LECTURE 13

Chronological Order
Chronos is a Greek word meaning time. Chronological order is a way of
organizing ideas in the order of their occurrence in time. Chronological order
has all sorts of uses. We use it to tell stories, to relate historical events, and
to write biographies and autobiographies. We also use it to explain
processes and procedures.
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For example, we would use chronological order to explain how to take a
photograph, how to make a piece of pottery, how to perform a chemistry
experiment, or how to set up an accounting system. Such essays are called
"how to" essays, or process essays.
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Three Keys !
Here are three keys to orgamzmg a process essay

1. Discuss the steps in your process in the order in which they occur
Divide the steps into separate paragraphs where natural breaks or
groups of steps occur. For example, to write about how to make :
a ceramic vase, you might d1v1de the body into four paragraphs \

I. Introductory paragraph
- H. Body:
A. Shaping the vase
B. First (bisque) firing:
C:. Glazing
D. Second firing
1. Concludmg paragraph

2. Write a thesis statement that names the process and mdlcates :
time order.

3. Use chronological order signal words and phrases to mdlcate the ume
sequence.
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Thesis Statements for a Process Essay
A thesis statement for a process essay in some way indicates the time order.
Expressions such as the process of, the procedure for, plan, develop, evolve,
five stages, and several phases indicate that time order will be used.
e.x: Follow these steps to make a beautiful ceramic vase for your home.
The field of genetic engineering has developed rapidly in the past 10 years.
A child learns to share over a period of time.
Heating water by solar radiation is a simple process.
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Sometimes the thesis statement tells the number of steps in the process.
The process of heating water by solar radiation involves three main steps.
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The thesis statement may even name the steps.
The main steps in the process of heating water by solar radiation are (1) trapping
the sun's energy, (2) heating and storing the hot water, and (3) distributing the hot
water to its points of use.
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Transition Signals for Chronological Order
Chronological order signal words are especially important in a process essay.
You have to be very clear about the sequence of steps: Does one step
happen before, after, or at the same time as another step? Chronological
order signals include all time expressions.
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Chronological Order Signal Words and Phrases

first, first of all, second, third, etc. First, choose a destination for your camping trip.
then, next, after that, soon, later, later on
finally, last, last of all

meanwhile, at the same time, now Last of all, have a good time.
gradually, eventually

Then make a list of supplies and equipment.

Meanwhile, have a supply of clean rags ready.

Gradually increase your child’s allowance.

Subordinators

after ¥ since After you have chosen a destination, make a list of equipment
as until and supplies that you will need.

99:2001:88 when Praise your child when he or she does something well.
before while

Others

the first (second, last, final) step The last step is to decorate the cake. =

on the third day

ntinue stirrin 3 i i :
Ao v o Continue stirring the soup for five minutes

later that morning In 2004, scientists announced a major discovery.
for five minutes
in 2004 After leaving home, | began to appreciate my parents.

several years ago
a few weeks later
in the next (past, last) 15 years The court announced the decision a few weeks later.

My parents emigrated 1o the United States several years ago.

These are the important points covered in this lecture.
1. Using chronological order to organize an essay means putting the ideas in order
or sequence by occurrence in time.
2. Use chronological order for narrative essays (stories, history, biography, and
autobiography) and for process essays (how to do or make something).
3. Following are the three keys to success in writing a chronological order essay:
® Group the steps or events into paragraphs where natural breaks occur.
¢ Write a thesis statement that indicates chronological order.
e Use chronological order signal words and phrases to show the sequence of steps
(in a process) or events (in a narration).
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