
Dr. Lamia
First Semester


Civilization (7)
Fourth year 

Revision

[image: image1.png]


 Last time, we talked about the social structure of the Middle English society: those who pray, those who fight and those who labor or work.
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 When we talked about those who labor, we talked about the peasants; two types of peasants; the sokeman= free – they pay socage; the unfree= villeins.
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 We also talked about some people and surnames of English families that maintained their names from the medieval era= Carter- Miller- Samson. 
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 We talked about the denizens- guilds, traders.

Beginning of the Lecture
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 There is another type of people who lived in England during the medieval era who are the Jews. 
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 England was considered a very rich country. This is why it was invaded by many people especially people from the north. They would invade England and made England their own home. 
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 The Jews lived in England during the medieval era. 
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 The Jews would not fight. They did not have national sense. 
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 The Jews were financer ممول, they provided people with money. They were financers to the king himself, bishops, and noblemen. They used to lend money to people with interests or on profits.  They were usurer (مرابى). Usury was forbidden by a Canon Law (قانون كنسى). Christians were not allowed to lend money with interest= on profits.  
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 They would finance the king himself in order to build cathedral. They would give loans to the king, bishops, and baronage. They got this money from the Jews financers.
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 At that time, the Jews were tolerated but not welcomed.
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 When Henry II died, the Jews were classified as serfs to the king which means they were under his protections. They would provide him with money and he would protect them. The Jews offered financial services to the king. 
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 By the 13th century, it was allowed for the Christians to lend money on profits because it was approved by the church. Before that, the usurers were only the Jews. Therefore, they were specialized in finance.   
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 By the death of Henry II, most of the barons were in debts to the Jews. They provoked the public (the mobs), killed the Jews and looted their houses. Edward I (who came after Henry II) expelled all Jews from England. 
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 Between the death of Henry I and the advent of Henry II, there was a gap of 19 whole years. Henry I passed away in 1135 then Henry II succeeded to come to the throne of England in 1154. The gap expanded over 19 whole years. 
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 Historians call this period Anarchy. It is marked by the death of Henry I.  Some historian said that it was a kind of a civil war. Nobles opposed against having Queen Maud because she was female. She was married to Duke of Anjou. She had a male son. He was called after her father- Henry II. Henry I gathered all the barons and asked them to swear an oath to have Henry II as his successor to the throne. Despite that Maud and her son remained in Anjou= another estate in France - next to Normandy - Anjou was the rational enemy of Normandy. 
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 After the death of Henry I, his daughter Maud became his successor.   Having a queen was unprecedented غير مسبوق matter in whole Europe.  They were against the idea of having a woman as their queen. It was the explicit reason, but the implicit one is that the Barons wanted to keep over the government- despite the oath they swore to Henry I. They wanted to live in a state of anarchy- constant war to expand the lands they own. 
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 They wanted to go back to the civil war, so that they would increase their wealth and enlarge their honor at the expense of the weaker barons.
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 The situation went on for many years. Then the nobles in England had to choose between Stephen I [King Henry's I nephew – a cousin of Maud] and Maud. Stephen claimed the throne because he was a descendant of Henry I. 

Most nobles chose Stephen. He posted himself to be the successor of Henry I. He claims his rights to the throne. He based his own claims, declaration of being the successor of Henry I as he the king's nephew. His brother was the bishop of Winchester. And the king's treasury or the Royal treasury was in Winchester. 
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 King Henry used to impose great taxes on them. They were in need for change. Stephen was supported by his brother. He was welcomed by the citizens of London [the capital]. Once he was pronounced the King of England, the Pope of Rome accepted him as king of England.
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 Still Maud had her own royal claim over the throne. The king of Scotland- Matilda's nephew- supported Maud and her husband the Count of Anjou. He rules Normandy under the name of his son Henry II who was only 15 years old. He was under the minority of Maud and Count of Anjou. 
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 They gave the king of Scotland the Northern part of England. 
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 When Stephen declared himself as the king, Duke of Anjou with Maud invaded England four years later. Her fight with Stephen led to a terrible civil war in which villages were destroyed and many people were killed. Neither side could win. The Duke of Anjou launched two attacks on England but he was unsuccessful. He attacked England but he failed. 
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 Duke of Anjou tried twice to invade England but he was defeated by Stephen and his army. He tried to cross the Canal twice, but he was defeated by Stephen. 

This was a turning point in the English history where Normandy and England were separated. Each was ruled by its own ruler. From this point on, they will lose Normandy forever. They will never be joined forever. 
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 As he ruled England, Count of Anjou tried to cease England as part of his son's inheritance but he failed twice. While he was trying to cross the Canal for the third time, Stephen's only son died. Consequently, he became depressed and lost interest in having the kingdom for himself. 

[image: image26.png]


 When Duke of Anjou crossed the Canal they held a kind of an agreement between the Duke of Anjou and King Stephen, that they could reign England and Normandy in kind of collaboration= joint rule.   
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 It was a kind of chaos, Anarchy, how could the country be reigned by two kings? The historian called it Anarchy- the whole 19 years- its beginning marked by the death of Henry I until Henry II took over.
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 They crossed the Canal in 1135 and King Stephen died in 1154. Then, it took years for England to recover from the civil war.
                                                                                                              End …[image: image29.png]
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