
 
 

LECTURE 10 

 

Indirect Quotations 

In indirect quotations, the speaker's or writer's words are reported 

indirectly, without quotation marks. For this reason, indirect quotations are 

sometimes called reported speech.  

Indirect quotations are introduced by the same reporting verbs used for 

direct quotations, and the word that is often added for clarity. The tense of 

verbs in indirect quotations is affected by the tense of the reporting verb. 

The following paragraph is a model example of indirect quotations. 

في الاقتباس غير المباشر يُذكر كلام المتحدث أو الكاتب بشكل غير مباشر بدون علامات الاقتباس ولهذا السبب يسمى 

 )الكلام المنقول(. القطعة التالية نموذج على الاقتباس غير المباشر.
ً
 أحيانا

 
Changing Direct Quotations to Indirect Quotations 
1. Omit the quotation marks.  
2. Add the subordinator that. (You may omit that if the meaning is clear 
without it.)  
3. Change the verb tense if necessary. Follow the sequence of tenses rules.  
4. Change pronouns (and time expressions if necessary) to keep the sense of 
the original. 

 مباشر:خطوات تحويل الاقتباس من مباشر إلى غير 

 بدونها(. thatأضف كلمة -2   احذف علامتي الاقتباس.-1
ً
 )بإمكانك حذفها إذا كان المعنى واضحا

. غيّر زمن الفعل-3
ً
(.-4   إذا كان ذلك ضروريا

ً
 غيّر الضمائر )وتعابير الوقت أحيانا

Sequence of Tenses Rules 
If the reporting verb is in a past tense, the verbs in an indirect quotation may 
change tense according to the following rules. Also, pronouns (and 
sometimes time expressions) may change. 



 
 

 للقواعد التالية في إذا كان زمن الفعل المقتبس في صيغة الماض ي التام فالفعل في الاقتباس غير المباشر  سيت
ً
غير وفقا

.
ً
 الضمائر وتعابير الوقت أحيانا

ً
 الجدول. أيضا

 
exceptions: 3There are  

1- When the reporting verb is simple present, present perfect, or future, the 
verb tense in the quotation does not change. 
He says, "I can finish it today." 
He says that he can finish it today. 

 استثناءات:

 فإن صيغة الفعل لا تتغير.إذا كان الفعل المقتبس في المضارع البسيط أو التام أو في المستقبل -1

2- When the reporting phrase is according to, the verb tense does not 
change. 
The lawyer said, "My client is innocent." 
According to the lawyer, his client is innocent. 

 فإن صيغة الفعل لا تتغير . according toإذا كانت عبارة الاقتباس هي -2

3- When the quoted information is a fact or a general truth, the verb tense 
in the quotation does not change. 
He said, "Water boils at a lower temperature in the mountains." 
He said that water boils at a lower temperature in the mountains. 

 .فإن صيغة الفعل لا تتغير وقائع أو حقائق ثابتة المقتبسة إذا كانت المعلومات-3

 

Practice 

Rewrite the following direct quotations as indirect quotations 

1- Pre-med student Alma Rodriguez said, "I miss being on campus, but I have 
to work and take care of my family." 

 

2-Other students said, "Last year, we spent several hours a day commuting to 
and from school. Now we don't have to do that." 

 

 



 
 

Answers: 
1- Pre-med student Alma Rodriguez said that she missed being on campus, 
but (that) she had to work and take care of her family. 

 
2-Other students said that last year they spent several hours a day 
commuting to and from school. Now they didn’t have to do that. 

 
Statistics  
Like quotations, statistics are good supporting details. Study the graph and 
then read the paragraph that uses data from it.  
Notice the reporting verb that gives the source of information. As you do 
with quotations, you must also cite the source of statistical data. 

 مص
ً
 ادر الاحصائيات التي ندرجها في موضوعنا.يجب أن نذكر أيضا

 
 

 
 


