History of English language
2nd lect.
Living language
A living language is a language that is still spoken and used by people and still changing
*Arabic, Sanskrit, and Old Icelandic are also very old languages, but still are living languages. Arabic is considered as a living language because it is still spoken by many people.

*Despite being old, their classical versions have not died out because the holly books of Muslims and Hindus are still read by the majority of their people
* Classical and modern Arabic enjoy popularity side by side.

* Similar is the position of Sanskrit. 

* Old Icelandic has survived because the people who live in Iceland today speak the language that emerged directly from the language of the Icelandic sagas.  

How long they will survive?
They will survive as long as their holly scriptures survive. People will read it over and over again.
Similar to the position of Sanskrit. Old Icelandic has survived because people who live in Iceland today speak the language that emerged directly from the language   of the Icelandic sagas.
Why some languages survive?

There are two major reasons why some languages of the world have enjoyed a longer period of popularity over a vast area of land.
1-they are languages of religion.

2-they tend to welcome change and are flexible enough to accommodate variations in accent, expression and usage, adapt to modern time. This is a direct result of their speakers being able to interact with other nations and quite often in a dominating position.

Position of English

Compared to other languages, English is very modern language yet it is very difficult to read from classical English books of medieval ages such as an extract from Chaucer. Because of the fact that English has undergone many changes in its short life. 
The extent of change in English

How far has English changed?

English language has changed so much that a script written 1300 years ago is to be identified as English.
A script written 900 years ago is to be studied almost like foreigner language even by a native of England.
1- It sounds and looks archaic, replete with unfamiliar words and expressions

2- Its grammatical structure is strange, although some parts may have a familiar word order.

This means that vocabulary, pronunciation, and Grammar have change.

Stages of changes in English

English language has changed considerably in hundred years. A complete transformation has taken place.
1- It emerged, and out of German

2- It underwent Scandinavian, Roman, Norman, and French influence. 

3- At last turned to be English.     
Changes in English

- The biggest apparent change is in its pronunciation.

- some old alphabets, words and expression have disappeared and new ones have cropped up.

- Word order, sentence structure and grammatical endings have changed.



All languages change

The fact is that all languages change . The rate of change in different languages varies in different phases of history and differs from language to language.
Some languages are less prome to change because of

1- the political and economic stability they enjoy, or because 
2- the internal structure of the language is such that its rate of change is slow.

-It is not difficult for a modern Icelandic to study their sagas, an Arabic to understand classical Arabic or a Hindu to understand Sanskrit for two reason : 
1- As they are a tool to perceiving their religion, people have continued to read and understand them.
2- Their internal structure is such that the rate of change is slow.

* The languages that use different words for different situations are less likely to change.

Changes make them live

The process of change in language usually leads to keep them a live, as it regenerates and adds fresh blood to it.
A study of history tells us that all languages have changed and developed.
-When it comes to the primitive man, all we can say from conjecture and speculation that the earliest community might have spoken only one original language.
-The enormous number of languages that man speaks now has emerged through a process of divergent development. 
Languages have families

It is believed that around 4000 languages are spoken on earth.

Just as they diverged into such a variety of dialects and languages, it's very much possible that those forces work in a backward motion and reduce language from families to one single language.
causes of linguistic changes 
Some times language change to such degree and at such quick pace that the same language of an early period sounds like a foreign tongue. e.g. English.
The basic structure of language has been retained by the standardization of languages through proper text books for schooling system.
The process of change continues but it is neither of fundamental nor so sudden that it would be noticeable except to those who study them at a conscious level.
How do pronunciation and spelling change
1- Pronunciation changes ……common speaker at an unconscious level.
Prevailing spelling …… rather incongruent

2- Spelling modified ….. Linguistics and grammarians at a conscious level.
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