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 William the Conqueror assigned Lanfranc [Italian lawyer] as the Archbishop of Canterbury and by this; he became the head of the church. Lanfranc cooperated with William the Conqueror and started to reform the church and to make some changes on the system of the church and to preserve the Canon Law of Celibacy (الزواج).
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 Despite the Canon Law, lots of the priests were officially married with children.  Also Clergymen, especially in the countryside and the rural areas, were uneducated. Education here means taught Latin, because Latin is the language of the church, as most of the chronicles were written in Latin. 
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 In 1987, William the Conqueror passed out in Normandy not England. This proves that Normandy comes first and England comes second in terms of priority. He visited England only four times. 
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 William let behind him three sons. The eldest, Robert had Normandy, but William Rufus set his eyes on Normandy, because Normandy was the jewel of the English crown. So, he sent an expedition or military campaign that started to besiege the castles. Then, he was capable to defeat his elder brother.
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 Why he was capable of defeating Robert? because he was more powerful than his brother. 
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 The Pope at Rome announced his desire to free the holy land, Jerusalem, from the hand of the Muslims. Robert responded positively to this announcement and he wanted to go to the east along with his army to free Jerusalem. Robert found the crusade is the easiest way out from confronting his brother. 
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 But going to the east along with a huge army needs to be financed, so he pawned (رهن) Normandy to his brother, William Rufus for 6500 silver coins. 
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 To raise this money, William Rufus imposed the Dingell [the tax that the English people pay to the ruler in order to keep Danish invaders away from England]. Then Robert sailed eastward, and William Rufus became the king of England and Normandy. 
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 William Rufus was known to be very harsh, and he worked hard to tighten his grip over the kingdom. He further centralized the rule in England. The second thing that was celebrated by the historians as an advantage that occurred during the reign of William Rufus that he introduced the precepts. Before, the message of the ruler was communicated verbally, but during the reign of William Rufus, he introduced written precepts that are seal waxed to maintain the confidentiality of it. They were written in Latin English as it was the language of the elite.     
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 William Rufus was very harsh ruler, but he maintained peace. While he was hunting with his brother and some of his counts, he was killed by one of his counts. The moment he heard about his brother's accident, Henry the First hurried to Winchester, because there was the royal treasury. William's body was left in the woods for three days, and it was not buried by his royal companions as the peasants who buried him. We could never tell whether the shooting was intentional or not, because the count who shoot him escaped to Normandy. 
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 Henry the First became the king of England in 1100. Henry was very determined and cruel. He was nicknamed Beauclerc, meaning scholar. He was given this nickname by the fourteenth century historians. 
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 Henry was very wise for two reasons: the first reason is that he maintained whatever improvements William Rufus introduced to the English country.  The second reason is that after being the king, he got married the daughter of the Scottish king, whose name was Maud and her mother was originally an English lady. This step pleased the English people. 
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 When he heard about the death of his brother William Rufus, Robert was very pleased, because he wanted to claim Normandy as his. Robert came to Normandy and started to recruit his people to revolt against Henry the First. There was a battle in which the two brothers met with their followers. Because the followers of Henry the First far exceed in number of the followers of Robert, Robert was defeated and Henry fortified his grip over both Normandy and England. The English people helped Henry because of his wife. It was a beneficial marriage as the English people supported him against the claims of his brother Robert. So, Robert was taken as a prisoner and he died in his prison. 
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 Most of the followers of Robert were counts and noblemen, because they were angry of the cruelty and harshness of Henry the First. This is the first baronial revolt. Though it was headed by Robert, yet most of the soldiers were from the upper class. From now on, the barons will grow in power to the extent that they will change the king himself; the ruler himself. 
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 Henry the First felt that the revenue (العائد) of the royal treasury is not enough, so he decided to increase it. Usually during the reign of William the Conqueror and William Rufus, the king would meet his chief tenants once a year at which they would pay him the tax that is called "firma". To increase the revenue, Henry the First introduced certain changes to the English court, as he needed very strong officials to help him; therefore, he introduced the pose (منصب) of the chancellor and the justiciar to the royal court of England for the first time. 
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 He assigned Bishop Roger to be the chancellor. The justiciar is the second post (منصب) in terms of importance to the king. When the king leaves to Normandy, the justiciar would replace him and act as king. Bishop Roger introduced a royal session to the English court that is called the Exchequer [= Exchecker]. Exchequer is a royal session that is held twice a year on Easter Day, and on Michaelmas. It is a session at which the tenant in chief and the prominent noblemen would appear one by one and set on a table in front of the king, the chancellor, and the justiciar, a table that is covered by a checker cloth. They use this cloth to count the possessions of each tenant in chief, so everything would be open and clear, so no one is cheated. Of course, this doubled the revenue of the treasury as because of the Exchequer, they started to pay twice a year. 
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 By the time of Henry the first, there were three types of court rooms in England: the first type is called Curia Regis: it is presided (controlled) by the king himself. Its members are mostly made of prominent men, including the justiciar, the chancellor; it sees the disputes among the tenants in chief, the counts and the noblemen over land. The king is the one who issues the verdict. Curia Regis relies on the authority of the king in order to execute the verdicts, as the king is the fount of justice.
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 The second type is popular courts. These popular courts are located in hundreds and shires. In the hundreds, they are held every three weeks, and in the shires, they are held once a month. It is presided by the noblemen or the tenants in chief to whose land the shire or the hundred belong.
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 The third type is The Baronial court. It is presided by the baron within his own estate, among his own people, the persons who work for him, whether they are free or unfree. In the medieval England, the subjects were divided into free and unfree [They are not called slaves although they were sold with the land]. The unfree subjects are owned by whoever owns the land. Any tenant has the right to see into the conflicts and the disputes among the people in his own land. He has the right to hang anybody who was charged of the act of theft. 
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 Apart from these courts, there are many officials sent by the king himself in certain days to tour the country. They could punish, they could impose taxes on people, and they are always on the move. They always tour the country to solve the problems and they also have the right to punish.
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 We find that the classification of the court rooms follows the social classification of people. If anybody can not accept the verdict issue in these courts, he has the right to appeal (يستأنس) to the Curia Regis, by raising his case to the court, so the king and his men would see to this case. 
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 The social system in medieval England:

- There are three groups of people: those who pray, those who fight, and those who labor.  
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 Knights and soldiers [who fought]
There are two types of knights: knights who own land, and knights who don’t own land. Over the time, knights who own land got so much domesticated and ceased to be cavalry soldiers. They got so obsessed by their own land and increasing their revenue. They turned into gentry. 
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 Gentry mean the knights who were granted pieces of land. By the time, they forgot about all their cavalry and military character, and they became more to the civil side. 
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 According to the feudal system, the knights would stay with the king for 40 whole days a year on their own expense. The knight would be in charge of his own accommodation, his own weapons, his food, his horse. If the king needs him to stay more, the additional stay will be at the cost of the king himself.   
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 This arrangement proved to be quite inconvenient to the king, as the feudal king needed a standing by army, in addition to the charge of knights after the forty days was quite high.
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 That is why they started to have mercenary troop’s inspite of knight troops, because they are less costly, they are available all the time, and they are on call. By the beginning of the twelfth century, the knight as a military body has disappeared. 
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 But knighthood remained as a social aspect in England during the middle ages. When a male figure [boy] reaches a certain age, people would celebrate him being introduced to knighthood in a social way. 
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 In the Medieval England, if a knight who does not want, military speaking, to serve the king, he has to pay a specific amount of money – tax – called Shield Levy. This new tax further increases the royal treasury of the king in addition to the Exchequer.
[image: image30.png]


 Not all the knights exempted or pay in order not to serve the king but there are certain other groups of knights who are called Hauberk [soldiers that wearing shields from chains (دروع من السلاسل)].[image: image31.png]
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