signs; they tell your reader when to go
forward, turn around, slow down, and stop. In other words, they tell your
reader when you are giving a similar idea (similarly, and, in addition), an
opposite idea (on the other hand, but, in contrast), an example (for
example), a result (therefore, as a result), or a conclusion (in conclusion).
Transition signals give a paragraph coherence because they guide your
reader from one idea to the next.
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™Meaning/ Transition Conjunctive Coordinating Subordinating Others
Function Phrases Adverbs Conjunctions Conjunctions
To introduce in addition furthermore and another (+ noun)
an additional moreover an additional
idea besides {(+ noun)
also
too
To introduce on the other however but although in spite of
an opposite hand nevertheless vet though (+ noun)
idea or in contrast instead even though despite (+ noun)
contrast still whereas
nonetheless while
To introduce otherwise or if
a choice or unless

alternative

To introduce a in fact that is e
restatement indeed
or explanation
To list in order first, second, the first, second,
third third, etc.
next, last, finally the next, last,
final
To introduce for example an example of
an example for instance (+ noun)
such as (+ noun)
To introduce clearly
a conclusion in brief
or summary in conclusion
indeed
in short
in summary
To introduce accordingly therefore so

a result

as a result
as a
consequence

consequently
hence
thus




Most words and phrases in the first two columns of the chart can appear at
the beginning, in the middle, or at the end of one independent clause and
are usually separated by commas.
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EXCEPTIONS

1. The words and phrases in the last four groups in the chart (for listing ideas

and time sequences, for emphasizing, for giving reasons, and for

conclusions) usually appear only at the beginning of a sentence, not in the

middle or at the end.

2. Too usually appears only at the end of a sentence, sometimes preceded by

a comma.

3. The short time words then, now, and soon usually do not need commas.
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The words and phrases in the first two columns of the chart can also connect
two independent clauses. In this case, we use them with a semicolon and a
comma.
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INDEPENDENT CLAUSE —INDEPENDENT CLAUSE ——
In warm climate zones, water evaporates rapldly, therefore, the concentration of

SR e |
salt is greater.

INDEPENDENT CLAUSE
Both the Red Sea and the Mediterranean have narrow outlets to the ocean'

[~ INDEPENDENT CLAUSE ————
however, the Mediterranean’s is narrower.

INDEPENDENT CLAUSE [—————INDEPENDENT CLAUSE ————
A few societies in the world are matriarchal; that is, the mother is head of the family.

~— INDEPENDENT CLAUSE —
Some Enghsh words have no exact equivalents in other Ianguages for example,

INDEPENDENT CLAUSE
there is no German word for the adjective fair, as in fair p/ay




Coordinators

This group includes the seven coordinating conjunctions and, but, so, or,
nor, for, and yet and the five correlative ("paired") conjunctions both ... and,
not only ... but also, neither ... nor, either ... or, and whether ... or.
Coordinators may or may not have commas. When they connect two
independent clauses, use a comma.
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INDEPENDENT CLAUSE (==INDEPENDENT CLAUSE =~
In a matriarchy, the mother is the head of the famlly. and all the children belong

to her clan.'

INDEPENDENT CLAUSE I INDEPENDENT CLAUSE
ln warm climate zones, water evaporates rapldly, so the concentration of salt is

TS
greater.

~—INDEPENDENT CLAUSE =—— " INDEPENDENT CLAUSE ~———
Children not only need love, but they also need discipline.

When coordinators connect two words or phrases, do not use a comma.
Would you rather take a written or an oral exam?
Children need not only love but also discipline.
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Exception:
Some writers use a comma before but and yet even when they do not
connect independent clauses to emphasize the contrast of the connected

ideas.
The poem is solemn, yet optimistic in tone.
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