LECTURE 9

Plagiarism
It is important to learn how to use information from outside sources without
committing plagiarism. Plagiarism is using someone else's words or ideas as
if they were your own, and it is a serious offense. Students who plagiarize
may fail a class or even be expelled from school. When you use information
from an outside source without acknowledging that source, you are guilty of
plagiarism.
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One way to avoid plagiarism is to always put quotation marks around words
that you copy exactly. (You do not need to use quotation marks if you
change the words.) You are also guilty of plagiarism if you fail to cite the
source of outside information—words or ideas—that you use. To cite a
source means to tell where you got the information.
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Citing Sources
Citing a source is a two-step process.
1. Insert a short reference in parentheses at the end of each piece of borrowed
information. This short reference is called an in-text citation.
2. Prepare a list describing all your sources completely. This list is titled "Works
Cited" and appears as the last page of your paper.
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Here is an example of an in-text citation and of its corresponding entry in a

works-cited list. Notice the position and punctuation of the citation-at the
end of the last sentence of the borrowed information, before the final
period:

IN=TEXT CITATION According to the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety, “Communities don't
have the resources to allow police to patrol intersections as often as would be
needed to ticket all motorists who run red lights” (“Q&A”).



The abbreviation "Q&A" in parentheses at the end of this sentence is the first
element of the title of an article from which the words in quotation marks
were copied. There was no author. If readers want more information

about this source, they can turn to the works cited list at the end of the
essay, report, or paper and find this entry:

ENTRY IN WORKS- “Q&A: Red Light Running.” Insurance Institute for Highway Safety June 2003.
CITED LIST 26 Feb. 2004 <http://www.hwysafety.org/safety_facts/quanda/ric.htm>.

This entry tells us that the complete title of the article is "Q&A:

Red Light Running." It was published online in June 2003 by the Insurance
Institute for Highway Safety. The date 26 Feb. 2004 is the date the writer
found the article while researching the topic. The information in angle
brackets < > is the Web site address (URL) where the article can be found.
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Quotations
Quotations from reliable and knowledgeable sources are good supporting
details. There are two kinds of quotations: direct and indirect. In a direct
quotation, you copy another person's exact words (spoken or written) and
enclose them in quotation marks. In an indirect quotation, you report the
person's words without quotation marks, but with a reporting expression
such as according to XYZ ... or XYZ believes that ...
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Direct Quotations

Drugs and the Olympic Games 1

11t is no secret that performance-enhancing drugs have been used by
Olympic athletes for decades. 2According to an article in Forbes magazine,
“From the brute steroids the East Germans reportedly used on their Olympians
during the Cold War to today’s man-made versions of natural human proteins,
drugs have been as much a staple of the Games as gold, silver, and bronze”
(Herper, par. 4).' 3Despite rigorous drug testing, the use of banned performance-
enhancing substances has become more widespread than ever. 4The
disqualification of athletes from the most recent Olympic Games because of
illegal drug use shows that the problem is ongoing.

5|t seems apparent that if athletes want to win, they must consider using
drugs. 8Dr. Michael Karsten, a Dutch physician who said he had prescribed
anabolic steroids to hundreds of world-class athletes, states, “If you are
especially gifted, you may win once, but from my experience you can’t continue
to win without drugs. 7The field is just too filled with drug users” (qtd. in
Bamberger and Yaeger 62).7 8In fact, some people claim that record-breaking
performances of Olympic athletes may be directly due to drugs. °Charles
Yesalis, a Pennsylvania State University professor who has studied the use of
drugs in sports, believes “a large percentage” of athletes who have set new
records have done so with the help of performance-enhancing drugs. 19“A lot
of experts, at least in private, feel that way,” he claims (qtd. in Herper, par. 6).




Reporting Verbs and Phrases

To introduce borrowed information-direct quotations, indirect quotations, or
statistics—use the phrase according to or a reporting verb such as the
following:

(assert, insist, report, suggest, claim, maintain, say, write, declare, mention, state).
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Here are some rules for their use:
1. Reporting verbs can appear before, in the middle of, or after borrowed
information. The reporting phrase according to usually appears before or
after but not in the middle.
One young bicyclist says, "To win in world-class competition, you have to take drugs"
(Jones).
"To win in world-class competition," says one young bicyclist, "you have to take
drugs" (Jones).
"To win in world-class competition, you have to take drugs," says one young bicyclist
(Jones).
According to one young bicyclist, athletes have to take drugs to win (Jones).
Athletes have to take drugs to win, according to one young bicyclist (Jones).

2. Reporting verbs can be used either with or without the subordinator as.
As one writer says when discussing the case of an Olympic medalist who
unknowingly took a banned drug, "The human body, of course, doesn't distinguish
intentional use from inadvertent exposure. Neither does the I0C [International
Olympic Committee]" (Kidder, par. 5).

One writer says when discussing the case of an Olympic medalist who unknowingly
took a banned drug, "The human body, of course, doesn't distinguish intentional
use from inadvertent exposure. Neither does the I0OC [International Olympic
Committee]" (Kidder, par. 5).

3. Reporting verbs can be in any tense. However, be aware that a past tense
reporting verb may cause changes in verbs, pronouns, and time expressions
in an indirect quotation.

Some critics claim/have claimed that the International Olympic Committee has
been lax on enforcement of drug bans (2000 Olympics," par. 6).

Some critics claimed that the International Olympic Committee had been lax on
enforcement of drug bans (2000 Olympics," par. 6).

4. Including the source of the borrowed information with the reporting
expression gives authority to your writing because it lets your reader know
immediately that your information is from a credible source.
The institute of Global Ethics warns, "The Olympics could well become just another
money-drenched media promotion in which contestants will be motivated less by
athletic glory than by lucrative future contracts" (Kidder, par. 7).
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