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( Communication)
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1 / Informative Signals :
If someone is listening to you, he
/she may be informed about you
through a number of signals that
you have not intentionally sent. For
example, he /she may note that you
have a cold (you sneezed), that you
are not at ease (you shifted around
in your seat), that your are
disorganized (non-matching socks).
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2 | Communicative Signals :
When you use language to tell this
person, I'm one of the applicants for

the vacant position of senior brain
surgeon at the hospital, you are
normally considered to be
intentionally communicating
something.
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Properties of human language
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1 / Displacement :

When your pet cat comes home
and stands at your feet calling
meow, you are likely to understand
this message as relating to that time
and place. If you ask your cat where
it has been and what it was up to,
you'll probably get the same meow
response. Animal communication
seems to be designed exclusively
for this moment, here and now. It
cannot be used to relate events that

are far removed in time and place.
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2 | Arbitrariness:

There is no natural connection
between a linguistic form and its
meaning. The connection is quite
arbitrary. We can’t just look at the
and, from its shape, «SArabic word
for example, determine that it has a
natural and obvious meaning any
more than we can with its English
translation form dog. The linguistic

form has no natural or ‘iconic’
relationship with that hairy four
legged barking object out in the
world. This aspect of the relationship
between linguistic signs and objects
in the world is described as
arbitrariness.
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3 / Productivity:
Humans are continually creating new
expressions by manipulating their
linguistic resources to describe new
objects and situations. This property
is described as productivity )or
‘creativity’ or ‘open-endedness’( and
essentially means that the potential
number of vocal expressions in any
human language is infinite.The
communication systems of other
creatures are not like that. Cicadas
have four signals to choose from and
vervet monkeys have thirty-six vocal
calls. It is not possible for creatures
to produce new signals to
communicate. The honeybee,
normally able to communicate the
location of a nectar source to other
bees, will fail to do so if the location
is really ‘new.’ the bees cannot
manipulate its communication
system to create a ‘new’ message
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4 | Cultural transmission:

The process whereby a language is
passed on from one generation to
the next is described as cultural
transmission. We inherit physical
features such as brown eyes and
dark hair from our parents, we do not
inherit their language. We acquire a
language in a culture with other
speakers and not from parental
genes. An infant born to Korean
parents in Korea, but adopted and
brought up from birth by English
speakers in the United States, will
have physical characteristics
inherited from his or her natural
parents, but will speak English.

- Zalsl) Jawl / 4
e AT dis e e A3l Alee
Jie Laus Glaa &y e | 48@l) Jlan)
S g cpall sl e 2 g priillcaniall () gaall
Alll eSS (a - agial &y ) aadatiudY
sl e s (A Y Cuaadiall (e 48LE)
Slall (el
CosS Ol s e pania )y 35l 5 [ Ui
SLY 5l (B sl Gfiaste G g e A
Jalall 33 (o g 03 | 4SS yaY) Baaall
Sl L mall sl (e 45 sall Apaiad) il
A sSI e Yy 4l ARlll Gaasty o s

Place of articulation :

(AL s2e Ll ) Glaill (S

”.QJAUAJJIALJLAA\.AB:\ \ﬁ)\d}ﬂ\j&‘ﬂ\w

(Bilabials)

These are sounds formed using
both upper and lower lips. The first
sounds in the words pat, bat, and

mat are all bilabials. They are

represented by the symbols [p],
which is voiceless, and [b] and [m],

which are voiced.
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(Labiodentals)
These are sounds formed with the
upper teeth and the lower lip. The
first sounds in of the words fat and
vat and the final sounds in the
words safe and save are
labiodentals. They are represented
by the symbols [f], which is
voiceless, and [v], which is voiced.
Cough and photo, are both

pronounced as [f].
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(Dentals)
These are sounds formed with the
tongue tip behind the upper front
teeth. The initial sound of thin and
the final sound of bath are both
voiceless dentals. The symbol used
for this sound is [B]. The voiced
dental is represented by the symbol
[0] like the, there, then and thus
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(Alveolars)

These are sounds formed with the
front part of the tongue on the
alveolar ridge. The initial sounds in
top, dip, sit, zoo and nut are all
alveolars. The symbols for these
sounds are easy to remember [t],
[d], [s], [z], [n]. Of these, [t] and [S]
are voiceless whereas [d], [z] and
[n] are voiced. Other alveolars are
the [I] sound as in lap and [r] as in
right
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(Palatals)

These are sounds formed with the
tongue and the hard palate. The
initial sounds in the words shout

and child, which are both voiceless.

The “sh” sound is represented as |

and the “ch” sound is represented

as [tf]. The word shoe-brush begins
and ends with the voiceless palatal
sound [[] and the word church
begins and ends with the other
voiceless palatal sound [tf]. The
sound [3] such as treasure and
pleasure which is voiced palatal.
The other voiced palatal is [d3] as in
joke and gem. The sound [j] is also
voiced palatal as in yet
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(Velars)
Sounds produced with the back of
the tongue against the velum are
called velars. . The sound [k] as in
cook is voiceless. The sound [g] as
in go. The voiced sound [n[ as in
bang.
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(Glottals)

There is one sound that is produced
without the active use of the tongue
and other parts of the mouth. It is
the voiceless sound [h] as in horse .
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-The sounds of language
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-Phonetics
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Voiced and voiceless sounds
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Voiced» When the vocal cords
(vocal folds) are drawn together, the
air from the lungs repeatedly
pushes them
apart as it passes through. 2272727
or VVVVV (vibration)
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Voiceless » When the vocal cords
(vocal folds) are spread apart, the
air from the lungs passes between
them unimpeded .SSSSS or FFFFF
( no vibration)
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Manner of articulation
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(Stops)

The set [p], [b], [t], [d], [K], [g] are all
produced by some form of
“stopping” of the air stream »very
briefly« then letting it go abruptly.
This type of consonant sound ,
resulting from a blocking or
stopping effect on the air stream, is
called a stop »or a “plosive’«.
Example: bed
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(Fricatives)

The set of sounds [f], [v], [6], [©], [S],
[z], []], [3] involved almost blocking
the air stream and having the air
push through the very narrow
opening. As the air is pushed
through, a type of friction is
produced and the resulting sounds
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If you combine a brief stopping of
the air stream with an obstructed
release which causes some friction,
you will be able to produce the
sounds [tf] and [d3] these are called
affricates . Example: cheap and
jeep.

are called fricatives. Example: fish, (2s)«those
those.
(Affricates) (oY)
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(Nasals)

When the velum is lowered and the
air stream is allowed to flow out
through the nose to produce [m], [N]
and [n], the sounds are described
as nasals Example: morning and
name.
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(Liquids)

The initial sounds in led and red are
described as liquids. They are both
voiced. The [l] sound is called a
lateral liquid and formed by letting
the air stream flow around the sides
of the tongue as the tip of the
tongue makes contact with the
middle of the alveolar ridge. The [r]
sound at the beginning of red is
formed with the tongue tip raised
and curled back near the alveolar
ridge.
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(Glides)

The sounds [w] and [j] are
described as glides. They are both
voiced and occur at the beginning
of we, you and yes. These sounds

are typically produced with the
tongue in motion )or “gliding”( to or
from the position of a vowel and are

sometimes called semi-vowels
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(Vowels)
Vowel sounds are produced with a
relatively free flow of air. They are
typically voiced. To describe vowel
sounds, we consider the way in
which the tongue influences the
shape through which the air must
pass. To talk about a place of
articulation, we think of the space
inside the mouth as having a front
versus a back and a high versus a
low area. Thus, in the pronunciation
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of heat and hit, we talk about ‘high,
front’ vowel sounds because the
sound is made with the front part of
the mouth in a raised position.

In contrast, the vowel sound in hat
Is produced with the tongue in a
lower position and the sound in hot
can be described as a ‘low, back’
vowel.heat, hit your mouth will stay
fairly closed hat, hot sound your
tongue will move lower and cause
your mouth to open wider.
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Vowel sounds are produced with a | ¢ sell 33355 aa el Cag a & gual #L83) a3

relatively free flow of air. L jall
Front Central Back
High i u
: U
Mid Ll 2 o
E . 2
Low = a <
Front vowels Central vowels Back vowels
[ 1] kev, me, beef, heat [ =] above, oven, support [ 1] koo, move, two, you
[ 1] bid, mvth [~.] blood, tough [3 ] boolk, could, put
[ ] bed, dead, said [2 ] born, caught, fall
[] bad . laugh, wrap [ @] ook, could, put
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Diphthongs Slale 2y
The combination of two sounds is Glale V) @ Camy U pea (2 el
known as diphthongs.
al] buy. eve, L, pie. sigh [ ©U ] boat, home. throw, toe
[ aU ] doubt. cow, bough [ 21] bow, noise

[ eL ] bait, eight. great, late, sav
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